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Home for Christmas 
By Rev. Carol Hill, Senior Minister  

 

I googled “Christmas Home” to look for 
picture ideas of what homes that are all 
decorated and prepared for Christmas look 
like - you know, to match our 
series.  However, the images on the screen 
of tidy homes, with soft, warm light, trees 
masterfully decorated, and matching 
stockings hung on the mantle, while 
beautiful, did not quite strike the chord of 
what it means for me to come home for 
Christmas.  Growing up in Tennessee, we 

always celebrated Christmas Eve at church, woke up especially early on Christmas morning, tore through the 
presents and got in the car to drive to Illinois to gather with our family. Being home at Christmas meant a few 
different locations - our house, our church, grandma’s house, and our aunts’ house. It was never tidy.  There 
was lots of food, and Grandma’s Christmas sugar cookies were/are simply magical! Christmas at home always 
LOOKED like bedlam, but felt like home.  The laughter, the smiles, the sounds of football games on the tv, 
children chasing each other through the house...this is home, for me.  
 
As we begin the season of Advent, we are preparing our hearts for the birth of our Savior. Having spent last 
Advent and Christmas apart from all of you, I am more eager than ever to be able to sing by candlelight 
together, see our children in the pageant IN PERSON, and experience the miracle of God choosing to dwell 
WITH us in the flesh! Immanuel, God with us, IS the reason we hope, the reason we sing, the reason we 
worship, and to be able to do so together in our church home is a blessing that cannot be overstated.  Of 
course, covid is still very much a concern.  There are still many of our members whose health will require 
participation via livestream, but that livestream will be in our sanctuary.  It will feature the voices of our choir 
singing out. It will include the masked faces of our children. And, it will be home.  
 
This theme of “Home for Christmas” is multi-faceted.  We remember that Jesus was born away from home, 
among the animals because there wasn’t a room ready for his family.  We remember many individuals who are 
not home this year, whether because they are living outside, because it is not safe for them to be at their 
homes, because they are deployed overseas, because their country is ruled by a new regime that confiscated 
their home, or a whole other host of reasons.  And yet, the God who chooses to dwell with humankind meets us 
all where we are.  God IS with us...and all of creation, regardless of circumstance or location.  And it turns out, 
THAT miracle of God’s presence is the most important element of finding home.  Resting in God’s love creates 
“home,” whether in chaotic, messy living rooms, or church sanctuaries, or the car, or a hotel room - we find our 
home with God, especially as we celebrate God making God’s home here with us!  
 
May this be an Advent and Christmas season in which we find ourselves, once again, Home for Christmas! 
  



WORSHIP 
ONLINE 
& IN-
PERSON 

www.parkridgecommunitychurch.org 
8:30 am Chapel Worship  
10:00 am Sanctuary Worship w/ Chancel Choir 

November 28 - A Thrill of Hope: Home for Christmas 
 “It’s Time to Come Home” 
   First Sunday of Advent - Hope 

Luke 21:25-36; Jeremiah 33:14-16 

December 5 - A Thrill of Hope: Home for Christmas 
 “The Fear of Home” 
   Second Sunday of Advent - Peace 

Communion Sunday 
Luke 3:1-6; Malachi 3:1-4 

December 12 - A Thrill of Hope: Home for Christmas 

Pageant Sunday 
“The Joy of Home” 
Third Sunday of Advent - Joy 
One Service at 10 am 
Luke 1:47-53; Zephaniah 3:14-20 

December 19 - A Thrill of Hope: Home for Christmas 
Cantata 
“The Blessing of Home” 

Fourth Sunday of Advent - Love 
Luke 1:39-45; Micah 5:2-5a 

December 24 – Christmas Eve Services 
“Welcome Home” 
Luke 2:1-20; Isaiah 9:2-7 
4:00 pm – Family Service 
11:00 pm – Candlelight Service 

December 26 – First Sunday after Christmas 
“A Christmas Letter” 
Titus 2:11-14; Isaiah 61:10-62 
One service at 10 am  

WAYS TO WORSHIP 
You are invited to worship with us online via our Livestream 
Service or in-person at 8:30 am and 10 am. The Livestream 
service will be accessible on the church website, Facebook 
page, and YouTube channel for viewing live or anytime 
thereafter. We encourage households to sit together, spaced 
away from other households. If you would prefer additional 
space, please feel free to sit in the balcony or in the side 
chapels.  

MASK POLICY 
Masks are now required for all, regardless of vaccination 
status, while inside the building.  

