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There’s a Song in the Air! 
By Rev. Carol Hill, Senior Minister 

One of my favorite parts of worshipping together is joining 
my voice with all of yours as we sing the songs of our faith. Of course, I love to listen to the choir and the ways the notes 
and parts combine, but also joining the melody in singing hymns is powerful! The hymnal we use in worship does not 
include instructions for singing, but in the United Methodist Hymnal, with which I grew up, there are. 

 Directions for Singing, from John Wesley, include: 
I.Learn these tunes before you learn any others; afterwards learn as many as you please.

II. Sing them exactly as they are printed here, without altering or mending them at all; and if you have learned to sing
them otherwise, unlearn it as soon as you can.

III.Sing all. See that you join with the congregation as frequently as you can. Let not a slight degree of weakness or
weariness hinder you. If it is a cross to you, take it up, and you will find it a blessing.

IV.Sing lustily and with a good courage. Beware of singing as if you were half dead or half asleep; but lift up your voice
with strength. Be no more afraid of your voice now, nor more ashamed of its being heard, than when you sung the
songs of Satan.

I thought it might be nice to give us a little instruction because joining in worship from our homes is different than 
standing together in the sanctuary.  This Advent, we will include a number of carols in each service, and I encourage you 
to belt it out! Sing lustily and with good courage!  Singing Christmas carols is good for our souls.  Singing Christmas carols 
is good for our faith. Singing Christmas carols is good preparation for Christmas itself, as much as putting up a tree or 
sending cards. 

We will explore some of the stories behind the carols and the context in 
which they emerged. “Christmas carols are, perhaps, the nearest thing we 
still have to a folk tradition - an oral tradition.  We know them because we 
know them. We never really learned them; they’ve just always been 
there. This gives the tradition a particularly fluid quality, able to absorb 
influences from all over the place, but never quite settling into a finished 
format” (Andrew Gant, The Carols of Christmas: A Celebration of the 
Surprising Stories Behind your Favorite Holiday Songs, 2015).  Last year, 
singing carols with you, dressing up in pageant costumes, and exploring 
the words of Handel’s Messiah were beautiful and poignant moments in 
preparing my heart for Christmas.   

It is our hope that exploring the carols, singing the words we know by heart will provide similar degrees of poignancy.  In 
addition to Sunday services, you’re invited to join in our daily devotional during Advent, listening to a different carol each 
day, participating in simple actions to prepare our hearts for the birth of the Savior, and reading scriptures from the 
prophets and the gospels as they tell the story of the Christ Child’s birth. Together, in this season, I pray God will prepare 
our hearts to experience the miracle and the gift of Christmas! 



WORSHIP
JOIN US FOR 
WORSHIP ONLINE 
Advent begins Sunday, November 29. 

All services, including the Christmas pageant, a 
special Children’s Christmas Eve service and our 
traditional Christmas Eve service will be recorded 
and streamed online.  Copies of bulletins are 
available upon request. 
www.youtube.com/c/ParkRidgeCommunityChurchPRCC 

December 6 Second Sunday in Advent 
PEACE: Heavenly Messengers 
Psalm 91:9-16, Luke 2:8-14  
Holy Communion (call if you need elements) 

December 13 Third Sunday in Advent 
JOY: Little Towns, Where Love is Found 
Pageant Sunday 
Luke 2:1-7 

December 20 Fourth Sunday in Advent 
LOVE: A Holy Family  
Isaiah 7:10-16, Luke 2:15-20 

December 24 Christmas Eve 
LIGHT: Christ is Born 
The ABCs of Christmas: A Family Friendly 

Christmas Experience 
A Traditional PRCC Christmas w/carols and 

candlelight 

December 27 First Sunday after Christmas 

ADVENT DAILY DEVOTIONAL 
Our staff team has prepared a daily devotional to accompany 
the PRCC Advent worship series. This devotional may be 
viewed electronically from our website or you may request a 
printed copy.  Each day has a scripture passage for reflection, 
a commentary or reflection on the passage, a simple action, 
prayer, and link to a different Christmas carol to listen to each 
day! 

MORAVIAN LOVE FEAST 
NOVEMBER 29th  
The first Sunday of Advent will feature a traditional Moravian 
Love Feast on Sunday, November 29.  In order to allow for 
eating, drinking, and singing, we will hold this holy service 
virtually as we begin the season of Advent.  Recipes for 
preparing your sweet coffee and “Love 
Buns” at home will be provided. If you 
would like additional service supplies, 
such as candles and coffee ingredients, 
please RSVP to pick up these items by 
November 22nd HERE. 

ADVENT SUNDAY ZOOM 
Each Sunday during Advent, the congregation of PRCC is 
invited to join in a Zoom “coffee hour” from 9:30-10:00 am. 
During this time Pastor Carol and our staff will highlight a few 
important announcements, share updates on Joys and 
Concerns, and allow for time to see one another’s smiling 
faces. Children are encouraged to attend! So, pour yourself 
some coffee or cider and log-in for a brief touchpoint during 
Advent. 

