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 My family has been singing 
since before I can remember. 
We always had music playing 
and were encouraged to sing 
along.  My mom frequently led 
the Children’s Choirs at the 
churches she served, and I 
quickly learned that scripture 
verses were easy to remember 

if you knew how to sing them. In fact, little did I know, 
but as we learned songs about God, my understanding 
of who God was and what God did was etched on my 
heart.   In the words of St. Basil of Caesarea, “What did 
the Holy Spirit do seeing that the human race was not 
easily led to virtue? The Spirit mixed doctrine with 
gladdening song, so that when hearing its agreeable and 
attractive eloquence we might unwittingly learn things 
beneficial” (Sermon on Psalm 30 in Sancti Patris Nostri 
Basili Caesareae Cappadociae...Opera Omnia quae 
Exstant [Paris: Apud Gaume Fratres, 1839]).  Knowingly 
and not, we learn through singing.  
 

As we enter Advent, much of what we are able to recall 
or recite about Jesus’ birth comes from the familiar 
carols. Some of us might even argue that Jesus’ birth 
was silent simply because we love Silent Night so very 
much! 
 

Music has the power to evoke emotions, engage our 
mind, and soothe our soul. This Advent, we will prepare 
for the birth of Jesus through Handel’s Messiah.  George 
Frideric Handel, born in Halle, Germany in 1685 (the 
same year as Bach and Scarlatti) spent the bulk of his 
career in London.  On April 13, 1742 - two hundred 
seventy-seven years ago - Handel premiered Messiah in 
Dublin for a crowd of 700 people.  The choir consisted of 
30 men and boys and 2 women (the soprano and alto 
soloists).  This oratorio, written in English, has the full 
drama and flair typical of the Baroque period (1600-
1750), which is often understood as a reaction to the 
austerity of the Renaissance period.   
 

For many, the music of Handel’s Messiah is the 
soundtrack to Christmas.  It conveys the magnificence of 
the moment. It invites us to ponder imminence and 
transcendence: God incarnate dwelling among us. The 
music ministers to us, retelling the words of scripture in 

ways that help us prepare ourselves the welcoming 
Christ into the world and into our lives.  I hope that the 
music of the season will help us to breathe deeply in 
spite of hurried paces. I hope that God’s Spirit will 
remind us that Jesus is the Messiah, our Messiah, the 
Savior of the world.  I hope that the music will soothe us, 
inspire us, heal us, and prepare us.  In a response to a 
friend’s letter about Messiah being entertaining, Handel 
wrote:  
 

“I should be sorry if I only entertained them, I wish to 
make them better.”  

 

In this Advent Season, may the music of Handel’s 
Messiah, the preaching, and the preparing not simply be 
entertaining, but also make us better, and in turn, make 
the world better.  
 
Many thanks to: Sasha Gerritson, director of music 
ministries extraordinaire; Sue Douglass, organ goddess; 
the magnificent Chancel Choir; and our angels who have 
helped sponsor the orchestra.  Your willingness to 
practice and present movements of the Messiah 
throughout Advent is truly a gift to us all! This year, 
instead of a cantata featured one Sunday, the music will 
be the centerpiece of every week. I hope that everyone 
will invite friends, family, and neighbors - this Advent will 
be one to remember! I am waiting in excitement and 
anticipation along with you!  

~ Pastor Carol 

 
Wishing you a Merry Christmas, from my 

 family to yours! 

 



Thank You! 

It sure does feel good to be “official” at PRCC!  I’m still 

searching for the words to express my deep gratitude for 

these past few first months and excitement for what is 

yet to come. This truly is an amazing place, full of many 

gifts, and willing hearts!  What a gift it is to be a part of 

it.  

Thank you to all who participated/contributed to my 

installation service! A special thank you to the 

Associate Minister Search Committee for throwing a 

great party following the service!  

I look forward to many years together and joining in the 

work God is doing here! 

                                                             -Pastor Mollie 

 
  



WORSHIP 

WORSHIP WITH US IN 
DECEMBER 
 

December 1 First Sunday of Advent: Hope 
(Food    Holy Communion 
Collection) Moravian Love Feast 
    
December 8 Second Sunday of Advent: Joy 

Pageant Sunday 
One service at 10:00 am 
Cookies by the Pound 
Youth Group   

  
December 15 Third Sunday of Advent: Love 

Kid’s Club 
Advent Festival Potluck 
   

December 22 Fourth Sunday of Advent: Peace 
No Sunday School or Kid’s Club  

 
December 24 Christmas Eve 

Services at 4:00 pm & 11:00 pm 
Nursery Care available 

 
December 29 First Sunday of Christmas 

One Service at 10:00 am 
No Sunday School or Kid’s Club 
Youth Group   

 

• Nursery Care is available each Sunday for infants 
through 5 years.  

 

MORAVIAN LOVE FEAST 
December 1st at 7:00 pm  
Please join us for this short and simple service to hear the 
story of Christ's birth, sing the carols of the season, and enjoy 
a cup of sweetened decaf coffee and a special home baked 
bun. It's a perfect way to begin centering ourselves this 
Advent season. 

