THE PARK RIDGE COMMUNITY CHURCH
NEWSLETTER
JANUARY 2021

IT ALL COMES DOWN TO LOVE
By Rev. Carol Hill, Senior Minister
When Jesus was asked which was the most important
commandment, his response was LOVE. Love the Lord
your God with all your heart, mind, and soul (the Shema
from Deuteronomy 6) and also to love your neighbor as
yourself (Matthew 22:36-40). As we begin a New Year,
one which many folks have been yearning for given the
craziness of 2020, we will start with LOVE.
The New Year is a good time to reflect on things we could
do better, and some of us will make resolutions to try and
be better spouses, show more effort to connect with
extended family, engage our faith in new ways, take
better care of ourselves, make a positive impact on the
world...the list goes on and on. One of the goals for our
Congregation as a whole, that the Board of Directors
identified at their retreat in February 2019 was to
become an Open and Affirming Congregation, joining
over 1,600 other United Church of Christ
congregations. Formally becoming “Open and Affirming”
was identified as an important step forward by every
single breakout group in that day-long retreat.
Not long after that retreat in 2019, I attended a Special
Session of the United Methodist General Conference in
St. Louis as one of the clergy delegates from this region. I
preached before and after that conference about the
pain caused by the ongoing harmful (and sinful) policies
of the United Methodist Church that excluded gay and
lesbian couples from being married by UMC clergy and
forbid gay and lesbian persons from being
ordained. Several of you came up to me at that time and
said you’d like to see our church make an official
statement of welcome and inclusion as soon as possible. I
have had a number of conversations with many of our
members about this in one-on-one conversations, and
now we are going to begin additional conversations at
the congregational level.
Here is what some of your fellow congregants have said:
“I thought we already were Open and Affirming. If we are
not, then I don’t know what would hold us back!”

“Many people who attend our New Member classes
assume we already are Open and Affirming since we are a
UCC church.”
“This is a church where everyone is welcome. In fact, I
think we have many same sex couples here.”
“I believe God loves all people, and I really need some
talking points that I could use to have conversations with
some of my friends at work who don’t see things how I
do.”
“I don’t know what all the letters stand for in LGBTQ, but
I do know that this is a church that welcomes everybody.”
“I chose to come to this church because I needed a place
to worship where my child can attend and not be
condemned because he is gay.”
You all have stories of your own about times when the
love and welcome of this congregation has made a
difference in your life. Cindy Klimmeck and Luan Zoellner
have worked to compile some of your stories, and they
will share these with you through a daily devotional that
will coincide with our worship series “The Gift of Love:
Considering Love, Sexuality, and the Bible.” Choosing to
join the Open and Affirming movement means engaging a
process and taking the time needed to hold Bible Studies,
have small group conversations, and consider how a
statement of welcome would change our church. Being
patient with one another, listening carefully, and striving
to be loving in all things are just as important as making
any official statement, which will be months and
potentially over a year away.
I look forward to seeing the ways that God’s Holy Spirit is
going to move in these next few months and this next
year. I trust that we are going to learn a lot: about one
another, about God, about our scriptures, and about the
beauty of God’s gift of sexuality! There may be moments
when you laugh. There may be moments when you’re not
completely comfortable. But I pray that together, we will
stand and say without exception that each individual is of
sacred worth, created in the divine image. If that is true,
then we end where we begin – with LOVE.
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January 3

Epiphany

And the Beat Goes On: Epiphany

Isaiah 60:1-6; Matthew 2:1-12
“Do You See What I See”
Sasha Gerritson, preacher

January 10 Greatest Commandment: LOVE
The Gift of Love: Love, Sexuality, and the Bible

Holy Communion (call if you need elements)
Matthew 22:34-40; Leviticus 19:1-18

January 17 Baptized & Claimed: BELOVED
The Gift of Love: Love, Sexuality, and the Bible
Martin Luther King, Jr. Day

Luke 3:21-22; Genesis 1:26-31

January 24 The Law and Love Fulfilled
The Gift of Love: Love, Sexuality, and the Bible
Matthew 5:17-20; Leviticus 18:22, 20:13-14

January 31 Caring for the “Other”
The Gift of Love: Love, Sexuality, and the Bible

Luke 10:35-37; Genesis 19:1-29

JANUARY DEVOTIONAL
To accompany our sermon series that helps us consider the
expansive love of God, a team has worked together to put
together some stories from our congregation and beyond of
persons who identify as LGBTQ or have loved ones who do.
Through scripture, personal testimony, and prayer, we will
journey together and learn about one another’s experiences.
Copies of the devotional will be mailed to each household
before January 10 so you can begin reading daily along with
the sermon series.

