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CHRIST IS RISEN…And We Are …WITNESSES                               Graduation Sunday 
MAY 16, 2021__________________________________________________________________________________________                                                                                                                                                                                  

WELCOME! 

We hope worship today nurtures your heart and transforms your mind. At PRCC, we realize we need each 

other and commit to pray for each other. We reach out in love and compassion to a world in need, knowing 

we are a work in progress. No matter who you are, where you are on life’s journey, you are welcome here. 
 

WELCOME 

PRELUDE                                                                             

*CALL TO WORSHIP   

We are witnesses, 
 

to the love God has poured into us. 
 

We are witnesses of God’s love, 
 

sharing it with each person we meet. 
 

We are witnesses to everyone we encounter, 
 

little children like us, sisters and brothers in God’s family. 
 

HYMN                                                                                     Open My Eyes, v. 1-3                                                                (see insert) 
 

PRAYER OF CONFESSION 

Almighty God, 

we confess that we have our eyes set in the clouds 
instead of on the earth You have given us. 
 

We desire heavenly treasure 
but we keep believing that worldly means will help us attain it. 
 

Forgive us for our short sightedness. 
Draw us away from the temptations 
to seek worldly power and measures of success, 
and call us to the down-to-earth message of Your love, 
to care for the needs of those around us, 
especially the oppressed and marginalized. 
 

You have called us through scripture 
to care for the widows and orphans among us; 
help us to see all those who are left out by society and are in need. 
Help us to break down the dividing walls that we have placed, 
so that we may truly be one, 
as You and Christ are one. 

 

Silent Prayers are Offered 
 

WORDS OF ASSURANCE 

We were made by God, brought forth from the earth, 

the earth that was called good when God created it. 
Your very being is good. 
You are blessed, earth-born, 
and called forth to care for the earth and all who dwell in it. 
In the love of Christ, we are forgiven and made new. 
 
Thanks be to God! Amen. 

 

 

 

PARK RIDGE COMMUNITY CHURCH 



 



*GLORIA PATRI                                                                                                                                 
Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Ghost. 

As it was in the beginning, is now and ever shall be, world without end. Amen. 
 

*PASSING THE PEACE 
 

FIRST READING                                                                   Ephesians 1:15-23 
 

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE 
 

RECOGNITION OF GRADUATES 
Eternal God, in you we live, and move, and have our being.  
In your will we find our purpose, and in your wisdom we find our joy.  
 

Bless these graduates who have completed a course of 
study and now begin a new part of their lives.  
Let them not be troubled about the past nor anxious about the future,  
but let them be concerned about the moment they must now live. 
Strengthen their faith and ease their fears that they may courageously follow your Spirit and live 
fully the life you give them. When doubt and confusion about their purpose surround them, light 
their way and give them peace in your plan for them. Let them use the gifts they have received in 
their studies that they may become a source of inspiration and blessing for the world. And when 
each day is ended, give them delight in knowing that the good work you have begun in them shall 
come to completion in you. We ask this through Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 

PASTORAL PRAYER & THE LORD’S PRAYER 

Our Father, who art in Heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on Earth as 

it is in Heaven. Give us this day our daily bread and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. And 

lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom and the power and the 

glory forever. Amen.    
 

MUSICAL RESPONSE                                                Breathe on Me Breath of God, verse 2                                                       

 

PREACHING LESSON                                            Luke 24:24-53 
                                                                         This is the word of God for the People of God.  
                                                                                                   Thanks be to God. 

 

SERMON                                                                                                                                                                             Pastor Carol Hill 

INVITATION TO OFFERING                                    
 

OFFERTORY 
 

*DOXOLOGY                                                                                                                                              
                                 Praise God from whom all blessings flow. Praise God all creatures here below.                               
                                   Praise God above ye heavenly host.  Praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost. Amen.                                                

 

*PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING 

Risen and ascended Lord Jesus, 

When we are numbed by the suffering of the world, 
Take us back to the deep truth 
Of your power and glory, 
Of your invincible Kingdom, 
Of your promise of reconciliation. 
In the knowledge of this truth, 
Help us to bring our gaze to earth 
And find the strength to go into the world, 
to do your will on earth as in heaven. 
To build the kingdom of God 
On earth as it is in heaven. Amen. 
 



BENEDICTION  

 

 
 

                                                                                          

* INDICATES TO PLEASE RISE IN BODY AND SPIRIT, IF ABLE                            BOLD INDICATES TO SPEAK ALOUD IN ONE VOICE, IF ABLE 

 
LEADING US IN WORSHIP MAY 16, 2021 

Rev. Carol Hill, Senior Minister      Sasha Gerritson, Director of Music Ministries 
Pastor Mollie Foster, Associate Minister     Angie & Andrew Weber, musicians 
Liz Swanson, Director of Pastoral Services Sue Douglass, organist 

 
 

 
 

 

CONGRATULATIONS GRADUATES! 

 

Eric Biedke 
Eric is graduating from Maine South on May 22! He is still on wait lists at 
Northwestern and Washington University, but is excited to have accepted 
admission at University of Iowa, to study Astronomy, Physics, Astrophysics, and 
more! 

 

Mark Biedke 
Mark will graduate from Northwestern University's 
School of Education & Social Policy, with a degree in math education. He's 
currently looking for a teaching job for Fall 2021. 