ADVENT 
DEVOTIONALS 
Advent Daily Devotionals are available 
now! Pick yours up in the Church 
Office!  

 

PAGEANT SUNDAY 
Our beloved Christmas 
Pageant takes place during 10 
am worship Sun. December 
8. A required rehearsal takes 
place the morning of 
Saturday, December 7. 
Children preschool through 
middle school are invited to 
participate by singing or speaking. Registration forms are due 
December 1!  Pageant songs will be rehearsed during regular 
music time November 3 - December 1. To register or for more 
information, contact Teri or Shelley, 
sundayschool@parkridgecommunitychurch.org. 
 

COOKIES BY THE POUND 
Calling all bakers! The annual “Cookies by the Pound” 
fundraiser for the PRCC Youth Ministry is quickly approaching 
and we need your help! We will be collecting baked cookies 
the week of December 1st-7th in the small kitchen. Please 
bring cookies to church in a disposable pan and label “Cookies 
by the Pound.”  Start pulling out your recipe books for this 
opportunity to support the PRCC Youth Ministry! 
If you are not confident in your baking skills, we are also in 
need of cookie decorating supplies such as frosting, sprinkles, 
and small candy canes.  The youth will decorate cookies on 
Saturday, December 7th from 11 am-1 pm. Thank you all so 
much for your support! Please contact Pastor Mollie with any 
questions!  

CHRISTMAS EVE SERVICES  
4:00 and 11:00 pm 
All of Advent, we anticipate Christmas, and we finally 
experience the fulfillment of the Promise on Christmas 
Eve.  Finally, the time to welcome the Messiah is here! At both 
the 4 and 11 pm services, we will read the scriptures that tell 
of the birth of Christ. We will sing carols, and experience the 
light shining in the darkness and on the faces of loved ones as 
we sing Silent Night. The earlier service will feature a 
children’s message and our Junior and Angeli Choirs, while the 
later service will feature our Chancel Choir with pieces from 
Handel’s Messiah.  Both services will take the congregation on 
a journey into Bethlehem to celebrate the arrival of the Christ-
child. All are welcome. 

ADVENT FESTIVAL POTLUCK 
Everyone is invited to join us Sunday, December 15, 5-7 pm 
(note new day & time) in Jordan Hall to be reminded of the 
meaning and importance of Advent. Start with a little caroling! 
Meet at church at 3:30 pm to briefly rehearse, go out to share 
Christmas music, and return by our 5 pm gathering. We will 
hear the Christmas story, share a potluck dinner, create crafts, 
meditate and reflect, and find other ways to learn about and 
celebrate Advent as a church community. 
 
 

Be on the lookout for a sign-up to bring a salad, side or dessert 
to complement the ham provided by the Social Committee.  

mailto:sundayschool@parkridgecommunitychurch.org


 

 
2019 ADVENT EVENTS AT PRCC 

December 1   8:30 & 10 am Advent Worship 
7:00 pm Moravian Love Feast 

December 4   7:30 pm Advent Bible Study 
December 7   9:00 am Children’s Pageant Practice 

December 8   10 am ONE Advent Worship w/ Pageant 
Cookies by the Pound, Knitted Goods for Sale 

December 11 7:30 pm Advent Bible Study 
December 15 8:30 & 10 am Advent Worship 

Kids Club for Pre-k - 3rd Grade 
3:30 pm Caroling 

5:00 pm All Ages Advent Event 
December 18 7:30 pm Advent Bible Study 

December 22 8:30 & 10 am Advent Worship 
December 23 Office Closes at noon 

December 24 4:00 & 11:00 pm Christmas Eve Worship 
December 29 10 am ONE Service 

  



OUR PRAYER 

MINISTRY  
During this Advent season please pray for all God’s people to 

be guided toward a Christ spirit and the openness to receive 

gifts of peace, love and joy from Him who gives freely.  As the 

Spirit leads you, please remember to include the following in 

your personal prayer time:  
Continue to include in your prayers all those on our prayer ministry 
list: Erika Cornelisen, Kylie Figgins, Jon Forsythe, Edith E. Hurlburt, 
Tom Kapolnek, Candace Kidston, Walter and Christina Kotecki, Geri 
LeDuc, Jim Lego, Lurana Nelson, Leo Netko, Dean Muenzer, Pauline 
Numrych, Susan Ruth, Ann Stutts, Kathleen Weller, Joyce Wright, 
Bill Zoellner, Kate Zoellner. 
We also keep in our prayers the following November requests: 

Life in the Resurrection  
- Please pray for the family & friends of Betty Hopkins, Winnie 

Ericksen's cousin who entered Life in the Resurrection after a 

long illness. 

- We keep in our prayers the friends & family of Pat Nelson, 

long time member of PRCC who entered Life in the 

Resurrection 10/19. 
- We pray for those grieving the loss of Ginny Sutton who who 

entered Life in the Resurrection on 10/23. 

