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Knowing Who (and Whose) We Are 
By Rev. Carol Hill, Senior Minister 

Who are the people of Park Ridge Community Church? What do we stand for? What are we about? What kind of a 
faith do we practice?  At first, our answers might be pretty standard: We are in the Congregational tradition of 
Protestant Christian churches.  We are congregationally led.  We believe in Jesus. We have a diversity of faith and 
unity in Christ.  We have been around for over 175 years.  We learn, grow, serve, and play together. We love 
music!  What makes Park Ridge Community Church...well, us? I am genuinely interested in how YOU would answer 
that question - send me your responses!  

Our statement of purpose informs who we are.  Our bylaws inform how we operate.  Our Board of Directors chooses 
our direction and policies, vision and values.  

At our Annual Meeting - every single person 
 in the congregation is invited to take part. 

This congregation receives reports once a year from our various ministry leaders about what we have done in the 
past year and what our hopes are for the year to come.  At the Annual Meeting, we hear the state of the church 
address from the Chair of the Congregation. We hear from the Finance Committee how our finances are going and 
we hear from the Trustees the state of our physical assets.  Perhaps we assume that we already know what will be 
said. It was a good year.  But, does that apply to 2020?  

In some ways, this past year has given us a gift of recalibration.  Every ministry area has been forced to consider 
their purpose and their role.  We have reconsidered how we reach out to our members and our community, 
especially if we can’t just wave and say hello on Sunday morning.  It has been a difficult year and an important year, 
and in the midst of challenges...God has shown up, bearing the scars and wounds of the world, and invites us to 
remember who we are, who God has called us to be!  

We are an active community of faith that believes we are ALL ministers! We have Stephen Ministers who have 
learned how to offer virtual care to their care receivers.  We have a youth team that has done virtual and in person 
activities, constantly striving to find new ways of reaching our teenagers.  We have an outreach team who has even 
dreamed up a Baby Shower to meet the greatest needs they have found, as well as offering multiple drop points for 
food supplies and donations for the pantry. Our Trustees took advantage of a vacant building to monitor and repair 
the structure and even replace all the windows in the sanctuary!  

This is a year when SO MANY individuals have gone the second mile! Our children have shown up outside Seniors’ 
windows with signs and smiles. We had drive through ashes on Ash Wednesday, and your staff team has worked 
tirelessly, putting together virtual worship services.  

At the Annual Meeting, I hope we truly rejoice in all that God has done, through us, with us, among us, and in spite 
of us.  God’s life-giving presence has been in-spiring (literally, breathing into) the faith community of Park Ridge 
Community Church, and we have been reminded of the words from We are the Church Together!...the chorus says: 
I am the church! You are the church! We are the church together! All who follow Jesus, all around the world! Yes, 
we’re the church together! The church is not a building, the church is not a steeple, the church is not a resting 
place...the church is A PEOPLE!!!   

Who are we? We are the church of God! Whose are we? We are children of the most high God! We are followers of 
Jesus! And WE are the church together!  



WORSHIP 
ONLINE & IN-PERSON 
www.parkridgecommunitychurch.org 

MAY 2 Christ is Risen…and so we rise with Purpose! 
John 21:15-19; Ephesians 6:10-18 
Holy Communion & Annual Meeting 

May 9 - Christ is Risen...and so we rise in Love! 
Mother’s Day 
John 13: 31-35; Ephesians 4:22-5:2 

May 16 - Christ is Risen...and so we rise as Witnesses! 
Graduation Sunday 
Luke 24:44-53; Ephesians 1:15-23 

May 23 - Breath of God: Fruits of the Spirit 
Pentecost/Confirmation Sunday 
Acts 2:1-21; Galatians 5:22-26 

May 30 - Breath of God: The Fruit of Goodness 
Memorial Day Weekend 
Galatians 5:22-26 

WAYS TO WORSHIP 
During the month of May, we will hold worship OUTDOORS 
under the tent (and spread beyond) at 10 am each week.  
Please wear your mask and practice social distance.  Bring 
your lawn chairs, and there will be a limited supply of chairs 
set up for those who need them.  Mid-May, we will send a 
congregational survey to hear your worship preferences for 
the summer.  We will have at least one outdoor service 
throughout the summer, but we may shift one service 
indoors, if there is enough support for that. 

COMMUNION 
On Sunday, May 2, we will 
receive communion. If you 
are watching from home, 
please take some time 
before worship to gather 
some bread and juice or 
wine. If you would prefer a 
pre-packaged wafer and 
juice, we will deliver it to you, upon request! If you are joining 
us in person, we will have individually wrapped elements for 
you.  We trust in the power of God’s Holy Spirit to bless the 
ordinary elements and turn them into the extraordinary 
means of God’s grace. 