NURSERY CARE & SUNDAY 
SCHOOL 
Nursery Care has resumed on a as needed basis. Please 
contact the Church Office if you are in need of care for an 
upcoming Sunday. We are currently looking for Nursery Care 
help, if you are available, please contact Shelley or the Church 
Office. 

COMMUNION 
On Sunday, December 5, we will receive communion. If you 
are watching from home, please take some time before 
worship to gather some bread and juice or wine. If you would 
prefer a pre-packaged wafer and juice, we will deliver it to 
you, upon request! If you are joining us in person, we will have 
individually wrapped elements for you.  We anticipate using 
the pre-packaged individual servings of communion for the 
foreseeable future. If you prefer, you are welcome to bring 
your own bread and fruit of the vine from home. 

WAYS TO GIVE:
Your giving to Park Ridge Community Church remains vitally 
important to keeping our building operating, our staff paid, 
and our ministries active! Thank you for your ongoing support.  
Just a reminder of the ways you can submit your financial 
contributions: 

- Drop off or mail a check to: 100 Courtland Ave. Park 
Ridge, IL 60068

- Sign up for automatic withdrawal from your bank 
account.

- Give through the Zelle app or Quickpay. Enter the 
email address:

giving@parkridgecommunitychurch.org

- Give electronically through PayPal on our website 
(FYI: the church incurs a fee with each PayPal 
transaction)

about:blank
about:blank
about:blank
https://www.parkridgecommunitychurch.org/online-donations


Upcoming Special 

Worship Experiences 
Every Sunday in Advent, we will light candles on the Advent wreath, experiencing the light growing brighter as 

we get closer to the birth of Christ!  

November 28 ONLINE Moravian Love Feast 
The Moravian tradition includes a contemplative, quiet service of scripture lessons, carols, and a feast of sweet coffee 
and bread.  This tradition has been a meaningful start to Advent, and it will be so again this year. The team decided it 
was best to hold this service virtually, particularly since it includes eating and drinking.  To assist with your home 
worship, supply bags have been prepared and are available in Crego Chapel for households to receive prior to the 
evening.  If you need a bag delivered, please contact the church office. 

December 12 at 10:00 am  Pageant Sunday 
Join us for ONE service as we hear the story of Christmas told by the children of PRCC. The story remains the same, but 
every year its retelling by our children brings it to life once more! We are so excited to be back together for this 
incredible day. Join us after in Jordan Hall for a small reception. 

December 19th  at 10:00 am Cantata Sunday 
On Sunday December 19th at the 10 am service, the Chancel Choir and PRCC String Quartet will offer selections from 

beloved cantatas, all based on the theme "Gloria in Excelsis Deo" (Glory to God in the Highest). Pieces from The Messiah, 
Vivaldi's Gloria, Ceremony of Carols and more! 

December 24th at 4:00 pm Family Christmas Eve Service 
Join us for our Family Service where we will sing carols, hear the Christmas message and join together to celebrate the 
birth of Jesus. This service will feature the music of the Junior and Angeli Choirs, as well as a Children’s message. This 
service will end with candlelight singing of carols, as we celebrate the birth of Christ. 

December 24th at 11:00 pm Candlelight Christmas Eve Service 
Our more traditional service featuring carols and the Christmas message, ending in a moving candlelight singalong.  The 
Chancel and Bell Choirs will grace this service with musical offerings. We will hear the miraculous message of Christmas 
once more and celebrate the birth of Christ. 

December 26th at 10:00 am First Sunday after Christmas 
Join us for ONE service at 10 am as we continue the celebration of Christmas. We will read the letter of Titus and 
consider the many letters sent out at Christmas. What would God’s letter to us say? 

One Service Sundays – on the following dates, we will only meet for the 10 am service: 
December 12th 
December 26th 

January 2nd 



OUR PRAYER 
MINISTRY  
In the season of Advent, we unite our hearts in prayer, 
awaiting the birth of Immanuel, God with us. We wait in 
joyful expectation, experiencing a thrill of hope, the 
knowledge of what is to come fueling that hope. As we 
pray, we pray: in hope, with joy, for peace, and through 
the power of love. 

Continue to include in your prayers all those on our prayer 
ministry list: Heather Cannon, Kylie Figgins, Jon Forsythe, Edith 
E. Hurlburt, Tom Kapolnek, Candace Kidston, Walter and
Christina Kotecki, Geri LeDuc, Lurana Nelson, Leo Netko, Dean
Muenzer, Reggie Pantazi, Susan Ruth, Ann Stutts, Kathleen
Weller, Joyce Wright, Kate Zoellner.

