
1 
 

THE PARK RIDGE 
COMMUNITY CHURCH 
NEWSLETTER    

April 2019 
 

“It’s a Miracle!“ by Rev. Carol Hill 
 
I do not have a green thumb. When someone gives me a plant, each time I think that maybe this one will survive…and it 
never works out.  I was given a candy corn vine last October as we moved into our new home.  Yesterday (5 months 
later!!) I spent some time pulling off the MANY dead leaves, and admiring the fact that it was still alive, new green shoots 
providing new life, even in spite of the dead ones’ presence.  As I plucked and made more room for new leaves to grow 
and thrive, I thought to myself “this is a miracle.” 
 
In 2019, our skepticism and cynicism tend to get the best of us. We are well acquainted with hacks and scams and tricks. 
When someone stops to tell us of something that is “miraculous,” our first instinct is to look for the catch or a way to 
explain away whatever is being told to us. Yet coincidence, happenstance, and a comedy of errors do not cover 
everything, especially for people of faith.  Miracles do happen.  As we arrive at Holy Week and Easter, having experienced 
40 days of preparation, I hope that our hearts are open to a miracle – both big and small.  
 
Miracles take different forms.  The occurrence of new plants in the soil covered so long with ice and snow is a 
miracle.  Forgiveness granted and relationships sustained is a miracle.  Folks choosing to attend worship and hear the 
voice of God even when the world is such a hard place is a miracle.  An entire congregation joining our hearts and voices 
with millions around the world praying together the Lord’s Prayer is a miracle. 
 
In our study of the Lord’s Prayer and prayer generally, it’s been a joy to hear from so many about the ways you pray, how 
you understand prayer, and moments in your life when prayer itself was a miracle.  Many of us bow before God, and have 
assurance that God is there listening to the cries of our hearts. I just had a conversation with a youth about times when 
they and I have truly felt God’s presence – that conversation felt pretty miraculous. There have also been times when it’s 
felt that the prayers we’ve prayed have gone unheard, and those moments are heartbreaking.  Continuing to pray after 
such experiences takes time and practice, and yet…somehow, even through heartbreak, God still speaks, still comforts, 
still listens. That’s a miracle too. 
 
On Maundy Thursday, we will gather for a worship service in Jordan Hall, in which we will sing and pray, and remember 
Jesus’ prayer, asking God to “take this cup from me.”  Jesus’ prayer on the cross “My God, my God, why have you forsaken 
me?” will ring in our hearts on Good Friday, as we experience DuBois’ The Seven Last Words of Christ, and on Easter 
morning, we will experience the greatest miracle of all – the Resurrection of our Savior.  The Resurrection is a resounding 
answer to the forces of evil and death. The Resurrection is a resounding answer to our sin and failed attempts at holiness. 
The Resurrection is a resounding miracle that reminds us that our God’s Kingdom, Power, and Glory are forever!  We can 
allow our doubts, our fears, our cynicism, our disappointments to rest in the eternal goodness of our Almighty, Everlasting 
God.  And, that, my friends, is the greatest miracle of all! 
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LENT 2019 

LENTEN DEVOTIONALS are still available, please take them home and share them with your 

friends and neighbors!  

LENTEN PRAYER TIME will continue with the special prayer stations set up in Ellinger 

Transept.  Please take your time to explore new ways to pray the Lord's Prayer at these self-directed prayer 
stations.  Sunday prayer requests as well as other requests you have will be lifted in prayer during the Stephen 
Ministry gatherings on Tuesday evenings.  Please let the office or one of the Stephen Leaders know if you'd like a 
prayer included in this faithful time of congregational prayer.  Stephen Leaders are Ginny Feurer, Peggy Fergus, 
Anita Rifkind, Katie Reboletti or Liz Swanson. 

SIMPLE SUPPERS every Wednesday during Lent at 6:30 pm until April 10th. 

