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THE PARK RIDGE 
COMMUNITY CHURCH 
NEWSLETTER    

December 2018 
 

Making Room 
“While they were there, the time came for Mary to deliver her child. And she gave birth to her firstborn son and wrapped him in bands 
of cloth, and laid him in a manger, because there was no place for them in the inn.”- Luke 2:6-7 

I love Christmas!  I love the decorations. I love the music. I love the gatherings. I love the cookies. I love buying gifts. I love 
wrapping gifts. I love Christmas pageants and crafts. I love retelling the Christmas story. I love moving the nativity 
characters around. I love building up the excitement with my kids. I love Christmas Eve worship.  I love it all. 

At my house, before we can do anything Christmas, we have to clear out the spaces.  Some shelves have decorations that 
will be put away to make space for the Christmas village.  The regular china will be put in the back cabinets to make room 
for the Christmas dishes.  The entertainment center and tv will move a few feet out of the way to make room for the 
Christmas tree.  The shower curtain comes down to get ready for the Christmas shower curtain.  Before we can begin to 
put out the things that mark our Christmas celebration, we have to prepare – by making room.   

As we begin the Season of Advent, I am reminded that we have some work to do in our hearts before we can jump into 
celebrating the birth of Jesus.  We have to make room to really be able to celebrate, to be impacted by the magnitude of 
God-with-us. Each Sunday in Advent, we will light a candle on the wreath, naming the Hope, Joy, Love, and Peace that 
comes with Christ’s birth.  What gets in your way, impeding your ability to receive the Good News? Is it busyness? 
Cynicism? Despair?  

This year, in particular, I have felt like Christmas is here much too soon. It feels like the kids only just started back to school. 
I know I’m not ready.  So, in these next few weeks of Advent, I will be making an intentional effort to make room.  I will 
begin each day lighting a candle and inviting Christ to shine forth light into that day.  I don’t always have time to do a 
specific devotion, but during Advent, I am committing to making time.  I will pray for God to help push some of my clutter 
to the side so that I could make room for Christ’s birth to impact my life this season.  I invite you to do the same.  

When Mary and Joseph arrived in Bethlehem, there wasn’t room for them or their baby. As we prepare room to 
remember and celebrate Jesus’ birth, I hope we will take a look around and see ways we can make room for others in our 
midst.  I celebrate the ways that we make room for children to be present, learn, and grow at PRCC.  I celebrate the ways 
that we make room for folks to gather for lunch at Kindred Spirits.  I celebrate the ways that this community makes room 
for a diversity of perspectives and traditions while holding close our unity in Christ. I am very thankful for the ways that 
PRCC is making room for ME with my poinsettia allergy by choosing to decorate with silk poinsettias and non-poinsettia 
flowers. This is so heart-warming to me – THANK YOU!! Making room makes a difference!  

I am sure we have all experienced times in our lives when we’ve felt that there wasn’t room for us – for a variety of 
reasons.  Being excluded, ignored, disregarded, or pushed away does not feel good.  In this season of Advent, try and be 
particularly attuned to those who might feel out of place, and make room for them.  When you’re shopping, and a parent 
is trying to handle unruly children, make room with a smile and kind word.  Reach out to that friend who will be 
experiencing their first Christmas after losing a loved one and make room for them to not have to be feeling the same 
Christmas cheer. Make room for the least, the last, and the lost…and when we do, we are making room for Christ. 
May this be a season of making room…and may we all be blessed in the process!  

                                                                                                                                                                     ~  Pastor Carol 
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A WORD FROM PASTOR DAVID 
PEOPLE COME INTO YOUR LIFE FOR A REASON 

Now go in peace and bless the world.  And remember:  
You go nowhere by accident. 
Wherever you go, God is sending you. 
Wherever you are, God has put you there. 
God has a purpose in your being there. 
Christ, who lives in you, has something  
He wants to do through you wherever you are. 
Believe this and go in the grace and love and power of Jesus Christ.           