ANNUAL MEETING 
Park Ridge Community Church will celebrate our Annual 
Meeting on Sunday, May 2 immediately following the 10 am 
service.  Limited printed copies of the Annual Report will be 
available, and it will be accessible on the website.  While the 
meeting will be held outdoors, in person (weather permitting), 
there will be an option to participate virtually via Zoom.  All 
voting will be held live (in person or on zoom). 
https://zoom.us/j/94853119736?pwd=cGFLdEw4dDdwemZTV
0NLUXVvRFE1UT09 
Meeting ID: 948 5311 9736.  Passcode: 736970 
One tap mobile. +13126266799,,94853119736# 

OFFICE HOURS: 
Our Church Building is currently CLOSED to limit the spread of 
Covid 19. We are striving to keep our congregation members 
and staff healthy. If you need to come into the church 
building, please contact Jaclyn at 
office@parkridgecommunitychurch.org and she will 
coordinate someone to meet you. Jaclyn is also maintaining a 
log of persons who are in and out of the building just in case 
we need to alert individuals of a covid-positive presence. 

WAYS TO GIVE:
Your giving to Park Ridge Community Church remains vitally 
important to keeping our building operating, our staff paid, 
and our ministries active! Thank you for your ongoing support. 
Just a reminder of the ways you can submit your financial 
contributions: 

- Drop off or mail a check to: 100 Courtland Ave. Park
Ridge, IL 60068

- Sign up for automatic withdrawal from your bank
account.

- Give through the Zelle app or Quickpay. Enter the
email address:
giving@parkridgecommunitychurch.org

- Give electronically through PayPal on our website
(FYI: the church incurs a fee with each PayPal
transaction) 

SUNDAY COFFEE ZOOMS 
Sunday morning Coffee Zooms at 11:30 am. Gather with 
your ministers and fellow congregants as we share joys and 
concerns, laugh together and quickly touch base. These 30 
minutes are precious as we connect. This will be the last 
month with coffee hour zooms. 
https://zoom.us/j/95163782426?pwd=c2kvM2xGR3pRMW
s3MzNWU1lzUGNNUT09 
Meeting ID: 951 6378 2426   Passcode: 919348 
One tap mobile +13126266799,,95163782426 
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OUR PRAYER 
MINISTRY  
Prayer is an act of worship and an act of trust that God 
hears us.  In this Eastertide season, we know Christ is 
Risen… and so we rise as a community in worship, in 
fellowship and in prayer.  We raise up all that is on our 
hearts - celebrations and challenges - sharing God's 
redemptive love through our prayers. 

Continue to include in your prayers all those on our prayer 
ministry list: Heather Cannon, Erika Cornelisen, Kylie Figgins, 
Jon Forsythe, Edith E. Hurlburt, Tom Kapolnek, Candace 
Kidston, Walter and Christina Kotecki, Geri LeDuc, Lurana 
Nelson, Leo Netko, Dean Muenzer, Reggie Pantazi, Susan Ruth, 
Ann Stutts, Kathleen Weller, Joyce Wright, Kate Zoellner. 
We also keep in our prayers the following April requests: 

Life in the Resurrection 
- Sandy asks us to pray for the family and friends of Mark
DuBrock who entered life in the Resurrection recently.
- Mary Jo Lamping asks us to pray for the friends and family of
Suzie Leonard who passed away recently.
- Our prayers surround the Zitoli family as they grieve the loss
of Lois’ nephew Tim.

Healing and Recovery 
- Please continue to pray for Bernice Zabawski as she faces a
number of medical challenges and for her daughter Elaine as
Elaine transport and encourages Bernice through different
doctor appointments.
-Katie Reboletti asks us to continue to hold her sister Rosie in
our prayers as Rosie faces ongoing health challenges.
- Ed Numrych is healing after falling and breaking his
collarbone. 
-Marty McHugh will have hip surgery on May 16th.
- Jim Muenzer had bunion surgery on 4/23.
- We hold Elaine Zabawski’s friend Renae in a difficult nursing
home situation.
- We continue to pray for Katie Reboletti's sister Rosie.
- Please hold in your prayers Maureen Lenke and Jane Moody,
both of whom are home from hospital stays, and we hold
them in prayer as they regain strength and recover from their
own medical challenges and physical limitations.
- Please pray for Jane Scheuer's sister Marilyn who is suffering
from many health concerns, was able to come home from her
nursing facility but unfortunately the challenges are making it
very difficult and the family is considering taking her back to
the facility. Such big decisions and in the middle of caring for
her. Please pray for discernment and patience for all.
- Please hold in your prayers those suffering with issues of
addiction, those working to continue in their recovery and all

those who are supporting and treating individuals with active 
addiction challenges. 
- Jenny Sanderson asked us to pray with her for her friend
Kevin who recently underwent a heart & liver transplant which
is going well but he is back in the hospital fighting an infection.
- Sandy Bowen requests prayers for her daughter in laws'
sister Tammy who completed a rigorous chemo treatment and
now learns the cancer has spread to her hip.
- Owen Hayes asks for prayers as he saw his doctor 4/16
regarding a possible torn ACL. 
-Colleen Moriarty asks us to pray for Kathleen and her
husband, both battling stage 4 cancer, as well as their son 
Brody. 
- Please continue to hold in your prayers 11-year-old Henry,
who remains at Lurie’s Children’s hospital. His family is
learning ways to provide the extensive care he requires and
hopes to bring him home soon.
- Please hold a friend of our congregation, Ruth in your
prayers. Ruth received a hip replacement this past Wednesday
and went home on Thursday. We pray for Ruth’s healing and
therapy as she begins to resume normal life.