Join Zoom Meeting 
https://zoom.us/j/95163782426?pwd=c2kvM2xGR3pRM
Ws3MzNWU1lzUGNNUT09 

Meeting ID: 951 6378 2426 
Passcode: 919348 
One tap mobile 
+13126266799,,95163782426# US (Chicago)

CHRISTMAS PAGEANT 
Our Christmas Pageant will be a little different this year! We 
have a couple of ways your children can be involved. 
We need narrators. We need actors playing the main 
characters and saying their lines.  Sadly, we will not have the 
shepherds, sheep, and angels as we usually do. Children can 
be recorded at church in costume or from your home (DIY 
costume or borrow from our church collection). 
We also have some parts that will need to be filmed in person. 
If you would like to be involved, please email Shelley at 
sundayschool@parkridgecommunitychurch.org.   Please 
specify if you prefer recording from home or church and 
whether you will provide your own costume or borrow one 
from the church. We are prepared to follow all safety 
protocols for those wishing to film at church, but we will 
accommodate families’ preferences. Email ASAP to be 
involved!
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FINDING THE JOY 
OF MUSIC WHEN 
WE CANNOT 
SING 
TOGETHER… 
by Sasha Gerritson, PRCC Director of Music Ministries 

Above all else, Christmas music is my absolute favorite. More 
than opera, musical theater, big band standards or classic 80’s 
rock (which are my other favorites!), the familiar music of 
beloved Christmas Carols, Handel’s Messiah, Corelli’s 
Christmas Concerto and even the hokey tunes on the holiday 
radio channel, bring a smile to my face like no other. It’s 
always been that way, ever since I was a kid.  

Beginning shortly after Halloween each year, some of the 
radio stations switch over to holiday music only, playing it 
morning, noon and night. There are songs like “Have a Holly, 
Jolly Christmas” or “I Saw Mommy Kissing Santa Claus” or 
“Jingle Bell Rock”, and I listen in my car and SING at the top of 
my lungs while I drive. I love it so much! My kids are always 
embarrassed and mortified… which makes me do it even 
more, I say with a wink and a smile, to other parents reading 
this. But I can’t help it, the music has always filled my heart 
with gladness and I can’t help but sing.  

This year, however, I’m not driving that much. I’m not going 
anywhere and everything just feels upside down. No car rides 
= no Christmas radio. No choir rehearsals, no Handel’s 
Messiah concerts. I feel sad. Of course, I know I’m not alone 
experiencing these feelings, with the holidays during the 
pandemic, but I still feel a sense of grief.  

A few weeks ago I went to church and met with Karen Nelson 
and three other string players and we recorded the Christmas 
music for the worship videos in the sanctuary. The minute 
they started playing my eyes filled up with tears and I got 
choked up. It was as if I was hearing live music for the first 
time again. I was overwhelmed. I was overcome with emotion. 
I realized, in that moment, how deeply I have been missing 
live music. It’s a void that I long to fill and nothing I do seems 
to fill it, regardless of what I try.  

“Then sings my soul, my Savior, God to thee…” 

So, what to do? At first I stayed away from it. Finding it too 
painful to sing, or practice or even listen to music that much, 
because I felt so sad that all my work wasn’t possible (choirs, 
operas, rehearsals, etc)., but then I remembered something I 
always knew. Music has the power to heal. To heal my broken 
heart. To dry my tears. To give nourishment to my soul. And 
just like that I was back. Singing at the top of my lungs and 
bothering my kids to no end.  

This Advent season I invite you to sing loud and proud along 
with all the hymns in the worship videos, regardless of what 
other people in your household say or feel! And to quote one 
of my all time favorite Christmas movies (ELF) “The best way 
to spread Christmas cheer is singing loud for all to hear!” 

“O Come let us adore Him, Christ, the Lord!” 



OUR PRAYER 
MINISTRY  
During this Advent season please pray for all God’s people to 
be guided toward a Christ spirit and the openness to receive 
gifts of peace, love and joy from Him who gives freely.  As the 
Spirit leads you, please remember to include the following in 
your personal prayer time. 
Continue to include in your prayers all those on our prayer ministry 
list: Heather Cannon, Erika Cornelisen, Kylie Figgins, Jon Forsythe, 
Troy Gilbert, Edith E. Hurlburt, Tom Kapolnek, Candace Kidston, 
Walter and Christina Kotecki, Geri LeDuc, Lurana Nelson, Leo 
Netko, Dean Muenzer, Reggie Pantazi, Susan Ruth, Ann Stutts, 
Kathleen Weller, Joyce Wright, Bill Zoellner, Kate Zoellner. 
We also keep in our prayers the following November requests: 