- Please continue to pray for the Naudzuis family grieving the 

loss of Lonn’s mother, Ruth.  
- Please keep the family and friends of Dave Kapolnek's sister 

Susan in your prayers. Susan entered Life in the Resurrection 

on 11/2. 

Healing and Recovery 
- Paula Mack asked for prayer for her sister Laura as she faces 

another surgery on 10/28. 

- Ryan McGuffey asked for prayers for CPS students, teachers 

and parents so the sides can come together to find peace in a 

new deal. 

- Please pray for Edward Walniakowski who is suffering from 

stage 4 liver cancer. 

- Dan Smith asks for prayers for a co-worker's wife just 

diagnosed with breast cancer. 

- Please pray for Paul Curtis, brother in law of Grace as he 

awaits treatment from the VA. 

- We keep John Born's sister, Allison Baker in prayer as she 

was just diagnosed with breast cancer. 

- Please pray for Steve Gibbons, Pat Nelson's son who is facing 

health complications. 

- Please continue to pray for Eric Nelson, son of Melissa and 

Phil as he recovers and heals from spinal disc surgery. 

- We hold Beth Parsch in our prayers as she recovers from hip 

surgery. 

- Luan asks for prayers for 10 year old Henry having back 

surgery this week. 

- Please pray for Judy Sindt's friend, Judy whose health is 

critical. 

- Nicole Magneson requests prayers for their friend Tony, 36 

years old diagnosed with early onset dementia. 

- Please pray for Majorie Pace as she recovers from hip 

surgery and pneumonia. 

- We hold Caroline Dase in prayer as she recovers from a heart 

procedure this past week, and for healing for all of our hearts. 

- Please pray for Dena, friend of a member who is suffering 

from an undiagnosed illness and is being tested for cancer. 

- Please pray for the Artrips friend, Tom Michael who is 

struggling with lymphoma. 

- Mary Jo requests prayer for her friend Kathy who is in the 

hospital. 

- Please include in your prayers Pat Tamburrino's daughter in 

laws mother, Bev as she enters hospice care. 

Birthdays/Anniversaries 
- We celebrate the wedding anniversaries of the Klimmeck's; 

Macks and Sandersons as well as Dan Smith's 40th birthday - 

Congratulations to all! 
 

Joys 
- A special welcome to David Numrych, Ed's son visiting from 

Virginia. 

- Caroline Dase offers prayers of gratitude and healing for all 

our hearts on this All Saints Sunday. 

- It is a joy to welcome former Associate Minister Markay 

Suevel and her mother visiting with us today. 

- We welcome Emily and Eleanore Zoellner in worship this 

morning visiting from California. 

- Today we honor, remember and pray for our Veterans, their 

families and their loved ones. 

- It is a joy to welcome in worship this morning Jeff Clapper, 

visiting from Arkansas as well as Grace's nephew, Corey Curtis. 

- Teri Biedke is grateful for the successful heart surgery her 

father had last week. 

- Charlie shared the joy of having time with family. 

- Janet Johnson is grateful for the prayers and healing she has 

experienced and asks for continued prayers for 2 year old Axl 

as he continues treatment. 

Travel 
- We pray for the Solid Rock Carpenter team returning today 

from their building efforts in Tennessee. 
- We keep Bernice Zabawski in prayer as she travels to 

Portland to visit her daughter. 

- It's a joy to have the Benedettos back from their time away 

and we pray for Rick as he travels home from South Dakota. 

Prayers for All 
Julie Bruno invites prayers for peace and justice.  



STEPHEN 

MINISTRY 

MESSAGE 
When did we see you a stranger and invite you in, or needing 

clothes and clothe you?  When did we see you sick or in prison 

and go to visit you? The King will reply, ‘Truly I tell you, 

whatever you did for one of the least of these brothers and 

sisters of mine, you did for me.’ Matthew 25: 38-40 (NIV)  

George and Lynn Brant and I went to Statesville prison in mid- 
November to hear the North Park University and Statesville 
Prison Gospel choirs sing. The Statesville Visitor Center is the 
first stop to gain entrance.  After you empty your pockets of 
anything save a driver’s license, and lock up anything else you 
may have brought in with you, you get a visitor’s badge, and 
are checked in. After that you are taken into a small room 
where you are patted down, asked to remove your shoes so 
they can be inspected, and are told to open your mouth and 
stick out your tongue so that the guards can make certain you 
do not have any contraband. Only then you are escorted out 
the back door of the center and walk along a driveway to the 
main prison entrance, where you go up marble stairs worn 
thin and curved by years of use. Ahead is the first of a series of 
heavy iron gates.  

Everything is old and worn: the gates have been painted and 
repainted battleship grey. Once you show your badge and 
driver’s license, and have been checked off the list yet again, 
the guard opens the gate with a large key, and lets you 
through.  Behind you, the gate slams shut. It is a surreal, 
sobering sound. I shudder. It is the embodiment of despair. 
“Abandon hope all ye who enter here.”   

