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Welcome to 2020!  
Welcome to a new 
decade! The year 
2020 has always 
loomed in the 
future like some 
distant sci-fi movie 
reality, when 
everyone would 
have flying cars like in the Jetsons, and we would be 
vacationing to the moon. Yet, here we are with a 
stupefying reality that includes a combination of 
progress and disappointing regression.  
 

One hundred years ago, the United States of America 
experienced what we refer to as the “Roaring Twenties,” 
which included innovations like motion pictures, 
commercial flights, automobiles, and telephones. 
Equality movements successfully achieved Women’s 
suffrage, and the celebration of ending World War I, 
launched the carefree establishments of dance halls. 
Economic prosperity following the war contributed to 
the air of possibility. Jazz and art deco took off with the 
spirit of expression. Lingering fears also gave new life to 
anti-communist movements, the KKK, anti-McCarthyism, 
and a rise in organized crime.  
 

Chris Tomlin, contemporary Christian artist, wrote a 
song called “Holy Roar,” which includes a description of 
a holy roar being “reaching for Heaven, our praise 
poured out with a reckless abandon. Our worship, God, 
is wholly yours.” This idea got tangled up in my heart as I 
started praying for the year ahead. What if we chose 
2020 to be a decade filled with a Holy Roar - a new 
Roaring Twenties, filled with innovation, clarity of 
identity, equality movements, and artistic 
expression.  What if all of these markers of a new 
decade could shine forth God’s light in the world, not as 
a reaction to what has been, but a proactive pursuit of 
what could be?  
 

This January, we will listen to jazz. We will consider our 
own pursuit of justice and equality, dismantling systems 
of oppression. We will strain towards ways of being 
faithful and impacting the world for good.  We will pray 
for the year and the decade to come. We will invite God 

to use us, individually and as a community of faith, to 
accomplish God’s purposes.  Frederich Buechner says 
that “the place God calls you is where your deep 
gladness and the world’s deep hunger meet.”  What if 
we dedicate this decade to meeting the world’s hunger 
with everything that brings us joy!?   
 

As we enter a new year, many of us will create 
resolutions or goals for this year.  I look forward to 
working with our Board of Directors as together we 
outline goals for the year and years ahead.  How will our 
community, how will our members, how will our world - 
be different because of the ministries of PRCC? As we 
worship, learn through Bible Studies and classes, serve 
others, reach out into the community (Park Ridge, Niles, 
Des Plaines, and beyond) and enjoy fellowship together, 
– we might see God’s light shine forth transforming us 
and our world.  I hope our hearts and souls will unite in 
praise that amounts to a Holy Roar, as we reach for 
Heaven on Earth.  
 

I am looking forward to going on an expedition to the 
Holy Land in January, and when I get back, I will convene 
a team to begin organizing a church trip in 2021. I have 
spoken with a number of you who are interested in such 
an adventure that would deepen our faith, our biblical 
literacy, and our understanding of the world. I am 
hoping to post videos and pictures while I’m there, and 
when I return, I cannot wait to share what I learn. In fact, 
our Fall Kick Off sermon series will focus on Sacred 
Spaces: Windows to God (what makes for a holy land? 
holy site?). I love that PRCC is a church that asks deep 
questions and is eager to listen for God’s voice!  
 

As we begin the 2020s - the New Roaring Twenties - I 
hope you’ll join me in considering the ways God’s light 
might shine forth. Join our leaders in making a Holy Roar 
of praise to the Creator of the galaxies. May this decade 
be one of equality, justice, innovation, clarity of purpose, 
and beautiful art. May God inspire us with holiness that 
others might come to newfound faith and hope where 
despair and doubt had previously settled in. May we be 
open to God doing a new 
thing and inviting us to be 
co-creators. 2020 is here - 
where is God calling you? 
 

Your partner in ministry, 
Pastor Carol 
 

 

  

 



WORSHIP 

WORSHIP WITH US IN 
JANUARY 
 

January 5 Epiphany 
(Food    Guest Minister – Sasha Gerritson 
Collection) Sunday School Resumes 
      
January 12 Baptism of Our Lord 

Pastor Mollie Foster preaching 
12th Night Brunch 
Youth Group  

  
January 19 Second Sunday after Epiphany 

1st Communion Class 
Acolyte Training at 11:30 am 
Youth Group 
   

January 26 Third Sunday after Epiphany 
1st Communion Class 
Youth Group 
  

• Nursery Care is available each Sunday for infants 
through 5 years.  