Life in the Resurrection 
- Hold in your prayers our beloved member and friend Judy H.,
who entered Life in the Resurrection on 10/31.
- Please pray for Sandy Bowen’s daughter in law and her
family as they grieve the loss of her mother Marcia who
entered life in the Resurrection 10/25.
- We have been praying for Luan and Bill Zoellner’s friend
Warren, who entered life in the resurrection this month. We
pray for his wife Mitzi and all of their loved ones.
- We have been praying for Ginny Jacobsen brother Ric, who
had been in hospice care, and entered life in the resurrection
this month.
- We hold in our prayers the McGuffey family, whose Great
Uncle Gene entered life in the resurrection this month.
- The Beile family asks for prayers as they marked the 4th
anniversary of Dick's death and honored the memory of their
mother Earlene during the Service of Remembrance.
- We hold in our prayers the Collentine family, as DIck’s
nephew Patrick entered life in the resurrection on 11/14.
- We hold Lorenzo F. and family in our prayers as his mother,
Constance, entered life in the resurrection on 11/18.

Healing and Recovery 
- We pray for Shelley’s dad, Fred Flener who is recovering
from foot surgery this month.
- Please hold in your prayers Caroline Dase whose medical
challenges encountered a new hurdle this week and she has
an upcoming cardiac procedure that we surround with our
prayers.
- Pray for Mary Johnson's aunt Lois, who is 94 with a malignant
melanoma and discerning what is next for her.
- Please pray for Teri’s Beidke father Joe, who is preparing for
an upcoming procedure and his patience as he lives into the
limitations of the meantime.
- Tracy Peters asks for prayer as she recovers from surgery
(10/28). Tracy had her first knee replacement surgery almost a
year ago and has been struggling to fully recover ever since.

- Marylynn Collentine asked for prayers for her brother-in-law
Patrick, who is preparing for a bone marrow transplant after
he was found to have multiple myeloma; and prayers for her
brother Greg, who was just diagnosed with adenocarcinoma
of the esophagus.
- Please hold in your prayers, Mike who had a hip re-
replacement surgery.
- We pray for Bill Zoellner. who is home from the hospital, as
he and Luan figure out ways to care for his latest struggles 
with his lungs. 
- Please pray for Grace Curtis’s sister Joyce, her caregivers and
housemates, many of whom have covid and many of whom 
have medical challenges that will make healing more 
complicated. 
- Continue to pray for Evan Curtis, whose treatment continues
to be rigorous. Evan’s response has been mostly good, but
he’s had a couple of rough weeks due to the intensity of the
chemo.
- Please pray for Cathy Stewart’s granddaughter Anna who
went to the Mayo Clinic for an intensive work up. Please pray
for hope, encouragement and relief from pain..
- Please pray for Jaclyn W’s mother in law Linda, who was
hospitalized with a number of health complications, some of
which have been resolved and others that remain.
- Dianne Meltreger asks for prayers for her friend Joe, had
emergency surgery this week and was diagnosed with colon
cancer. Please pray for his recovery from surgery and all that is
ahead for him and his family.
- Please pray for Jan Olson’s brother Bob; Dave Swanson’s
Aunt Jo, and Sandy Bowen’s sister Kay, who have all recently
become infected with covid-19.

Birthdays/Anniversaries/Retirement/Graduation 
- We celebrate the birthdays of the following
members: Dave Kapolnek, Sam Taglia, Eric Nelson, Tom 
Brunet, Kevin Plach, Bela Brown, Leigh Sasser, Shelley O’Brien, 
Kim Dohnke, Bev Patt, Ryen Desmedt, Wendy Hayes,  Marie 
Clapper, Karryn Swanson, Josh Jarvis, Colleen Klimmeck, and 
Mary Tilley! 
- Wishing Happy Anniversary to Tom & Cindy Klimmeck
& Bob and Paula Mack!

Community 
- Prayers continue for all those affected by coronavirus; those
in the medical field caring for the sick, those in the scientific
community advancing treatments and potential vaccines,
those grieving the loss of loved ones as well as those home
sick with covid virus.



Joys 
- We celebrate the Connections and support for each other through Kindred Connections and the Stephen Ministry presentation
attended by about 30 people.
- Teri Beidke is celebrating the birth of her great niece Charlotte.
- We celebrate the success of the Pumpkin Patch, which was not only a successful fundraiser for our youth, church, and food pantry,
but provided a safe space for the community to gather and find joy!
- On this Thanksgiving Sunday, we have so much swirling around in our hearts, and yet we are thankful.
- We give thanks for the fellowship, faith, and strength found among this community.
- We give thanks for healing that has transpired, as surgeries have happened, strength has returned, and new life begun.
- This week we are celebrating the birth of a few children in our extended church family: Josh and Ali (Jarvis) Cornish gave birth to
their child Wesley Everett Cornish on November 9; Michael and Rachael Jarvis had their daughter Kennedy Annemarie Jarvis on
November 14; and Leena Swanson and Josh Blocker had their son Isaac David on Sunday, Nov. 15. We celebrate the health of each of
these children and the joy and hope that they embody! Jarvis- Gerritson and Swanson families - we are celebrating with you!