We pass through two more gates, a few offices, including that 
of the warden, and a series of small and large meeting rooms, 
complete with iconic octagonal metal tables with attached 
chairs. Everything has a neglected grey look; every painted 
surface is peeling to one degree or another. Ordinarily this 
would be as far into the prison as visitors would go; typically, 
these events were held in the auditorium building, a short 
walk just beyond the last meeting room. But the roof of that 
building had recently sprung a leak, shorted out the electricity, 
and was being repaired. It isn't the only part of the facility that 
needs attention. No one expects a prison to look like the Taj 
Mahal, of course. But still...  

We continue on further into the prison complex, down a long 
covered walkway with arched openings. It oddly feels like a 
cloister walkway, but the old walls are of white-washed 
crumbling concrete instead of ancient stone, and beyond the 
arches are metal fencing and concertina wire enclosing men 
playing basketball instead of quiet gardens enclosing praying 
monks. The walkway leads to the cell blocks and to the gym. 
Although one of the newer buildings, the gym has the same 
neglected look – a set of the bleachers is broken.  

The prisoners were all in dark blue pants and light blue shirts 
with white sox and cheap looking but sparkling clean white 
gym shoes. They were welcoming and polite, clearly excited 
and grateful for the visitors and the concert. The feeling in the 
gym was peaceful. In fact, it felt like Sunday morning.  

After both choirs finished singing, Michelle Clifton-Soderstrom 
asked if anyone had a "word" to share. The first speaker is a 
member of the second year Statesville North Park Seminary 
cohort. He too senses that the gathering is worship. For him, 
the North Park students, the visitors, and the Statesville 
prisoners form what he calls a “scandalous community.” He 
thinks that the idea that we are all children of God, brothers 
and sisters in Christ, is as scandalous a notion today as it was 
when Jesus said it in Matthew 25:40.  

As the event is winding down, a seminary student named 
William, who has been incarcerated for more than 40 years, 
tells George, Lynn and I that four people have been murdered 
in the bathrooms of this building. He tells us that the events 
today have transformed the building for him. And he tells us 
that the North Park program has filled him with joy, given his 
life meaning and hope.  

I mention the “scandalous community” reference, and 
another seminary student says he thinks of it more as an 
“expectant community” – waiting with hope for the Lord to do 
good things with and in our lives no matter where we find 
ourselves.  

Indeed, that is the source of anticipation in Advent, the true 
gift of Christmas, and the hope of our Christian faith. That is 
the message of the season:  hope and joy are juxtaposed with 
the bleakness many of us face in our lives – perhaps not the 
grey decay of Statesville, but in prisons of ill health, toxic 
relationships, bad decisions, financial distress... the list is 
legion.   

God tells us that the darkness cannot extinguish God’s light. 
The ministry of the North Park Seminary is proof positive of 
the truth of that promise.   

Christmas blessings – hope and joy, from all of the Stephen 
Leaders, and all of the Stephen Ministers, to all of you, our 
scandalous, expectant community of faith.   

- Anita Rifkind   



WINTER 

NEWS 
KINDRED SPIRITS CAFÉ  

All are welcome to join us Tuesday’s for lunch in Jordan 

Hall.  We are a group of individuals who happen to have 

Tuesday’s at noon free for lunch together.  Just bring your 

sack lunch and we will provide a delicious dessert and 

beverages.  Here is what’s going on in December: 

12/3 Bingo and Birthdays 

12/10 Christmas Party and Music by Lynn Brant and Edde 
Young 

12/17 Conversation and Catch up 

12/24   MERRY CHRISTMAS WEEK - NO KINDRED SPIRTS 

12/31 HAPPY NEW YEAR WEEK - NO KINDRED SPIRITS 

2020 PRCC WOMEN’S 

RETREAT: February 7-9 
Please see the 

flyer on the next 

page for details!  

 

JAZZ IN JANUARY – 

Save the Date! 

Our very popular Jazz in January returns for two 

shows: January 24th and 25th. Tickets on sale January 5th!  

KNITTING KNIGHTS  

Our crafters have been busy this season making hats and 

scarves for different outreach projects!  Hats are being 

distributed to those served by Cornerstone shelters and red 

scarves went to Foster Care to Success recipients. Thank you 

for all the donations!! 

Be on the lookout for our Christmas sale.  A large variety of 
handcrafted items will be available for sale Sunday 12/8 in 
Jordan Hall.  If you are looking for a beautiful hand-crafted 
gift, please contact Liz Swanson or any of our artists for more 
information. 

HOLIDAY OFFICE HOURS 
The Church Office will be closed November 28th & 29th 

December 23rd open until noon 

Closed December 23rd – 26th and December 31st and January 
1st  

ADULT EDUCATION 
Monday Morning Bible Study: 10 am Gathering; 10:30 am 
Study led by Winnie Ericksen and Pastor Mollie 
We’re not that different from Joseph. True, we may not be 
part of a story that will be remembered for all time, but like 
Joseph, we encounter circumstances that we’d never choose 
for ourselves. At times, it can be tempting just to walk away, 
but Joseph provides us a great example of humbly obeying 
God even when we don’t understand, faithfully moving 
forward in the strength that God provides. Through a dvd and 
book Faithful by Rev. Adam Hamilton, we will examine 
Christmas through the eyes of Joseph and learn to accept and 
glorify God’s will even when our situation makes it difficult to 
do so.  
 
