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Looking for God  
 
“The day of my spiritual awakening was the day I saw – and knew I saw – all things in God and God in all things.” – 
Mechtild of Magdeburg 
 
One of the greatest steps of faith is realizing that God is not confined to the church building or places that we might name 
as “sacred.” In fact, some of our most profound spiritual encounters might be while climbing a mountain, or listening to a 
concert, or even watching a movie.  Our God is present and moving all around us.  Learning about the scriptures helps 
teach us what sorts of things God does, so that when we encounter things in our ordinary life – we might be able to point 
and say “there is God.”  
 
On youth mission trips, it has always been my practice to conclude each day with a moment to reflect on where we’ve 
seen God.  Usually at the beginning of the week, youth silently look at one another with the – I don’t really know that God 
attends mission trips – look on their faces.  A few brave souls will offer an instance where God was at work: when the 
home owner opened up about their struggles and asked the work team to pray for him or her; when someone was 
running low on patience or wherewithal and suddenly was given a whole new burst of energy; or when the team was out 
of paint and a staff member showed up with several more gallons.  By the end of the week, the team is so accustomed to 
looking for God that they notice and the “God sighting” time takes an hour, as each one shares the places they saw God! 
What they learn is that God is everywhere! In relationships, in circumstances, in nature, in renewal, in their health, in their 
family…all over!  
 
Our next sermon series is going to include an emphasis on finding God in the movies.  I am a movie lover, and I like old 
and new movies alike.  There’s something beautiful to me in watching a story unfold. I love seeing love grow, families lean 
on each other, callings develop, mysteries solved, life happen, and especially see the good side win!  And what might be 
surprising to some is that like the youth’s mission experience, when you start viewing movies with an expectation that 
there might be a spiritual lesson or evidence of God…you can usually find it!  
 
Barbara Brown Taylor writes “Human beings may 
separate things into as many piles as we wish – 
separating spirit from flesh, sacred from secular, church 
from world. But we should not be surprised when God 
does not recognize the distinctions we make between the 
two.  Earth is so thick with divine possibility that it is a 
wonder we can walk anywhere without cracking our shins 
on altars.”  
 
I pray that this summer we could be on the lookout for 
ways that God is moving all around us and through us and 
in spite of us.  Maybe as we see God at work in the world, 
we might also offer ourselves to be the unlikely heroes of 
the story, used by God to bring about more good than evil!  
 
 

~  Pastor Carol 



WORSHIP 
WORSHIP WITH US IN JULY  
 

July 7  Deacon Dialogue Sermon  
(Food    Holy Communion 
Collection) Guest Preacher Rev. Cathy Stewart 
  
July 14  Movies with a Message: Forrest Gump 
  Guest Preacher Rev. Dr. Bob Campbell 

Mission Trip Blessing 
 
July 21 Movies with a Message:  

An Interview with God 

   
July 28  Movies with a Message: Pay It Forward 
  Mission Trip Testimonies 
  Hamilton Baptism 
 

• Nursery Care is available each Sunday for infants 
through 5 years.  

 

MISSION TRIP LOVE LETTERS 
Our Mission Trip team sets off on July 20th to be the hands and 
feet of God, doing His work. We would love for the team to be 
reminded how much their PRCC family loves them and is 
thinking about them back home, you will find writing materials 
in the Ellinger Transept as well as bags marked with our 
Mission Trippers names. Please feel free to write them a little 
something to have as a reminder as they perform their tasks 
throughout the week. 
 

MOVIES WITH A MESSAGE 
Sometimes in the middle of watching a movie, we are struck 
by the magnitude of Truth presented, whether about love, 
good and evil, a glimpse of the imago dei (the image of God) in 
humankind, or real friendship. Sure, it may be fictionally 
based, but movies often strike a chord in our hearts and minds 
that is very much real.  During our “Movies with a Message” 
series, we will watch movies together on Wednesdays, and 
then Sunday’s sermon will touch on some of the themes 
presented, tied to the scripture for that day! This will 
hopefully be an engaging way to consider the ways we 
encounter God in unexpected places.  

 

PET BLESSING – June 30th  
Our pets are parts of our family and reminders of the 
goodness of God experienced through creation! St. Francis 
blessed all the creatures, and many churches host Pet 
Blessings to honor the tradition of claiming these beloved 
creatures as God’s very own.  You are invited to bring your 
pets (on a leash or cage or bowl, etc) to the 8:30 am worship 
service, where Pastor Carol will bless each one. Snakes, 
hamsters, fish, cats, dogs, mice, rats…whatever you’ve got, 
God loves them all! 
 