Many of you have commented on this benediction that I often use (it is not original with me, I wish that it were).  This 
benediction sends us out with an underscoring reminder that not only does God have a purpose for our lives, the Creator 
desires to utilize us to make difference in people’s lives. 

 You know the saying: “people come into your life for a reason.”  I deeply believe this.  Sometimes that reason is only for a short 
season of time, sometimes for a lifetime.   

When someone is in your life for a REASON, it is usually to meet a need you have.  It may be to assist you through a difficulty, to 
provide you with guidance and support, to aid you physically, emotionally, or spiritually.  They may seem like a Godsend and, you 
know what, they are.  They are there to accomplish in your life some empowering purpose that God wants to work in your life.  
When that is done, the relationship comes to an end.  The prayer you sent up has been answered and now it is time to move on. 

Some people come into your life for a SEASON, because your turn has come to share, grow, or learn.  They bring you an 
experience of peace, make you laugh, or cause you to think.  They may cause you to stretch and teach you something you have 
never done.  These persons usually give you an unbelievable amount of joy.   

LIFETIME relationships teach you lifetime lessons and affirm values, things you must build upon to have a solid emotional 
foundation.  Your job is to accept the lesson, love the person, and put what you have learned to use in all other relationships and 
areas of your life.  It is said that love is blind, but friendship is clairvoyant.  

You and I have been together for a reason, and for a season.  I have learned much from you, and with you.  Together, we have 
been partners and colleagues in a shared ministry.  No matter where I have been, wherever the stop along the way, God has 
always used my current context to prepare me for the next assignment.  Where that assignment shall be, I do not know.  But I 
trust that the Holy One is making preparation, right now, for them and me to be together.  I believe that as much as I believe the 
Almighty brought you and me together for this time. 

So, even in this particular season of Thanksgiving, please accept my deepest, most heart-felt thanks.  Thank you for giving me 
your love.  Thank you for your friendship.  Thank you for allowing me to empower your hopes, dreams, and future.  Thank you 
for believing that God has a purpose for directing your life.  Thank you for being a partner in 
shared ministry.  Thank you for the wonderful monetary gift as a going-away present (I am 
totally overwhelmed).  But, most of all, thank you for being a part of my life.   

Lord, thank you for walking with us through the seasons of our lives.  
For the winter, when we are held safe in your arms through the darkness.  
For the hope of spring, as we are filled with new promise and life.  
For summer time, full of warmth and color  
And for autumn days as leaves fall to seed new growth. 
You are always with us.  Amen. 
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WORSHIP 
JOIN US IN DECEMBER FOR 
WORSHIP 
 

December 2  First Sunday of Advent 
(Food    Holy Communion 
Collection)  Youth Group 
  Sunday Night Supper  
   
December 9 Second Sunday of Advent 
  One service at 10:00am 

Christmas Pageant 
 Cookies by the Pound 

   
December 16 Third Sunday of Advent 

  Choir Cantata – 10:00am 
  Advent Potluck 
  Kid’s Club 
   
December 23 Fourth Sunday of Advent 

No Sunday School 
 Nursery open 

 
December 24 Christmas Eve 

4:00 pm – Family Service 
11:00 pm – Candlelight Service 
 

December 30 First Sunday after Christmas 
One service at 10:00 am  
No Sunday School 
Nursery open 

 

• Nursery Care is available each Sunday for infants 
through 5 years.  

 

PASTOR CAROL 
INSTALLATION  

SAVE THE DATE!  
We will celebrate Pastor Carol’s 
Service of Installation on January 13th 
at 3:00 pm with a dinner to follow.  

 
 
 

CHRISTMAS PAGEANT 

Our beloved Christmas Pageant will take place during 10:00 
am worship on Sunday, December 9. Children preschool 
through high school are invited to participate by singing or 
speaking, and each will wear a fabulous costume! Even babies 
and toddlers are carried into the Sanctuary by teen angels. 