BAPTISM & COMMUNION
In January, we will celebrate both sacraments: baptism AND
communion as we consider the love of God. Both of these
practices are means of God’s grace and connect us with one
another. On Sunday, January 10, we will receive communion.
Please take some time before worship to gather some bread
and juice or wine. If you would prefer a pre-packaged wafer
and juice, we will deliver it to you, upon request! On Sunday,
January 17, we will reaffirm our baptism. Please gather a small
bowl of water prior to worship, in which you can dip your
fingers to remember your baptism. We trust in the power of
God’s Holy Spirit to bless the ordinary elements and turn them
into the extraordinary means of God’s grace.

SUNDAY COFFEE ZOOMS
We had such a good turnout during the Coffee Hour Zooms
during Advent that we are going to keep them going! After
taking a little break for the holidays, Sunday morning Coffee
Zooms will re-Zoom (haha) on Sunday, January 10 at 9:30 am.
Gather with your ministers and fellow congregants as we
share joys and concerns, laugh together and quickly touch
base. These 30 minutes are precious as we prepare our hearts
for worship.

Join Zoom Meeting
https://zoom.us/j/95163782426?pwd=c2kvM2xGR3pRM
Ws3MzNWU1lzUGNNUT09
Meeting ID: 951 6378 2426
Passcode: 919348
One tap mobile
+13126266799,,95163782426# US (Chicago)

MANY THANKS!
This past Advent and Christmas season featured special
music, strings, a virtual Christmas pageant, background
stories behind Christmas carols, Advent wreath lighting,
a beautiful Christmas altar display and more. Many
thanks to Sasha Gerritson, Chancel choir members,
Advent wreath lighters, Ann Swindell, pageant
participants…and all of you who helped make the holy
seasons of Advent and Christmas so beautiful! Seeing
your faces, hearing your voices, and singing together the
songs that articulate our faith meant so much. We are
blessed by your talents and sharing with our
congregation. Thank you!

OUR PRAYER
MINISTRY
As we begin a new year, please pray for all the new
beginnings that 2021 offers. We pray in faith for all
that's ahead and for the prayers listed below:
Continue to include in your prayers all those on our prayer ministry
list: Heather Cannon, Erika Cornelisen, Kylie Figgins, Jon Forsythe,
Troy Gilbert, Edith E. Hurlburt, Tom Kapolnek, Candace Kidston,
Walter and Christina Kotecki, Geri LeDuc, Lurana Nelson, Leo
Netko, Dean Muenzer, Reggie Pantazi, Susan Ruth, Ann Stutts,
Kathleen Weller, Joyce Wright, Bill Zoellner, Kate Zoellner.
We also keep in our prayers the following December requests:

Life in the Resurrection
- We pray for the friends and family of Ginny Feurer's cousin
Gary who entered life in the Resurrection on 12/4.
- Barb Madro ask for prayers for her brothers family as they
grieve the loss of his mother in law.
- We hold the Kapolnek family in our prayers as they grieve
the loss of his sister in law Jackie who entered life in the
resurrection 12/3.
- Pastor Mollie asked for prayers as she is grieving the loss of a
close friend who entered life in the resurrection on 12/5.

Healing and Recovery
- We celebrate positive results after Marty Sissman biopsy.
- We celebrate the success and pray for continued healing of
Tom's friend Ray after surgery at Mayo.
- We celebrate the successful surgeries on Sanderson's puppy
Frisco.
- Please pray for those struggling with addiction, suicidal
ideation, despair, and grief.
- Katie Reboletti asks us to pray for her sister Rosie with
ongoing health concerns and for Keith's brother Artie as he
also faces a number of health challenges.
- We continue to pray for Zaryn's Grandpa Gary.
- Please pray for Jan (a friend of our congregation)’s Uncle
Arnie, 91 years old, who just overcame Covid, and has his first
great grandchild on the way!
- Kim asks for prayers as she is struggling isolation and
loneliness.
- Please pray for Bill and Sue Cocagne’s family members Sue
and Happy who have been dealing with medical issues.
- Pray for Caroline Dase who had her awaited heart procedure
on 12/4. We continue to hold her and her family in our
prayers as they anxiously wait for her to get back home.
- Pray for Al Knoblauch who had shoulder surgery on 12/8.
- Please pray for Adrian Hill's friend going through a
challenging time.
- Sandy Bowen asked for prayers for her friend Marge for
whom we have been praying. Marge was just diagnosed with
covid.
- Mary Johnson's aunt Lois (94) is doing well and feeling very

positive about her decision to not treat her melanoma at this
point.
- Luan Zoellner is grateful that Bill's tube was taken out after a
month and he is feeling much more comfortable.
- Lorenzo expressed deep appreciation for the out pouring of
love & support after his mother passed away.
- Sue Douglass gave an update on Teri Douglass’ progress &
gratitude for her new kidney.
- Julie Smith asked for prayers for a family who's two year old
twins had a pool accident. Laney is recovering but Levi is still
struggling so prayers are appreciated.
-We celebrate Caroline Dase's successful heart valve
replacement on 12/4 and pray for her healing and recovery
from this extensive procedure.
-We celebrate Al K's successful shoulder surgery on 12/8 and
the care Jamie is providing.
-We celebrate that Norma and John S's granddaughter who
had covid is recovering.
-Phil Nelson was hospitalized and received a defibrillator and
for cardiac issue. He is home now and doing well.