Wednesday Bible Study at 7:30 pm; led by Pastor Carol 
Join us on Wednesdays from 7:30 - 9 pm in Ellinger Transept 
as we study some of the most important scriptures that 
inspired Handel’s Messiah. We will read texts from a couple 
different sources, as well as hear pieces from Messiah and 
consider our preparations as people of faith for the birth of 
Christ.

 

 

 

 



 

 

LIVING WATER RETREAT FOR WOMEN OF ALL AGES 

WHEN  February 7th - 9th 

  7:00 Friday (leave at 6:00 pm from PRCC parking lot) to noon Sunday   

WHERE Cenacle Retreat & Conference Center (513 W. Fullerton Chicago) 

WHO  Women of all ages are welcome!  You do not need to be a member of PRCC so invite your friends. 

WHY  Come for a weekend of renewal and refreshment to explore how water brings life to us physically & 

spiritually. Rev. Anna Voinovich will lead the retreat. 

PROGRAM FEE  Single room - $260.00  

   Shared room - $215  

   All forms of payment accepted and scholarships are available. 

   *$50 deposit required to hold a spot  

QUESTIONS? Ask Pastor Mollie at pastormollie@parkridgecommunitychurch.org or Liz Swanson at 

liz@parkridgecommunitychurch.org. 

  --------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------                                                                                                                                                                        

REGISTRATION FORM (Please return to the office) 

NAME                                                              PHONE/EMAIL ______________________________________                                                                                                      

I HAVE ATTACHED 

                $260 for a single room including meals 

                $215 for a shared room and I would like to share with __________________________                                            

                $50 deposit 

                 I would be happy to drive and have room for                          others.  

                 I will need a ride from the PRCC parking lot.       

mailto:pastormollie@parkridgecommunitychurch.org


WINTER 

NEWS 
COFFEE HOUR  
The Membership/Welcome Team is looking for volunteers to 
host coffee hour after the 10:00 am service in 2020. 
 

MEMBERSHIP NEWS 
It is with great pleasure that we welcome Gina Marie 
Salamone and her daughter Alexia into our PRCC family! Gina 
Marie was the 30th person to join in 2019.  If you know of 
others who might be interested in joining, please introduce 
them to Sara Born, Sue Douglass, Pastor Carol, or the office.    

 
 
The Membership/Welcome 
Committee would also like 
to thank Tom Klimmeck for 
the beautiful new name tag 
cabinets in the 
narthex.   Tom was the 
creator, the designer, the 
builder, and the installer of 
these new homes for our 
name tags.  Many thanks, 
Tom! 

 

VOLUNTEER SPOTLIGHT 

There are many people who volunteer their time to our 
church and we are so grateful for each and every one of them. 
Our Volunteer Spotlight is a way of saying thank you to them 
and also letting members and newcomers know what our 
"generous stewards of God's gifts" are doing here at PRCC.  
"Each of you should use whatever gift you have received to 
serve others, as faithful stewards of God's grace in its various 
forms." Peter 4:10 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

This month Colleen Moriarty and Lonn Naudzius are in the 
Volunteer Spotlight. They have been PRCC members for many 
years since about the time their twins were born.  Luke and 
Ellie are in college now but they grew up here at PRCC going 
to Sunday School, attending the church youth group and going 
on mission trips in the summer.  

You probably recognize Colleen as the mastermind and 
organizer extraordinaire of the Annual Pumpkin Patch. This 
was the 16th year of the pumpkin patch and Colleen has been 
instrumental in keeping it going for the last 8 years! But now it 
is time to hand off the responsibility to the new group of 
volunteers who have stepped up to take over this fun, 
fellowship-creating fundraising event.  

Before Colleen took on the pumpkin patch, she served on the 
Youth Committee and was a Sunday School teacher. She’s also 
a member of the Circle 2 Women’s group here at church.  

Her current interest lies in Christian Outreach and she is 
serving on that committee with others from PRCC. If you are 
interested in being part of the Christian Outreach team feel 
free to talk to Colleen or Laura Lapp about getting involved.  

Lonn is a quiet and humble servant at PRCC. He serves as an 
Usher on many Sundays so you can often see him handing out 
bulletins and greeting members and visitors alike. As you 
might expect, he’s spent a lot of time at the Pumpkin Patch 
over the years setting up, unloading, tearing down, showing 
movies, etc. What you may not know is that Lonn serves as 
the Clerk for our church. He attends Executive Committee 
meetings, Board of Director meetings, the Annual meeting and 
any Special meetings called by the Board and is responsible for 
taking minutes and sharing them with members of the Board.   