 

A WORD OF THANKS 
Dear Friends at PRCC,  
Thank you for your kindness and understanding in 
accommodating my poinsettia allergy. This allergy is quite a 
challenge in the months of November and December, and it is 
so helpful to me to not have to worry for a second about 
having an encounter at church.  I know poinsettias have been 
a tradition here, as in many churches, and I really appreciate 
your willingness to make the church a safe space for me.  
Much love, 
Pastor Carol 
 

12th NIGHT BRUNCH 
Join us in the Great Hall after worship January 12th for a 
delicious start to the new year! You’ll find many breakfast 
casseroles, breads, ham, fruit, cereal, and fellowship. Look for 
advance ticket sales Sunday Dec. 29 & Jan. 5, or at the 
door. $6 adult & $4 child. Hope to see you there! Questions? 

Grace: gcurtis1968@gmail.com 
or Teri tbiedke@netzero.net.  

 

 

 

1ST COMMUNION CLASS 
Our annual class, which helps prepare 2nd graders and older 
for their First Communion, takes place Sundays Jan. 19 & 26, 
11:30-12:15 (note new dates & time!). First Communion will 
be celebrated during 10 am worship on February 2. 
Registration will take place beginning Jan. 5, 2020.  
Class meets Sundays, Jan. 19 & 26, 11:30 am-12:15 pm in 2nd 
grade room in the Sunday school wing 
Contact Shelley or Teri, 
sundayschool@parkridgecommunitychurch.org with 
questions. 

ACOLYTE 

TRAINING 

Children and youth 3rd through 8th 

grade are welcome to be trained as 

acolytes, to join the current contingent in lighting the altar 

candles as 10 am worship begins. Training will be held after 

worship in the Sanctuary on Sunday, January 19. Please email 

Teri, sundayschool@parkridgecommunitychurch.org to 

reserve a place. 

SOCIETY OF BIBLICAL 
STUDIES TOUR 
Pastor Carol joins Society of Biblical Studies Study Tour in the 
Holy Land 
On January 3-12, Pastor Carol will be a part of a 36-person 
clergy group traveling to the Holy Land to be given an in-depth 
training from faculty of the Society of Biblical Studies. This 
pilgrimage will provide an overview of the geographical, social, 
historical, archaeological and cultural settings of the Bible. It 
will help participants gain an understanding of modern biblical 
scholarship, including the rudiments of archaeology, and its 
importance for professors, students, clergy and lay people. 
This program is designed to help participants become familiar 
with the nature of Christianity in the Holy Land and the role of 
the church today. It will deepen our understanding of the 
Israeli-Palestinian conflict, its impact on neighboring countries, 
the ingredients and possibilities for peacemaking. Pastor 
Carol’s participation in this experience was inspired by the 
Faith Development Committee and conversations with a 
number of congregants who have a desire to take a church 
trip to the Holy Land in 2021. More details about that trip will 
be forthcoming and much of the itinerary and study will be 
informed by Pastor Carol’s January journey. Please keep 
Pastor Carol and the study group in your prayers for safety 
and meaningful experiences. While Pastor Carol is away, 
Pastor Mollie, Liz Swanson, and our dedicated staff team will 
cover any pastoral care needs or emergencies.  Sasha is 
preaching in worship on January 5, and Pastor Mollie will 
preach on January 12. 
 

 

mailto:gcurtis1968@gmail.com
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OUR PRAYER 

MINISTRY  
As we begin a new year, please pray for all the new beginnings 

in our faith lives.  Please continue to include in your prayers all 

those on our prayer ministry list.  
Continue to include in your prayers all those on our prayer ministry 
list: Erika Cornelisen, Kylie Figgins, Jon Forsythe, Edith E. Hurlburt, 
Tom Kapolnek, Candace Kidston, Walter and Christina Kotecki, Geri 
LeDuc, Jim Lego, Dean Muenzer, Lurana Nelson, Leo Netko, Pauline 
Numrych, Reggie Pantazi, Susan Ruth, Ann Stutts, Kathleen Weller, 
Joyce Wright, Bill Zoellner, Kate Zoellner. 
We also keep in our prayers the following December requests: 

Life in the Resurrection  
- Patrice Conaway asked for us to pray for the family and 

friends of Denny Gawlik who entered life in the resurrection 

this past week.  

- Please keep the friends and family of Karen Musa in your 

prayers as they grieve the loss of Karen. Karen Musa is the 

mother in law of Siri Nelson's sister, Samantha. 

- Claire Fox, friend of Dianne Meltreger, entered Life in the 

Resurrection on 12/10. 

- Family and Friends of Tracy Thanos who entered Life in the 

Resurrection on 12/12. 

Healing and Recovery 
- We pray for those gathered around tables noticing a newly 

vacant seat, for those not welcomed at their family gatherings 

and for those yearning for a place of belonging. 

- Please pray for Reggie Pantazi as she faces serious medical 

complications. 