Joys
- We celebrate the completion of our Sanctuary Window
project and the work of the Trustees and Tom Klimmeck in
getting even the stained-glass window in Ellinger completed.
- Candace McGuffey is thankful for special time she's had with
her father sharing stories of his life.
-We celebrate the Christmas pageant and the joy of our
children!
We celebrate a virtual Stephen Ministry Christmas party and
the ministry of our Stephen Leaders and Stephen Minister
relationships.

JANUARY BIRTHDAYS:
We celebrate and pray God’s blessing upon these birthdays…
1/1
Paul Rauch; Lyle Shinn; Barrie Shinn
1/2
Lonn Naudzius
1/3
Bruce Nelson; Emily Donahue
1/5
Laurie Honza
1/6
William Steiner
1/8
Jim Pantazi; Julie Black; Oscar Schrimpf
1/10
Paul Fabisch
1/12
Barbara Zuegel
1/13
Ian Battaglia
1/14
Rex Parker; Paula Mack; Johanna Orr
1/15
Dave Douglass; Bruce Webster; Naomi Siebert
1/18
Sam Biardo; Linda Le Duc; Luke Goodwin
1/20
Cooper Larson
1/22
Johnathan Larson
1/23
Sharon Kemerer; Miles & Massimo Thompson
1/24
Marlowe Kidston; James Meltreger; Marty Sissman
1/25
Steven Huening; Katie Hill
1/26
Sophia Mehrabian
1/27
Eugene Jarvis
1/27
Tracy Krahl
1/28
Stuart Rifkind
1/31
Reese Froeschle

OPEN AND AFFIRMING
Read more about the Open and Affirming Movement at https://openandaffirming.org/

Q. What can I expect in an Open and Affirming church?
A. A community of faith where you and your family are safe!
Because each congregation in the United Church of Christ is independent, and therefore free to make its own decisions, there is
a broad diversity of theology and practice in our tradition. In the UCC, there is no hierarchy that can impose uniformity on our
churches. Each Open and Affirming congregation has independently adopted an Open and Affirming covenant after a journey of
dialogue, study and prayer. There are differences between congregations, but generally, an ONA church:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

is a safe space for open and honest conversation about human sexuality and gender identity.
encourages LGBTQ members to serve in lay and ordained leadership.
celebrates same-sex weddings.
celebrates the anniversaries of LGBTQ married and partnered couples and offers rites to honor gender transitions.
advocates for LGBTQ civil rights, and defends their LGBTQ neighbors when their dignity or safety are threatened.
is willing to host meetings of support groups like PFLAG (Parents and Friends of Lesbians and Gays).
advertises that it is a safe space for LGBTQ and questioning youth.
participates as a group in the local LGBTQ Pride Parade.
celebrates ONA Sunday once a year and annually renews its ONA covenant.

Q. What is the process to become Open and Affirming?
A. Pray, Dialogue, Study, Discern, Build Relationships, Converse, Vote,
Certify, Celebrate
The process to become Open and Affirming requires much prayer and much conversation. As a congregation, we shall pray
together, study scripture, listen to the voices of our LGBTQ members and friends, discern ways that our congregation is already
inclusive of LGBTQ persons and ways we can improve, draft a covenant for PRCC that uses authentic language reflecting our
values and expressing explicit welcome and safety for LGBTQ persons (sample covenants here), survey the congregation to
ensure all voices are heard, hold a congregational vote to ratify our covenant, and celebrate! How long does all this take? That is
uncertain. This process should not be rushed. It may take many months or even more than a year.

Q. Will we have to hang up a rainbow flag?
A. Yes and No.
Park Ridge Community Church will have to discern the best way for us to demonstrate our welcome to the
LGBTQ community. How can we best convey to our community at large that we are church where all
people are welcome? For many, this is conveyed by a rainbow displayed on outdoor signs, banners, websites, bulletins, and
social media. Of course finding ways to display signs and symbols that are congruent with our aesthetic is possible, and the
Trustees and other Committees would be involved in figuring out what is possible and helpful.

Q. Can same sex couples be married at PRCC?
A. Yes.
Our ministers have already articulated a commitment to marrying all couples who present themselves as ready for marriage and
will not discriminate against same sex couples. There is no policy that would forbid or force clergy to marry any couple who
presents themselves. Our wedding policy at PRCC outlines appropriate decorations, fees, building use and guidelines, but does
not forbid same sex marriages from being held in our church.