CONNECTIONS AND CARE 
PRCC is a connected and caring faith community.  This temporary time of social distancing and sheltering in place results in a lot of 
physical isolation.  We want to stay connected with you!  Please let us know how you are and what your prayer needs might be.  If you 
would like a phone call or need something we can help with, please call or email the church office.  If you are willing to make some 
calls and share your cheerful voice with someone, please let Liz Swanson know.  We miss being together and look forward to the time 
we can all be back together to serve others and worship God.  In the meantime, know you are loved, valued and we are connected in 
Spirit!  

WEEKLY HANGOUTS
The weekly Hangouts are now on Wednesdays at noon on ZOOM and we will continue to discuss the upcoming Sunday worship 
scriptures. Anyone and all are welcome to join in!  
https://zoom.us/j/91239346091?pwd=R3ZWSWdHWG85a1Q5b1AzbXJ6OXpjZz09 
Meeting ID: 912 3934 6091 Passcode: 62285 

THANK YOU!!! 
From Pastor Carol and the Hill Family
To our wonderful members and friends at PRCC –  
THANK YOU from the bottom of our hearts for your care while our family has been 
sick and recovering from Covid-19. The first positive test result was received on 
Monday, November 9. I sent an email out to the congregation on Tuesday, 
November 10. We got the remaining 4 positive covid tests in the following days.  All 
4 adults and 3 children (my aunts are staying with us while their home is under construction) became ill with covid.  
Immediately, the warmth, prayers, and love from each of you was felt.  You showered us with meals, groceries, and offers 
for more. Breads, muffins, gluten-free treats, and kid-friendly snacks were just the beginning.  There were days when each 
of us could barely move, and sometimes none of us could really function…and your meals sustained us, your prayers 
uplifted us, and your assurances that I could rest and heal were received! THANK YOU THANK YOU THANK YOU! We are all 
on the road to wholeness, and it is only because of YOU!  To be cared for so tenderly is an honor and a privilege and 
something we will cherish for all of our days.  

BIBLE STUDY
Wenesday night Disciple I Bible Study will continue on Dec. 2, 9, and 16. There will be no class on December 23 or 30. The 
DIY Bible Study will NOT have a video component during Advent in an effort to help simplify this often chaotic season.  The 
Daily Devotion will replace the DIY Study Guide for Advent.  A Weekly DIY video and study guide will return in January. 
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STEPHEN 

MINISTRY 
MESSAGE

But each of us was given grace according to the measure of 
Christ’s gift. 

 Ephesians 4:7  (NSRV) 

A forestry professor 
from Northland College, 
Wisconsin, likely very 
bored while 
quarantined sometime 
during the past several 
months, was out in the 
woods with a special 
flashlight when he 
discovered that flying 
squirrels glow pink 

under black light. He and a fellow professor decided to see if 
all species of flying squirrels glowed pink, and visited the Field 
Museum, where they discovered that, in fact, they did. And as 
long as they were there, allegedly sober, and with a black light 
in hand, they decided to check out the platypuses because 
they are very weird mammals. Sure enough, they glow! 

The interesting thing is, although there are other creatures 
that glow under black light, like scorpions, lichens, and the 
beaks of puffins, (and certain bodily fluids but we are not 
going there) platypuses and flying squirrels are among the 
very few mammals that do. (And yes, a squirrel is a mammal.) 
God only knows why a platypus (or a squirrel for that matter) 
needs to glow – literally, no one knows but God.  

Because it is nearing Christmas, this particular female human 
mammal decided glowing in the dark must be a gift, given by a 
God with a sense of humor, to both the mammal that glows 
and the mammal that always wants to know why. (And yes we 
know God has a sense of humor because we are told we are 
created in God’s image, and we love to laugh.)  

Seems to me that an inexplicable glow-in-the-dark platypus is 
the perfect Christmas gift from God with which to end 2020. If 
nothing else, it gives us something to talk about over the 
Christmas  Zoom call besides politics.  

But we should probably talk about God’s best gift to us. Here 
is what Henri Nouwen says we are given in Turn my Mourning 
into Dancing:  

Many things in our lives matter intensely to us, but 
those are what we must be careful to “hold lightly.” 
Holding lightly to all that is important in our lives 
means remembering that we are not what we 
require and we accomplish as much as what we have 
received. The deepest joys come not from the money 
we earn, the friends we surround ourselves with, or 
the results we achieve. Rather, we are whom God 
made us to be in his infinite love. We are the gifts we 
are given, not just the conquests we make. As long as 
we keep running around, anxiously trying to affirm 
ourselves or be affirmed by others, we remain blind 
to One who has loved us first, dwells in our heart, 
and has formed our truest self. (Italics added.) 