- Jim Muenzer asks for prayers for his aunt Louise Bruyn, age 

89 who had a severe fall resulting in a concussion. 

- Continue to hold Eric Nelson, son of Melissa and Phil Nelson, 

in prayer as he recovers from surgery. 

- Julie Smith asks for prayers for her friend Mary Ella recently 

diagnosed with breast cancer. 

- Please keep Edythe Nelson, Barbara Madro's neighbor in 

your prayers as she recovers from a serious car accident. 

- Barb Madro shared the news that Edythe Nelson, who we 

prayed for last week is now in rehab and progressing well after 

her car accident. 

- Carrie Plach requests prayers for her friend's mother 

suffering from spinal stenosis and her niece diagnosed with a 

rare cancer. 

- Please pray for Chris, a close friend of the Kleingers who has 

been diagnosed with stage 3 melanoma. 

- Elaine Zabawski asks for prayers for Jane Goerss who is 

recovering from a fractured bones and Tony, who is suffering 

from caretaker exhaustion. 

- Laura Sissman asks for prayers for Gretchen Hudson and her 

family as Gretchen enters hospice care. 

- Jim Muenzer asks for prayers for Tracy McKenzie, a dear 

friend who is going through a difficult time. 

- Please pray for Mariana with a rare type of cancer and for 

her mother Donna who is caring for Mariana & her 4 year old 

granddaughter. 

Birthdays/Anniversaries/Retirement 
- It is a joy to celebrate Lilly Weber’s 5th birthday on 12/2 and 

Nate Jarvis turning 12 on 12/3. 

- It is a joy to celebrate Katie Reboletti's retirement and the 

birthdays of Keith Reboletti and Bill Zoellner. 
 

Joys 
- Charlie Giera wishes everyone a Happy Thanksgiving. 

- Please pray for discernment and direction for those 

considering the call to be trained as a Stephen Minister. 

- Janet Johnson is grateful for prayers for her 2-year-old 

nephew Axl who's tumor has shrunk 80%!  Please keep Axl in 

prayer as treatments continue. 

- It was a joyful time last week with Consecration Sunday, 

serving the Sunday Supper and the Wall of Sound event! 

- We celebrate with the Lapp family the marriage of Becca and 

Zac Coleman on 11/30. 

- Sue Carroll is grateful to have finished her treatments and to 

be feeling better.  

- Please pray for John Born's sister Allison Barker for healing 

and recovery as she has become cancer free on her 40th 

birthday. 

- It is a joy to have Sandy Bowen's sister, Rosella Young in 

worship with us. 

Travel 
- Prayer for safe travel for all those making their way to 

Thanksgiving festivities. 

 

 
 

  



STEPHEN 

MINISTRY 

MESSAGE 
When they saw the star, they were overjoyed. On 

coming to the house, they saw the child with his mother 

Mary, and they bowed down and worshiped him. Then 

they opened their treasures and presented him with 

gifts of gold, frankincense and myrrh.  

Matthew 2: 10-11 (NIV) 

Christmas isn’t over yet. It begins December 25 with 

Jesus’ birth and technically ends with a 12th Night 

celebration, followed the next day, January 6, by 

Epiphany – the arrival of the magi.  Although the magi 

are regularly portrayed as part of the manger scene, 

Matthew indicates that they arrive somewhat later. 

(Note they arrive at a “house” and Bethlehem isn’t 

mentioned at all.) The magi represent the larger world, 

and their presence is the recognition and the acceptance 

of the divinity of the Christ child outside of Israel. Even 

the gifts the magi bring are symbolic of this larger 

purpose: gold is the symbol of kingship and divinity; 

frankincense is a fragrant offering used in worship; and 

myrrh presages Christ’s suffering and death.  

This symbolic acknowledgment is called Epiphany 

because it was an earth-shaking event, a sudden and 

unexpected enlightenment. Any epiphany is a new 

understanding of a problem or a situation that changes 

our perspective. It is the realization that something new 

is happening. 

Unfortunately, we have a tendency to end Christmas 

with the beginning of the New Year. The days between 

December 25 and January 1 are pleasant enough, often 

filled with travel, or perhaps a few days of gift returns 

and bargain shopping and ending with a night out on the 

town. The epiphany part of Christmas gets tossed aside, 

like so much used wrapping paper, and enlightenment 

gets packed away with the Christmas ornaments. All too 

often, we are left feeling a bit empty – like even the 

excitement of and wonder of “God With Us” is also 

stored in the basement until next year.  

But what is a new year if it isn’t also a new beginning? 

What good is a fancy party if we don’t take time to look 

to the heavens for a star to guide us? What is a new 

year’s resolution if not search for a new perspective? An 

attempt to look at ourselves, our family, our world with 

a new understanding.   