There is room for everyone at this inn ☺ .  
 
Registration forms are due Dec. 2. An important rehearsal will 
take place the morning of Saturday, Dec. 8, 9-11 or 10-11am, 
depending on the role. Pageant songs will be rehearsed during 
regular music time through Dec. 2. Contact Teri or Shelley for 
more information or to sign up, 
sundayschool@parkridgecommunitychurch.org   

 

 

MORAVIAN LOVE FEAST 

November 25th  
Please join us for this short, simple service to sing the carols of 
the season, listen to the story of Christ's birth and enjoy a cup 
of sweetened decaf coffee and a special home baked bun. It's 
a perfect way to center ourselves on the reason for the 
season. 
 

CHRISTMAS OFFICE HOURS  

Please note that the Church Office will be closed Friday, 
December 23rd at noon through Tuesday, January 1st in 
observance of the Christmas Holiday.  

ADVENT POTLUCK 
December 16th at 4:30 pm  
Join in an Old Fashion Christmas Potluck, 12/16/18 4:30-6:30 
pm in Jordan Hall.  Ham will be provided, please bring your 
favorite dish to share.  If your last name begins with A-
G Salads; H-P Side dishes; Q-Z Desserts.  Please indicate that 
which is Gluten free, Vegetarian or Vegan. 

Crafts and games for the children starting at 4:30, food and 
music to follow!  If you would like to help with this fun evening 
of fellowship please contact Jan Steiner, 847-340-7073. 

  

mailto:sundayschool@parkridgecommunitychurch.org
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2018 CHRISTMAS WORSHIP SERVICES 

 

Christmas Eve 

4:00pm  

11:00pm  

 

Christmas Day 

No Service 

 

December 30th  

One Service at 10:00am 

 

January 6th  

8:30am 

10:00am 
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OUR PRAYER 
MINISTRY  

During this Advent season please pray for all God’s people to be 
guided toward a Christ spirit and the openness to receive gifts of 
peace, love and joy from the One who gives freely.  As the Spirit 
leads you, please remember to include the following in your 
personal prayer time:   

Martha Bridges, Erika Cornelisen, Kylie Figgins, Jon Forsythe, Edith 
E. Hurlburt, Tom Kapolnek, Candace Kidston, Walter and Christina 
Kotecki, Gerri Le Duc, Jim Lego, Lurana Nelson, Leo Netko, Pauline 
Numrych, Susan Ruth, Ann Stutts, Ginny Sutton, Joyce Wright, Bill 
Zoellner, Kate Zoellner. 

We also keep in our prayers the following November requests: 

Joys  
- Charlie celebrated visiting with his Niece via FaceTime. 

Healing and Recovery 

-Prayer of thanks for Sharon Kemerer’s cousin Diane.  
-Prayers for the victims of the Tree of Life shooting.  
-Prayers for all those struggling with substance abuse. 
- For Mary Jo’s sister Judy. 
- For the Bouchez Family.       
-For Natalie, friend of Diane Meltreger.      
- Continued prayers of healing for Lilly, granddaughter of     
Bernice Zabawski and Elaine Zabawski’s niece, who is 
recovering from blood clots in her lungs.  
-Continued prayers of healing for Kathy Davis who is thankful 
for all of the support, prayers, and cards. 
-Prayers of comfort for Denise, mother of Lauren Kleingers 
friend. 
- Continued prayers for Bill Zoellner who is receiving cancer 
treatment, he appreciates all of your prayers and 
encouragement.  
- For Joseph Bielaga and family.  
- For Ric, Ginny Jacobson’s brother, whose cancer has 
returned.  
- Angie Papassavas is grateful for her friend recovering from 
surgery and asks for continued prayers for a friend’s 
grandchild. 
- Prayers for all of those affected by the California wildfires.  
 