PRCC ON THE MOVE! 
Thank you to ALL of those that submitted your PRCC On the 
Move pictures for Facebook! We have loved seeing where our 
PRCC family is traveling and having a moment to share in that 
joy with you. If you are traveling over the summer and want to 
take us with you, come by the office and pick up a “flat PRCC” 
to take with you!  
 

YOU’RE WELCOME AT THE 
TABLE 
The table in Ellinger Transept is set for all to join! Please feel 
free to use that space to sit and reflect on Sunday’s message 
or to re-read the scriptures used during this series.  
 

LIKE US ON FACEBOOK 
Make sure to like us on Facebook, also, we’d love to get more 
new and current reviews!  
 

 

Movie                           Wednesday Showing                    Sunday Scripture 
Forrest Gump               July 10 at 7 pm       July 14: Matthew 18:1-7 
An Interview with God     July 17 at 7 pm        July 21: Exodus 3:1-15 
Pay it Forward              July 24 at 7 pm         July 28: Matthew 25:31-40 
The Princess Bride            July 31 at 7 pm    Aug. 4: Song of Solomon 8:6-7 
Incredibles 2 August 8 @ Prospect Park      Aug. 11: 1 Corinthians 12 



OUR PRAYER 
MINISTRY  

Please pray for safety and renewal as families and individuals enjoy 
summer vacations. Continue to include in your prayers all those on 
our prayer ministry list: Martha Bridges, Erika Cornelisen, Kylie 
Figgins, Jon Forsythe, Edith E. Hurlburt, Tom Kapolnek, Candace 
Kidston, Walter and Christina Kotecki, Geri LeDuc, Jim Lego, Lurana 
Nelson, Leo Netko, Greg McDonough, Dean Muenzer, Pauline 
Numrych, Susan Ruth, Ann Stutts, Ginny Sutton, Kathleen Weller, 
Joyce Wright, Bill Zoellner, Kate Zoellner. 
 
We also keep in our prayers the following June requests: 

Life in the Resurrection  
-Please keep the family and friends of Jane Scheurer's son-in-
law Kevin McKee in your prayers. Kevin entered eternal life on 
5/24 
-Continue to pray for the Longman and Zuegel families as they 
prepare to celebrate the life of Nancy Zuegel Saturday 6/1. 
-Please keep the Muenzer family in prayer as they grieve the 
loss of Sevryn Bruyn. 
-We pray for former member Carol Cornelisen and her family 
as the grieve the loss of her sister Barb Halliday. 
-We pray for Carole Nelson's family & friends as they prepare 
to celebrate her life Sunday 6/9. 
-We pray with the Douglass and Sandstrom families as they 
grieve the loss of John Douglass who entered Eternal Life 6/8. 
-Please pray for the family & friends of Mike Skalena who 
entered Eternal Life this past week. 
-Tricia Williams requests prayers for the family of Lee Konken 
who passed away this week; Sandy, Kara and Noel. 
-Please pray for the family & friends of Ken Bratt who entered 
Eternal life on 6/9. 
-Please keep the Sasser family in your prayers as they mourn 
the loss of their friend Jane who passed away on 6/14. 

Healing and Recovery 
-We pray for the victims of tornadoes and flooding that have 
been widespread this spring. 
-On this Memorial Day weekend, we offer thanks for all those 
who have died in war and pray for those who mourn their loss.  
-Rachel Born asked for prayers for her great uncle John and 
her grandpa, Dave Douglass visiting him. 
-Please pray with Katie for a friend suffering from postpartum 
depression and the loss of her baby. 
-Luan asks for prayers for her friend having heart by-pass 
surgery on 6/6. 
-Please pray for Tom Curtis's step-father, Woody Bowzer in 
hospice care. 
-Prayers for Jim Reeder undergoing surgery on 6/1. 
- Paula Mack asked for prayers for her sister Laura as she faces 
surgery on 6/10 and continues to struggle with health 
challenges. 
-Praying for a friend’s husband undergoing surgery this week 