Joys 
- Grace Curtis is very thankful for the prayers and support.
- Pastor Carol and the Board celebrated the Board Retreat
held last month, during which we listened, learned and
dreamed together about PRCC's ministry!
- We pray for our leaders as we all prepare for our Annual
Meeting and celebrate how God continues to lead us.
- We are celebrating with Tom Biedke as he has been offered
and has accepted a new job beginning on Monday. This has
been a long journey and we have been holding Tom in our
prayers, so it is great to celebrate together.

THANK YOU FROM PASTOR 
MOLLIE:
Thank you to the Trustees for the newly installed air 
conditioning unit in my office!  I look forward to 
returning to the beautiful space!  Also, thank you for all 
the continued care you provide to the Carriage House!  I 
am grateful to live in such a beautiful home that you 
have cared deeply for over the years. 



CONNECTIONS AND CARE 
PRCC is a connected and caring faith community.  This 
temporary time of social distancing and sheltering in place 
results in a lot of physical isolation.  We want to stay 
connected with you!  Please let us know how you are and 
what your prayer needs might be.  If you would like a 
phone call or need something we can help with, please call 
or email the church office.  If you are willing to make some 
calls and share your cheerful voice with someone, please 
let Liz Swanson know.  We miss being together and look 
forward to the time we can all be back together to serve 
others and worship God.  In the meantime, know you are 
loved, valued and we are connected in Spirit! 

WEEKLY NOONTIME 
HANGOUTS
The weekly Hangouts are now on Wednesdays at noon on 
ZOOM and we will continue to discuss the upcoming 
Sunday worship scriptures. Anyone and all are welcome to 
join in! Pastor Mollie guides our time together. Participants 
can eat lunch and engage as you like! 
https://zoom.us/j/91239346091?pwd=R3ZWSWdHWG85
a1Q5b1AzbXJ6OXpjZz09 
Meeting ID: 912 3934 6091 Passcode: 62285 

DIY BIBLE STUDY 
This is a year of trying new things! We have tried a new 
way of Bible Studying together while apart called Do-It-
Yourself Bible Study. You can download, print, and view the 
Study Guide through the PRCC Website and watch short 
videos on our YouTube channel. Participants can engage in 
this Bible Study, which ties directly into the sermon series 
as individuals or with a self-selected group of study 
companions!  Find videos for the Do-It-Yourself Bible Study 
at www.parkridgecommunitychurch.org/diybiblestudy!  

BIBLE STUDY
Wednesday Evening Disciple Bible Study at 7:30 pm 
Wenesday night Disciple I Bible Study meets each week 
on Zoom from 7:30 – 9 pm. Disciple I is a study through 
the scriptures covering Genesis through Revelation. All 
are welcome to participate! Each week builds on other 
week’s, but each week can also stand alone. Attend at 
much or as little as your schedule permits! 
Join Zoom Meeting 
https://zoom.us/j/92824720898?pwd=ZlpVUzR1Uy9wYkhTT3B
vYmRXTFF3dz09  
Meeting ID: 928 2472 0898 Passcode: 789593 

If you or a loved one has a birthday that we have missed, 
please contact the church office so we can include you in our 
Sunday joys! 

MAY BIRTHDAYS: 
We celebrate and pray God’s blessing upon these 
birthdays… 

5/2 Carol Longman; Marty McHugh 

5/3 Kate Joyce 

5/4 Jack Etchason 

5/5 Mark Holihan 

5/6 Reese McGuffey 

5/8 David Black; Jessica Self 

5/10 Bill Williams 

5/12 Judy Artrip 

5/15 Layla Chacko 

5/17 Edde Young 

5/20 Katie Reboletti 

5/21 Miranda Thomas 

5/22 Jon Donbro 

5/23 Dorothy DuSold 

5/25 Arlyn Reter; Michelle Priefer 

5/26 Zaiden Gilliam 

5/30 Ann Swindell 
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TO PRCC WITH LOVE… 
After lockdown, I began a new schedule of coming into the office on Fridays 
only. It is a very strange and odd feeling to be in the church alone most days. 
The halls are quiet, I normally leave most of the lights off and quickly slip out 
once I’ve completed my tasks. It’s a stark contrast from pre-Covid times when 
there would sometimes be a line out of the office door. 

The Church Office is the hub of the building, it is the first stop for guests and 
the common area for staff and members. It’s the place you go for questions, 
the place you meet others, or the place you go just to have a seat and a quick 
chat. To be honest, a good chunk of my day was filled with fellowship with 
those that made their way into that shared space. I am a people person, so 
hearing others’ stories and getting updates on their day to day is what I thrive on. 