HOLY WEEK SCHEDULE  

Palm Sunday - 8:30 am and 10:00 am 

Maundy Thursday - 7:30 pm 

Good Friday – 7:30 pm 

Easter Sunday – 8:30 am and 10:00 am 
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WORSHIP 
JOIN US IN APRIL FOR 
WORSHIP 
 

April 7   Fifth Sunday in Lent 
(Food    Holy Communion 
Collection)  New Member Info Session 

Women’s Event 
Youth Group  
   

April 14  Palm Sunday 
  My Bible Presentation  
 
April 18  Maundy Thursday 

  Worship in Jordan Hall 7:30 pm 
  Holy Communion 
  Youth Lock-In/Vigil 
 
April 19  Good Friday 

Worship 7:30 pm 
Cantata 
 

April 21  Easter Sunday 
Easter Breakfast 
No Sunday School 
Easter Egg Hunt 
 

April 28   Second Sunday of Easter 
Jazz Sunday 
New Member Sunday 
Bible Olympics 

 

• Nursery Care is available each Sunday for infants 
through 5 years.  

 

PALM SUNDAY  
8:30 am and 10:00 am, nursery care available. Join us as we 
wave palms in preparation for Holy Week and congratulate our 
3rd graders who’ve completed their My Bible Class: Lily Craig, 
Reese Froeschle, Zaryn Alice Gaby, Audrey Hill, Sam 
Hollingsworth, Jack 
Magnuson, Spencer Stewart, 
and John Weber. 
 

MAUNDY THURSDAY 
On Maundy Thursday, we will gather for a worship service in 
Jordan Hall at 7:30 pm, in which we will sing and pray, and 
remember Jesus’ prayer, asking God to “take this cup from 
me.”   

 
 
GOOD FRIDAY 
7:30 pm in the Sanctuary, nursery care available. This reflective 
service will feature a Cantata sung by the Chancel Choir.   
 
 
 

 
 
 
EASTER BREAKFAST & EGG 
HUNT 
Join us for a continental breakfast at 9:00 am in Jordan Hall. 
Please feel free to bring a dish to share if you wish! PRCC will 
also enjoy a congregational Easter Egg Hunt after the 10 am 
Worship service. Please enjoy some left-over breakfast and 
then meet out on the Carriage House Lawn for the start of the 
hunt!   
NEW MEMBER SUNDAY 
April 28 at the 10 AM service  
We will welcome new members at the 10 AM service and 
enjoy cake and fellowship at coffee hour after the service. 

All are welcome to participate in the life of our congregation at 
PRCC. Many individuals and families decide to make a formal 
commitment to membership. Becoming a member is an 
acknowledgement that this is your family of faith, the 
community that you covenant to love, uphold, serve and 
shape and by whom you are willing to be shaped, challenged 
and sent forth to serve and love.  

Please contact Pastor Carol, the office or any member of the 
Membership Committee if you are interested in more 
information or in becoming a member.
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OUR PRAYER 
MINISTRY  

We offer our prayers in faith and trust of God’s provision for 
our lives.  Please know your prayers matter and we continue to 
pray for all those on our prayer ministry list.   

Martha Bridges, Erika Cornelisen, Kylie Figgins, Jon Forsythe, Irene 
Ginger, Edith E. Hurlburt, Tom Kapolnek, Candace Kidston, Walter 
and Christina Kotecki, Gerri Le Duc, Jim Lego, Lurana Nelson, Leo 
Netko, Pauline Numrych, Susan Ruth, Ann Stutts, Ginny Sutton, 
Joyce Wright, Bill Zoellner, Kate Zoellner. 

We also keep in our prayers the following March requests: 

 

 
Life in the Resurrection  

- Please keep the friends and family of Catherine Flannery, 
Paula Mack’s mother, in your prayers. Catherine entered 
life in the Resurrection on March 6th.    

- Please pray for the Gudmundsson family as they travel to 
Iceland to honor the memory of Haukur’s father who died 
unexpectedly. 
-Please keep the Mack family in your prayers, Paula’s 
mother Catherine Flannery, passed way on March 6th.  
- Continued prayers for the Pirok family. 

- Continued prayers for the Nelson family.  
- Lauren Kleingers friend Carly lost her mother March 16th, 
please keep them in your prayers. 
- Robin Kopecky’s beloved aunt Irma entered Life in the 
Resurrection last week at age 105.  

 

Healing and Recovery 
- Charlie Giera asks for prayers as he adjusts to his 
roommate, Angus, moving to a new home 

- Please pray for Carole Nelson who is now in rehab. She still 
faces more tests but has a partial diagnosis.   

- Jack Tilley asks for prayers for Mary now at St. Benedicts 
receiving rehab from hip surgery.   

-Please pray for pain relief for Idalija’s mother suffering with 
back pain and sciatica in her right leg.    