Grace, given to us through Christ, Paul says, is the gift God 
gives to each of us. Nouwen says that God’s gift is what is 
what is really important – not our needs or achievements or 
wealth or conquests or Twitter followers. He says that God’s is 
the only affirmation we need. Indeed, efforts to find 
affirmation in what we do, or to garner it from others, blinds 
us to our truest selves. 

Elsewhere Paul says we are an expensive gift. (I Corinthians 
6:20) Or as Bonhoeffer puts it in the Cost of Discipleship, “Such 
grace is costly because it calls us to follow, and it is grace 
because it calls us to follow Jesus Christ. It is costly because it 
costs a man his life, and it is grace because it gives a man the 
only true life.” 

This Christmas the gifts we will give and receive will be 
tempered by the chaos of the pandemic, the inability to spend 
time with all of our loved ones, and the losses we have 
experienced since last Christmas. But we are assured by some 
very wise “men” that the greatest gift of all will be ours this 
Christmas and every Christmas to come: the grace given to us 
in the incarnation of the Christ.  

Nevertheless, it’s going to be a tough month, and you 
shouldn’t wait for someone to randomly shine a little light into 
your life. Instead, you should ask your church family who loves 
you for whatever help you need to get through these difficult 
days.  Stephen Ministers are more than willing and quite able 
to see you as the gift from God you are, and more, to accept 
you just as you are – even if you don’t glow in the dark. 
Contact Pastor Carol or Liz Swanson at 847-823-3164, or 
Ginny Feurer at 847-840-7082. 

Merry Christmas from all of the Stephen Leaders and Stephen 
Ministers! 

- Anita Rifkind 



BOARD
NEWS

By Tom Goodwin, Chair and Naomi Siebert, Vice-Chair 

Our Board of Directors did not meet as a Board in November, 
but all of our ministry areas have been busily engaged in 
meaningful ministry!  We look forward to our next Board 
meeting on Tuesday, December 15 at 7:30 pm over ZOOM. 

- Building Use: We continue to meet to consider ways
of keeping our groups and building safe. Currently, the 
building is closed due to rising cases of covid-19. In order to 
keep everyone safe, worship services will be held remotely. 

- Trustees: Progress is being made in finishing Phase 6
of the sanctuary windows initiative, pertaining to the Ellinger 
Transept stained glass window. Despite some timing set-
backs, we are hopeful that the window framing that is rotten 
will be replaced and the stained glass secured for years to 
come. We anticipate this work being completed in the coming 
weeks. 

- Finance: Our Stewardship Campaign in October is a
good start, but we still have a number of absent pledging 
units. The Finance team will follow up to confirm with 
Automatic Withdrawal participants and members whose 
commitments have not yet been received.  Currently, we have 
experienced some savings in expenses due to reduced use of 
the building and some staff reductions (nursery and 
musicians). Our pledges are slightly down.  We are hopeful for 
generous giving in December to help us end the year with a 
balanced budget of expenses and revenue. We have received 
67 pledges for 2021, and we anticipate around 50 more 
households to submit commitments. All Staff and Board 
Members have been asked to put together their proposed 
budget requests for the 2021 ministry year. 

- Outreach: This passionate team is working to find
ways to help our congregation meet a variety of needs in our 
community and beyond.  Check out the Outreach video to find 
out how to bring toys and coats to donate. 

- Youth: Pastor Mollie and the Youth Committee have
reported out record level sales from the Pumpkin Patch 2020! 
The Youth Committee has made contributions to the Eric 
Nelson scholarship fund, to the Maine Township Food 
Depository, and to the Harbour. Their donation to the PRCC 
General Operating Budget is a higher than budgeted amount 
to try and support the ongoing needs of our church ministries. 

- Welcoming and Membership: The Welcoming and
Membership Team continues to brainstorm ways of 
connecting with new participants as well as long-time 
members. This is a challenge when we are not together in 
person. Contact Sara Born or Sue Douglass with your ideas! 

- Structure Committee: The Structure team is going to
resubmit a charter for the Board’s approval.  They are 
reconsidering the overall structure of committees, Boards, 
functions, purpose, and ministries. There are part of the by-
laws that are no longer applicable, and this group is working to 
give the Board a draft version that would reflect current and 
anticipated operations. 

On behalf of all of the Board of Directors, in whose care 
you’ve entrusted the leadership of PRCC, 

 we’d like to wish 
Our PRCC Church Family – 

a blessed, peaceful, and meaningful Advent season 
and a very 

Merry Christmas! 
STEWARDSHIP UPDATE 
Dear PRCC Family, 

The Finance Committee has begun to work on 2021 
Budgets.  These budgets are made possible because of the 
generosity of our congregation in supporting the ministries 
and mission of our church. 

Thank you to those who have already submitted your 2021 
pledges.  It is not too late to be part of this important 
stewardship process.  No gift is too small to help in sharing 
God's love with our world.  We hope you will consider 
completing this confidential online commitment form via the 
links here. 