I am currently halfway vaccinated and will be fully by the end of April. I have a plan to return to three days a 
week in July and am looking forward to resuming a full-time schedule in September. I am so excited to get back 
to seeing the faces of those that walk through our building. Hearing the hallways filled with laughter and 
prayers. Listening to the music of joy coming from the Choir Room. Witnessing the love and dedication of all of 
our volunteers putting their time into those in need.  

This is what I truly miss most, being in the middle of it all, seeing God’s work in action. Watching the Outreach 
collections rise, smelling dinner for Lincoln Park cooking. Watching our Ministers in their element excitedly 
sharing God’s love and message. Hearing the voices of gratitude at the Medical Lending Closet, sharing a 
morning wave with the Breakfast Gentlemen and Bible Study Ladies. I even miss my battles with our beloved 
printer in the midst of a big upcoming event, she’s been very gracious thru all of this.  

I have learned so much in that room about the people of our church, the history of the building, and how we 
have become who we are as a church family. I have worked under an interim minister and have seen both a 
Senior Minister and an Associate Minister be voted in. I have shared in the joys of moving forward and learned 
that you can heal from the past. I have watched my daughter go from a three-month-old bundle to a 3-year-old 
exploding with excitement. It’s a space filled with happy memories of laughter within the church family and 
bittersweet memories of saying goodbye to familiar faces while planning celebrations of their lives.  

As an outsider, and someone who has a front row seat to the life of this church, I can tell you in all honesty we 
have something special here. I know a lot of you know that but I think it’s nice to remind you. The dedication 
and love in this building can be felt from door to door and floor to ceiling. Another reason I am so excited to 
come back, I know the hallways will once again be filled with so much joy and love. Children will be running 
through the halls; bingo numbers will be called again and songs of praise will be sung. And I will be there, 
behind my window, counting my blessings to be sitting in the middle of it all.  

With Love, 
Jaclyn 



STEPHEN MINISTRY MESSAGE 

As we come to a place that we pray will 
finally mean leaving the pandemic behind 
us, Stephen Ministry has a few questions 
and a few answers. 

We know its almost impossible to 
move on without acknowledging and 
sharing our challenging feelings. A 
Stephen Minister can help with that.  

A Stephen Minister is prepared to help you 
sort through your alternatives and be 
with you as you adapt to a new normal. 

Contact Pastor Carol or Liz Swanson 
at 847-823-3164 

or Ginny Feurer at 847-840-7082.  

How do you feel about the 
pain and loss you 
experienced during this long 
year? 
 

What have you learned 
during these difficult 
months? 
What will you carry forward 
into the new "normal?"  
What do you wish you could 
leave behind? 

Are you having trouble 
envisioning the future? 
Are there difficult 
decisions you must make? 
Are there uncomfortable 
changes you need to face? 

- Anita Rifkind 



BOARD
NEWS
By Tom Goodwin and Naomi Siebert 

“I do not cease to give thanks for you as I 
remember you in my prayers.” - Ephesians 

1:16 

We are so grateful for the Board of 
Directors and the members of the 
Structure Committee who spent a second 
day together in a virtual Board Retreat on 
Saturday, April 10. We built upon the 
work that was started at the first retreat on March 13, 
clarifying the need to welcome everyone back to church, to 
help provide healing balm after a tumultuous year, and 
clarify how each committee has a role to play in re-
launching our ministries. Many articulated the need to 
“keep it simple.” Facilitated by PRCC Member Kathy 
Chandler, we named some of the fears that might keep us 
“locked up” and the dreams that we’d like to see in the 
year ahead.  Many of our fears revolved around losing 
members or that we were lacking the skills to have honest 
conversations around how we live faithfully into this 
moment.  Our dreams included everything from a church-
wide mission project to a couples retreat to new 
programming and a new depth of spiritual awakening. We 
are inspired by the ministry leaders who are already 
collaborating and making plans of doing ministry together 
in ways we haven’t tried before! 

We also celebrate and are grateful for the work of the 
Nominating Committee, which has me frequently to 
discern members of the congregation who are ready to 
step into new leadership roles.  They are recommending a 
slate of candidates to the Annual Meeting (May 2) that 
includes new and long-time members alike, and they have 
worked hard to capture the diversity represented at PRCC 
among the ranks.  Thank you for this work!! 

In April, our Board voted on the recipient(s) of this year’s 
Second Mile Award, which will be awarded at the Annual 
Meeting.  We celebrate how many nominations we 
received, each candidate being worthy of recognition, as 
we have seen so many of our amazing congregation 
members going the second mile, and the third, and the 
fourth… You are an incredible church family! 