We also keep in our prayers the following November requests: 

Life in the Resurrection 
- Please hold the family and friends of Bill Williams's Aunt
Terry in your prayers. Terralyn Square entered life in the
Resurrection at her daughter's home on October 21st, the
week after she entered hospice care.
- We continue to hold the family and friends of Erika
Cornelisen and our congregation in our prayers as we
celebrate her life and grieve her death.
- Jaclyn Weir asked for prayers for her sister Lauren and
brother-in-law Chris as they mourn Toby, their beloved dog,
and the adjustment to an empty house. They lost Ace a couple
of years ago and Harris earlier this year.
- Please hold Liz Swanson's family in your prayers as her sister
in law LeeAnn's mother entered life in the resurrection this
week.
-Please hold the family and friend of Gergory Konz-Krzyinski in
your prayers.  Greg entered life in the resurrection last Sunday
and is Marylynne Collentine’s brother for whom we have been
praying.
-Please pray for peace for the family and friends of one of our
members, whose brother, who passed away from a heart
attack this week.
- Please hold Dave Swanson in your prayers as his Aunt Jonell
Cummins entered life in the resurrection on 11/18.  We have
been praying for Jonell, since she entered hospice care in
Tennessee.
- Please hold the Iorio family in your prayers as Craig Iorio
entered life in the resurrection this past Thursday.  A service
of celebration of his life will be held here at PRCC on Monday,
November 29 at 4 pm.
- Karen W asks for prayer for the family of her dear friend
Tamara who entered life in the resurrection Sunday
11/11.  She especially asks for prayers for Tam's 90 year old
mother and her husband Greg who are now facing
overwhelming grief.

Healing and Recovery 

- Please pray for Owen Hayes's brother Galen who is
hospitalized in Oregon with various health issues.
- Continued prayer is asked for Ed Numrych who is home and
slowly improving from his hospital stay.
- Please hold Candace McGuffey's father, Richard in your
prayers. Richard suffered a heart attack yesterday and is
awaiting cardiac surgery.
- Please hold Pastor Carol’s aunt Megan, who has completed
rehab following a stroke and is now receiving care in the Hill
Household.  Please also pray for Pastor Carol’s mother
Katherine, who has pneumonia.

Joys 

- We are grateful for the efforts of the Sunday School children
who decorated pumpkins and the Senior Contact committee
who delivered these adorable pumpkins to our homebound
members.
- As we celebrate our multi-generation service, please be in
prayer for those dear ones who have been part of our faith
community for years and are now homebound caring for their
own health needs or a loved ones.
- Pastor Carol celebrates that she was able to preside over her
cousin Taylor's wedding this week. She asks you to hold Taylor
and Tim in your prayers as they embark on the adventure of
marriage.
- We are celebrating that the covid vaccine is available for
children, and many of our church kids are already getting their
vaccinations this week. We pray for immunity for all and an
end to this pandemic that has taken the lives of young and old
alike.
-Pastor Carol had the joy of having some extra sister and family
time this weekend! Special welcome to my parents and sister
this morning.  Also, Sandy brought a group of friends visiting
PRCC who have worked with her on the CROP walk for years,
and we are thankful to get to worship with you this morning.
- We celebrated Consecration Sunday, and what a day in our
church as we anticipate all that God is going to be up to
through our ministries here for the next year.
- We celebrate that Charlie Giera is going to be getting a new
phone and will be joining his family for the upcoming
holidays.

National 
- As we approach Veterans Day please hold in your prayers all
those who have served and those who are currently serving in
the armed forces as well as their families who are serving our
country.
- We pray for those whose Thanksgiving will be difficult this
year as they miss loved ones or are unable to travel safely.
- We pray for our nation, especially this week, as we strive to
arbitrate justice for all and equality  - regardless of race - as a
lived experience, not simply an aspirational value. We know
there are entire communities heartbroken after this week, and
we pray that God’s Holy Spirit would use communities of all
races and creeds to address and transform systemic injustice
here and now.



CROP WALK 2021 – FINAL 
NUMBERS 
Thank you to all that donated their time and gifts 
- We had 45 walkers and we’ve collected over
$10,000!

STAFF CHRISTMAS GIFT
As we reflect on the many reasons for which we have to be 
thankful, the Staff Parish Relations Committee (SPRC) asks you 
to consider the ways in which we can show our gratitude 
towards our many staff members. During these fall and winter 
months leading us to the celebration of Christ’s birth on 
Christmas, our staff dedicates countless hours to the 
additional services and events to support our church family 
and the wider community. These past two years have 
presented many obstacles for ministry;  however, our staff has 
risen to each challenge and found ways to creatively serve and 
minister to our PRCC family. 