Q. Didn’t we already decide to become Open and Affirming?
A. Not officially.
PRCC has had conversations in the past about being inclusive and welcoming of all persons, regardless of sexual orientation or
gender identity; however, those conversations, while fruitful, did not conclude with a congregational vote of any sort. As such,
when some of us marched in the Chicago Pride Parade in 2019, we did so as individuals rather than representatives of our whole
church. We haven’t established an official position of welcome. These conversations around Open and Affirming build on
previous years of conversation and study.

Q. How is the Open and Affirming Team accountable to the Board?
A. Through the Social Justice Team, connected to the Faith Development
Committee.
The Open and Affirming team is a subgroup of the Social Justice Team. The Social Justice team (co-Chaired by Anita Rifkind and
Gregory Sarlo) is connected to the Faith Development Committee, which is a part of the Board of Directors. The following
persons are members of the Open and Affirming team: Ginny Feurer, Sarah McCarty, Adrian Hill, Shelley O'Brien, Molly O'Brien,
Gregory Sarlo, Luan Zoellner, Rick Graham, Liz Swanson, Fred Siebert, Cindy Klimmeck, Sarah Chacko, and Sasha Gerritson.

Q. We are already a welcoming church - isn’t that enough?
A. That is exactly what we as a congregation need to decide.
There are some who believe being a part of a welcoming denomination and stating a blanket welcome is enough. There are
others who feel an explicit statement of welcome is necessary because of the harm done to the LGBTQ community in other
church settings. There was a recent instance of harassment of a student in Park Ridge because of their sexual orientation, and
having clear statements that represent our congregation will allow us to directly invite and speak words of healing in moments
such as this.

Q. What does the Bible say about same gender loving people?
A. There are different interpretations and answers to this question.
Some would argue that the Bible does not directly address homosexual relationships as we know them today. In the 31,102
verses in the Protestant Bible, there are around 10 verses that reference sexual action between two persons of the same gender,
many of which refer to temple prostitutes. The United Church of Christ, the Presbyterian Church USA, the Evangelical Lutheran
Church of America, and the Episcopal Church have all studied the scriptures and concluded that being a person who identifies as
LGBTQ is neither sinful, nor contrary to God’s design. There are, of course, other interpretations of these scriptures, which argue
the opposite viewpoint. We will be having some Bible Studies on these passages of scriptures, and will be inviting a Bible scholar
from Garrett-Evangelical to give a presentation and their understanding of how to unpack these texts.

Q. How will an Open and Affirming Covenant make a difference?
A. An Open and Affirming covenant will make a difference to lesbian, gay, bisexual, and transgender adults who have
personally experienced silence or condemnation in other churches. It will make a difference to LGBTQ youth who are at higher
risk for suicide when they experience bullying or mistreatment because of their sexual orientation or gender expression. It will
make a difference to parents of LGBTQ children whose families need the same affirmation and support congregations offer to
other families. It will make a difference to LGBTQ seniors who are often closeted, isolated or abused in retirement communities
and nursing homes. It will make a difference to all Christians who experience a deeper understanding of the Gospel and a
stronger commitment to Gospel values when the congregation reaches out in love.
Have more Questions? Great!! We all do! We are creating a way to submit questions (anonymous and otherwise). In the
meantime, feel free to reach out to any of the individuals on the Open and Affirming Subgroup, any of our ministers or staff, or
Anita Rifkind or Gregory Sarlo. Many questions will be answered in a Panel Conversation on January 26.
Join Zoom Meeting https://zoom.us/j/93186893644?pwd=TGRZemoyY2l1b3g5RXNyNFdjd0Fkdz09
Meeting ID: 931 8689 3644 Passcode: 380080 Dial by your location +1 312 626 6799 US (Chicago)

YOU’RE INVITED: PANEL CONVERSATION
What are some of the challenges facing the LGBTQ community? How can the church respond to the needs of LGBTQ youth?
What does being an Open and Affirming Church mean on a day to day basis? All of these questions and more will be answered
by a panel on Tuesday, January 26, 2021 at 7:30 pm. This event sponsored by the Stephen Ministers is open to all. Our panelists
include Rev. Andi Voinovich, pastor at Downers Grove United Methodist Church; Pastor Mollie Foster, our own Associate
Minister; Dr. Daniel Brewer, psychologist, PsyD, CTMH; and facilitated by Dr. Gregory Sarlo. There will be opportunities to chat
and submit questions before and throughout this event. Questions may be submitted to Anita Rifkind at AnitaR@att.net, Liz
Swanson at liz@parkridgecommunitychurch.org, or Gregory Sarlo at dr.gregorysarlo@gmail.com.
Join Zoom Meeting https://zoom.us/j/93186893644?pwd=TGRZemoyY2l1b3g5RXNyNFdjd0Fkdz09
Meeting ID: 931 8689 3644 Passcode: 380080 Dial by your location +1 312 626 6799 US (Chicago)

CONNECTIONS AND CARE
PRCC is a connected and caring faith community. This temporary time of social distancing and sheltering in place results in a lot of
physical isolation. We want to stay connected with you! Please let us know how you are and what your prayer needs might be. If you
would like a phone call or need something we can help with, please call or email the church office. If you are willing to make some
calls and share your cheerful voice with someone, please let Liz Swanson know. We miss being together and look forward to the time
we can all be back together to serve others and worship God. In the meantime, know you are loved, valued and we are connected in
Spirit!