Birthdays/Anniversaries 

- Gretchen Kalponek 
-Kevin Plach, Sr.  
-Chris and Kathy Chandler celebrate 12 years!  

 

Remembrance 

-All of those who have served in the military and in 
remembrance of the 1918 Armistice.   
 

Life in the Resurrection  
- The family and friends of Stan Sobor who passed on October 
15th.  
- Jill Murchie’s family as they grieve the loss of grandson Leo 
Murchie.  
- The family and friends of Ginny Farrell, Sue Farrell Stock’s 
mother, who entered Life in the Resurrection on November 
11th.  

 

Prayer requests can be sent to the front office or given 

to the Ushers during Worship. 

 

ADVENT DEVOTIONALS  

2018 Devotionals available in the Narthex. 

 

 

 

EPWORTH DINNER 
The annual Christmas meal served at Epworth United 
Methodist church for the Cornerstone overnight shelter guests 
will be Friday 12/14.  Thank you to the Knitting Knights for 
coordinating the gift bags of handmade hats and other warm 
essentials that are given to the 65 guests attending this 
dinner.  If you are interested in participating and serving, 
please contact Liz Swanson.   
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STEPHEN MINISTRY  

MESSAGE 
By Anita Rifkind 

 

 

When the angels had left them and gone into heaven, the 
shepherds said to one another, "Let us go now to Bethlehem 
and see this thing that has taken place, which the Lord has 

made known to us." So they went with haste and found Mary 
and Joseph, and the child lying in the manger. - Luke 2: 15-16 

NSRV 

I have been thinking lately about babies, St. Anselm, and 
power. The baby part of that juxtaposition will surprise no 
one; the St. Anselm part is a bit of a surprise even to me. 
Read on for the power part. 

Anselm was the Archbishop of Canterbury from 1093 to 
1109. He was born in what is now Italy and left home after 
an argument with his father, who wanted him take over 
managing the family’s large estate instead of being a monk. 
Ironically, within a few years and still very young man, 
Anselm was named Prior of a large Benedictine monastery 
in France which meant that he was managing the 
monastery’s large estates. Ultimately his abilities led to 
being named Archbishop of Canterbury and landed him 
smack dab in the middle of religious and political problems, 
balancing two Popes vying for legitimacy, two of William 
the Conqueror’s sons vying for power, and managing even 
larger holdings. Fortunately, Anselm managed to get 
himself exiled by either the political or the ecclesiastical 
authorities with enough frequency that he was able to 
write a lot. 

He is most famous for a couple of ideas. First is his 
definition/proof of God as “that than which nothing greater 
can be conceived.” (I do not have time to explain that. You 
have to google it if you care.)  Second is his notion of the 
atonement, which has been the source of the development 
of the “substitution” theory — that is to say that Jesus’ 
death was necessary to pay back God for human sin. 

But many people, including Thomas Merton, believe that 
this is too simplistic a view of what Anselm was trying to 
say. Anselm believed that we (and the angels for whatever 
that is worth) owe God a debt which we all too often fail to 

pay. “All the will of a rational creature ought to be subject 
to the will of God.” To Anselm, when we fail to live in what 
we know to be the right way, we dishonor God. That’s what 
he means by sin.  And Anselm goes on the say, “Therefore, 
everyone who sins is under an obligation to repay to God 
the honour which he has violently taken from him, and this 
is the satisfaction which every sinner is obliged to give to 
God.” 

So how do we restore our righteous, honorable relationship 
with God? Merton believed Anselm was not saying that 
Jesus was sent to be punished on our behalf. Nor did 
Anselm believe Jesus sent to lead an army of soldiers or 
clerics that would use God’s power to control a wayward 
creation. Much evil has been done under both those 
banners.   

Anselm was saying that God sent Jesus to reinstate the 
terms of the relationship between God and creation. He 
sent a baby, a helpless creature who from the beginning 
depended on the love and patience and sacrifice of those 
around him – a baby who grew into a man who spoke of 
and exemplified the kind of sacrificial love that restores 
God’s creation, that we are required to emulate. 