at Mayo Clinic. 
-Prayers for friends of the Zoellners. One having bypass 
surgery on Thursday, another having cancer removed on 
Friday. 
-We continue to pray for Paula's sister Laura, who had 
emergency surgery on 6/14. 
-Prayers for Greg's partner Jim who has been moved to 
Northwestern hospital for treatment. 
-Charlie Giera asks for prayer for Kim who is in need of hip 
replacement surgery. 
-Please pray for a family member of Cheryll DeYoung's who 
has surgery and is struggling with recovery. 
-Karen Nelson asks for prayers for Tom and Linda as they face 
health problems. 
-Please pray for Tony Dimaso battling cancer and now in 
hospice care. 
-Prays for Ginny Feurer's cousin Jeanette and her husband 
Tom are appreciated. Tom has gone into hospice care. 
-Jude and Brian Keady ask for prayers for their friend Bonnie 
as she prepares to enter hospice care. 

Travel 
-We pray for Devon Williams who will be traveling in Eastern 
Europe on her own this summer. 
-Please keep Brendan, Kate and their friends in your prayers 
for safe travels as they leave for Europe this week. 

Birthdays/Anniversaries 
-Jack Tilley turned 93 on June 9th! 
-It is a joy to celebrate the Zoellner's 50th wedding 
anniversary.  

Joys 
-New grandson Murphy Holihan, born unexpectedly at home. 
-New grandson Finley Wylder Keady born this week in New 
Jersey 
-It is a joy to have Ed Numrych's family in church today; 
welcome to Darlene, David and Sarah. 
-Today in worship we celebrated and blessed our graduates. 
Congratulations to all those graduating from high school, 
college and graduate school! 
-Prayers of joy for Kate Joyce's friends Brittany and Brad 
getting married on 6/2. 
-As we celebrate the Pentecost and the gift of the Holy Spirit, 
we pray with gratitude for the progress of the Associate 
Minister search committee. The committee reports good 
process with a number of Skype interviews accomplished. 
-It is a joy to be honoring Charlie Giera and all the ways he 
serves this congregation at the Avenues to Independence 
dinner on 6/14. 
-Prayers of joy and gratitude were offered on behalf of the 
choir for the amazing gift of our Music Minister Sasha 
Gerritson. 
-Happy Father's Day! We pray for fathers, grandfathers, 
godfathers, adoptive fathers, stepfathers and all those who fill 
the empty spaces left behind by departed fathers. 
-We celebrate the marriage of Emma and Billy on 6/15. Emma 
is a member of our choir. 
-It is a joy to welcome a new baby to the Fabisch family. 
-Celebrate the marriage of Neal and Brenda Wehman on 6/23. 



STEPHEN 
MINISTRY 
MESSAGE 
They do all their deeds to be seen by others; for they make 
their phylacteries broad and their fringes long. They love to 
have the place of honor at banquets and the best seats in the 
synagogues, and to be greeted with respect in the 
marketplaces, and to have people call them rabbi. But you are 
not to be called rabbi, for you have one teacher, and you are 
all students. 
Matthew 23:5-8 (NRSV) 
 

It came as something of a surprise to me that once I was 
elected to a public office, I was entitled to be addressed as 
“The Honorable Anita Rifkind.” Although there is some debate 
about whether or not the “honorific” should be used life-long, 
there is apparently no doubt that it accrued even to the 
relatively minor public offices I have held. 
       
“The Honorable” title appears to have originated in England 
where the members of the British aristocracy below the level 
of “Lord” or “Lady” Something were entitled to use this form 
of address. The bits and pieces of the entire world that were 
colonized by the British Empire continue to use this form of 
address. Apparently because we don’t actually have 
aristocracy, we began to apply “The Honorable” to elected 
officials. 
 
Regardless of culture, a person’s honor has always been highly 
valued, and such a person has always been respected. Honor 
was considered a sign of nobility, characterized by integrity, 
morality, high-mindedness, decency, rectitude, probity, and 
trustworthiness. A person of honor was thought to be just, 
responsible, dependable, scrupulous, and principled. Needless 
to say, it isn’t easy to live up to that standard. Historically in 
western/English culture, men fought duels in an effort to seek 
retribution for slights to their honor, or to punish those who 
didn’t live up to the standards. (Although women were also 
expected to be honorable, they didn’t attempt to literally kill 
each other over it. They took more socially acceptable, but 
just as destructive actions.)  
 