WEEKLY NOONTIME HANGOUTS
The weekly Hangouts are now on Wednesdays at noon on ZOOM and we will continue to discuss the upcoming Sunday worship
scriptures. Anyone and all are welcome to join in! Pastor Mollie guides our time together. Participants can eat lunch and engage as
you like!
https://zoom.us/j/91239346091?pwd=R3ZWSWdHWG85a1Q5b1AzbXJ6OXpjZz09
Meeting ID: 912 3934 6091 Passcode: 62285

BIBLE STUDY
Wednesday Evening Disciple Bible Study at 7:30 pm
Wenesday night Disciple I Bible Study will re-ZOOM on January 6. Disciple I is a study through the scriptures covering
Genesis through Revelation. We will wrap up our journey through the Old Testament scriptures at the end of January and
will begin our course through the New Testament in February. During Bible Study, we watch a br ief video, read aloud some
of the passages from the week and engage in theological reflection about the implications of the scriptures in our lives. If
you have never studied the Bible before, this class is for you! If you have studied the Bible all of you r life, this class is for
you! All are welcome to participate! Each week builds on other week’s, but each week can also stand alone. Attend at much
or as little as your schedule permits!
Join Zoom Meeting
https://zoom.us/j/92824720898?pwd=ZlpVUzR1Uy9wYkhTT3BvYmRXTFF3dz09
Meeting ID: 928 2472 0898 Passcode: 789593
One tap mobile
+13126266799,,92824720898# US (Chicago)

DIY Bible Study
This is a year of trying new things! We have tried a new way of Bible Studying together while apart called Do-It-Yourself Bible
Study. You can download, print, and view the Study Guide through the PRCC Website and watch short videos on our YouTube
channel. Participants can engage in this Bible Study, which ties directly into the sermon series as individuals or with a selfselected group of study companions! Find materials for the Do-It-Yourself Bible Study at
www.parkridgecommunitychurch.org/diybiblestudy

STEPHEN
MINISTRY
MESSAGE
Remember Lot’s wife. Those who try to make their life secure
will lose it, but those who lose their life will keep it. Luke
17:32-33 (NSRV)

As we begin a new year, we are leaving behind an annus
horribilis by any definition. We should be happy to move on,
and yet there feels like something about what we have gone
through is holding us back, something about the losses that
pull our attention back – much like Lot’s wife. You remember
the story: God allowed Lot and his family to flee the evil city of
Sodom but were admonished that they should not look back
as they fled across the plain. Lot’s wife turned and
“immediately became a pillar of salt.”

In Luke, Jesus uses the example of the destruction of
Sodom as a metaphor for what it means to forsake the past to
move forward in a life of faith. Jesus calls us to remember the
cost paid by Lot’s wife whose heart was pulled back towards
home.
As far as Trappist monks go, Erik Varden is a young man.
He was born in 1974 in Norway, studied philosophy and
theology at Cambridge and in Rome. He entered the Order of
Cistercians of the Strict Observance (aka Trappist) at Mount St.
Bernard Abbey in Leicestershire, England, in 2002, took his
final vows in 2007, and was ordained a priest in 2011. He was
elected Abbot of the monastery in 2015. Then in 2019, Pope
Francis appointed him Bishop-Prelate of Trondheim Norway.