Just as the year end provides us with the opportunity to show 
our appreciation for mail carriers, teachers, day care 
providers, and hairdressers, we ask that you consider showing 
your gratitude for our staff through a holiday donation. 
Donations can be made through Pay Pal, Zelle, or check 
indicating the message Staff Holiday Gift. The deadline for a 
contribution will be December 15th. The SPRC committee will 
gather contributions and distribute them to staff as the year 
end approaches. Thank you for thoughtfully considering a gift 
to show our staff your sincere gratitude for their ministry. 

EMERGENCY CONTACT 
FORMS
Your presence and your safety in our building is very 
important to us.  As a community of faith and friends, we 
are interested to know who we might reach out to in case 
of an emergency.  If you would like for us to keep a record 
of someone we can contact, please fill out the following 
form HERE. This is only for PRCC records and will only be 
used for emergency situations. 

ADVENT DEVOTIONALS 
We have compiled a daily devotional for Advent, which 
includes a scripture lesson, brief reflection and prayer for 
each day.  Many of the reflections come from members of 
our church and all are based on “Home for Christmas.” 
Copies are now available 
throughout the church, please 
contact the Church Office if 
you’d like one mailed to you. 

DECEMBER BIRTHDAYS: 
We celebrate and pray God’s blessing upon these 
birthdays… 

12/1 Luan Zoellner; Haukur Gudmundsson 

12/2 Lily Weber 

12/4 
Bill Neumann; Sue Douglass; Kayleigh Plach; Sue Laurie 
Jill Wendorf 

12/5 Jay Crowley 

12/6 Beth Parsch 

12/7 Keith Reboletti; Quinn Riley 

12/8 Ryan Brown 

12/9 Philip Berent; Linda Thomas 

12/10 George Skoog 

12/15 Elaine Zabawski 

12/16 Char Neumann 

12/17 Barb Pfaff; Pastor Angie Do; Jim Solomon 

12/23 Andrew Weber; Emily Zoellner; Candace McGuffey 

12/24 Anne Zoellner; Tricia Williams;  

12/25 Hillary Larson 

12/29 Susie Hollingsworth; Noah Laginess  

12/31 Sarah Chacko 

https://forms.gle/L3ADX9ssJBDyzJPr9


BOARD UPDATE 
By Tom Goodwin and Naomi Siebert 

As we move into the Christmas season, know how 
grateful we are to serve this incredible 
congregation.  The Board of Directors and all the areas 
of ministry are working diligently to engage in ministries 
in safe and meaningful ways.  From offering a remote 
Moravian Love Feast, to an outdoor Advent Festival, to 
delivering items to our Seniors, to collecting boots for 
the Night Ministry - every single area is creatively 
engaging our congregation. It is our pleasure to be in 
ministry with all of  you!  We have been collectively 
working to engage our theme of “Welcome Home” and 
it will be a joy to come Home for Christmas at PRCC!  We 
look forward to gathering with the Board again on 
Tuesday, December 21 for a meeting and celebration.  

FINANCE COMMITTEE 
Our Finance Committee has diligently been tracking our 
income and expenses all year, and we are hopeful that a 
strong December will end the year well.  Since the 
building has been only partially open, some of our 
expenses have been reduced this year, but our giving 
hasn’t been as strong as in year’s past.  We are thankful 
for a good start to commitments for 2022, but we are 
still waiting for many households to submit their 
commitments.  Pledges can be submitted online or on 
the paper pledge form.  Just a reminder that automatic 
givers should also affirm your intentions for the coming 
year. 

STAFF PARISH RELATIONS COMMITTEE 
This relatively new committee continues to meet to 
provide support for our staff and ministers. In addition 
to completing the 2021 staff evaluations, this committee 
is also providing the Executive Committee with some 
staffing structures to consider, as we look toward future 
ministry years and changing staff roles. This committee 
is also coordinating a church-wide Christmas gift of 
appreciation for the staff. 

SOCIAL JUSTICE COMMITTEE 
The Open and Affirming subgroup of the Social Justice 
team has compiled the feedback from the August World 

Cafe and has completed draft 1 of an open and affirming 
statement.  This will be presented to the Board of 
Directors for input at the December meeting, and will be 
shared with the congregation in January for 
consideration.  The intention is to revise the covenant 
before submitting it for an official congregational vote - 
potentially at the Annual Meeting in May. 