That’s the kind of love we celebrate at Christmas. That’s the 
kind of love we honor as Stephen Ministers.  If you are in a 
bitter or lonely or scary place, watching the rest of the 
world move on without you, let this message be a reminder 
that just as you are required to honor God by seeking to do 
God’s will, you are also worthy of God’s love. As Anselm 
says, “I should explain that when earthly powers take action 
in this way in accordance with right, it is the Lord himself, 
by whom they have been appointed for the task, who is 
acting.”  
 

Contact Pastor Carol (847-823-3164) or Ginny Fuerer (847-
840-7082). Merry Christmas to you all from the Stephen 
Leaders and the Stephen Ministers. 
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FALL 

NEWS 

KINDRED SPIRITS CAFÉ  

All are welcome to join us Tuesday’s for lunch in Jordan Hall.  
We are a group of individuals who happen to have Tuesday’s at 
noon free for lunch together.  Just bring your sack lunch and 
we will provide a delicious dessert and beverages.  Here is 
what’s going on in December: 

- 12/4 Bingo and Birthdays 
- 12/11 Christmas Party and Music by Lynn Brant and 

Edde Young  
- 12/18 Conversation and Catch up 
- 12/25 MERRY CHRISTMAS WEEK -  

NO KINDRED SPIRTS 
- 1/1/2019 HAPPY NEW YEAR WEEK -  

NO KINDRED SPIRITS 

 

WALL OF SOUND 2018 
Thank you so much to all of those that supported in person 
and from afar! This year we raised $1,500! It was a great night 
filled with great music and people! See you next year!  

 

CIRCLE 10 
“Favorite Things” Gift Exchange! 
December 4th : Drinks at 6:30p (cash bar) Dinner at 7:00pm.  
Gift exchange - $15-$20. 

 

MEMBERSHIP NEWS 
We plan to start using clip-on style name tags and are working 
on how to best implement this so people will be excited to use 
them. For now, we will continue to use the stick on name tags 
and hope you are finding them useful to get to know others.  

The “Keep in Touch” mailbox has 
been placed on the wall near the 
Courtland Ave. entrance. Forms are 
available for members and non-
members to share what they 
appreciate and what they wish for at 
PRCC. Membership committee 
members will check the mailbox and 
share comments with the 
appropriate person or committee. 

We look forward to having this new opportunity to 
communicate with members. 
 
We are grateful for our regular Sunday morning coffee hour 
and consider it a wonderful time of connection for our church 
family and friends. We know that it wouldn’t happen without 
volunteers. Coffee hour hosts supply pastries and prepare 
coffee on Sunday mornings. When you submit your receipt, 
your expenses will be reimbursed. If you’d like to host a coffee 
hour, please contact Lauren Kleingers at  
lauren.kleingers@gmail.com.  
 
The membership committee wishes you a blessed Christmas 
season! 

 

COMMUNITY BELL 
CONCERT 

Featuring Sandy Bowen and Barbara Scharringhausen.

mailto:lauren.kleingers@gmail.com
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WINTER 

NEWS 

PASTA DIVINE 
SAVE THE DATE!  
Join us Saturday, February 9, 2019 for an 
evening filled with all you can eat food and 
family fun and fellowship! More details to 
come!  

 

FELLOWSHIP OF FAMILIES 
The Fellowship of Families group will do the cooking for our 
church's monthly Lincoln Park Shelter meal on Wed., Dec. 5th 
from 6:00-7:30 in the church kitchen. Children and parents are 
invited to come and cook the meal, decorate place mats, and 
prepare snack bags with us that evening. The following day a 
different crew from church will serve the meal at the 
shelter.  Look for an email from prccfoyf@gmail.com or email 
us if you're interested in joining us! See Sara Born, Sarah 
Young, or Julie Smith with any questions. 