In the midst of this meteoric advancement, he somehow
managed to write The Shattering of Loneliness: On Christian
Remembrance. It isn't a very long book, but reading it is rather
more like eating cheesecake than popcorn (if that analogy
makes any sense.) I highly recommend it. I pretty much enjoy
any theologian, pastor, or priest who can speak from either
experience, with sincerity and openness, or who can bring,
through scholarship and wisdom, a new perspective on the
basics of our faith. It's rare indeed to find someone who does
one of those – and Bishop Varden is the rare find who for me
does BOTH!
Varden expands on Jesus’ metaphor to discuss what it
means to leave our old lives behind and to embrace a future
with faith and hope, a future where Varden describes living
our faith as “unconditional self-giving.” But Varden cautions
“What holds us back ... is not just attachment to vice. Much
that claims us is good and dear. To remember Lot’s wife’s is
to prepare for a severance that may bring pain.” Varden
concludes that being “‘God’s shining agent’ may come at a
cost that seems unbearable. Her (Lot’s wife) nostalgia should
touch our heart.”
It is easy to understand, and have sympathy for, people
whose fond memories have a hold on their hearts. But I doubt
too many of us are being held back by good memories of
2020. We are more likely to be held back from a new
beginning by the painful parts of what we have lived through
in 2020 – the frustrations, the losses, the missed moments,
the revealed truths of the soul of our nation, and nature of our
souls. Somehow it doesn’t seem right to walk away from all
that without looking back.
And yet, Jesus asks us to do just that. He describes
holding onto our ego-centric past as “security.” Further, he
says that choosing that security leads to losing the very thing
we are trying to save. Like much of what Jesus teaches, there
is in this statement a paradox: we can only move forward if we
choose to leave things we value, things we are comfortable
with, behind. And I know, as I suspect you do too, that we
value not only the good things of our history, but also the
resentments, the grudges, the self-righteousness.
What will be the cost if we let go of all of it? What will we
lose? What can we bring from 2020 into the new year, into a
new focus on living a life of faith? These are questions each of
us must answer for ourselves, the answers between ourselves
and our God. Nevertheless, a Stephen Minister is an awesome
person to share our efforts to mourn our loses and move
forward into a new beginning. Don’t struggle alone. If you’d
like to discuss the possibilities further, Pastor Carol or Liz
Swanson can be reached at 847-823-3164, and Ginny Feurer
at 847-840-7082.

- Anita Rifkind

BOARD
NEWS
By Tom Goodwin and Naomi Siebert
The Board of Directors met virtually on Tuesday, December 15
for our annual December meeting, which held a combination
of business and fun. Before the festivities began, we tended
to the necessary business of the church.
Our Welcoming and Membership Committee has worked on
finding ways to invite new folks into the fellowship of our
church. This month, this committee ordered and installed two
banners that invite everyone to “Worship with us ONLINE”
with our church website listed. This team also supported the
idea of trying the Sunday morning Zoom Coffee hour.
Our Structure Committee, which was launched a few years
ago brought its refreshed charter before the Board for
reaffirmation of their work. This Committee is hoping to
present some revisions to the bylaws and operating
procedures in the year ahead so affirming this work was an
important step.
Our Trustees Committee has overseen the completion of the
window Phase 6 project, and the remaining stained glass
window from Ellinger Transept will be re-installed soon now
that the outer window sashes and plaster have been installed
and fixed. While this work was being done, the entirety of
Ellinger Transept got painted as well! (Many thanks to our
angel Tom Klimmeck!)
Our Outreach Committee has had a busy season and are
proud of the generous response from the congregation. They
are continuing to receive donations for the Bridge Project
through January 9.
Our Faith Development Committee is working with the Social
Justice team to coordinate different events for spiritual
growth and understanding around topics of faith and sexual
identities in the coming year.
Our Youth Committee shared final proceeds from this year’s
Pumpkin Patch, which included an especially generous
contribution to the church’s operating budget. The youth are
supporting the Eric Nelson Scholarship fund, the Harbour, and
the Maine Township food pantry with this year’s proceeds.
Our Leadership team reported that we worship will remain
virtual until the state covid counts are down and we proceed
to Phase 4. Our dedication to keeping the congregation safe
remains a top priority, and currently the staff are planning for
remote worship until the summer, though if it becomes
appropriate to resume in-person options before then, we will!

Our Finance Committee invited the Board to finish submitting
Budget requests so that a budget can be proposed early in the
new year. Eric Johnson, our Treasurer, reports that the PPP
loan forgiveness paperwork has been submitted. He also
reported that giving has remained steady, in spite of the
pandemic, and it looks like we are on track to finish the year
breaking even – which is AMAZING!! We are still missing some
pledges for the 2021 ministry year, so please submit your
2021 commitments, if you haven’t already.

WAYS TO GIVE:
Your giving to Park Ridge Community Church remains vitally
important to keeping our building operating, our staff paid,
and our ministries active! Thank you for your ongoing
support. Just a reminder of the ways you can submit your
financial contributions:
-

Drop off or mail a check to: 100 Courtland Ave.
Park Ridge, IL 60068
Sign up for automatic withdrawal from your bank
account.
Give electronically through PayPal on our website.
Give through the Zelle app or Quickpay. Enter the
email address:
giving@parkridgecommunitychurch.org

OFFICE HOURS:
Our Church Building is currently CLOSED due to the Stay at
Home order and Covid-19 surge. We are striving to keep
our congregation members and staff healthy. If you need to
come into the church building, please contact Jaclyn at
office@parkridgecommunitychurch.org and she will
coordinate someone to meet you. Jaclyn is also maintaining
a log of persons who are in and out of the building just in
case we need to alert individuals of a covid-positive
presence.
Our ministers are available for Zoom Pastoral Care calls,
phone conversations, emails, texts, Facebook
messages…you name it! We want to be connected to you!