 

-Angie Papassavas asks for prayers for her friend Karen’s 
husband with serious health challenges.  

 
-Susan Craig asks us to pray on behalf of her friend Sandra 
having surgery on March 11th. 

-Please pray for Naomi Siebert who had surgery 2/26. 

- Keep Nancy Williams, Bill Williams’ mother in your prayers 
as she had knee replacement on 2/25. 

- Please keep Jim Meunzer’s uncle in your prayers as his 
health declines. 

- Prayers for a quick recovery for Kevin Clifford, friend of 
Grace. 

- Continued prayers for Pastor Carol’s grandmother, Mary 
Elise, as she recovers.  

- Prayers for the Dase family on the recent anniversary of 
the death of their son.  
- For the victim’s families in New Zealand.  
- For the families affected by the flooding in Nebraska.  
-Please continue to keep Paula Mack in your prayers as they 
continue to grieve the loss of her mother Catherine and 
addressing her father John’s health issues.  
-Prayers for Lisa Irwin as she recovers from a recent 
surgery.  
- Please continue to pray for Irene Ginger who is in hospice 
care at the Summit.  

 
Birthdays/Anniversaries 

-Prayers of joy for Bill & Barbara Scharringhausen as they 
celebrate 62 years of marriage! 

Travel 
- Janet Johnson asks for prayers of safe travel for her adult 
children as one travels to India and the other to England.  
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STEPHEN 
MINISTRY 
MESSAGE   

by Anita Rifkind 
 
Which of these three, do you think, was a neighbor to the man 
who fell into the hands of the robbers?" He said, "The one who 
showed him mercy." Jesus said to him, "Go and do likewise." 
Luke 10:36-37 (NSRV) 

Are you among the Christians who believe that the only way to 
God is through Christianity? I ask this question because it has 
only been in the last couple of decades that some Christian 
denominations begin to accept as truth that Jews have a 
separate covenant with God, a separate path to God. As for 
Moslems, I am not sure that any denomination has gone so far 
as to formally recognize that they seek the same God as 
Christians and Jews, a fact that is true for Mormons as well. 
And what about the slightly over a billion Hindus, a half a 
billion Buddhists, a million Baha’is, and a handful of Sikhs – 
religions about which most of us know very little. Are they all 
condemned? 

On a trip to Israel with PRCC about 30 years ago, I began to 
wonder why Christians, Jews and Moslems had fought for 
thousands of years, and continue to fight to this day, over one 
rocky hill situated along a nondescript trade route.  One 
trigger for that question was our Sabra (native Israeli) tour 
guide who described Joshua’s destruction of the Jericho walls, 
the Virgin Birth and the assumption of Mary, Mohammed’s 
midnight ride on his flying horse from Mecca to Jerusalem (or 
visa versa,) and Jesus’ resurrection on Easter morning in the 
same matter-of-fact tone, without judgement – as if they were 
ALL true.  

I began to wonder why is it any less believable that Jericho’s 
walls fell on a word from God than it is that Mary was with 
child on a word from God? Why is it any less believable that 
Mohammed had a flying horse than it is that Mary (and Elijah 
for that matter) were miraculously transported to heaven? 
Why is it any more believable that Jesus was bodily 
resurrected than any of the seemingly crazy things people of 
other religions believe? 

We humans have been killing each other with ever increasing 
brutality and efficiency since Cain and Abel. Sometimes it’s 
over jealousy as with those brothers, sometimes people are 
just crazy, sometimes it is over resources like water and oil, but 
sometimes – lots of times – we kill each other over which 
religious beliefs we think the others should adopt. Islamic and 
Nazi terrorism has nothing on Christianity.  It is estimated that 
the 1st Crusade resulted in the death of a million people. And 
one of the great ironies is that after slaughtering every Jew 
they ran across on their way through Europe, the 4th Crusade 
slaughtered a large number of unarmed Christians living in 
Jerusalem who had come out to meet them. The knights 
thought they were “infidels.”  

So, no, I don’t have answers to the questions I posed earlier. 
What I am sure of is this: Jesus’ answer to the lawyer who 
wanted to know what he could do to have eternal life, to be 
“saved,” had absolutely nothing to do with exactly what he 
believed. Jesus told him that the correct answer was to “love 
the Lord your God with all your heart, and with all your soul, 
and with all your strength, and with all your mind; and your 
neighbor as yourself.” 