KNITTING KNIGHTS  
Join us at our December 3rd meeting as we celebrate the 
holidays.  Bring cookies or a small appetizer to share.  We 
gather at 7 pm in Jordan Hall.  All are welcome. 

Final collection of Red Scarves for Foster Care to Success and 
Red Newborn Hats for Little Hats Big Heart is December 3rd. 
We will ship all items by the end of the week.   

Annual Knitting 
Knights Holiday 
Sale:  December 
9th in Jordan Hall. 
Stop by before or 
after service to 
see what the 
Knitting Knights 
have been 
working on. 

OUTREACH 

NEWS 

SUNDAY NIGHT SUPPER 

Next Sunday December 2nd we will be hosting the Park Ridge 
Ministerial Association's Sunday Night Supper at our church.  
MANY volunteers are needed to cook, serve, and organize 
donated food for this very worthwhile community outreach 
ministry.  Add your name to the sign-up sheet on the Outreach 
Board or talk with Liz for more information. 
 

FOOD PANTRY 
With the holiday season upon us, please remember the food 
pantry.  There are many families in need and putting together 
a nice holiday dinner is difficult without help from food pantry 
donations. All donations can be placed in the shopping cart in 
Park Place Room.  

COAT COLLECTION 

New and gently used adult size men and women’s coats will be 
collected during December and early January for the Chicago 
Bridge Project.  The goa l  of  the Br idge  Pro ject  is to 
build relationships among people with different 
backgrounds by teaching about eliminating food waste, 
cooking delicious and thoughtful meals and distributing the 
meals, every day essentials as well as quality clothing to 
communities of need.  Please help by donating your gently 
used warm, winter coats to the collection point in the Park 
Place Room.  

THE GIVING TREE 
Thank you to the generous spirit of all those who share their 
faith by supporting the Maryville outreach project this 
Christmas.  All the ornament envelopes have been taken as 
well as the gift card envelopes.  Thank you for your 
overwhelming support!  Please be sure to return you gift cards 
and gifts by December 12.  The gifts for individuals need to be 
identified so they can be distributed to the correct people.  If 
you were not able to pick up an envelope but would like to 
participate, gift cards from Target or Walmart in the amount of 
$25 each are greatly appreciated. 

mailto:prccfoyf@gmail.com
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SUNDAY 
SCHOOL 

  NEWS 
2018 - 2019 

- Sun. Dec. 2: Sunday school during 10 am worship; special 
nativity craft; last regular music practice before pageant 
rehearsal 
- Sat. Dec. 8: Pageant rehearsal, 9-11 or 10-11 am, according 
to role 
- Sun. Dec. 9: Christmas Pageant! 9 am arrival for costumes; 
10am Pageant; 11 am Cookies by the Pound  
- Sun. Dec. 16: Kids Club during 10am worship 
- Sun. Dec. 23: no Sunday school or Kids’ Club -- nursery open 
- Mon. Dec. 24: Christmas Eve worship 4pm and 11 pm 
- Sun. Dec. 30: no Sunday school or Kids’ Club -- nursery open   
- Sun. Jan. 6: Sunday school resumes during 10am worship 

Preschool through high school children are invited to Sunday 

school. Please fill out a registration form for contact and 

allergy info. Typical schedule: 10:00-10:15 am - Begin in 

worship with family; Pastor dismisses children to Sunday 

school; Preschool to 3rd gr: music & class in SS wing; 4th grade 

to high school: go down to class; 11:15 am classes end & 

parents pick up young children from classrooms. 

Nursery care is available each Sunday 8:30-11:15 am for 
infants through 5 years of age on the lower level, next to 
Jordan Hall.  

ACOLYTES WANTED 

Starting in February, our Worship Services will begin with 
acolytes bringing in the light of Christ. Children 3rd grade and 
older are invited to act as 
acolytes, lighting the 
candles at the beginning 
of 10am worship. Families 
will be invited to an 
information/training 
session in January. 