WINTER
NEWS

KNITTING KNIGHTS
Are you looking for ways to keep your hands out of the cookie
jar on these cold winter nights? If so, we invite you to join us
as we craft items to donate and share with others. We are
meeting on Zoom Monday, 1/18 at 7:00 p.m. We also have
plenty of yarn and supplies if you need anything for a take a
project home. Talk with Liz Swanson for more information.

KINDRED SPIRITS CAFÉ
AND BEYOND!
Tuesday Virtual Connections
We are connected in all the ways we can be! Join us on Zoom
on Tuesdays at noon and sign up for the weekly
communication email or letter if you are not already receiving
one. If you have donations to make or are interested in
borrowing a book, let Liz Swanson know. We are offering
contact free connections while keeping our distance in order
to keep everyone healthy.
Let’s meet virtually! We have an exciting schedule for
January as follows:
1/5 - Celebrating birthdays with Sasha singing.
1/12 – Pastor Carol joining us to talk about church plans for
2021
1/19 – Travel virtually to Switzerland with Gail Benedetto
1/26 - Virtual Bingo
https://zoom.us/j/92014175334?pwd=Njd2UXpkN0pMV0dSYTdSc
Whnankxdz09
Meeting ID: 920 1417 5334
Passcode: 994443
Dial by your location
+1 312 626 6799 US

CREATION CARE TEAM
Be on the look-out for more information from us each month
and what we can do to be more environmentally friendly at
church when we all come back together again.
Solid Waste Agency of Northern Cook County (SWANCC),
https://swancc.org/ has many resources for residents about
waste management. Here’s a snippet of information from
their website.
According to the United States Environmental Protection
Agency, each year, Americans generate millions of tons of
trash, more than any other country. Source Reduction (reduce
and reuse) is a basic solution to the garbage glut. Because
source reduction actually prevents the generation of waste in
the first place, it comes before other management options
that deal with trash after it is already generated. After source
reduction, recycling and composting are the preferred waste
management options because they reduce the amount of
waste going to landfills and conserve resources.

MEDITATION AND YOGA
Cindy Klimmeck is offering mediation and yoga classes on
ZOOM. Yoga –Chair Yoga – Tuesday at 10:15 am, Yoga Nidra –
Thursday at 8:30 pm, and Meditation – Friday at 9 am.
https://us04web.zoom.us/j/9671602932
Meeting ID: 967 160 2932

New password to enter – 227332

WINTER NEWS
VOLUNTEER SPOTLIGHT
So many members and friends volunteer their time to our beloved church. We are grateful for each and every one of them. Some
people we see and hear about all the time but there are others behind the scenes and we don’t always know about all that they do.
Each month in our Volunteer Spotlight we say thank you to an individual, couple or group for sharing their time and talents. This also
gives us the opportunity to share with members and newcomers a little bit of information about what our "generous stewards of
God's gifts" are doing here at PRCC.
"Each of you should use whatever gift you have received to serve others, as faithful stewards of God's grace in its various forms."
Peter 4:10
This month we recognize

Kimberly Walters
Kimberly Walters is one of the people here at church that does a lot but it’s usually behind the scenes so
you may not even know about what she does. This is the fourth year that Kimberly has been serving as
one of the Co-Chairs of the Senior Contact Committee. For the first three years her Co-Chair was Beth
Parsch and this year Mike Proue stepped up to Co-Chair with Kimberly.
The Senior Contact Chairs work with a team of about 8 volunteers to reach out to the homebound and
senior members of our congregation. During non-COVID times, they would make visits to the
homebound usually on a monthly basis, often bringing a small gift, ie. a mini-pumpkin, Christmas
cookies, Lenten prayer book, etc. Of course, everything is different this year due to COVID but Kimberly
and Mike continue to work, with Liz Swanson, Pastoral Care Director, on ways to reach out to seniors
here at PRCC.
Kimberly has been one of the driving forces for helping to make sure that Jazz in January continued to happen here for
the past few years. She’s worked hard with a small group of volunteers to plan this weekend of jazz music providing our
members and their friends with an opportunity to socialize while enjoying fine music, right here at PRCC. In addition to
being a fun event, Jazz in January usually raises some funds for our church needs.
We are grateful and appreciate all that Kimberly does by sharing her time and talents at PRCC.

MEMBERSHIP NEWS
Do you know anyone who may need the benefit of our online
worship as we begin the new year? Send the link to our online
service to someone in your life! A neighbor, a family member,
a friend- it can be someone near or far! If you need help
knowing how to share the online service, contact the church
office!
Sara Born (sara.born@hotmail.com)
Sue Douglass (suedouglass@hotmail.com)

SUNDAY SCHOOL
NEWS
Dear God,
As we start a new year,
open my heart to new
signs of your presence.
Open my hands to
share what I have with
others.
Open my ears to be a good listener - listening to you, God, and
listening to others.
Open my mouth to say words of kindness and care.
Open my mind to be filled with your wisdom and thoughts.
Create new chances for me to share your love.
Help me to use this new year to be fully me - just how you’ve
created me to be!
Amen.