♥ Children Online Form:
https://forms.gle/v2JXWf31gaExykP67
♥ Youth Online Form:
https://forms.gle/oaZhu4n19Xjrhwv7A
♥ Adult Online Form:
https://forms.gle/p8q9gxeUQoTeH4WW7

Thank you for your support. 
Naomi Siebert, Vice Chair of the Congregation / Finance 
Committee Chair 

 
 

CURRENT OFFICE HOURS 
Pastor Carol and Pastor Mollie are available for 
meetings/prayer time by appointment only at this time. 
Conversations can be scheduled at your home, outside on the 
porch, through Zoom or phone call.  The Church Office is 
open Friday mornings, please call if you would like to stop by 
so that individuals are not all present at the same time.  
The Medical Lending Closet has closed for the time 
being.  Thank you for your understanding as schedules 
continue to shift.  
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WINTER 
NEWS 
KINDRED SPIRITS CAFÉ 
AND BEYOND! 
Tuesday Virtual Connections 
We are connected in all the ways we can be! Join us on Zoom on 
Tuesdays at noon and sign up for the weekly communication email or 
letter if you are not already receiving one.  If you have donations to 
make or are interested in borrowing a book, let Liz Swanson 
know.  We are offering contact free connections while keeping our 
distance in order to keep everyone healthy. 

Let’s meet virtually!  We have an exciting schedule for December as 
follows: 

12/1 - Celebrating birthdays with Sasha singing. 

12/8 – Park Ridge Police Officer Peterson will share crime prevention 
techniques to keep ourselves and property safe. 

12/15 – Special Music Guest sharing some Christmas favorites. 

12/22 and 12/29 MERRY CHRISTMAS AND HAPPY NEW YEAR – No 
Kindred Spirits Cafe 

https://zoom.us/j/92014175334?pwd=Njd2UXpkN0pMV0dSYTdSc
Whnankxdz09 
Meeting ID: 920 1417 5334 
Passcode: 994443 
Dial by your location 

+1 312 626 6799 US

KNITTING KNIGHTS 
Gifts for Sale! 
Are you looking for some meaningful, handcrafted gifts this 
season?  The Knitting Knights have a number of options for 
you – Christmas items, warm hats, shawls and more, plus baby 
blankets and gifts.  Are you a crocheter, knitter or sewer?  If 
so, we invite you to join us as we craft items to brighten up 
those long, dark evenings.  We are meeting on Zoom Monday, 
12/14 at 7:00 p.m.  We also have plenty of yarn and supplies if 
you need anything for a take a project home.  Talk with Liz 
Swanson for more information. 

CREATION CARE TEAM TIP: 
Karen Heckmann shares this Creation Care Team tip for 
December: 
An easy way to eliminate some paper 
waste is to use reusable filter baskets in 
your coffeemaker.  The filters, which are 
quite inexpensive, are available in many 
sizes and styles, including those 
appropriate for Keurig users.  There are 
many options to choose from and you 
can find them at your favorite in-person 
retailer or on-line. 
Search for “reusable mesh coffee filters.” 
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WINTER 
NEWS

MEMBERSHIP NEWS 
The Welcome/Membership Committee encourages you to 
share our online service link to neighbors and friends who 
might be interested in worshipping with us.  For those of you 
who are considering joining our PRCC family, we can 
welcome you into membership on a schedule that works best 
for you!   Contact Pastor Carol or one of us for more 
information. 

Sara Born (sara.born@hotmail.com) 
Sue Douglass (suedouglass@hotmail.com) 

MEDITATION AND YOGA 
Cindy Klimmeck is offering mediation and yoga classes on 
ZOOM. Yoga – Monday at 7 pm, Chair Yoga – Tuesday at 10:15 
am, Yoga Nidra – Thursday at 8:30 pm, and Meditation – 
Friday at 9 am. 
https://us04web.zoom.us/j/9671602932 
Meeting ID: 967 160 2932 
New password to enter – 227332 

CROP WALK SUCCESS 
Special Congratulations to the following:  
Bill Zoellner – biggest fundraiser for the 2020 CROP Walk; 
Katie Reboletti –First time walker; and 
Ella McCarty –our youngest walker with donations! 

The CROP Walk 2020 may have looked a little different, but it 
still responded to the great needs of those in this community 
and around the world who suffer from food insecurity.  
Together, PRCC raised around $11,000, and the Park Ridge-
Niles CROP Walk raised $32,000!!  Many thanks to all who 
helped to organize, coordinate, and walk – and Special thanks 
to Sandy Bowen!  Together, we are helping put an end to 
hunger! 