OUTREACH PROJECTS 
Outreach project in December: bring offerings for the 
Maryville Giving Tree. In addition, 4th-5th graders plan to save 
up money to buy gifts for specific recipients of the Maryville 
Giving Tree. Our children’s time, talents and treasure are 
being put to good use! 
 

CONFIRMATION CLASS 
Confirmation class is offered to all middle schoolers (6th 
through 8th grade) on Wednesdays 6:00-7:30pm. Students 
work with our experienced leaders to learn more about our 
Christian faith through study, games, small-group discussions, 
and service projects. Friends and community members are 
welcome—no need to be a member. Eighth-grade students 
have the opportunity to make their Confirmation in May 2019. 
Contact Shelley O’Brien or Teri Biedke, 
sundayschool@parkridgecommunitychurch.org, with 
questions, to register or to request more information.  
 

KID’S CLUB 
On Sunday, Dec. 16th during 10 am worship, preschoolers 
through 3rd graders are invited to the Sunday school wing for 
games and crafts. Older children and youth may help 
supervise. We begin in worship and are dismissed to Kids’ Club 
about 15 minutes later. Please pick up young children from 
the Sunday school wing when worship ends. 
Contact Shelley or Teri with questions about any of the above 
information: sundayschool@parkridgecommunitychurch.org 

1ST COMMUNION CLASS 

 January 13, 20, 27  
Children 2nd grade and older are invited to the annual First 
Communion class, January 13, 20 & 27. The class meets during 
Sunday school time, 10:15-11:15. After the 3-week class, the 
students will celebrate First Communion during 10 am worship 
February 3. Registration is open to all, including friends. Forms 
will be available in January. Please contact Teri or Shelley with 
questions or to register, 
sundayschool@parkridgecommunitychurch.org.  
 

mailto:sundayschool@parkridgecommunitychurch.org
mailto:sundayschool@parkridgecommunitychurch.org
mailto:sundayschool@parkridgecommunitychurch.org
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YOUTH 
NEWS 

 

SUNDAY NIGHT 
SUPPER  

Sunday, December 2nd  
4:45 pm - 7:30 pm 
Youth are needed for: 
- Greeters 
- Direct Guests to Jordan Hall (help with elevators, 
show folks where the bathrooms are and show 
them where Jordan Hall is). 
- Bag Breads received from Whole Foods. 
- Pass Out Breads to Guests as they are leaving 

COOKIES BY THE 
POUND  

Sunday, December 9th  
Calling all bakers! The annual “Cookies by the 
Pound” fundraiser for the PRCC Youth Ministry is 
quickly approaching and we need your help! We 
will be collecting baked cookies the week of 
December 2nd-8th in the small kitchen. Please 
bring cookies to church in a disposable lasagna 
pan, if possible, and label “Cookies by the Pound.” We 
want the cookies for the sale to be as diverse as possible, if 
you are willing to provide cookies for the sale, please be 
creative with your recipes to add to the variety for the sale! 
Start pulling out your recipe books for this opportunity to 
support the PRCC Youth Ministry! If you aren’t a baker, we 
are also in need of cookie decorating supplies like frosting, 
sprinkles, candy canes, and other cookie toppings. Thank 
you all so much for your support! Please contact Kate or 
Darcy with any  
questions at youth@parkridgecommunitychurch.org.   