The irony is that being addressed as “The Honorable” has now 
devolved primarily to elected officials, few of whom appear to 
have any honor at all. Indeed, honor seems to have become a 
quaint old-fashioned notion. The most recent discussions of 
accepting “opposition research” (aka “dirt”) on one’s political 
opponents indicates that the current President of the United 

States does not particularly care about being honorable. He 
does, however, appear to like the trappings of the office. As 
someone who lost an election (at least in part) because I 
would not spread negative information offered to me about 
my opponent, I can tell you that wanting the glory of winning 
is a powerful incentive to dispense with honor. Nor do voters 
appear to care about holding those who hold the highest 
offices in our country to civility or even basic truthfulness – let 
alone standards such as rectitude, high-mindedness, and 
probity. 
 
As people of faith, we are held to a higher standard. Jesus 
understood that wanting to be seen as honorable (as opposed 
to actually being a person of honor) was a characteristic of the 
“scribes and Pharisees” and in direct conflict with the 
servanthood and humility that marked his ministry and indeed 
the establishment of God’s kingdom. Public displays of 
importance, whether in expensive clothes, the best table, or a 
fancy title (e.g. rabbi) was anathema to his values and should 
be anathema to our own.   
 
Being a Stephen Minister isn’t about having a place of honor 
at the banquet. Indeed, the efforts of Stephen Ministers are 
private, confidential, and circumspect. Each Stephen Minister 
works diligently to make sure that relationships with those 
who receive our care are grounded in our faith, in service to 
our God, and in furtherance of God’s kingdom. Stephen 
Ministers strive to be as Jesus describes his followers –  
“students,” or in some translations “brothers” – learning 
about ourselves and seeking only to honor our faith as we 
walk with you on your journey.  
 
So contact Pastor Carol (847-823-3164) or Ginny Fuerer (847-
840-7082) to talk about how having a Stephen Minister will 
bring into your life someone who values true honor, someone 
who is trustworthy, righteous, and high-minded. As for me, if 
you wish to address me by the title I most value, “Stephen 
Leader” will do nicely, with “Grandma” a close second.     
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



SUMMER 

NEWS 
THANK YOU 
Dear PRCC Family, I have always said, (and written in my 
Christmas letters), that PRCC is my family, not my biological 
family, but a family that has also been important to me.  I 
want to thank all of you for the love, the care, the prayers and 
the hugs you have given me this year.   You have extended 
that love to my sister Carole, and her children too.  All of that 
has helped us get through a very difficult year, when we had 
no idea what was going on with Carole health wise.  After 8 
months, when we finally got the diagnosis of ALS, it was 
devastating, but at least we knew what was going on.  The 
support you gave us, plus the strength from God, helped us to  
walk the journey with Carole.  Thank you, thank you.  You truly 

are a family to me. ~ Ginny Feurer 

KINDRED SPIRITS CAFÉ  

Please mark your calendars and join us on Tuesdays this 
summer with your sack lunch.  Come to Jordan Hall between 
11:30 and 1:00 pm and we will provide a delicious dessert as 
well as beverages.    If you need more information or have 
questions, please talk to Liz Swanson. 

 7/2 – NO KSC – HAPPY INDEPENDENCE DAY 

7/9 – Celebrating July Birthdays 

7/16 – Conversation and Catch-up 

7/23 – Book Reviews (Share a recommendation on a 
good summer read.) 

7/30 – BINGO  

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Kathy Austin from Second Sense with her guide dog Rowan 

KNITTING KNIGHTS  
Thank you to those who participated in Worldwide Knit in 
Public Day on Saturday 6/8.  Crafting is fun especially when we 
do it with friends!  We are looking ahead and making 
pumpkins for the fall, red hats 
and scarves to be donated as 
well as preparing for our sale at 
the Spirit of Christmas on 
Wednesday, 11/20.  Our 
summer schedule is shortened 
this year but if you would like to 
work on a project at home, 
please talk with Liz Swanson.   

 

 



SUMMER 

NEWS 
MARK YOUR CALENDAR!!! 
Stephen and Emily Cady are coming to Park Ridge! 

On Thursday, August 15th we will welcome them at an Open 
House in the Great Hall from 5-7:30 pm.  Evite invitations will 
be going out very soon and RSVP's are requested.  Light 
refreshments will be served.  

Rev. Dr. Stephen Cady will also be our guest speaker at the 10 
am service on Sunday, August 18th. 