Jesus didn’t expect his disciples to convert everyone they ran 
into. Rather, he expected that they would treat everyone they 
ran into as a neighbor – someone to be responded to in love. 
He didn’t expect them to belittle or demean anyone whose 
beliefs were different than theirs. He expected his disciples to 
minister to whatever needs they happened upon, no matter 
how different that persons beliefs were from those of his 
disciples.   

Showing other people mercy, loving them, was Jesus’ bottom 
line. Each of us is called upon to show mercy in our 
relationships both in and outside of the church.  Evangelism is 
nothing if it is not an act of mercy, hollow if our motive is 
anything more than showing mercy in Jesus’ name – whether 
that person believes in the literal resurrection or Mohamed’s 
midnight ride. 

Mercy in Jesus’ name is the whole point of the Stephen 
Ministry program; indeed, there is nothing more important to 
a Stephen Minister than being there for someone just like you, 
when and if you need us. So, if you are struggling with 
questions of faith, or unexpected problems in your health or 
that of a loved one, or changes that you need to make and do 
not like, there is a Good Samaritan in your midst. Either Pastor 
Carol (847-823-3164) or Ginny Feurer (847-840-7082) can 
answer your questions about the program. Neither one of 
them will ask what you believe about either Jericho’s wall, or 
the assumption of Mary.    
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SPRING 

NEWS 

KINDRED SPIRITS CAFÉ  

Join us Tuesdays after Chair Yoga with your sack lunch 
between 11:30 and 1:00 pm and we will provide the 
following programs as well as a delicious dessert and 
beverages.  If you need more information or have 
questions, please talk to Liz Swanson. 

4/2 – Birthdays and Baseball 

4/9 – Safety Issues with Officer Ben Peterson 

4/16 – Rainbow Hospice Presentation 

4/23 – Go Green Park Ridge 

4/30 – Bingo 

 

KNITTING KNIGHTS  
Join the knitting and crochet group with a project or just come 
to chat on Monday April 1st at 7 pm in Jordan Hall.  This month 
will not be meeting on the third Monday of the month as we 
will be attending The Homeless Monologues presented in 
partnership with Lincoln Park Shelter.  Please contact Liz 
Swanson for more information or with questions. 

WOMEN’S EVENT 
All women of the church are invited to an afternoon gathering 
on Sunday, April 7th from 2 pm to 5 pm to learn about the ties 
that bind us together as God’s beloved women.  We will be 
learning about the history of Women’s Circles at PRCC and 
invite new circles to form so all can be included!  

 

WE’RE ONLINE! 
Have you visited the Worship Archive page on the church 
website? You can find copies of past Sunday bulletins and 
manuscripts of sermons. We also have a new Sermon Audio 
page with audio recordings of sermons!  
 

THANK YOU! 
A huge thank you goes to Bill 
Scharringhausen for turning an 
old makeshift piano bench into a 
beautiful coffee table for the Park 
Place Room.  Bill took this project 
on as a labor of love.  It is 
absolutely lovely, and now a PRCC 
treasure.  Thank you, Bill!  
Arts and Décor, Robin and Kathy  
 
 
 

OFFICE CLOSINGS 
The Church Office will close at noon on April 19th and return 
on Wednesday, April 24th.  

https://www.parkridgecommunitychurch.org/worship-archive
https://www.parkridgecommunitychurch.org/worship-archive
https://www.parkridgecommunitychurch.org/sermon-audio
https://www.parkridgecommunitychurch.org/sermon-audio
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SPRING 

NEWS 

CIRCLE 10 NEWS 
Le Cheap Boutique 
April 27 9 AM - 1 pm 
April 28   9:15 - 11:30 pm 

If you love accessories and repurposing for a purpose— You 
will love this event!  

Le Cheap Boutique will be held in the Great Hall, April 27th 
from 9 am - 1 pm and April 28th from 9:15-11:30 am. 
Sponsored by PRCC Women's Circle 10, this popular event 
features new and gently used jewelry, handbags and 
accessories, such as hats, scarves, belts, etc.   

Proceeds benefit PRCC Circle 10 outreach programs and 
benevolence ministry and our designated charity for this 
event: The Harbour, which provides emergency housing and 
services for youth in need. 

Donations of gently used and re-gifted jewelry, hats, handbags, 
scarves, ties and gloves are being accepted in the church 
office and in the Park place room on Sunday, April 7 and 14. 