So maybe as we begin a new year in a new decade, we 

could extend Christmas a bit –  to take a few more days 

to be aware of the wonder of finding God in our lives, to 

keep open the possibility of a change in our perspective 

of a difficult problem. Maybe we could take few minutes 

on January 6 to consider how our understanding of faith 

would change if we became an “Open and Affirming” 

UCC congregation, or if we found time to volunteer 

somewhere, or even if we were to ask for help from our 

church family when we need it. 

An epiphany isn’t always fun to live through. Even the 

magi realized that their actions created danger for the 

Christ child, and perhaps for themselves, if they returned 

to Herod with the information demanded of them.  So, it 

is possible that you may have discovered something new 

in your life that is more disturbing than comforting, 

more frustrating than exciting. 

If that is the case, contact Pastor Carol (847-823-3164) 

or Ginny Feurer (847-299-1781) to talk about what role a 

Stephen Minister might play in your journey, whether 

you are going to Bethlehem or somewhere not quite so 

far away. 

- Anita Rifkind   



WINTER 

NEWS 
KINDRED SPIRITS CAFÉ  

Kindred Spirits Café took a break for Christmas and New Year’s 

but we are back together starting Tuesday, 1/7/2020.  All are 

welcome to join us Tuesday’s for lunch in Jordan Hall.  We are 

a self-defined group of anyone who happens to have lunch 

time free on Tuesdays.  Come with a sack lunch and we will 

provide a delicious dessert and beverages.  If you need more 

information or have questions, please talk to Liz Swanson. 

1/7/2020 – January birthday celebration 

1/14/2020 – Conversation and Catch up 

1/21/2020 – BINGO 

1/28/2020 – Pastor Mollie – Living Water efforts with youth 

and beyond 

2020 PRCC WOMEN’S 
RETREAT: February 7-9 
Please see the flyer on the next page for details! The deadline 

to register is January 22nd!  

SERMON VIDEOS 
https://www.parkridgecommunitychurch.org/sermon-video 
Videos of Sunday’s sermons are available, usually by Monday, 

on the Church website. You can also watch video of our 

incredible choir singing Handel’s Messiah every Sunday in 

Advent. The Christmas Pageant was also recorded and is 

available through a password protected link. 

https://www.parkridgecommunitychurch.org/livestream 

(password is PRCC). 

HOLIDAY OFFICE HOURS 
The Church Office will be closed December 31st, January 1st, 

and January 20th.  

CHOIR RESUMES… 
Junior Choir – January 14th 
Chancel Choir – January 16th 
Angeli Choir – January 19th  

KNITTING KNIGHTS  

THANK YOU to all those who crafted so many warm things for 

our neighbors in need.  We are also grateful to everyone who 

purchased hand crafted gifts.  We are using our proceeds to 

support PRCC projects as well as the Jeanine Schultz school 

right here in Park Ridge. 

If you would like more information about Knitting Knights, 

please join us when we meet on the first and third Mondays of 

the month at 7 pm in Jordan Hall.  We will be together on 

January 6th, January 20th and hope you can join us! 

ADULT EDUCATION 
Monday Morning Bible Study: 10 am Gathering; 10:30 am 

Study led by Winnie Ericksen and Pastor Mollie 

In Called, author Susan Robb shows us how God interrupts the 

lives of ordinary people, calling and empowering them to lives 

of service they never would have imagined on their own. And 

she shows us that the same God who called six of the Bible’s 

most iconic characters calls us, too, to bring hope and 

transformation to the world.  We will look at the stories of 

Abraham, Samuel, Esther, Jonah, Mary Magdalene, and the 

Beloved Disciple.  Discover how to hear and respond to the 

unique call God is placing on your life in this six-week 

study.  For more information or questions, contact Winnie or 

Pastor Mollie. 

Wednesday Bible Study at 7:30 pm; co-led by Pastor Carol and 
Katie Reboletti 
Starting back on January 8, we will gather on Wednesdays in 
Ellinger Transept to study the Gospel of Matthew. Some of the 
texts will align with the preaching on 
Sundays, and as we seek a guiding light 
for the year ahead, we will look to 
Matthew’s insight.  The Immersion Bible 
Study series book will be available for 
purchase in the office or at Bible Study for 
$10 each. Be sure you bring your Bible 
and our study book.  This series will carry 
us through Wednesdays until Ash 
Wednesday when we will begin our 
Lenten Study.  Come and learn more 
about Jesus and the Bible and how they 
impact our lives! No prior study or expertise needed - join us! 

https://www.parkridgecommunitychurch.org/sermon-video
https://www.parkridgecommunitychurch.org/livestream


 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

LIVING WATER RETREAT FOR WOMEN OF ALL AGES 

WHEN  February 7th - 9th 

  7:00 Friday (leave at 6:00 pm from PRCC parking lot) to noon Sunday   

WHERE Cenacle Retreat & Conference Center (513 W. Fullerton Chicago) 

WHO  Women of all ages are welcome!  You do not need to be a member of PRCC so invite your friends. 