CIRCLE 10 NEWS 
Save the Date 

On Wednesday, November 20th, Circle 10 will host the ever-

popular Spirit of Christmas event at the Park Ridge Country 

Club. 

Women of all ages are invited to enjoy a delicious dinner and 
an evening of fun and friendship! There will also be time to 
kick off your holiday shopping with a variety of vendors. We 
hope you can attend. Additional details will be coming in the 
next few months.    
 

SUMMER CHURCH OFFICE 
HOURS 
Beginning June 3rd through Labor Day, the Church Office will 
switch to summer office hours, Tuesday – Friday 9:00 am to 
4:00 pm. The week of Fourth of July the Church Office will be 
open July 1st – 3rd, we will be closed the 4th and 5th in 
observance of the holiday. 
 
Pastor Carol will be available Mondays for conversations by 

appointment.  

Pastor Carol and family will be on vacation from July 7 - 

July 20.  Then Pastor Carol will leave for the youth mission 

trip on Sunday, July 21 after worship until July 27.  If you 

have a pastoral emergency during any of this time, please 

contact the church office, and care will be arranged 

through Liz Swanson.  

JUNIOR CHOIR CAMP 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

What:  
A              A “Choir Camp” for our kids. For 3 hours a day 

they would learn about singing (both in choir and 
solo), reading music, performance techniques, 
show choir movements, handbells, stage 
presence and acting skills. The days would consist 
of warm-ups, sectionals, music and acting 
direction, skill/team building games and full 
group rehearsals. Each day includes a break half 
way through with a snack for each child. At the 
end of the session there would be a free concert 
for families and friends to attend and see the 
results of our hard work.  

When:  
August 19-23, 2019, 1-4:00 pm daily (except * 
below).   

              August 23 – the session would be from 2:30-5:30, 
time to change and have food, and then the 
concert is at 6 p.m. This change is to make sure 
everyone’s families can attend the concert after 
work.  

Who:  
Boy        Boys and girls, from (entering) 2nd grade through 

those entering 6tth grade in the fall. Friends from 
other schools and other churches are most 
welcome! 

Cost:  
$10        $100 per child (sibling discount and scholarships 

available, if needed)  
Cas         Cash or checks made out to PRCC. Please put 

Junior Choir Camp in the memo and give to 
Sasha.  

Wh         What’s included in the cost?: Five days of 
fabulous music instruction, a PRCC Choir camp t-
shirt, daily snacks, dinner on the concert day, a 
music folder, all sheet music and materials 
needed.  

Where:  
Par         PRCC 100 S. Courtland Ave., Park Ridge, IL 60068.  

 



SUMMER 

NEWS 
MEMORIAL GIFTS UPDATE 
The Memorial Gifts Committee is pleased to report that two 
major projects have recently been completed.  
 
First, using donations in memory of a variety of individuals 
have been used to modernize PRCC’s communication system. 
A new AV cart will provide up-to-date connections for video 
projection, and include a blue tooth audio system for Jordan 
Hall, details regarding availability to follow! Please talk to John 
Born if you have reason to need it and be sure to thank him 
for assembling the cart, as well as donating his time and some 
equipment. Thanks also to Mark Holihan for assisting.    
 
Second, using a generous gift from the estate of Carolyn 
Merrifield, the Park Place/Butler Place entrance door has been 
reconfigured to allow both better security and handicap 
access. The security improvements include a camera as well as 
the ability to provide access codes to groups using the church 
that will only open the door at specific times. Ultimately, 
church members needing access to the building will be given a 
code instead of a key; keys will continue to work. The door will 
now open at the push of a button to allow easy access to 
those with physical limitations. Thank you to the Trustees, 
especially Bill Williams and Alan Knoblauch, for getting these 
improvements done.  
 
Remaining handicap access issues include reconfiguring access 
to provide a ramp from the parking lot to the door. As it 
currently stands, those in wheelchairs or otherwise physically 
challenged must either be dropped off at the door or use a 
parking lot entrance drive. The committee will be considering 
solutions to this problem, so ideas are welcome. 
 
Other ideas for projects appropriate to the use of the 
Memorial Gifts fund are also welcome. 
 