CHRISTIAN EDUCATION - CHILDREN’S MINISTRY 
The Children’s Ministry team is excited to welcome 
Morgan Tone to the team, especially as we prepare for 
more in-person educational opportunities for children. 
They are forming a Children’s Ministry team of 
congregation members, volunteers, parents, and 
children’s ministry staff.  The initial meeting will be held 
on December 1, and they are excited for this step in 
broadening and strengthening our children’s programs. 

WORSHIP SUPPORT 
Our Worship Support team includes ushers, deacons, 
staff, altar guild, music ministry, and children’s ministry 
to coordinate our worship services.  They are working 
together to prepare the worship spaces for Advent.  The 
8:30 am service will shift back into the Crego Chapel for 
Advent, and the 10 am service will continue in the 
sanctuary with the choir singing from Ellinger 
Chapel.  This team continues to find ways to design 
worship experiences that are meaningful for our 
congregation! 

BUILDING USE 
We have welcomed a Boy Scout troop and Cub Scout 
troop into our building on Monday and Friday evenings. 
These groups minister to some of our own members as 
well to the community at large, and they needed space 
to gather while schools have closed their buildings to 
outside groups. While this is only a temporary 
relationship, we celebrate that our space can create 
opportunities for these students to continue to meet. 

These are just a few of the things happening within 
our vibrant congregation! We are blessed to learn, 
grow, serve, and play with you! On behalf of this 
wonderful team of staff, ministers, and Board, we 
wish you all a beautiful and very Merry Christmas! 



STEPHEN 
MINISTRY 
MESSAGE 
“It’s more blessed to give, than to receive.”  Acts 20:35 

“God loves a cheerful giver.”  2 Corinthians 9:7 

We are very familiar with these biblical truths. We have 
experienced the blessing of giving, to our families, to our 
church, and to other people and causes which we hold 
dear. With Christmas approaching, much time, thought, 
and money may be poured into gift giving. Long before 
Halloween, we started to hear the dire warnings that 
supply chain problems necessitated early and urgent gift 
shopping. 

No doubt, it brings us much joy when our loved ones are 
delighted with a gift we give them. We can certainly 
experience the “reason for the season” when we provide 
some “Toys for Tots,” or drop change in the Salvation 
Army buckets, or provide backpacks, hats, gloves, boots 
or meals to those who live in less privileged 
circumstances. Giving feels good. 

When I think about our Stephen Ministers, I certainly 
thing about the gifts they offer to their care receivers: 
gifts of focused, intentional listening, non-judgmental 
support, and supreme confidentiality. The Stephen 
Ministers feel the blessing of giving. But these gifts are 
wasted unless they are received and opened. The need 
and importance of receiving is biblical truth, too. 

“Every good and perfect gift is from above, coming down 
from the God of light.”  James 1:17 

“Ask, and it will be given to you.”  Matthew 7:7 

Like many people, I have often found it more 
comfortable to give than to receive. I learned about 
Stephen Ministry when we came to PRCC over 30 years 
ago. It sounded just wonderful, but over the years, when 
I experienced multiple losses, health concerns, or job, 
relationship, or kid stress, I came up with every reason 
to refuse receipt of the gift of support that Stephen 
Ministry offered:  

1. I’m a busy working mom—no time.
2. My problems aren’t “big enough.”

3. I have the support of friends and family
members. It would be selfish to take a Stephen
Minister’s time, which could be invested in
someone else.

4. I had fairly adequate coping skills, (sometimes
barely).

These reasons (or excuses) may sound familiar, but I 
even maintained my stance of refusal after completing 
Stephen Ministry training myself, serving as a Stephen 
Minister, becoming a Stephen leader, a role which 
includes being a trainer for Stephen Ministers! My 
refusal persisted, until I reached a level of stress that 
rendered my support system, my typical coping 
strategies, and my excuses, inadequate. 

When I allowed myself to begin a Stephen Ministry 
relationship, as a care receiver, I understood the value of 
receiving this gift of care, in a way I never had before. 
My relationship with my Stephen Minister was like a 
friendship, in the compassion and concern provided, but 
the comparison stopped there. It was like a spiritual and 
emotional spa day: it was all about me, (which was 
admittedly hard at first). And it was all about the 
listening. I was heard in a different way: without 
interruption, judgment, rebuttal, or advice, which even 
the most sincere friend probably offers without thinking 
twice. And let’s face it, even that sincere friend may 
inadvertently share what you tell them with someone 
else. I had the peace of trusting my Stephen Minister’s 
training and ability to maintain 100% confidentiality. I 
learned firsthand, what we so often hear from our care 
receivers, namely, that I found myself expressing 
thoughts and feelings I didn’t even know I had, until I 
named them aloud to my Stephen Minister. 