MEN’S PRAYER BREAKFAST 
The men of our congregation are cordially invited to attend 
the 54th Annual Park Ridge Men’s Prayer Breakfast on 
Saturday, April 6th, to be held at the Park Ridge Country Club, 
with a buffet breakfast beginning at 7:30 am and a program 
which will end no later than 9:30 am. The speaker will be Mark 
Soderquist, Administrative Pastor of Westlawn Gospel Church 
on the west side of Chicago. For tickets and further 
information, contact John Davis, Owen Hayes, Eric Johnson, 
Bob Mack, Bill Scharringhausen, or Kent Wehman. 
 

 

 

NOMINATING COMMITTEE 
NEWS 
Pastor Carol has been preaching about serving our church 
family and the community in her sermons during. this season 
of Lent. Have you been listening? Is there somewhere that you 
are being called to serve our church and its’ members? The 
Nominating Committee continues to search for willing 
servants. Will you answer the call when we call you? Or will 
you call us? We are happy and excited to report that we have a 
candidate to present for Vice-Chair at our annual meeting but 
there are still many opportunities for service.  

Some of them are: 
Social Committee Chair and social committee members 
Membership Committee Chair 
Christian Outreach committee members 
Deacons 
Ushers 
Trustees 
Faith Development Chair 
Memorial Gifts committee members  
Senior Contact members 

Won’t you prayerfully consider where you might serve? If you 
are interested in finding out more about any of these church 
positions or any other ways to serve PRCC, please feel free to 
contact anyone on the Nominating Committee. More detailed 
information is available and the people currently serving in 
these positions are ready and willing to answer questions. We 
ask for your prayers as we work faithfully to find people to 
serve in these important positions prior to the annual meeting 
on May 5th.  

Blessings, 

Pastor Carol, PastorCarol@parkridgecommunitychurch.org 
Dave Kapolnek - kapodave@sbcglobal.net 
Sarah McCarty - sarah.p.mccarty@gmail.com 
Karen Nelson - knelsonmusic@gmail.com 
Naomi Siebert - naomi.siebert@gmail.com 
Jan Steiner -  jansteiner27@gmail.com 
Tricia Williams - 
tricia.williams@parkridgecommunitychurch.org 

Now there are varieties of gifts, but the same Spirit, and there 
are varieties of service, but the same Lord; and there are 
varieties of activities, but it is the same God who empowers 
them all in everyone.  1 Corinthians 12:4-7 

https://theharbour.org/index.html
https://theharbour.org/index.html
mailto:PastorCarol@parkridgecommunitychurch.org
mailto:PastorCarol@parkridgecommunitychurch.org
mailto:kapodave@sbcglobal.net
mailto:kapodave@sbcglobal.net
mailto:sarah.p.mccarty@gmail.com
mailto:sarah.p.mccarty@gmail.com
mailto:knelsonmusic@gmail.com
mailto:knelsonmusic@gmail.com
mailto:naomi.siebert@gmail.com
mailto:naomi.siebert@gmail.com
mailto:jansteiner27@gmail.com
mailto:jansteiner27@gmail.com
mailto:tricia.williams@parkridgecommunitychurch.org
mailto:tricia.williams@parkridgecommunitychurch.org
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BOARD NEWS 
The Board of Directors of Park Ridge Community Church 
dreams about the future ministry of our church, approves our 
shared vision and goals, and coordinates the ministry of our 
building, resources, and teams.  Chaired by Laura Sissman, we 
meet regularly to hear updates from each committee chair, 
act on items and issues that need an official direction and 
respond to needs that arise.   

SAFE CHURCH: CHILD PROTECTION POLICY  
On March 19, after months of reading and perfecting draft 
versions, the Board of Directors approved a brand new “Safe 
Church: Child Protection Policy.” Inside are specific guidelines 
about how we will operate as a church to keep children and 
youth safe from harm.  The Sunday School, Nursery, Youth, 
and Music teams have combed through the policy to ensure 
it’s realistic and appropriate to our context.  We are working 
with staff and volunteers to bring all programs and activities 
into compliance with our newly adopted policy, but we 
celebrate that we have taken this important step to be sure 
everyone is safe and secure! 