Finally, a bit of information that I learned from the Financial 
Advisors who spoke to the congregation earlier this month. 
Did you know that if you send funds to a charity (a.k.a. PRCC) 
directly from a retirement account as part of your required 
minimum distribution, you do not include that amount in your 
taxable income for the year? Talk to your financial advisor 
about the form you need to fill out to make that happen. 
 
A PDF summarizing the presentation made at the final finance 
session can be accessed HERE.  

 

TREASURER’S CORNER 
I hope everyone is enjoying the summer and will be taking 

time to be outside, being with family and friends, and possibly 

doing some traveling.  Please remember our church while 

enjoying summer.  We are always here for you.  With this, the 

church, like all of us, has ongoing expenses.  While some of us 

may be out of town, please continue to pay your pledge 

during the summer months.  This is especially important, 

because the receipt of money is typically less during summer 

months.  

 For the first five months of 2019, overall income was 
$218,000 and expenses were $241,000, which resulted in a 
$23,000 deficit for the year. These compare negatively to a 
budgeted YTD income of $253K, expenses of $246K, and a 
surplus of $7K.  For the first four months of the year, we had a 
small surplus and better than we had anticipated, but May 
income was a lot lower than we had anticipated.  Year to date 
expenses, however, were $5,000 better than we had 
anticipated. 
  
At this point, I am not overly concerned that income is below 
what we anticipated, but it is always helpful to have income 
received consistently throughout the year.  One way to do 
this, is to make donations on an automated basis from your 
bank account on a weekly, monthly, or quarterly basis.  This 
will ensure that the church receives funds on a consistent 
basis throughout the year.  The office has the form needed to 
set this up.  Another way is to simply send a check directly to 
the office. 
  
Let us continue to serve God with our gifts and talents. 
  
Yours in Christ, 
Eric Johnson, Treasurer 

 

NEW DÉCOR!  
A huge thank you is extended to Terry Douglass and her family 

for the donation of a lovely couch for the Park Place 

Room.  Thank you for your kind generosity.   PRCC greatly 

appreciates the new furniture. 

Arts and Decor, 
Robin Kopecky and Kathy Davis 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

file:///C:/Users/PRCCoffice/Downloads/Key%20Components%20of%20a%20Wealth%20Transfer%20Plan.pdf


BOARD NEWS 
 
BOARD TRANSITION   
The Board of Directors celebrate that on June 16, there was a 
liturgical blessing of the outgoing leaders and Commissioning 
of the new leaders coming in. What a beautiful way of 
celebrating the efforts of those who are stepping down and 
the gifts of those who are stepping up.  At our June Board 
Meeting, we also held a celebration and transition meeting 
where information was passed along, traditions were shared, 
and new possibilities acknowledged. Our new leadership 
begins their term officially after that June board meeting, so 
keep all of our leaders in your prayers! 
FINANCE UPDATE 
Uh oh!! Our Finance Team shared a dip in pledged giving in 
May, which increased our deficit for the year significantly; 
however, in June giving took an upswing, so things are not 
quite as dire as they were. A suggestion was made that we 
encourage our congregation members to move to automatic 
giving, which would allow for the offerings to come in evenly 
throughout the year, regardless of vacations and time away 
from church.  So, just a reminder that every gift matters, and 
your giving really makes a difference in what we are able to do 
as a church. 

VBS AND CHILDREN’S MINISTRY  
Our Board Meeting was held DURING VBS week, and so we 
were particularly celebrating the leadership in our children’s 
ministry area, including our Staff: Shelley O’Brien, Teri Biedke, 
and Angie and Andrew Weber, as well as our wonderful 
volunteers! Community Church Café was a gift to our children 
as they experience how Food, Fun, and Faith Combine! 

ASSOCIATE MINISTER SEARCH COMMITTEE 
Our Associate Minister Search Team celebrates that they had 
completed skype interviews with a number of candidates and 
have narrowed the search to three candidates with whom 
they will conduct face-to-face interviews.  These interviews 
are scheduled for the last week in June, and the team is 
hopeful that they might have a candidate to present to the 
congregation by the end of July!  That being said, the team is 
focused on finding the right person, and will not rush the 
process just to have any person.  The Committee has been 
very intentional to center the voices and perspectives of the 
four youth who serve on this team: Kendall Battaglia, Connor 
and Aiden Collins, and Molly O’Brien. The youth conducted the 
skype interviews, being the only faces seen and voices heard 
by the candidates, as the adult members of the committee 
watched from the sidelines.  As conversations continue, the 
youth are leading the way, clarifying what they want and need 
from a minister who will build upon and grow our youth 
ministry. 