We are thankful for all that Colleen and Lonn do by sharing 
their time and talents with us which enriches the life of our 
congregation.  



 

WINTER 

NEWS 
 

HOLY FAMILY RESTORED 
The Eugene Romeo Nativity will soon return to the Sanctuary! 
After years of storage and use, the Holy Family needed total 
restoration.  Local Artist Joseph Fornelli has done a beautiful 
job returning it to its original condition, as a gift to our church. 
We are so blessed to have an original Eugene Romeo sculpted 
nativity and now the three figures are as beautiful as when the 
church received them in 1953!  PRCC Arts and Decor wishes to 

thank Mr. Fornelli for his expert and generous restoration.  
 

FINAL CROP WALK 
NUMBERS 
Final numbers are in: Crop Walk 2019 collected $41,222 with 
200 walkers all together, Park Ridge Community Church 
contributed $11,904 with 76 walkers! Thank you so much to 
ALL that contributed and gave their time!  

 
 
 
 

RANDOM RINGERS 
Sandy Bowen and Barbara Scharringhausen will be performing 
with the Random Ringers this holiday season. You can catch 
them at two local performances: Sunday, December 1st at 2:00 
pm at the Morton Grove Public Library and Friday, December 
13th at the Des Plaines Public 
Library at 7:00 pm.  
 
 
 
 
 

2019 MINISTRY FAIR 
A HUGE thank you to all that participated in the 2019 Ministry 
Fair. It was such a wonderful time of fellowship and such a 
beautiful platform to showcase how incredibly active our 
church is! We have so much movement and excitement within 
our walls and it is always such a joy to come together and 
celebrate how much we are able to accomplish together!   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



SUNDAY 
SCHOOL 

  NEWS 
ADVENT & CHRISTMAS SUNDAY SCHOOL CALENDAR 

• Sun. Dec. 1: Sunday school during 10 am worship 
(except middle-high school; remain in worship); last 
regular music practice before pageant rehearsal 

• Sat. Dec. 7: Pageant rehearsal, 9-11 or 10-11 am, 
according to role 

• Sun. Dec. 8: Christmas Pageant! 9 am arrival for 
costumes; 10 am Pageant;  

• 11:15 am Cookies by the Pound down in Jordan Hall 

• Sun. Dec. 15: Kids Club during 10 am worship for 
preK-3rd graders only 

• Sun. Dec. 22: no Sunday school or Kids’ Club -- 
nursery open (babies - 5 yrs.) 

• Tues. Dec. 24: Christmas Eve worship 4 pm and 11 
pm 

• Sun. Dec. 29: 10 am only; no Sunday school or Kids’ 
Club -- nursery open   

• Sun. Jan. 5: Sunday school resumes during 10 am 
worship 

 

All preschool through high school children are invited to 
Sunday school. Bring a friend! Below is our typical schedule. 
*Meeting space information below. 
 

• 10:00-10:15   All gather in the sanctuary to begin worship 
with family members. Pastors dismiss children to Sunday 
school. 

• 10:15-10:30   Preschool to 3rd grade children ~ music 
time in SS wing 

• 10:30-11:15   Preschool to 3rd grade children in 
classrooms 

• 10:15-11:15   4th-12th  grade ~ go to class from sanctuary 

• 11:15 classes end; parents pick up preK-2nd graders from 
Sunday school wing 

*PreK-2nd grade classes in Sunday school wing 
3rd grade class at the back of Jordan Hall, lower level 
4th-5th grade class in the library, lower level 
6th-12th grade class up in the Great Hall (above the Sunday 
school wing) 
 

The first Sunday of each month, (Holy Communion days) 
including Dec. 1, Jan. 5, etc. middle & high school students are 
to remain in worship.  
 

Please complete a registration form, available from Park Place 
Room or the Sunday school wing or our website, 
www.parkridgecommunitychurch.org, so that we have contact 
and allergy info for each child. Return forms to Teri or Shelley, 
or to the church office. 
 

NURSERY  
Nursery care is available each Sunday 8:30-11:15 am for 
infants through 5 years of age on the lower level, next to 
Jordan Hall.  
Seeking loving adults (of any age) and youth to fill out our 
nursery care roster! Vicki Kelly and Kyrie Nelson are doing an 
amazing job of running our nursery week after week, but from 
time to time, we need extra hands or substitute caregivers. 
We pay for your time, and you get the opportunity to hang out 
with amazing little people!  
 

KIDS’ CLUB – Dec. 15th 
On Sunday, Dec. 15, children preschool through 3rd grade are 
invited to Kids’ Club in the Sunday school wing for games and 
crafts. Older children and youth remain in worship. 
 

CHRISTMAS PAGEANT PREPERATIONS 
Our beloved Christmas Pageant takes place during 10 am 
worship Sun. December 8. A required rehearsal takes place the 
morning of Saturday, December 7. Children preschool through 
middle school are invited to participate by singing or speaking, 
and each wears a fabulous costume! Even babies & toddlers 
have a part to play, as cherubs are carried into the Sanctuary 
by teen angels. There is room for everyone at this inn. 
Registration forms are due December 1!  Pageant songs will 
be rehearsed during regular music time November 3 - 
December 1, so please do your best to register, attend and 
prepare! To register or for more information, contact Teri or 
Shelley, sundayschool@parkridgecommunitychurch.org . 
 