VOLUNTEER SPOTLIGHT
So many members and friends volunteer their time to our 
beloved church.  We are grateful for each and every one of 
them. Some people we see and hear about all the time but 
there are others behind the scenes and we don’t always know 
about all that they do.  
Each month in our Volunteer Spotlight we say thank you to an 
individual, couple or group for sharing their time and talents. 
This also gives us the opportunity to share with members and 
newcomers a little bit of information about what our 
"generous stewards of God's gifts" are doing here at PRCC.  

"Each of you should use whatever gift you have received to 
serve others, as faithful stewards of God's grace in its various 
forms." Peter 4:10 

This month we recognize 

Mary Biardo 
in the Volunteer Spotlight. 

Mary Biardo has been a 
PRCC member for quite a 
while and has been active in 
a number of ministries. Mary served on the Senior 
Pastor Search Committee which led to calling Pastor 
Carol as our Senior Minister in 2018. Mary is a trained 
Stephen Minister, a trained caregiver providing 
compassionate Christian care, emotional and spiritual 
support to those in crisis or in need of someone to listen 
without judgment.  

Mary has just finished a three year term of service as a 
trustee where, in addition to normal trustee duties, she 
put to use her considerable expertise in gardening to 
help maintain and beautify the outdoor landscape of our 
church. She also assisted with the newly designed 
pollinator garden in memory of Nancy Zuegel.   

Mary is an active member of Circle 10 where she’s 
volunteered at the Spirit of Christmas dinners and le 
Cheap Boutique most recently.  In the past, Mary has 
joined dinner groups and she’s also an expert knitter, 
sharing her beautiful creations through the Knitting 
Knights ministry.  

Mary currently serves on our Staff Parish Relations 
Committee, providing support for our staff and systems 
of congregational relations. 

We are all blessed and thankful for the faithful and 
caring service that Mary provides here at PRCC.  
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SUNDAY SCHOOL
NEWS 
Dear God, 

The Christmas 
seasons is so filled 
with JOY and 
ANTICIPATION…and 
it’s sometimes hard 
for me to wait. Help me to make room for you in my 
heart this year. Help me to be ready to welcome the 
birth of Jesus with gifts of kindness and love. Help me to 
resist being focused on toys and gifts, and instead allow 
my focus to be on loving you and others.  I can’t wait to 
hear angels singing – open my ears to their songs! I can’t 
wait to remember Mary and Joseph with the animals – 
open my eyes to see those who are most in need. I can’t 
wait to join the shepherds and wise ones in worshiping 
Jesus as my King – open my heart that I can love him 
more and more. Amen. 

VIRTUAL PK-5 SUNDAY 
SCHOOL

During this time as we are not able to meet in person, we 
would still like the kids to have their own Sunday School time 
to learn and grow in their faith. Each week, look for an email 
from me that will have a video. Each video will be a short 
lesson, music, and an activity the kids might choose to do. The 
lessons will be related to the sermon series in hopes that 
families will be able to talk, share, and feel God’s presence 
each week.  
We are going to have a virtual pageant. Sasha will be creating 
a wonderful video that will be part of the service on December 
13. It will be a little different this year, but we can’t have a
year without some kind of pageant!
Try to get involved in some outreach. It will look a little
different this year, but there are still plenty of opportunities to
donate toys, coats, t-shirts, hand warmers, and food. We are
all blessed. Let’s pass on the love.
If you have not received emails from the Sunday School and
would like to be added to the list, please contact Shelley.
Shelley O’Brien
sundayschool@parkridgecommunitychurch.org

SUNDAY SCHOOL AND 
YOUTH CHRISTMAS DRIVE 
PRCC will be providing gift bags to those who are experiencing 
homelessness this Christmas season.  The Sunday School and 
Youth families with be assembling these bags and we could 
use your donations of men’s large and extra-large t-shirts, face 
masks and hand/feet warmers.  Please bring your donations to 
the Park Place Room or contact Shelley or Pastor Mollie for a 
pick-up.

mailto:sundayschool@parkridgecommunitychurch.org


Throughout the month of December, Youth will be focusing on 
service and outreach to the community. 

The Youth have been challenged by a very generous congregation 
member to purchase items for youth through the Notre Dame Toy 
Drive!  Youth are encouraged to purchase items for someone their 
own age.  The PRCC member will match costs up to $250.00! 

With $1,000.00 raised from The Patch, Youth will be providing items 
for The Harbour from their Amazon Wishlist!  Youth will also be 
contributing a $1,000 to the Maine Township Food Pantry from The 
Patch financial efforts! 

Confirmation Class will be meeting via Zoom indefinitely due to 
Covid-19 precautions and inclement weather.  Youth 6th-8th grade 
learn and explore their own beliefs and faith alongside their peers 
and adult mentors! 

December Schedule via Zoom:  Wednesdays, 6-6:45pm 
2nd:  UCC 101 with Pastor Carol 

9th:  What Does PRCC Believe? Part 1 
16th:  What Does PRCC Believe? Part II (with Mentors) 

23rd & 30th: No Confirmation: Christmas Break 



OUTREACH NEWS
OPPORTUNITIES TO DONATE 

THE BRIDGE PROJECT: Drop off items on Sat, Nov 21 from 9 am-12 pm! 