STAFF PARISH RELATIONS COMMITTEE 
After much conversation about the formation of a new 
personnel committee for PRCC called the Staff Parish Relations 
Committee or “Spark” Committee, a more detailed proposal 
was distributed to the Board for reading and 
consideration.  The Board will vote on the formation of this 
new committee at the August meeting, but everyone is taking 
time over the summer to be sure the framework set forth 
matches hopes and expectations.  This committee comes out 
of an articulated need by both staff and leaders of the 
congregation. 

HANDICAP ACCESSIBLE DOOR 
Thanks to the generous donation from the Carolyn Merrifield 
trust, we have been able to install a handicap accessible door 
in the Park Place Room. Buttons allow users to open the door 
from within and outside of to make access into the building 
easier.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



MEMBERSHIP 

NEWS 
THANK YOU  
Thank you to all our members for your support over these last 

few years when we've been co-chairs of the Membership 

Committee.  

It's truly been a joy to meet, greet and welcome visitors, new 
members, non-members and long time members at PRCC and 
help find ways to make our church home a welcoming and 
enriching place for all.  
We give thanks to the dynamic mother-daughter duo of Sue 
Douglass and Sara Born as they move into the co-chair 
positions on the Membership Committee and we look forward 
to the new ideas and energy they will bring! 
 
Peace,  
Tricia Williams and Paula Mack 
 

NAME TAGS 
If you're attending the 8:30 am garden service in the summer, 
please feel free to grab your name tag and take it home with 
you so you have it to wear outdoors on Sundays.  
 

COFFEE HOUR  
Now that the garden service has begun our coffee hour 
fellowship will be on hiatus. There will always be coffee 
downstairs in Jordan Hall but there will not be coffee hour 
hosts providing treats each week. If you're attending the 10 
am service and staying for coffee hour, please feel free to 
bring something to share. 
 

MEMBERSHIP DIRECTORY 
ONLINE 
You can access the online membership directory by going to 
https://members.instantchurchdirectory.com/. Check in with 
Jaclyn if you are unsure which email address to use or would 
like some help logging on.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

There are many people who volunteer their time to our 
church and we are so grateful for each and every one of them. 
Our Volunteer Spotlight is a way of saying thank you to them 
and also letting members and newcomers know what our 
"generous stewards of God's gifts" are doing here at PRCC.  
"Each of you should use whatever gift you have received to 
serve others, as faithful stewards of God's grace in its various 
forms." Peter 4:10 
 
Kathy and Chris Chandler are recognized this month in the 
Volunteer Spotlight.  
Kathy and Chris have jumped in with both feet since becoming 

members a few short years ago! Here's a glimpse of all they've 

been doing since they started worshipping with us at PRCC. 

They have both been integral members of the visioning and 

structuring planning process over the last two years and have 

led the Board of Directors and our congregation in retreats 

and workshops to help us see where we want to be as a 

congregation now and into the future.   

Chris has served as a Sunday School teacher for our middle 

and high school youth and has been a chaperone on one high 

school youth mission trip. In addition, Chris is a member of the 

Associate Minister Search Committee which has been meeting 

and discerning who might be called to assist Pastor Carol in 

leading our church and youth in the near future.  

Kathy has been a frequent volunteer for the Lincoln Park 

Shelter meal ministry serving a meal to those in need. She 

helped to plan and lead the Women's Circle Reboot meeting 

which led to the creation of a new Women's Circle. She was 

also a VBS leader this summer! 

Kathy and Chris are beautiful examples to their boys, Max and 

Drew, of putting their faith into action. Max has volunteered 

at Lincoln Park Shelter too and they both have participated in 

the Prayer Buddies 

and many of the 

intergenerational 

outreach events 

we've held.  

Thank you to the 

Chandlers for all 

they do at PRCC! 

   

https://members.instantchurchdirectory.com/


OUTREACH 
NEWS 

 

MAINE TOWNSHIP FOOD 
PANTRY 
Food Pantry donations are always needed, especially in the 
summer months when donations start to dwindle. With our 
June Food & Faith Sermon focus, we invite you to share your 
food richness with those experiencing food insecurity. Be 
inspired to share your bounty in June and through the 
summer by dropping off non-perishable items in the cart in 
the Park Place Room!  