ASSOCIATE MINISTER SEARCH COMMITTEE  
Our Board of Directors affirmed the work of the Associate 
Minister Search Team, which continues to meet regularly.  The 
Search Committee, chaired by Andrea Goodwin, has solicited 
input from the congregation via an online (and printed) 
survey.  Building on the input received by the World Café in 
2018, the Associate Minister Search Committee is assembling 
criteria to evaluate candidates who apply to join the PRCC 
team.  We’ve already begun to receive applications, and your 
prayers are appreciated! 

FINANCIAL UPDATE  
As we near the end of the first quarter of the year, we 
celebrate the ways that our congregation is giving 
regularly.  Remember that you can sign up for automatic 
giving for convenience and giving even when you’re out of 
town.  We have been exercising good stewardship, keeping 
our spending in line with our giving, and even though snow 
removal and some other costs have been higher than 
anticipated, your generosity has meant that we are keeping 
up.  If you did not submit a pledge for 2019 giving, it’s not too 
late! Thank you for supporting our congregation and our 
ministries! 

2nd MILE NOMINATIONS OPEN UNTIL APRIL 8  
The Board of Directors will vote on a recipient for the 2nd Mile 
Award at the next Board meeting on April 16th. Nominations 
may be submitted up until April 8.  This person or persons will 
be given the award at the Annual Meeting on May 5th in honor 
of their going above and beyond, in service to God and our 
church. 

CELEBRATING THE STAFF 
 The Board appreciates the time and energy our staff 
members put in each and every week! Laura Sissman, Bill 
Williams, and Pastor Carol have met with our staff members 
to update job descriptions and appreciate the efforts each one 
makes in accomplishing our mission as a church.  Thank you, 
PRCC Staff for being such generous, caring, faithful disciples. 
You are an embodiment of God’s love in our midst! 

OUR FAMILY OF FAITH 
Friends and family think I should have a tattoo that reads 
“ASK ME I SAY YES”! Yes, I say yes often. I have volunteer a 
lot in my lifetime. Being part of PRCC for over twenty 
years I have served in many ways and I have always 
received more than I feel I have given. Good stewardship 
is an understatement for what happens at Park Ridge 
Community Church.  

Myself, my husband Marty and my two son’s Joshua and 
Karl have shared great moments with this community of 
faith and our lives are better being a part of this church. 
The personal impact of being surrounded by a community 
of people caring for each other in the way Jesus modeled 
has had a huge impact on our lives. We are grateful for all 
the ways we have been able to volunteer and participate 
throughout the years on Mission Trips, Youth Group, 
Sunday School, Women’s Circle, Stephen Ministry, Social 
Events, Bible Study, Confirmation, Worship and Serving. It 
is a pleasure to be a good steward, growing and sharing 
our walk with Jesus with our church family. I hope to 
inspire others as I have been inspired by my family of 
faith!  

In our family of faith, our theologies differ but when we 
come together to be God’s hands and feet we spread 
God’s love.  

Ephesians 4:16 “From him the whole body, joined and 
held together by every supporting ligament, grows and 
builds itself up in love, as each part does its work”.  

Blessing & Peace, Laura Sissman 
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MEMBERSHIP 

NEWS 
NAME TAGS 
Name tags look great! If you still need one please contact the 
Church Office.  
 

 

COFFEE HOUR 

Coffee hour fellowship continues to be very popular 
downstairs in Jordan Hall thanks to our wonderful volunteer 
hosts. If you would like to host a coffee hour on Sunday, please 
contact Lauren Kleingers at lauren.kleingers@gmail.com 
 

NEW MEMBER INFO 
SESSION 
Monday, April 8 from 7-8:30 PM 
Are you interested in learning more about PRCC; our 
statement of faith and beliefs, our ministries and/or what it 
means to be a member?  
Join us as the Membership Committee hosts an Information 
Session on Monday, April 8 from 7-8:30 pm in the parlor. 
Pastor Carol and a few PRCC members will be present to 
provide information and answer any questions you might 
have. Attending this information session does not mean you 
are committing to officially join PRCC.  
 

ONLINE DIRECTORY 
Did you know that PRCC has an online photo directory? All 
members and friends of PRCC can access 
it.  Visit members.instantchurchdirectory.com and click the link 
“first time signing in?”. Enter the email address that is listed in 
the directory and create a password. After confirming your 
password, hit “request login”. Check your email to complete 
the sign-up process. Is your photograph in the directory? Is 
your contact information correct? If not, contact Jaclyn in the 
office at office@parkridgecommunitychurch.org with a 
photograph and updated information. 