We are excited to gather together outside under our “Big 
Tent” for the Annual meeting and for worship in the 
months to come! The church survey indicated a significant 

majority of people who would prefer to gather outdoors 
while so many still have not received the covid vaccine.  We 
are looking forward to small groups gathering once more, 
and we are hoping for the FULL OPEN to be our reality in 
September.  In the meantime, we are working hard to be 
sure we implement best practices to keep everyone safe.  

Many of our groups are figuring out ways to be both in 
person AND online, as we have discovered what a gift it is 
to have our homebound members regularly participating in 
ministries and gatherings! We don’t want to lose that once 
we are back in-person.  Your Board of Directors and Staff 
are committed to taking the lessons learned from this past 
year and putting them into practice in the years to come. 

Finally, at the Annual Meeting in May, we are looking 
forward to hosting a limited time of conversation as a 
church family.  We will pose some questions: For what are 
you grateful in this past year? What frustrated or caused 
you to pause in the past year? And, What lessons have you 
learned during the isolation of covid?  We will take time to 
listen and learn from one another.  While the Annual 
Meeting will only provide a taste of getting to talk with one 
another, we look forward to hosting additional 
opportunities throughout the year to listen and learn 
together.  We have missed being able to talk with one 
another face and face, and we didn’t want to let this 
moment pass us by without checking in.  In fact, we are 
encouraging all our ministry areas to spend extra time 
caring for one another in meetings, events, and 
gatherings! 

Our Next Board Meeting will be Tuesday, June 15 as we 
welcome new members of the Board and give thanks for 
those who are concluding their terms of service. Incoming 
and outgoing leaders will be honored in worship on June 6, 
2021. 



SOCIAL JUSTICE TEAM 
UPDATE 
Social Justice Team Update 
by Anita Rifkind and Gregory Sarlo 

The mission of the Park Ridge Community Church Social Justice Team is to serve the congregation and the larger 
community as a resource and catalyst for the work of social justice and equality, creating God’s kingdom on Earth, 
where “justice rolls down like waters, and righteousness like an ever-flowing stream.” 

Open and Affirming 
In the next phase of our congregational learning and processing what it would be to become Open and Affirming, the 
Social Justice team is sponsoring a couple of opportunities for congregational dialogue. The goal would be to hear the 
perspectives of the members of our congregation, understand what questions remain unanswered, and hear the will of 
our membership.  The May church calendar is filling up fast, and we are still working with church leadership to confirm 
the exact dates and times for these congregational forums. 

We are also creating brief Q&A videos to answer some of the most frequently asked questions we have heard.  Check 
them out at: https://youtube.com/playlist?list=PLAkijH5hvvqq0RoLqi9RhGHHMKbrsiAzt 

We give thanks to church member Krissie Geye, who is working with her dance company to choreograph portions of the 
God’s Expansive Love devotional, which was distributed in January.  Krissie will have an in-studio performance and is 
discussing ways to make this available virtually or at the church for our entire congregation to be able to enjoy. 

United Power for Action and Justice - North Cook County 
Following a recommendation from the Social Justice team and experiencing a 
presentation first-hand, the Board of Directors approved PRCC becoming a member 
of the United Power for Action and Justice North Cook County.  In doing so, we 

become a part of a larger body advocating for justice in our region, joining the efforts of other Christian and interfaith 
bodies, including our neighbor St. Mary’s Episcopal Church.  This non-partisan group advocates in Chicago and in 
Springfield to address social issues including accountability in gun violence, healthcare, and housing initiatives.  By joining 
this group, we increase our access to resources for our congregation as we seek to understand social justice issues and 
extend our reach beyond the capacity of our individual members. As projects and initiatives arise, PRCC can choose our 
level of participation based on our commitments and passion.  The Social Justice team will continue to share invitations to 
participate in educational, training, and actions to help create the beloved community in our world.  Learn more about 
United Power here: https://www.united-power.org/ 

Here is a recent article published by United Power, that advocates for banks truly helping heal the racial disparities in 
housing: https://www.chicagobusiness.com/equity/bankers-put-your-money-where-your-mouth 

We are proud of the ways the members of PRCC have individually and collectively worked on addressing the injustices in 
the world, and we provide opportunities for collaboration in the years to come.  If you have any questions or concerns or 
would like to be involved, please reach out to us: anitar@att.net and dr.gregorysarlo@gmail.com.  

https://youtube.com/playlist?list=PLAkijH5hvvqq0RoLqi9RhGHHMKbrsiAzt
https://www.united-power.org/
https://www.chicagobusiness.com/equity/bankers-put-your-money-where-your-mouth
mailto:anitar@att.net
mailto:dr.gregorysarlo@gmail.com
https://youtube.com/playlist?list=PLAkijH5hvvqq0RoLqi9RhGHHMKbrsiAzt
https://www.united-power.org/
https://www.chicagobusiness.com/equity/bankers-put-your-money-where-your-mouth


SPRING 
NEWS
KINDRED SPIRITS CAFÉ 
AND BEYOND! 
Tuesday Virtual Connections 
Kindred Spirits Café is open to anyone who has an hour 
free on Tuesdays at noon.  We have different events and 
speakers and even when we gather virtually, we enjoy 
ourselves as the picture from our Mardi Gras celebration 
shows.  Join us in May to learn about many different 
outreach opportunities. 