WHY  Come for a weekend of renewal and refreshment to explore how water brings life to us physically & 

spiritually. Rev. Anna Voinovich will lead the retreat. 

PROGRAM FEE  Single room - $260  

   Shared room - $215  

   All forms of payment accepted and scholarships are available. 

   *$50 deposit required to hold a spot  

QUESTIONS? Ask Pastor Mollie at pastormollie@parkridgecommunitychurch.org or Liz Swanson at 

liz@parkridgecommunitychurch.org. 

  --------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------                                                                                                                                                                        

NAME                                                              PHONE/EMAIL ______________________________________                                                                                                      

I HAVE ATTACHED 

                $260 for a single room including meals 

                $215 for a shared room and I would like to share with __________________________                                            

                $50 deposit 

                 I would be happy to drive and have room for                          others.  

                 I will need a ride from the PRCC parking lot.       

  

mailto:pastormollie@parkridgecommunitychurch.org


WINTER 

NEWS 
COFFEE HOUR  
The Membership/Welcome Team is 
looking for volunteers to host coffee 
hour after the 10:00 am service in 
2020, we have open spots beginning 
in March. 
 

MEMBERSHIP INFO 
MEETING 
Our next Newcomer Informational Meeting will take place 
on Monday, Jan. 13 at 7 pm in the church parlor.  Come if you 
are interested in learning more about PRCC!  Childcare can be 
provided upon request. We will be offering a chance for new 
members to join our church family on Sunday, Jan. 
26th.  Contact Pastor Carol, the church office or Sara 
Born(sara.born@hotmail.com) for more information. 
 

JAZZ IN JANUARY 
Starting January 5, tickets will be available for Jazz in January 
2020.  Join us for an evening of timeless jazz classics in the Great Hall 
of Park Ridge Community Church on January 24th and 25th. The 
evening will feature an outstanding band, led by PRCC’s own Kent 
Wehman, playing tunes by artists ranging from Duke Ellington to 
Dave Brubeck to Bill Withers. Snacks, desserts, and drinks - including 
a signature Jazz in January cocktail - will be available for 
purchase. Jazz in January has a great history of combining a fun 
evening of incredible live music with raising funds for important 
church missions. This year, proceeds will help to support our church’s 
overall mission and PRCC’s youth mission trip in conjunction 

with Living Water International. The Water Well project will provide 

a sustainable clean water source to a community in Honduras. 
Proceeds from Jazz in January will be used to fund the well itself, as 
well as to offset travel costs for the volunteers. 
 

***Ways to Give*** 
*Come out and enjoy the evening. 
*Take part in the 50/50 raffle offered each night. 
*Sponsor the Event 
 

JAZZ IN JANUARY ADS 

We are searching for sponsors of the event to be recognized 
in event advertisements and inside the event 
program.  Sponsorships range from $50 to $400.  If you or 
your business would like to support our event please contact 
Dan Smith for further information. 

VOLUNTEER SPOTLIGHT 

There are many people who volunteer their time to our 
church and we are so grateful for each and every one of them. 
Our Volunteer Spotlight is a way of saying thank you to them 
and also letting members and newcomers know what our 
"generous stewards of God's gifts" are doing here at PRCC.  
"Each of you should use whatever gift you have received to 
serve others, as faithful stewards of God's grace in its various 
forms." Peter 4:10 
 

This month we spotlight Ed and Robin Kopecky! 

These two faithful stewards keep busy at PRCC in a variety of 
ministries and activities. Each year Robin and Ed set up the 
Nativity and creche outside in front of the church at the 
beginning of the Advent season. Last year they were 
instrumental in having the Eugene Romeo Nativity statues 
restored to their original condition. We hope you saw these 
beautiful pieces of art on the altar during Advent this year.  

Robin is currently serving as the Chairperson of the Arts and 
Decor Committee and with Ed has spent a lot of time cleaning, 
straightening up and organizing the Library and the Parlor as 
well as the Associate Minister’s office before Mollie arrived.  

Robin regularly attends and participates in the Monday 
morning Bible study group which she has helped facilitate and 
support in many different ways. She is also a member of the 
Knitting Knights group and she has made beautiful hats, 
scarves, baby items, etc. that have been donated here at our 
church and to the many ministries we serve in the 
community.  