 
 

 

PRCC has a large number of people who volunteer their time 
to our church and we are so grateful for each and every one of 
them. Our Volunteer Spotlight is a way of saying thank you to 

them and also giving members and newcomers an idea of 
what our "generous stewards of God's gifts" are doing here at 
PRCC. "Each of you should use whatever gift you have received 

to serve others, as faithful stewards of God's grace in its 
various forms." Peter 4:10 

 
This month Reggie and Jim Pantazi are in the volunteer 
spotlight. 
Reggie and Jim have been faithful servants at PRCC for many 
years. When their children were young, they both served on 
the youth committee and were active Pumpkin Patch and 
youth group volunteers. 
 Reggie has been serving as a trustee since 2014 ensuring that 
our church buildings and properties are well maintained while 
being fiscally responsible for their care as well.  
Jim is currently working with the youth of our congregation 
and has been serving as a Confirmation leader for many years. 
The Confirmation leaders work with 6th, 7th and 8th graders 
to guide them in the exploration of their Christian faith and 
deepen their knowledge and understanding of God’s word.  
Thank you, Reggie and Jim, for sharing your time and talent to 
enrich PRCC. 

 

 

mailto:lauren.kleingers@gmail.com
mailto:lauren.kleingers@gmail.com
http://members.instantchurchdirectory.com/
http://members.instantchurchdirectory.com/
http://members.instantchurchdirectory.com/
mailto:office@parkridgecommunitychurch.org
mailto:office@parkridgecommunitychurch.org
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OUTREACH 
NEWS 

 

THANK YOU! 
Many thanks to those who donated cosmetic bags and 
toiletries for the Blessing Bags Project.  We also want to thank 
The Fellowship of Young Families for organizing and making 
the bags.  They were able to fill 50+ bags that will be given to 
The Bridge Project.   Outreach plans on continuing this much 
needed ministry, so please remember to save and bring to 
church any unopened hotel sizes toiletries from trips you may 
be taking.  There is a basket in the Park Place Room to hold 
your donations. 
 
Our thanks also go out to everyone who so generously 
donated food for Uncle Pete's Lunches.  The children our in 
Sunday School worked hard at putting together 100+ lunches 
that were then given to the homeless.  This Sunday School 
Project was a wonderful way to help the youngsters in our 
congregation show God's love to those in need.  Thank you 
Shelly and Teri for organizing this worthwhile project! 

 

LINCOLN PARK COMMUNITY 
SHELTER 
On Thursday, April 4th and again on Thursday, May 2nd we will 
be cooking and serving dinner for Lincoln Park Community 
Shelter.  Chefs and servers are needed for both dates.  If you 
would like to assist with either (or both) events, please sign up 
on the Outreach Bulletin Board or contact Debbie Deitke 
(d.deitke@gmail.com) or Luan Zoellner 
(lzoellner@ameritch.net).   

 
YOUTH NEWS 

YOUTH GROUP  

Sunday Night Youth Group - Sunday, April 7th 6:00-7:30 pm  
Middle school and high school students should gather at 
church for dinner at 6pm. After dinner, we will continue our 
exploration of truth in the Bible.   

Easter Basket Delivery - Sunday, April 28th 6:00-7:30 pm  
Middle school and high school students should gather at 
church to assemble Easter baskets for our older PRCC 
members. Once they are assembled, we will deliver the 
baskets.  

 

STAY CONNECTED!  

If you haven't already, please do the following so you can stay 
up to date on all current Youth Group events:  

1. Like and Follow Park Ridge Community Church on Facebook 
and join the PRCC Youth Group group page - we use Facebook 
to promote events. 

2. Follow the PRCC Youth 
group on instagram at 
prccyouthgroup. 

 

 

 

mailto:d.deitke@gmail.com
mailto:d.deitke@gmail.com
mailto:lzoellner@ameritch.net
mailto:lzoellner@ameritch.net
https://www.facebook.com/PRCCUCC/
https://www.facebook.com/PRCCUCC/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/186470241436674/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/186470241436674/
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SUNDAY 
SCHOOL 