OUTREACH PROJECTS 
The outreach projects for October included decorating 
pumpkins to be delivered to PRCC senior citizens, bringing 
offerings for CROP Walk, and holding a mini CROP Walk and 
coin collection in worship. In addition, the 4th-5th grade Sunday 
school class worked at the Pumpkin Patch Oct. 13!  
 

November 3 - December 1, we will gather offerings for the 
children served by Maryville Academy in their many programs.  
 
First Communion Class 
Save the dates for our annual 3-session class which helps 
prepare 2nd graders and older for their First Communion. First 
Communion will be celebrated during 10am worship on 
February 2. Registration will take place beginning Jan. 5, 2020.  
Class dates: Sundays, Jan. 12, 19 & 26, 11:30-noon (note new 
time! 
 

Questions or able to volunteer? Contact Teri or Shelley at 
sundayschool@parkridgecommunitychurch.org. 
 
 
 
 

http://www.parkridgecommunitychurch.org/
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CAN YOU FEEL THE HYPE? 
There's a lot of excitement in the air with the PRCC Youth!   

Check out the photos below of the youth packing bags for the 

Epworth shelter and digging deep into discussion during Sunday 

School! 

Mark your calendars with the upcoming youth activities! 

 

 

 

YOUTH CHRISTMAS CELEBRATION 

All youth (6th-12th grades) are invited to the 

PRCC Youth Christmas Celebration on 

Sunday, December 1st from 4-6 pm in the Great Hall 

 

What to bring:  

*Your favorite holiday treat to share 

*White Elephant Gift ($5 limit) 

 

Come share in the spirit of Christmas with games, gift 

exchange, food, and friends! 

 

For more info or questions, contact Jolly 

Mollie: pastormollie@parkridgecommunitychurch.org

Youth Save the Dates: 

December 1: 

Youth Christmas Celebration: 4-6 pm 

White Elephant Gift Exchange ($5 limit) 

 

December 7: 

Cookie Decorating, 11 am-1 pm  (lunch provided) 

 

December 8: 

Cookies by the Pound following worship 

 

December 15: 

All Church Advent Festival and Potluck: 5-7 pm 

 

February 15-17: 

Youth Winter Retreat!  Stay Tuned! 

 For more info:  

pastormollie@parkridgecommunitychurch.org 

 

mailto:pastormollie@parkridgecommunitychurch.org
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YOUTH PUMPKIN PATCH WRAP UP 
Dear PRCC Family, 
Our 16th Annual Youth Pumpkin Patch has ended, and it was another great year! We want to extend our heartfelt thanks 
to each of you for helping to make it happen. The Patch is a major fundraiser for our Youth and a part of the fall tradition 
in the Park Ridge community. Our sincere thanks to all of you who came out for Set-Up, Unload or Take-Down or if you 
worked one shift or many shifts in the Patch.  Thank you to all of our amazing bakers and knitters. We could not have 
done it without each and every one of you. A huge thank you to those that had a special role in making this year’s Patch 
happen:   
 

Bryan Mercado - procuring and operating the bobcat to unload the pumpkins 
Dick Collentine - set up and take down of the orange lighting on the patch fencing 
and procurement of the hay bales and cornstalks for the past 16 years 
Dave Winters & Lonn Naudzius – set up and takedown of the lighting & electricity 
Tricia Williams - electronic publicity  
Marty McHugh – Humor Comptroller (publicity and accounting) 
Bill Williams, Lonn Naudzius and Fred Siebert - Handy Men Extraordinaire   
Ann Swindell - decorations and moral support 
Aimee and Scott Collins - returning wooden pallets and boxes 
Grace Curtis - organizing the baked goods and Taffy Apples 
Nancy Lynch - Volunteer Coordinator 
 

The Youth - too many to name but they are amazing and hardworking! Our PRCC Youth stepped in whenever they had 
free time and always with good spirit!!   
 

This year our generous PRCC Youth shared some of the Patch proceeds with The Les Turner ALS Foundation. The Les 
Turner ALS Foundation exists to provide care and support for those affected by this debilitating disease. In addition, some 
proceeds will be given to the Youth Mission Trip - water project.  

And finally, a special thank you to all of our Patch Sponsors who so generously supported the Patch. 

 PUMPKIN PATCH SPONSORS: 

We are so grateful for you and your part in this ministry, blessings to all.  
  
Sincerely,  
Colleen Moriarty, Hillary Larson and the Youth Committee  

Gold Sponsors- $100 and up 
 

Silver Sponsors - $50  

 

Bronze Sponsors - $25 

 Greentech Plumbing Co. Gary and Janet Johnson 
 

Nonna Silvia’s Trattoria & Pizzeria 
 Mark Holihan Insurance Agency, Inc. 