Ed regularly attends the Men’s Breakfast group meetings at 
church on Wednesday mornings at 7am which is open to all 
men of our church. He is also one of the original members of 
the fly fishermen group which meets at PRCC on Wednesday 
nights.  

Robin and Ed regularly take the food pantry items collected on 
the first Sunday of each month over to the Maine Township 
Food Pantry on Ballard Rd. They typically travel to Florida for 
the winter months so check the schedule on the bulletin 
board to see if there might be an opportunity for you to take 
our collection to the Food Pantry while they are away.  

Robin and Ed are quite a team when it comes to baking for the 
pumpkin patch. Robin bakes and Ed delivers her yummy treats 
to the patch! 

We appreciate all 
that Robin and Ed 
do at PRCC and our 
congregation is 
blessed by them 
sharing of their 
time and talents.  

mailto:sara.born@hotmail.com


 



WINTER 

NEWS 
UCC HISTORY & POLITY  
PASTOR CAROL AND PASTOR MOLLIE TAKE UCC History & 

POLITY TOGETHER   
In January, Pastor Carol and Pastor Mollie will audit the 
History and Polity of the United Church of Christ at the 
Chicago Theological Seminary. This course, taught by Rev. 
John Thomas, former General Minister and President of the 
United Church of Christ, will cover the history, structure, 
theology and practices of the UCC. This course will satisfy the 
requirements for Pastor Carol to have dual standing and 
Pastor Mollie to progress in the ordination process with the 
UCC. 
BOARD NEWS 

On Tuesday, December 17, our Board of Directors gathered at 
the home of Vice-Chair Thom Goodwin. While the purpose of 
this gathering was largely social, there was also some items of 
business attended to:  

• Our Executive Committee approved new insurance 
premium amounts for the ministers.  

• We heard a report from our Ministers including a 
report about Pastor Carol’s upcoming trip to the Holy 
Land and celebrating Pastor Mollie and the Youth 
Committee’s work expanding our youth ministry.  

• Each ministry area submitted Budget requests for the 
year ahead, along with explanations for the amounts 
sought. The Board expects to hold a special meeting 
in January to discuss the budget.  

• The Social Committee was officially renamed The 
Fellowship Committee to accurately describe their 
mission. 

• We celebrated the success of the Stewardship 
campaign, receiving 17 brand new pledging units, 
and an overall increase in total amounts pledged.  

• We received a report from the Treasurer, Eric 
Johnson, which showed an overall deficit of $27K for 
the year, but this is better than we had budgeted. 
Giving in November was higher than anticipated and 
expenses were less than anticipated.  We are hopeful 
that December’s giving will overcome our deficit for 
the year. 

We celebrated the successes and blessings of 2019 and look 
forward to our next year of ministry together! The Board of 
Directors is planning an all-day retreat in March 2020. 
 

 

SAVE THE DATE! 
Looking for a fun way to enjoy this year’s 
Super Bowl on a giant screen?  Have a special 
chili recipe that you’re dying to show off?  
Come join the Fellowship Committee for our 
Super Bowl and Chili Cook Off Sunday February 2nd, 5 pm in 
the Great Hall.   
 

SPIRIT OF CHRISTMAS 

RECAP 
Women’s Circle 10 Spirit of Christmas 2019 Recap 

At the Park Ridge Country Club on Wednesday, November 

20th, 175 women joined together to welcome in the Holiday 

Season. Church members and friends enjoyed a delicious 

buffet, shopped unique offerings of 25 vendors and 

participated generously in raffles to benefit Circle 10 

projects. This event was successful through the support of 

Church Staff, talented musicians Karen Nelson and Naomi 

Hildner, ticket sellers Bill Scharringhausen, Bill Williams, Jim 

Crowley, Al Knoblauch, sponsor Mary Biardo, The Knitting 

Knights, and the 25 Circle 10 members who planned and 

executed the evening. Our Circle treasury has increased by 

$4281.00 and will provide the means to continue funding 

Church and local projects, and a $428.00 tithe to our church 

has been made. Thank you to all who have supported our 

event. The Women of Park Ridge Community Church Circle 10. 

2019 GIVING  
Just a note that any contributions that you would like to be 

counted for 2019, must be received by Monday, January 30th. 

You may drop them off at the Church Office. Thank you! 