5/4 – Celebrating May birthdays and hearing from John 
McNabola, Center of Concern. 

5/11 – Guest Tina Restivo-Hock from Maryville to talk 
about the upcoming Baby Shower on 5/16 that will help 
to support their crisis nursery. 

5/18 – Marylynne Collentine will join us and talk about 
the Bridge Project. 

5/25 - Bingo 

https://zoom.us/j/92014175334?pwd=Njd2UXpkN0pMV0
dSYTdScWhnankxdz09 
Meeting ID: 920 1417 5334 
Passcode: 994443 
Dial in: +1 312 626 6799 US 

CREATION CARE TEAM 
We each can do small things to be better stewards of God’s 
great Earth.  
Here are some ideas to get you started.  

Food Waste: Most food waste occurs in grocery stores, 
restaurants and food service businesses but we waste food at 
home as well. Food waste makes up about 30% of what we 
throw away. Food waste in landfills doesn’t break down and 
releases methane gas which contributes to global warming. 
Some changes you might consider are:  

1. Buy less - only what you know you will eat.
2. Store food properly in your refrigerator so it stays

fresher longer. 
3. Compost food waste - either in a backyard 

composting bin or subscribe to a commercial 
composting service. 

Plastic: Reducing the use of plastic is important because 
plastic production requires a lot of energy and resources. This 
causes carbon emissions and contributes to global warming. 
Some changes you might consider are: 

1. Bring reusable bags to the grocery store when you
shop

2. Stop using plastic straws - you can purchase reusable
stainless-steel straws 

3. Cut back on plastic - look for products that are in 
non-plastic, glass or containers that can be reused, 
refilled or recycled 

Fashion: We tend to purchase more clothes than we actually 
need and keeping up with fashion trends leads to buying 
cheaper clothing so they are almost considered 
disposable.  22.6 billion pounds of textiles went into landfills in 
2018. When decomposing textiles also create methane gas 
and leach toxic chemicals and dyes into the groundwater and 
our soil. Some changes you might consider are: 

1. Buy less and keep clothes longer and invest in
sustainable brands.

2. Shop second-hand stores.
3. Donate unwanted clothes in good condition and drop

unwearable items in textile recycling boxes.

SAVE THE DATE! 
Folk Sunday will be held on Father’s Day this year, 
Sunday June 20th. Join us at 10 am outside on the lawn 
for a morning of folk and fellowship.
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SPRING 
NEWS 
MEMBERSHIP NEWS 
The Welcome and Membership Committee will be 
working over the coming months to determine who 
from our congregation is active either in-person or 
remotely and who we need to reach as we re-open. 
Please encourage your PRCC friends to return to worship 
if they have been disconnected over the past year! Invite 
someone to join you on the lawn or in the building as we 
are able to gather together! Our committee welcomes 
visitors but also supports the needs of our current 
membership. If you have any questions or feedback for 
our committee, please contact Sue Douglass or Sara 
Born (or the church office to reach us). 

MEDITATION AND YOGA 
Cindy Klimmeck is offering mediation and yoga classes on 
ZOOM. Chair Yoga – Tuesday at 10:15 am and Meditation – 
Friday at 9 am. 
https://us04web.zoom.us/j/9671602932 
Meeting ID: 967 160 2932 
New password to enter – 227332 
Yoga Nidra is now available 24/7 via a recorded link! 
https://us02web.zoom.us/rec/share/dpj5scF8taGoSxK2pTcQ9
u6mUGamhPsKzE_UsAtK83yCNqZQFVbjv3YH4pO5tdO4.xPp1c
nobOAKBVVXv Passcode: UdY.c1E5 

KNITTING KNIGHTS 
The Knitting Knights are busy making baby items.  Are 
you looking for a handcrafted gift for a new baby?  If so, 
the Knitting Knights have a great selection.  Talk with Liz 
Swanson for more information or join our Zoom call on 
Monday, May 10th at 7:00 to get to know us.  We are 
happy to share some stories with you and would love to 
have all crafters, 
those currently 
crocheting or 
knitting, those 
who used to 
craft or those 
who dream of 
making things 
with yarn. 

VOLUNTEER SPOTLIGHT
So many members and friends volunteer their time to our 
beloved church.  We are grateful for each and every one of 
them. Some people we see and hear about all the time but 
there are others behind the scenes and we don’t always know 
about all that they do. Each month in our Volunteer Spotlight 
we say thank you to an individual, couple or group for sharing 
their time and talents. This also gives us the opportunity to 
share with members and newcomers a little bit of information 
about what our "generous stewards of God's gifts" are doing 
here at PRCC.  
"Each of you should use whatever gift you have received to 
serve others, as faithful stewards of God's grace in its various 
forms."  
Peter 4:10 
This month we 
recognize 

Tricia 
Williams! 
Tricia is one half of 
one of our most beloved couples here at PRCC. When 
you begin to think about Tricia’s activity here at the 
church, its easier to count what she has not helped with! 