And, like many of our care receivers, in accepting this 
unique kind of care, I received just what God, in Christ 
wants to give me: grace, love, light, hope, and a way 
forward. 

If you are looking for any of those kinds of gifts under 
you Christmas tree, or at the foot of the manger, we can 
promise they are unaffected by supply chain issues.  

Just ask Pastor Carol or Liz Swanson 847- 823-3164. 

Grace and peace to all this Christmas season, 
Katie Reboletti 



WINTER 
NEWS

MENS BREAKFAST 
The time for Men’s Breakfast is 
changing! Now, we will meet on 
Thursdays at 9:00 am. Each week, 
the men of PRCC are invited to 
gather for a time of fellowship and checking in together, 
as we drink coffee or share a pastry. This social gathering 
is held in the church library and also on Zoom.   
https://us06web.zoom.us/j/92395329399?pwd=UmlIN0l
lLzk0YjB3QVVaWlNQdUYrZz09  
Meeting ID: 923 9532 9399    Passcode: 461091 

MEDITATION AND YOGA 
Mondays & Tuesdays
We are back in the building! Our traditional yoga class is 
Monday evening at 7 pm and Chair Yoga is Tuesday morning 
at 10 am. See you there!  

ARTS AND DÉCOR 
Arts and Decor is seeking members to join its 
committee. Arts and Decor is responsible for the inside 
aesthetics of the rooms in our church. If interested 
contact the Arts and Decor chair 
at marylynncollentine@parkridgecommunitychurch.org 
Please reach out with any questions, thank you. 

MEMBERSHIP NEWS 
As we move back into the building, please remember to 
grab your name tag! They’re located at the top of the 
stairs coming up from the Butler Ave. entrance and in 
the Narthex. If you cannot locate your tag or you need 
one, please either fill out the “Need a Name Tag” form 
or let the Church Office know. 

BIBLE STUDY 
OPPORTUNITIES 

Tuesday Afternoon 1:30 pm 
All are invited to join in Disciple 2:Into the Word, 
Into the World Bible study on Tuesday afternoons 
from 1:30-3:00 pm. We will meet in the library with 
masks and distance observed. This study goes 
through Genesis and Exodus, 
then Luke and Acts.  Pastor Carol 
and others lead this study.  

Thursday Evening 6:00 – 7:30 pm
Join us Thursday evening as we gather in the Parlor to share 
Christmas Stories. There will be time for sharing stories, 
having quiet prayer and meditation, and hearing a Christmas 
story read from “Christmas Joy”. 
If you have any questions or need more information, please 
connect with Pastor Carol or Liz Swanson.  

There will not be Kids’ Club offered on Thursdays in December. 

https://us06web.zoom.us/j/83091129872?pwd=QXFCSDVsWE
hvNWUxOU5XZFliNEVlZz09 
Meeting ID: 830 9112 9872     Passcode: 410792 
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WINTER NEWS

VOLUNTEER SPOTLIGHT
So many members and friends volunteer their time to our beloved church.  We are grateful for each and every one of 
them. Some people we see and hear about all the time but there are others behind the scenes and we don’t always know 
about all that they do. Each month in our Volunteer Spotlight we say thank you to an individual, couple or group for 
sharing their time and talents. This also gives us the opportunity to share with members and newcomers a little bit of 
information about what our "generous stewards of God's gifts" are doing here at PRCC.  

"Each of you should use whatever gift you have received to serve others, as faithful stewards of God's grace in its various 
forms."  

Peter 4:10 

This month we recognize 

SANDY BOWEN

Where do you start?  Sandy is one of our most beloved and treasured members. She is everywhere all of the time, willing 
to help and lead!  

Sandy is the director of Bells on High, our handbell group. And is active in the PRCC Chancel Choir. 

She is also currently the treasurer for the Park Ridge/Niles Crop Walk. For many years she has been the main organizer 
but now stays involved in a different role. She helps our teams to register and provides all the materials needed.  

Sandy is also one of the fabulous volunteers in the Medical Lending Closet. She volunteers her time and heart to helping 
those in need of equipment for themselves or a loved one.  

You can also find Sandy in Kindred Spirits on Tuesday. She helps to set up, clean up, and does all of the decorations on the 
tables in Jordan Hall.  

She is also active with the Youth Group. She helps with Confirmation Classes and serves as a mentor to the Youth, a role 
she takes very seriously.  

Sandy is a huge help in the office, sitting in when needed. She is a former staff person, so she knows her way around the 
office very well!  