AMAZON SMILE 
AmazonSmile is a website operated 

by Amazon with the same products, 

prices, and shopping features 

as Amazon.com. The difference is that 

when you shop on AmazonSmile, 

the AmazonSmile Foundation will 

donate 0.5% of the purchase price of 

eligible products to the charitable 

organization of your choice. Park Ridge 

Community Church is now available as 

an organization choice! Follow this 

link: https://smile.amazon.com/ch/36-

2167828 to select PRCC as your 

chosen organization.  
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SUNDAY 
SCHOOL 

  NEWS 
SUNDAY SCHOOL  

• Sun. Dec. 29: 10 am only; no Sunday school or Kids’ 
Club -- nursery open   

• Sun. Jan. 5: Sunday school resumes during 10 am 
worship 

All preschool through high school children and youth are 
invited to Sunday school. Bring a friend! Below is our typical 
schedule. *Meeting space information below. 

• 10:00-10:15   All gather in the sanctuary to begin worship 
with family members. Pastors dismiss children to Sunday 
school. 

• 10:15-10:30   Preschool to 3rd grade children ~ music 
time in SS wing 

• 10:30-11:15   Preschool to 3rd grade children in 
classrooms 

• 10:15-11:15   4th-12th grade ~ go to class from sanctuary 

• 11:15 classes end; parents pick up preK-2nd graders from 
Sunday school wing 

*PreK-2nd grade classes in Sunday school wing 
3rd grade class at the back of Jordan Hall, lower level 
4th-5th grade class in the Library, lower level 
6th-12th grade class up in the Great Hall (above the Sunday 
school wing) 
 
The first Sunday of each month, (Holy Communion days) 
including Jan. 5, Feb. 2, etc. middle & high school students are 
to remain in worship.  
 
Please complete a registration form, available from Park Place 
Room or the Sunday school wing or our website, 
www.parkridgecommunitychurch.org, so that we have contact 
and allergy info for each child. Return forms to Teri or Shelley, 
or to the church office. 
  
Contact Shelley or Teri with questions: 
sundayschool@parkridgecommunitychurch.org 
 

NURSERY  
Nursery care is available each Sunday 8:30-11:15 am for 
infants through 5 years of age on the lower level, next to 
Jordan Hall. 
 
* Seeking loving adults (of any age) and youth to fill out our 
nursery care roster! Vicki Kelly and Kyrie Nelson are doing an 
amazing job of running our nursery week after week, but from 
time to time, we need extra hands or substitute caregivers. 
We pay for your time, and you get the opportunity to hang out 
with amazing little people!  

CHRISTMAS PAGEANT  
Our beloved Christmas Pageant took place during 10 am 
worship Sun. December 8. We were blessed to have over 60 
nursery-middle school participants, shepherded by many adult 
volunteers. This was a beautiful start to the Christmas season. 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
SUNDAY SCHOOL OUTREACH PROJECTS 
December offerings were used to purchase $200 in gift cards 
for Maryville programs. We look forward to projects 
throughout the winter and spring. Our children’s time, talents 
and treasure are being put to good use! 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

http://www.parkridgecommunitychurch.org/
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YOUTH WINTER RETREAT 
When: February 15-16 
Where: Wilmot Mountain, Wisconsin 
Who: Youth 6th-12th grade 
What: Prayer time, snow activities, and group bonding  

• Morning: Personal Reflections 

• Day:  Skiing, Boarding, Tubing 

• Evening:  Group Reflections 
*Price dependent on activities and rentals 

For more information, please contact Pastor 
Mollie:  pastormollie@parkridgecommunitychurch.org 

HEAVEN HAS BEEN CLEARED!!! 
Thank you to all who helped in this effort!  We will begin painting, installing new 
lighting/ceiling fans, and furnishing the space in January!  

CONFIRMATION 
We are halfway through the Confirmation year with 15 youth and 6 mentor participants.  We've been 

deep in conversation and reflection on the origin of the Lord's prayer, what's in the Bible, how to pray, 

contradictions in scripture, and plus so much more!  In the new year, 

we will be diving into church traditions and theological beliefs.  

It is such a joy every Wednesday to hear the questions of our youth 
and watch them grow into their own faith and beliefs!  

 

 

 

 

 

 

JANUARY YOUTH TIMES/DATES 

Sunday School: 

January 5, 19, 26: 10am service 

Youth Group: 
January 5, 12, 19, 26: 4-6pm 

mailto:pastormollie@parkridgecommunitychurch.org


LES TURNER ALS FOUNDATION 
Because of all of your incredible support for the Youth Pumpkin Patch, they were able to present a check for $1,000 to the Les Turner 
ALS Foundation, THANK YOU! 

 
 
 

 

 

 

EMOJI STORIES 
Each month the Youth Sunday School class will tell a story in scripture through emojis!  Can you decode it? 

 
Scripture Emojis: What story is being told? 

 

🏻 

🏻 🧤40 🏻 🏻 

🏻 🏻 🏻 🏻 🏻 

13 ️ 🏻

  



OUTREACH 
NEWS 

 

MAINE TOWNSHIP FOOD 
PANTRY 
Food Pantry donations are always needed! Feel free to drop 
off Sundays or during office hours throughout the week. 
Thank you in advance for your help!   