  NEWS 
April 2019 
- Sun. March 31: Sun. school; My Bible class 
- Sun. April 1: Sun. school; My Bible class 
- Sun. Apr 14: Palm Sun.; kids sing & My Bible presentation at 
10 am; Sun. school 
- Thurs. April 18: Maundy Thurs. worship 7:30 pm in Jordan 
Hall 
- Fri. April 19: Good Friday worship 7:30 pm 
- Sun. April 21: Easter!  
             -8:30 am worship  
            - 9 am Easter breakfast 
             -10 am worship 
             -11:30 am egg hunt & breakfast 
- Sun. April 28: Bible Olympics during Sun. school time 
- Sun. May 5: 10 am one service only; Sun. school 
             - 11:30 am Annual Meeting in Sanctuary; 
              nursery care downstairs; childcare pre K-youth in                         
              Sunday School Wing 
             - 12:30 pm congregational lunch in Jordan Hall 

Preschool through high school children are invited to Sunday 
school. Please fill out a registration form for contact and 
allergy info. Our typical schedule:  
 
•10:00-10:15   All gather in the sanctuary to begin worship 
with family members. Pastor Carol dismisses children to 
Sunday school. 
•10:15-10:30   Preschool to 3rd grade children ~ music time in 
SS wing 
•10:30-11:15   Preschool to 3rd grade children in classrooms 
in SS wing 
•10:15-11:15  4th grade to high school go down to class from 
sanctuary 
•11:15 classes end; parents pick up young children from 
classrooms 
Nursery care is available each Sunday 8:30-11:15 am for 
infants through 5 years of age on the lower level, next to 
Jordan Hall. Three- through five-year-olds are welcome to 
attend Sunday school or remain in the nursery, as their 
families decide. 

Contact Shelley or Teri with questions: 
sundayschool@parkridgecommunitychurch.org 

OUTREACH PROJECTS 
Children’s weekly 
offerings are used for 
outreach projects. 
Students learn about 
those they are helping 
and are inspired to help in 
more and different ways 
each month. Please help 
children remember to 
bring offerings! 
On March 10, we packed 104 sacks for Uncle Pete’s Lunches! 
Thank you for food and dollar donations, and especially for 
your help on packing day! 
March’s weekly offerings of over $100 will go to Open Heart 
Magic, which sends magicians into children’s hospitals to work 
one-on-one with hospitalized children performing bed-side 
magic and teaching some tricks to help raise spirits during 
their healing.  For more information: 
www.openheartmagic.org  
In April, we will gather offerings for Culinary Care, 
culinarycare.org, which provides free meals prepared by local 
restaurants to cancer patients and their families. As we 
prepare to look at Food & the Bible during VBS in June, we 
want to consider how feeding God’s people brings us closer to 
God and to our community 

CONFIRMATION CLASS 
Confirmation class is offered to all middle schoolers on 
Wednesdays 6:00-7:30 pm. Eighth-grade students will make 
their Confirmation during 10 am worship on May 
19.  sundayschool@parkridgecommunitychurch.org. 

MY BIBLE CLASS  
Eight 3rd graders complete their training in Bible use and 
enjoyment on April 7. They will be presented during 10 am 
worship April 14 with the very Bible they have been exploring. 
Congratulations to Lily Craig, Reese Froeschle, Zaryn Alice 
Gaby, Audrey Hill, Sam Hollingsworth, Jack Magnuson, 
Spencer Stewart, and John Weber. 
 

VBS 
Save the Date! 
Mon. June 17 - Thurs. June 20 in the early evening. 

mailto:sundayschool@parkridgecommunitychurch.org
mailto:sundayschool@parkridgecommunitychurch.org
mailto:sundayschool@parkridgecommunitychurch.org
http://www.openheartmagic.org/
http://www.openheartmagic.org/
mailto:sundayschool@parkridgecommunitychurch.org
mailto:sundayschool@parkridgecommunitychurch.org
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100 S. Courtland Ave 
Park Ridge, IL 60068 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Contact Us: 
847-823-3164 
office@parkridgecommunitychurch.org 
parkridgecommunitychurch.org  

 

 

 

 

 

Our Staff:   

Rev. Carol Hill, Senior Minister   
Teri Biedke, Sunday School Co-Facilitator   
Sasha Gerritson, Director of Music Ministries   
Rick Hagedorn, Parish Organist     
Kate Joyce, Youth Group Co-Facilitator  

Darcy LeDuc, Youth Group Co-Facilitator         

Shelly O’Brien, Sunday School Co-Facilitator  

Liz Swanson, Director of Pastoral Services  

Jaclyn Weir, Parish Coordinator 
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