Sandy brings her heart to every task she volunteers for or somehow inherits around the church. She is cringing right now 
reading this, because she never expects recognition. But we love you Sandy 
and want to tell you how incredibly grateful we are for you!  



WINTER
NEWS 

KINDRED SPIRITS CAFÉ 
AND BEYOND! 
Kindred Spirits Café is open to anyone who 
has lunch time free each Tuesday!  Come at noon or after chair yoga to eat and socialize in Jordan Hall.  Please 
bring your sack lunch and we will provide dessert and beverages.  You are welcome to come for Kindred Spirits 
Cafe and then stay for the afternoon Bible Study.  Please contact Liz Swanson for more details. 

12/7 – Celebrate November birthdays and hear from Pastor Carol 

12/14 – Christmas Party – With music from Lynn Brant & Edde Young as well as Karen Nelson! 

Sunday, 12/19 – Special time with the Youth 

12/21 - BINGO 

12/28 – MERRY CHRISTMAS - NO KSC 

KNITTING KNIGHTS 

HOLIDAY SALE - The Knitting Knights will be offering 
items for sale Sunday morning 12/12!  If you are 
looking for Christmas gifts or warm winter items, 
please come by and look through our selection.  You 
can also contact Liz Swanson to browse our inventory 
anytime. Please join us Monday 12/6 at 7:00 in the 
Parlor to plan for our sale and get ideas for new 
projects. 



WINTER NEWS 

CREATION CARE TEAM NEWS 
You've probably heard the news about shipping containers stranded and shortages for this holiday season. Not 
to worry! Often you can find items that are new with tags or "like new" things at local resale shops or on virtual 
garage sale sites on Facebook. 

Another option is Buy Nothing Facebook sites. There are two "Buy Nothing" sites on Facebook in Park Ridge - 
one is for the south part of town and the other is for the north side. Buy Nothing pages offer people a way to 
give and receive, share and lend with neighbors. There is no buying or selling, no trades or bartering, no 
soliciting -it's a way of building community by giving, perfect for the holiday season! 

Then when you're done shopping you can wrap your gifts in some creative ways. Some options are: 

• tea or kitchen towels or scarves
• empty candy boxes or cookie tins (can even find these in resale shops)
• comic pages from the newspaper
• plain Kraft paper adorned with tree or plant sprigs or hand-made decorations

You can also search online to purchase recyclable gift wrapping paper and even a special eco-friendly wrapping 
paper embedded with seeds that grow flowers, herbs and vegetables. 

Merry Christmas from the Creation Care Team



December is an exciting month for our Sunday 

School program! We have many fun activities 

coming up and we are looking forward to 

celebrating with all of our wonderful families.  

We will continue to meet for Sunday School 

during the 10:00 worship service. With the 

weather becoming colder, we have begun to meet 

in the Sunday School classrooms. We are using 

the larger classrooms in order to stay socially 

distanced and we also have the windows 

cracked.  This has been working really well over 

the past few weeks and we are delighted to be 

back in the classrooms.  

Outreach
We will continue to collect offering from the 

children during Sunday School for our outreach 

projects. We are continuing to collect money and 

socks for The Night Ministry. We think it would 

be great if our kids could give back to other kids 

who are not as fortunate as themselves. We will 

collect money to purchase winter boots for kids 

which we know is so important in Chicago. Kids 

are also welcome to bring new socks in children 

or adult sizes. These will also be given to the 

homeless through The Night Ministry. We need 

to spread God’s love with some warmth in this 

cold weather that is 

coming.  We will be 

making our first 

donation on December 

8th so please send 

before then if you are 

able.  

Christmas Pageant
The Christmas Pageant will take place in person 

on Sunday December 12th, 2021 at the 10 am 

service. We are thrilled to be able to come 

together for this special tradition this year!  A 

participation survey was sent out. Please be sure 

you fill out this survey so we know if you would 

like your child to participate.    

Advent Festival
We are so excited for our upcoming Advent 

Festival this year! It will take place on Sunday, 

December 5th from 3-5 pm.  There will be many 

exciting things happening. We will have crafts, 

cookies and hot chocolate, Christmas carols and 

a petting zoo featuring nativity animals! We will 

have most of our activities outside but will come 

inside to hear our wonderful Junior Choir at 

4:30 while enjoying cookies and cocoa.  We can’t 

wait to celebrate Advent with you! 

My Bible Class
My Bible Class is coming up in January for 3rd 

grade and up! Look for more information coming 

soon. 

Volunteers
We are still looking for any adult wanting to have 

the fun and rewarding experience of guiding our 

Children in their faith journey in Sunday School. 