Tricia has been the impetus behind many efforts to 
make us more environmentally conscientious and 
responsible. Among other efforts, she worked to make 
sure youth programming didn’t get lost in the shuffle of 
the ministerial upheaval, advocated for a PRCC 
Community garden, and helped organize and lead the 
Prayer vigil and Call to Action following George Floyd's 
death. Probably the most important (and most thankless 
job) she undertook was chairing or co-chairing the 
Nominating Committee for at least 5 years.  Tricia 
chaired the Membership Committee for a few years as 
well, helping welcome new members into our church 
family. She volunteers in the Medical Lending Closet, 
supports Outreach events, actively participates in Circle 
10, and single-handedly signed up many of our 
congregation members for their covid-vaccine. Tricia's 
willingness to step up and help is unmatched. 

Tricia was also the creator of the Volunteer Spotlight! 
She chooses and writes all of the articles every month to 
recognize those that also quietly help around the 
church. 

We appreciate all the ways that Tricia serves PRCC and 
the community, you are truly a blessing!  
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SUNDAY SCHOOL
NEWS 
God, I wonder… 
I wonder when I 
look up at the 
clouds in the sky 
what you see when 
you look at me. 
I wonder how you 
came up with the ideas to make bugs and geese 
and kittens and fish. 
I wonder what it feels like to stand in a rainbow, 
with raindrops falling and sunshine shining. 
I wonder if you cry when bad things happen in 
the world. 
I wonder if you laugh when I make silly faces or 
turn cartwheels. 
I wonder if you help doctors and nurses when 
they get tired. 
I wonder if you are planting ideas in my heart 
when I dream at night. 
I wonder about you, God, and I am so glad you 
made me and that you love me, even as I 
wonder. 
Amen. 

VIRTUAL PK-5 SUNDAY 
SCHOOL
The past month has had some fun events for the 
Sunday School kids. We started Lent with a 
Zoom coffee hour where kids were able to 
connect with each other. During Holy Week, the 
kids were able to participate in a community 
wide Easter Egg hunt. The families were emailed 
a list of clues. They had to figure out what 
business it was and go to it. They were able to 
either pick up a paper easter egg or take a 
selfie at the establishment. They were then 
able to pick up bags filled with plastic eggs with 

candy and prizes on Easter weekend. We also 
had a special visit from a special bunny after our 
Easter service. We had great participation and 
made some great connections with local 
merchants. 

As school as coming to an end, I would like to 
plan an end of the year party under the tent. 
Please look for information to follow regarding 
that.  

We are looking forward to being able to be in 
person under the big tent this summer for 
Vacation Bible school. I sent out a poll to try and 
figure out the best time to hold it. If you 
haven’t received the email, please let me know 
and I will get it to you.  

Outreach: 

Please continue to check the outreach page to 
see what is needed in our community. 

https://www.parkridgecommunitychurch.org/cur 
rentdonationneeds 

We are a congregation that gives and it’s so 
important to model that and involve the kids in 
these very important outreach ministries.   

With Peace, 

Shelley O’Brien 

sundayschool@parkridgecommunitychurch.org 

If you have not received emails from the Sunday 
School and would like to be added to the list, 
please contact Shelley.  
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YOUTH 
NEWS 
ATTENTION GRADUATES!
Graduation Sunday, May 16: 10 am service 
If you are a graduate (high school, undergrad, or higher 
ed) we would LOVE to acknowledge and celebrate your 
accomplishment during the 10:00am outdoor worship 
service on the lawn!  Please send a photo of yourself, 
degree and school information, and future plans to 
Pastor Mollie by May 9. 
pastormollie@parkridgecommunitychurch.org 

CONFIRMATION SUNDAY:
May 23rd 
Nine youth will be confirmed on Sunday, May 
23rd!  These youth have gathered together for the past 
two years, some three, as they have asked questions and 
grown together and individually in their faith journey. 
Congratulations to Alena, Aria, Eddy, Eli, Katie, Kenna, 
Kiera, Logan, and Sydney! 
And a special THANK YOU to the adults who have 
mentored, walked alongside, and enriched the 
experience for these incredible youth: Paula and Bob 
Mack, Siri Nelson, Jim Pantazi, Sandy Bowen, Rick 
Benedetto, and Ann Swindell! 