 
Ed and Robin Kopecky 

 
South Park Cleaners 

 Tim and Laura Lapp Alayne Richards 

 

Tanya Travel, Inc. 
 Carol Longman 

 
 Bernice Zabawski 

 Park Ridge Animal Hospital, LLC  Elaine Zabawski 
 Park Ridge Community Bank 

 
  

Park Ridge Paint, Glass and Wallpaper 
 

  

Shakou Series Park Ridge 
 

  

The Curtis Family – Grace, Tom, Evan & Ben 
 

  

Uptown Chiropractic Clinic – Dr. Craig Morse 
 

  

Women’s Circle 10 
 

  

The Simpson Family- Heather, Mark, Evan & Clark 
 

  



OUTREACH 
NEWS 

 

MAINE TOWNSHIP FOOD 
PANTRY 
Food Pantry donations are always needed! Feel free to drop 
off Sundays or during office hours throughout the week. 
Thank you in advance for your help!   
 

WINTER COAT 

COLLECTION 
Adult winter coats are being 

collected between November and 

January. We are collecting gently used, clean coats for Men 

and Women. We are also collecting gently used Adult L and XL 

sweatshirts. These coats and sweatshirts are being collected 

for those being impacted by the Bridge Project. The Bridge 

Project is a grass roots effort which began with members of 

the Urban Village Church in Chicago. The donation box is in 

the Park Place Room. Please contact Marylynn Collentine with 

any questions. 

CENTER OF CONCERN  
Bring holiday wrapping paper for donation to the Center of 
Concern.  Further their efforts by volunteering time to help 
wrap gifts at Golf Mill. See website for details, hours of need 
and sign up.  https://centerofconcern.org/volunteer/. 
 

GIVING TREE 
This year we are again partnering with Maryville to provide 
Christmas gifts for children and young adults in several of their 
outreach ministries.  A Giving Tree will be set up in the 
Sanctuary until December 8th.  You may select an ornament 
from the tree that contains the wish list of one of their 
residents.  “Sending Poinsettia’s to Seniors” has also been 
added to the tree. 
 

SCHOOL SUPPLIES 
Jeannine Schultz School – Supplies Collection 

Thank You! 

We’ve had a wonderful response collecting school supplies in 

support of the 64 students and the teachers of the Jeanine 

Schultz School in Park Ridge.  

 Items Needed: 

#2 Pencils, Pens, Colored Pencils, Highlighters, Assorted 

Markers, Glue Sticks, Erasers, Spiral Notebooks, Pocket 

Folders, 3 Ring Binders, Packets of Lined Paper(wide rule) 

Construction Paper, Kleenex, Sanitizer, Disinfecting Wipes. 

Wish to participate, but unable to shop?  Donations/Gift cards 

are appreciated. Questions?  Contact: Paula Mack - 

paula.mack@parkridgecommunitychurch.org. 

 

EPWORTH CHRISTMAS 
DINNER 
Grocery Gift Cards Needed! 
An annual Christmas meal will be served at the shelter at 
Epworth United Methodist Church on Saturday 12/7.  PRCC 
will be providing drinks and desserts for this dinner, to assist in 
these purchases, grocery store gift cards are welcome and 
appreciated.  All donated cards must be in an envelope, clearly 
marked for Epworth Donation, by December 3rd. A collection 
box is located in the Ellinger Transept by the Giving Tree.  
 

SUNDAY SUPPER 
We would love to have a list of any persons interested in 

helping in the future. Please email 

outreach@parkridgecommunitychurch,org to add your name 

to the volunteer list. 

COSMETIC BAGS 
Please save your clean empty cosmetic bags, the type that 

hold the freebies given out by the large cosmetic companies. 

We will start collecting them in January-March. They will be 

used as part of our outreach to the Bridge Project. More 

information to follow. 

Thanking you in advance for your continued support of our 

outreach ministries. If you have any questions, please contact 

Marylynn Collentine. 

https://centerofconcern.org/volunteer/
mailto:paula.mack@parkridgecommunitychurch.org


NOVEMBER 

SNAPSHOTS 

 

 

 

 
 

 

Pastor Mollie’s Installation Service 

Angeli Choir  
Thank you to Colleen and Hillary for Patch Leadership! 

KSC Costume Contest 

Ministry Fair 
Confirmation Class 



 
 
 
100 S. Courtland Ave 
Park Ridge, IL 60068 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Contact Us: 
847-823-3164 
office@parkridgecommunitychurch.org 
parkridgecommunitychurch.org  

Our Staff:   

Rev. Carol Hill, Senior Minister  
Pastor Mollie Foster, Associate Minister  
Teri Biedke, Director of Children’s Ministries 
Sasha Gerritson, Director of Music Ministries   
Shelly O’Brien, Director of Children’s Ministries  
Liz Swanson, Director of Pastoral Services  
Jaclyn Weir, Parish Coordinator 
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SERVICES 

4:00 pm & 11:00 pm 
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