It’s a lot of fun and the schedule can be flexible 

according to your availability. We anticipate the 

need for more teachers in January as the 

current circumstances evolve. Feel free to 

contact us with any questions or suggestions. 

Shelley O’Brien and Morgan Tone 

Co-Directors of Children’s Ministry 

sundayschool@parkridgecommunitychurch.org 

about:blank
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSc-yDLni5jpYHg4S3HGKs4xLeD-r1-IRntjIxyCXstuE69D5Q/viewform








OUTREACH 

NEWS 

OPPORTUNITIES 
TO GIVE
Jeanine Schultz School in Park Ridge has an 
ongoing need for essential items, such as 
disinfectant wipes, paper towels, and hand 
sanitizer. 

Chicago Bridge Project requests new or gently 
used men’s and women’s warm weather gear: 
coats, gloves, hats and blankets. 

The Night Ministry has a need for winter boots 
for clients in their health outreach programs. 
The most requested sizes are men’s size 8-13 
and women’s size 6-11. Boots may be brand 
new or gently used and in good condition. 
They are unable to accept boots with odor, 
missing laces or noticeable wear or scuffs. Our 
goal is 30 pairs of boots!  Boots will be 
delivered December 9 and January 13. 

We realize that boots can be a costly item, so 
please consider sharing the cost with another 
PRCC family or member. Or if you are unable to 
purchase boots personally but would like to 
contribute, you may send a check to PRCC and we 
will do the shopping for you. 
Please write “BOOTS” in the memo on your check. 

Items for the Chicago Bridge Project and the 
Night Ministry will be collected through the end 
of January. 

New Outreach Partnership with Exodus 
World Service: 
There are many volunteer opportunities that we 
will be exploring and offering at the start of the 
2022 new year! Such as: 

-Cross-Cultural Training for all interested in
serving/providing for refugee families
-Collecting items for a "Welcome to America! Pack"
-Connecting with Refugees through the
New Neighbor programs

Training dates in January will be Jan. 9th for the 
Youth and a Cross Cultural Training Event for 
adults on Jan. 30 from 11:30-2:30 pm. 
Keep an eye out for more details!  This is such an 
important organization that helps Refugees find a 
new home, and more importantly, a place to 
belong. This partnership also seems very fitting 
for our congregational focus of creating a place of 
welcome and belonging to all we encounter! We 
look forward to sharing more in the coming 

months! 

OPPORTUNITIES 

TO SERVE
Lincoln Park Community Services – December 2nd 
Three volunteers are needed to help prepare 
and cook a meal in the PRCC kitchen for 
Lincoln Park Shelter guests on Thursday, 
December 2. Food preparation begins at 2:30 
pm and we are usually finished by 4:30 p.m. 
Please sign up through the Sign Up Genius 
or contact Luan Zoellner at 
lzoellner@ameritech.net for more 
information. Thursday, January 6 is our next 
meal preparation date. If you would like to 
volunteer for January please sign up HERE. 

Sunday Night Supper – December 5 
Three volunteers are needed to help 
assemble and deliver catered, pre-packaged 
meals to guests curbside at Park Ridge 
Presbyterian Church (1300 W. Crescent Av.) 
from 3:30-5:00 pm on Sunday, December 5. 
If you are able to help, please sign up 
through the Sign Up Genius HERE for that 
date. 

about:blank
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https://www.signupgenius.com/go/30e094baeab2da4fb6-lincoln11
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/30E094BAEAB2DA4FB6-lincoln12
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/30e094baeab2da4fb6-sunday32


NOVEMBER SNAPSHOTS 



100 S. Courtland Ave 
Park Ridge, IL 60068 

Contact Us: 
847-823-3164
office@parkridgecommunitychurch.org
parkridgecommunitychurch.org

Our Staff:   
Rev. Carol Hill, Senior Minister  pastorcarol@parkridgecommunitychurch.org  
Pastor Mollie Foster, Associate Minister pastormollie@parkridgecommunitychurch.org  
Pastor Angie Do, Seminary Student Intern pastorangie@parkridgecommunitychurch.org 
Sasha Gerritson, Director of Music Ministries sasha@parkridgecommunitychurch.org  
Shelley O’Brien, Co-Director of Children’s Ministries sundayschoool@parkridgecommunitychurch.org 
Morgan Tone, Co-Director of Children’s Ministries sundayschoool@parkridgecommunitychurch.org  
Liz Swanson, Director of Pastoral Services liz@parkridgecommunitychurch.org  
Jaclyn Weir, Parish Coordinator  office@parkridgecommunitychurch.org  
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