YOUTH GARDEN 
 Currently, the Youth are creating and building a new 
garden on the church lawn (end of Carriage House 
driveway).  They are learning how to construct a 
structure, prepare the ground, and what to plant.  Each 
youth will plant produce and/or flowers of their choice 
and will learn how to nurture their crops throughout the 
summer 

season!  Once they are fully grown, they will then learn 
how to dress a bouquet of flowers or create a meal…all 
to be done for someone else!  Stop by throughout the 
growing season to check out their progress on this fun 
project!  May Youth Group Dates: 2, 16, 23 (3-4:30 on 
the driveway) 

SUMMER YOUTH GROUP 
Wednesdays, 6:30-8 pm 
This summer (June-August), Youth Group will meet on 
Wednesday evenings! All Youth who have completed 
6th-12th grades are invited to the Church Lawn for 
games, building projects, & treats!  Dates: 
June 2, 9, 30 
July 7, 21, 28 
August 4 

YOUTH MISSION 
EXPERIENCE 
This August, Youth will participate in a local mission 
experience!  Youth will be serving local non-profits and 
our neighbors with home projects! If your home is in 
need of a simple repair, paint, window cleaning, yard 
work, etc (or you know someone in need), please 
contact Pastor Mollie! 
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OUTREACH NEWS
Questions about any of these outreach opportunities can be directed to 
outreach@parkridgecommunitychurch.org. 

OPPORTUNITIES TO GIVE 
OUTREACH PARTNERS - Starting in April 
As schools are resuming in-person learning, our partners have some new and specific needs. We will collect the items listed below for 
our outreach partners: Jeanine Schultz Memorial School in Park Ridge, Maryville Academy’s Jen School in Des Plaines, and The Bridge 
Project. All items may be dropped off in the appropriate labeled bins in the Park Place Room. 

Clothing - New, Unopened Adult Undergarments 
Men’s underwear – Medium, Large and XLarge (boxers or briefs) 
Men’s T-shirts – Medium, Large and XLarge 
Women’s underwear – Medium, Large 

Cleaning Supplies 
Hand Sanitizer – Large 
Disinfectant Wipes 
Individual Kleenex Boxes 
Paper Towels 
Multipurpose Cleaning Spray 
Protective Gloves 

School Supplies - Middle School and High School Students 
Backpacks 
Ball Point Pens – Black, Blue, Red, Purple, Green 
Pencils, Erasers and Sharpeners 
Mechanical pencils, Colored pencils 
Highlighters and Markers 
Spiral notebooks and Composition books 
Loose leaf paper and computer paper 
Ruler - metric measurements 
Pocket folders 
Index cards, ruled and unruled 
Calculators 

CANS OF CARE 
We are still collecting food donations at the PRCC members’ homes listed below, all located in Park Ridge. Each house has a large, 
labeled Cans for Care bin in front, so you can drop non-perishable items any day and anytime at your convenience.  Food donations 
may also be dropped off in the Park Place Room. 

Monetary Gifts 
If you’re unable to shop but still wish to give, we can do the shopping for you!  You may U.S. mail a check*, drop off a check* in the 
mail slot on the Courtland side of PRCC, or give online through the PRCC website.  
* Please be sure to make a note on the MEMO LINE of your check: Community Outreach
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OPPORTUNITIES TO SERVE 



LINCOLN PARK COMMUNITY SERVICES 
Prepare various parts of a meal in your home that will serve 35 people at Lincoln Park Shelter and/or volunteer 
to deliver the meal on our assigned date. Our next assigned dates are Thursday, May 6th. 

If you can help, please use the Sign Up Genius on the PRCC website to avoid duplication of efforts/food 
selection.   

SUNDAY NIGHT SUPPERS 
We provide 85 pre-packaged meals from a restaurant or caterer, 85 individual drinks (juice or milk), and 85 pre-
packaged individual desserts and helpers to assist with distributing the to-go meals. 

PRCC assigned dates are: May 16 
3:30 - 5:00 p.m.  

We need three (3) volunteers to help with to-go meals 
● Two (2) volunteers assemble to-go meals at a table inside
● One (1) volunteer is stationed at the curb to advise the assembly team the number of  meals needed and
bring meals to guests as their cars arrive.

Volunteers must bring and wear their own mask the entire time they are on site and wear gloves 
while assembling to-go meals. Please sign up through Sign Up Genius at Sunday Suppers.  

Questions about any of these outreach opportunities can be directed to outreach@parkridgecommunitychurch.org. 
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ON THE EGG HUNT: 



100 S. Courtland Ave 
Park Ridge, IL 60068 

Contact Us: 
847-823-3164
office@parkridgecommunitychurch.org
parkridgecommunitychurch.org

Our Staff:   
Rev. Carol Hill, Senior Minister  pastorcarol@parkridgecommunitychurch.org  
Pastor Mollie Foster, Associate Minister pastormollie@parkridgecommunitychurch.org  
Sasha Gerritson, Director of Music Ministries sasha@parkridgecommunitychurch.org  
Shelley O’Brien, Director of Children’s Ministries sundayschoool@parkridgecommunitychurch.org 
Liz Swanson, Director of Pastoral Services liz@parkridgecommunitychurch.org  
Jaclyn Weir, Parish Coordinator office@parkridgecommunitychurch.org 

First-class 
Postage 
Required 

--- 
Place Stamp 

Here 

about:blank
about:blank
about:blank
about:blank
about:blank
about:blank
about:blank