 

PATCH AFTER HOURS 
 On October 28, PRCC youth hosted youth from the First United 
Methodist, St. Mary’s Episcopal, and St. Luke’s Lutheran church for 
games, smores, a campfire and fellowship in our pumpkin patch. 
We hope this is will lead to other opportunities for interaction 
among the youth of Park Ridge churches.  
 

mailto:youth@parkridgecommunitychurch.org
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PUMPKIN PATCH WRAP-UP 

Dear PRCC Family, 
 Our 15th Annual Youth Pumpkin Patch has ended and it was another great year! We want to extend our heartfelt thanks to each 
of you for helping to make it happen. The Patch is a major fundraiser for our Youth and a part of the fall traditions in the Park Ridge 
community. Our sincere thanks to all of you who came out for Set-Up, Unload or Take-Down or if you worked one or many shifts in the 
Patch.  Thank you to all of our amazing bakers and knitters for creating yummy treats and beautiful knitted items to sell. Thank you to 
all of our patrons who continue to support the Patch. A huge thank you to those that had a special role in making this year’s Patch 
happen:   
 
Bryan Mercado - procuring and operating the bobcat to unload the pumpkins                                                                                                                                                                                
Dick Collentine - set up and take down of the orange lighting on the patch fencing and procurement of the hay bales and cornstalks for 
the past 15 years  
Dave Winters and Lonn Naudzius - setting up and taking down the patch lighting and electricity.  
Lonn Naudzius - willing participant of the honey-do list and all-round fix it man.                                                                                                  
Bill and Tricia Williams - accounting and banking services, last minute pallet operator and electronic advertisement                                                                     
Marty McHugh - publicity and ability to laugh, mostly at me.                                                                                                
Ann Swindell - decorations and moral support                                                                                
Scott Nelson – making 2 trips returning all the wooden pallets and boxes                                                                                                                                                                                     
The Youth - too many to name but they are amazing and hardworking! Our PRCC Youth stepped in whenever they had free time and 
always with good spirit!!   
 
This year our generous PRCC Youth shared some of the Patch proceeds with The Anthony Rizzo Family Foundation whose mission is to 
raise money for cancer research and provide support children and their families battling the disease. And finally, a special thank you to 
all of our Patch Sponsors who so generously supported the Patch - we couldn't do it without each and every one of you.  
Gold Sponsors    Silver Sponsors   Bronze Sponsors 
Chef Beau’s Klean Kitchen     Jenny Sanderson Photography Lynnette’s School of Dance 
Sasha Gerritson    Herb and Barbara Zuegel  Park Ridge Historical Society 
Greentech Plumbing Co.   Pastor David and Janet Ezekiel Park Ridge Stationers 
Mark Holihan Insurance Agency, Inc.     South Park Cleaners 
Lauri McCleneghan       Tanya Travel, Inc 
Park Ridge Animal Hosptial, LLC      Tess & Woos Dog Boutique   
The Curtis Family        PRCC Junior Choir 
Park Ridge Community Bank 
Park Ridge Paint, Glass, and Wallpaper 
Quinn Print Inc 
Shakou Series Park Ridge 
Straightforward Home Inspections 
The Simpson Family 
Uptown Chiropractic Clinic 
Westfallen Orthodontics, P.C. 
Wil-Kare Landscaping 
 
We are so grateful for you and your part in 
this ministry, blessings to all.  
Sincerely, Colleen Moriarty and the Pumpkin 
Patch Committee aka The Youth Committee 
(Kate Joyce, Siri and Scott Nelson, Kevin and 
Carrie Plach and Kevin Jr., Naomi and Fred 
Siebert, Aimee Collins, Darcy LeDuc)
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Contact Us: 
847-823-3164 
office@parkridgecommunitychurch.org 
parkridgecommunitychurch.org  

Our Staff:   

Rev. Carol Hill, Senior Minister 
Rev. Dr. David Ezekiel, Interim Minister   

Teri Biedke, Sunday School Co-Facilitator   

Sasha Gerritson, Minister of Music    

Rick Hagedorn, Parish Organist     

Kate Joyce, Youth Group Co-Facilitator  

Darcy LeDuc, Youth Group Co-Facilitator           

Shelly O’Brien, Sunday School Co-Facilitator   

Liz Swanson, Director of Pastoral Services  

Jaclyn Weir, Parish Coordinator 
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