WINTER COAT COLLECTION 
Adult winter coats are being collected between November and 

January. We are collecting gently used, clean coats for Men 

and Women. We are also collecting gently used Adult L and XL 

sweatshirts. These coats and sweatshirts are being collected 

for those being impacted by the Bridge Project. The Bridge 

Project is a grass roots effort which began with members of 

the Urban Village Church in Chicago. The donation box is in 

the Park Place Room.    

FRATERNITE OF NOTRE 
DAME  
PRCC was represented by the 
Naudzius family at Fraternite of 
Notre Dame on December 
14.  Lonn, Luke and Colleen 
delivered and wrapped all the 
toys that many of you generously 
donated to help make Christmas 
a little more special for children 
in need.    The nuns and priests 
were so grateful!   Thank you for 
bringing the joy of Christmas to 
so many. 

EPWORTH THANK YOU 
THANK YOU FROM EPWORTH UNITED METHODIST CHURCH: 

On behalf of Epworth United Methodist Church, I would like to 

extend my sincere appreciation for your generous donation of 

the Holiday meal served to the residents of the men's 

shelter.  The donation of the food items and the amazing gift 

bags are instrumental in making this season a joyous 

occasion for all the residents.  We are indeed very blessed in 

having Park Ridge as our sister church and I look forward to 

meeting you and the others in the near future.  Once again, 

thank you very much for your generosity and support.  Merry 

Christmas!  Many Blessings and Thanks, Rev. Dr. Donald Guest, 

Pastor  

SCHOOL SUPPLIES 
Jeannine Schultz School – Supplies Collection 

Thank You! 

We’ve had a wonderful response collecting school supplies in 

support of the 64 students and the teachers of the Jeanine 

Schultz School in Park Ridge.  

 Items Needed: 

#2 Pencils, Pens, Colored Pencils, Highlighters, Assorted 

Markers, Glue Sticks, Erasers, Spiral Notebooks, Pocket 

Folders, 3 Ring Binders, Packets of Lined Paper(wide rule) 

Construction Paper, Kleenex, Sanitizer, Disinfecting Wipes. 

Wish to participate, but unable to shop?  Donations/Gift cards 

are appreciated. Questions?  Contact: Paula Mack - 

paula.mack@parkridgecommunitychurch.org. 

SUNDAY SUPPER 
We would love to have a list of any persons interested in 

helping in the future. Please email 

outreach@parkridgecommunitychurch,org to add your name 

to the volunteer list. 

COSMETIC BAGS 
Please save your clean empty cosmetic bags, the type that 

hold the freebies given out by the large cosmetic companies. 

We will start collecting them in January-March. They will be 

used as part of our outreach to the Bridge Project. More 

information to follow. 

Thanking you in advance for your continued support of our 

outreach ministries. If you have any questions, please contact 

Marylynn Collentine. 

PRCC BOOK EXCHANGE 
Thank you to all that continue to stock our bookshelf in Jordan 

Hall. For future donations, we would like to keep the selection 

as readable fiction and non-fiction. Thank you! 
GIVING TREE 

We are so grateful for the support from so many members of 

our church family!   You opened your hearts and wallets to 

help those in need.   Thanks to you, we dropped off at 

Maryville Academy close to 100 gifts that refugee boys, young 

moms and their children 

wished for.   Plus, we 

collected a record 

number of Target gift 

cards -- 36 in all!   These 

cards will be given to 

families in need to 

purchase food and 

clothing. 

mailto:paula.mack@parkridgecommunitychurch.org


PRCC REMEMBER WHEN… 
PRCC youth group circa 1920 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

PRCC members, taken winter 1920 

 
 

 



NOVEMBER 

SNAPSHOTS 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Park Ridge Alumnae Panhellenic Club 

Wednesday Morning Men’s Breakfast 

Advent Fest Clean Up Crew 

Wall of Sound 

Advent Fest Snapshot 

Sunday Supper 
Spirit of Christmas 



 
 
 
 
100 S. Courtland Ave 
Park Ridge, IL 60068 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Contact Us: 
847-823-3164 
office@parkridgecommunitychurch.org 
parkridgecommunitychurch.org  

Our Staff:   

Rev. Carol Hill, Senior Minister  
Pastor Mollie Foster, Associate Minister  
Teri Biedke, Director of Children’s Ministries 
Sasha Gerritson, Director of Music Ministries   
Shelly O’Brien, Director of Children’s Ministries  
Liz Swanson, Director of Pastoral Services  
Jaclyn Weir, Parish Coordinator 
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