 
 
 

MARYVILLE BACKPACK 

COLLECTION 
BACKPACKS ARE URGENTLY NEEDED FOR MARYVILLE’S 

UNACCOMPANIED CHILDREN’S SHELTER 

The Christian Outreach Committee is collecting new, good 

quality student backpacks for Maryville Academy’s 

Unaccompanied Children’s Shelter. The shelter provides 

temporary housing and other child welfare services for 

refugee children ages 12 to 17. 

As you are purchasing your back to school needs, please 

consider buying a good quality backpack for Maryville.  Bring 

your donation to the office or place them in the designated 

container in the Park Place Room. The collection will continue 

through August 23rd.    

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

LINCOLN PARK 
COMMUNITY SHELTER 
Lincoln Park Community Shelter is changing its name to Lincoln 
Park Community Services!  PRCC has been blessed to partner 
with LPCS for over 18 years.  We have provided once a month 
dinner for their clients.  The shelter has expanded this spring 
to include a brand-new facility at      1521 Sedgwick Ave.  They 
will be able to provide more services to more clients using 
booth their new location and their "old" one. Hence, their new 
name more closely aligns with their mission to serve the 
homeless in new and varied ways.  We are excited for this new 
chapter in the life of the shelter to begin. 
 
Because our next serving date is a holiday (4th of July), we will 
be providing a pizza party for the shelter.  No help will be need 
for that date.  
 
Looking ahead, we will be serving again on August 1st.  That 
would be an excellent opportunity for families to consider 
serving together.  Lincoln Park has no age restrictions, so 
younger children (5 and up) are welcome.  Be sure to let Luan 
know if you are interested in volunteering. 
 

OUTREACH MEETING 
July 23rd at 7:00 pm 
If you are interested in getting involved with PRCC Outreach, 
join us for a brainstorming/informational gathering on July 
23rd in the Parlor. All are Welcome!  



YOUTH NEWS 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Re-Scheduled 



SUNDAY 
SCHOOL 

  NEWS 
SUMMER SUNDAY SCHOOL  
Join us for Summer Sunday School (all kids preK-3rd grade, plus 
older children and youth helping), with crafts, short lessons, 
and activities during 10 am worship through Aug. 25. Adult 
volunteers are needed: 
sundayschool@parkridgecommunitychurch.org to sign up for 
a week or two. Adult leaders especially needed July 21 & 28, 
when Shelley & Teri will be on the youth mission trip! 
 
Nursery care is available each Sunday 8:30-11:15 am for 
infants through 5 years of age on the lower level, next to 
Jordan Hall. 

2019-20 SUNDAY SCHOOL 
Would you like to help with 2019-20 Sunday school classes? We 
can always use loving adult and youth teachers and 
assistants—no experience needed! Lesson plans and supplies 
are provided. Please prayerfully consider this opportunity to 
help guide the children of PRCC on their spiritual paths.  
We will meet in late August or early September for team-
building, teacher preparation, and child-protection training for 
anyone interested in working with our children and youth. 
Contact Teri or Shelley, 
sundayschool@parkridgecommunitychurch.org with questions 
or to sign up. 
 

 

VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL 
Community Church Café VBS took place June 17 - 20! We 
enjoyed VBS here at PRCC, learning about food and the Bible 
through story time, games, crafts, science, snack and music, 
culminating in a family gathering with music and a special 
treat. 
 
We loved working with the 24 preK - finishing 3rd grade 
students! Thank you to the 12 generous volunteer group 
leaders, station leaders and music leaders, and the 8 older 
children who acted as assistant group leaders and station 
helpers! 
 
 
 
 
 

  
 

 
 
 
 
 

 

 

mailto:sundayschool@parkridgecommunitychurch.org
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Contact Us: 
847-823-3164 
office@parkridgecommunitychurch.org 
parkridgecommunitychurch.org  

Our Staff:   

Rev. Carol Hill, Senior Minister   
Teri Biedke, Director of Children’s Ministries 
Sue Douglass, Interim Organist  
Sasha Gerritson, Director of Music Ministries   
Kate Joyce, Youth Group Co-Facilitator  
Darcy LeDuc, Youth Group Co-Facilitator         
Shelly O’Brien, Director of Children’s Ministries  
Liz Swanson, Director of Pastoral Services  
Jaclyn Weir, Parish Coordinator 
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