Our masks and 100 soap sacks were delivered to The Bridge Project. They were very grateful. 

The Bridge Project provides monthly meals, toiletries and cold weather gear to residents of tent cities. This winter they need: 

• gently used adult coats
• gloves
• hats
• blankets
• HotHands for hands and feet

Collection Information: Please drop off donations in the designated box in the Park Place Room during Church Office hours from 9:30 
am - 12:00 noon on Fridays. Or on Saturday, November 21st from 9 am- 12 pm, there will also be curbside drop off at the Park Place 
Room entrance. 

CHRISTMAS TOY DRIVE 

The Fraternite Notre Dame operates a religious and humanitarian mission in Chicago’s Austin neighborhood where they serve the 
poor through a daily soup kitchen, food pantry, an afterschool program and other ways. In December, they serve a Christmas meal to 
1000 people and give a gift to every child. Every gift is welcome; however, they struggle with gifts for teenagers. 

Gift Ideas for Teens: craft kit, drawing or painting supplies, board game, deck of cards, cool socks, purse or backpack, necklace or 
bracelet, hair barrettes, hairbrush, Chapstick, sporting equipment 

Please no guns, makeup or monsters! 

Collection Information: Starting in November through Saturday, December 12th, place unwrapped gifts in the Christmas box located 
in the Park Place Room. We will deliver all gifts on the afternoon of December 12th. Let the office know if you would like to be part of 
the delivery team or wrapping team. 

CANS FOR CARE

Please continue to support the Maine Township Food Pantry through donations of food items. 

View the Food Pantry Wish List. 

Collection Information: Drop off your food donation directly at the Maine Township Hall, 1700 Ballard Rd., Park Ridge (hours are 10-3 
M-F) or any of these PRCC members’ homes listed below, all located in Park Ridge. Each house has a large, labeled Cans For Care bin in
front.

Laura & Tim Lapp - 1 Glenlake Ave 
Paula & Bob Mack - 740 Forestview Ave 
Marylynn & Dick Collentine - 936 Rowe Ave 
Tom & Cindy Klimmeck -316 N Ashland Ave 
Eric & Mary Johnson – 1119 S. Home 
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OPPORTUNITIES TO SERVE 

LINCOLN PARK COMMUNITY SERVICES 
Lincoln Park Community Services is open for volunteer meal assistance. We will not go in person to serve dinners, but can deliver 
home cooked meals to the shelter. Because the PRCC kitchen remains closed, we hope that a few members/families would be willing 
to cook various parts of the meal in their homes. 

We need individuals/families to prepare one of the following meal components to feed 25 people on Thursday, December 3rd 
(CHOOSE ONE): 

• salad
• vegetable
• starch
• meat entree
• dessert

If you can help, please contact Luan Zoellner at lzoellner@ameritech.net or (847) 525-8353 for further details and to avoid duplication 
of efforts/food selection. This is a wonderful opportunity to get the whole family involved in showing God’s love to those often 
forgotten in this world. 

SUNDAY NIGHT SUPPERS 
PRCC will be a part of Sunday Night Suppers, but with different procedures due to Covid-19. Until health guidelines change, we will 
provide 85 pre-packaged meals from a restaurant or caterer, 85 individual drinks (juice or milk), and 85 pre-packaged individual 
desserts from a store (sorry, no homemade items allowed). 

PRCC assigned dates are: 
2020 - November 22    (all volunteer slots filled) 
2021 - February 28, April 25, May 16 

Volunteer Requirements -  Limited to three (3) people total to assist with to-go meal distribution curbside 
●  Two (2) volunteers will assemble to-go meals at a table inside PR Presbyterian Church
●  One (1) additional volunteer will be stationed at the curb to advise the assembly team the number of  meals needed and be the
“runner” to bring meals out as guests’ cars arrive.

• Volunteers must bring and wear their own mask the entire time they are on site at Park Ridge Presbyterian Church and wear
gloves while assembling to-go meals. 

The time commitment is from 3:30 - 5:00 pm each date.  Please sign up through Sign Up Genius at Sunday Suppers.  Thank you for 
considering to help provide meals for local families in need. 

Questions about any of these outreach opportunities can be directed to outreach@parkridgecommunitychurch.org. 

about:blank
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PRCC (COVID) SNAPSHOTS 
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Contact Us: 
847-823-3164 
office@parkridgecommunitychurch.org 
parkridgecommunitychurch.org  

Our Staff:   
Rev. Carol Hill, Senior Minister  
Pastor Mollie Foster, Associate Minister  
Sasha Gerritson, Director of Music Ministries 
Shelley O’Brien, Director of Children’s Ministries 
Liz Swanson, Director of Pastoral Services  
Jaclyn Weir, Parish Coordinator 
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