 

 

 

 

 

Luke Naudzius 
Luke graduating from UIC with a Bachelor in Business Administration, 
making the Dean’s list! Luke will stay in the area and has already started 
working for a data storage company. 

 

 

 



 

Molly O’Brien 
Molly has been at PRCC her whole life! She plays softball, loves yoga and 
meditation, loves her family and church family. She’ll be going to 
University of Colorado Springs in the fall. Majoring in Psychology with a 
minor in criminal justice. She would like to work with youth in the 
juvenile detention system because she believes in the good of all people, 
especially the young and thinks she can help them realize their true 
potential.  

 

 

 

 

Sarah Odeshoo 
Sarah’s MA is in Industrial and Organizational Psychology from 
Elmhurst College, and she will be starting my MBA in the fall of 2021! 
Sarah is currently serving as a Stephen Minister.  

 

 

 

 

 

Kevin Plach 
Kevin is graduating from Niles West HS. Will attend Oakton Community 
College majoring in HVAC.  Will also play baseball for Oakton. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Megan Wilcox 
 

 

 

 

 



 

One of the gifts of community is that hold one another in prayer.  Each week, we share our joys and sorrows with 
one another so that we might feel the support of community. No one is alone. God is with us, and we are supporting 
one another.  

WE PRAY FOR THOSE IN OUR CONGREGATION AND OUR LOVED ONES:  
Heather Cannon, Erika Cornelisen, Kylie Figgins, Jon Forsythe, Edith E. Hurlburt, Tom Kapolnek, Candace Kidston, Walter and 
Christina Kotecki, Geri LeDuc, Lurana Nelson, Leo Netko, Dean Muenzer, Reggie Pantazi, Susan Ruth, Ann Stutts, Kathleen 
Weller, Joyce Wright, Kate Zoellner. 
 

PRAYER REQUESTS FROM MAY 9TH:   
 

• We celebrate being able to gather together for worship and the peace that comes from physically being together in 
community.  

• We celebrate with the Williams family on a successful move into the city, celebrating also the blessings they have been 
and continue to be in this community of faith.  

• We celebrate last week’s Annual Meeting and the authentic conversation shared, opening our hearts to one another as 
we move forward into the year ahead.  We pray for Tom, Naomi, and our church leadership as conversations continue 
in helping our congregation be the most loving, Spirit-filled church we can be. 

• We celebrate Kevin P., who was awarded the Eric Nelson scholarship and pray for his next year at Oakton.  
• We celebrate the following birthdays - tomorrow 5/10 is Bill W.’s birthday! Wednesday 5/12 is Judy A.’s birthday; 

Thursday, 5/13 is Josie W.’s birthday, and Saturday 5/15 is Layla C.’s birthday!  
• Please hold Marty M in your prayers as he prepares for hip replacement this week. 
• Please hold a friend of Jeanne W in your prayers. Their friend Steve, who is 54 years old suffered a massive stroke and 

is recovering from brain surgery. Prayers for Steve and his family in this scary time.  
• Please join us in praying for those who are undergoing treatment of cancer - Erica, Evan, Caroline, and others.  
• Please hold in your prayers those who are struggling with depression and deep sadness.  
• Kathy also asked us to pray for her cousin and goddaughter Peggy F., who is 56 years old, had heart reconstruction 

surgery and is home recovering with a strong will to survive, but things are still quite fragile.  
• Siri asked for prayers for one of her colleagues, a 22 yr old college student, whose mother suddenly died a week or so 

ago.  She's trying to navigate getting guardianship for her siblings, who range in age from 2 to teenager, and figuring 
out how to do all the things. 

• On this day we pray for mothers, grandmothers, step-mothers, adoptive mothers, spiritual mothers. We pray for those 
who yearn to be mothers and those mothers who have suffered the unspeakable grief of losing their children. We pray 
for children whose mothers were unable to be the kind of mother they needed, those with mental illness and 
addictions. We pray for those grieving the loss of their mothers especially on this day. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

PRAYER REQUESTS 



 

 
 

MAY SERVICES 
Worship has moved back outside! Please bring your own chair and practice social distancing. Be on the lookout 
for a new survey about Sunday worship services!   
 

YOU’RE INVITED TO A TENT TALK! 
PRCC Leadership, including Tom Goodwin, Chair, Naomi Siebert, Vice-Chair, and Pastors Mollie and Carol would love to chat 
with you! They are setting up monthly "tent talk" time, and all are welcome to stop by and chat about whatever is on your 
heart.  Tent Talks will be held TOMORROW, May 17 at 6 pm; June 16 at 2 pm; and July 17 at 4 pm.  They have chosen 
different days and times to accommodate a variety of schedules! If these times don't suit, feel free to suggest an alternate time 
to meet. Don't have time to stop by? You may also email all of them by sending an email 
to leadership@parkridgecommunitychurch.org.  They look forward to hearing from our church family!  
 

YOUTH GROUP RESUMING! 
Youth Group is from 3-4:30 pm on the Carriage House lawn. 
 
 

SUNDAY COFFEE ZOOMS ENDING 
This Sunday at 11:30 am will be our LAST coffee zoom. Thank you all for such a great run!  
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
For tickets, visit: 
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/nothing-more-
tickets-154243166463 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS  

mailto:leadership@parkridgecommunitychurch.org