VIRTUAL PK-5 SUNDAY
SCHOOL
During this time as we are not able to meet in person, we
would still like the kids to have their own Sunday School time
to learn and grow in their faith. Each week, look for an email
from me that will have a video. Each video will be a short
lesson, music, and an activity the kids might choose to do. The
lessons will be related to the sermon series in hopes that
families will be able to talk, share, and feel God’s presence
each week.
I hope everyone has had an opportunity to see the amazing
Christmas pageant Sasha put together. It was so wonderful to
see so many of the faces of our Sunday School friends. I also
hope everyone enjoyed the Advent activity bags. This is an
important time and we should all take time out of the busy
season to remember the importance of the holiday and share
the Christmas story. It has been an unusual year and it’s
important to keep God close.
Our outreach projects did very well even while we weren’t
able to be in person. We packed bags of necessities for The
Bridge Project and Lincoln Park Shelter. There were boxes and
bags of coats, sweaters, and other warm clothes that went
down as well. There were lots of toys wrapped and brought to
children in need as well. In Sunday School, we always have
outreach projects we are working on. We can still keep that up
and keep giving. The food drive is ongoing and so important to
our community. Check the outreach page to find all the ways
the kids can be involved in giving. We are all blessed. Let’s
pass on the love.

With Peace, Love, Joy, and Hope,
Shelley O’Brien
sundayschool@parkridgecommunitychurch.org
If you have not received emails from the Sunday School and
would like to be added to the list, please contact Shelley.

OUTREACH NEWS
MANY THANKS!
On behalf of the PRCC Community Outreach Committee, THANK YOU very much for your generosity and support of various
organizations during this holiday season. These include The Bridge Project, Maryville Academy and Crisis Nursery, Fraternite Notre
Dame, Maine Township Food Pantry, and Lincoln Park Shelter.
You gave from your heart to many in need, including: warm weather gear (hats, gloves, socks, shirts, coats), toys and gifts for children
and teens, backpacks, school supplies, gift cards, food, toiletries, and much more. Special thanks to these groups for their donation of
items, resources, time, and talents:
Kindred Connections Group
Knitting Knights
Men’s Breakfast Group
PRCC Youth Group

OPPORTUNITIES TO DONATE
THE BRIDGE PROJECT: Drop off items on January 9th from 10 am until Noon
Our masks and 100 soap sacks were delivered to The Bridge Project. They were very grateful.
The Bridge Project provides monthly meals, toiletries and cold weather gear to residents of tent cities. This winter they need:
• gently used adult coats
• gloves
• hats
• blankets
• HotHands for hands and feet
Collection Information: Please drop off donations in the designated box in the Park Place Room during Church Office hours from 9:30
am - 12:00 noon on Fridays (Please ring bell at Courtland door). Or on Saturday, January 9th from 10 am- 12 pm, there will also be
curbside drop off at the Park Place Room entrance.

CANS FOR CARE
Please continue to support the Maine Township Food Pantry through donations of food items.
View the Food Pantry Wish List.
Collection Information: Drop off your food donation directly at the Maine Township Hall, 1700 Ballard Rd., Park Ridge (hours are 10-3
M-F) or any of these PRCC members’ homes listed below, all located in Park Ridge. Each house has a large, labeled Cans For Care bin in
front.
Laura & Tim Lapp - 1 Glenlake Ave
Paula & Bob Mack - 740 Forestview Ave
Marylynn & Dick Collentine - 936 Rowe Ave
Tom & Cindy Klimmeck -316 N Ashland Ave
Eric & Mary Johnson – 1119 S. Home

GIFT CARDS

There is an ongoing need to help individuals and families who are going through a difficult time. Gift cards for groceries and household
items from Jewel, Mariano’s, Walmart or Target in $25 denominations are always welcome and will be distributed at Pastor Carol’s
discretion when she is made aware of a need.
Gift cards can be dropped off in the mail slot on the Courtland Avenue side of PRCC by the double doors.

OPPORTUNITIES TO SERVE
LINCOLN PARK COMMUNITY SERVICES
Lincoln Park Community Services is open for volunteer meal assistance. We will not go in person to serve dinners, but can deliver
home cooked meals to the shelter. Because the PRCC kitchen remains closed, we hope that a few members/families will be willing to
cook various parts of a meal in their homes.
We need individuals, families, or PRCC groups (for example, a Kindred Connections group that provided the December meal) to
prepare the following meal components to feed 25 people on these Thursday dates: January 7, February 4, and March 4 2021.
•
•
•
•
•

salad
vegetable
starch
meat entree + small portion of a vegetarian option, if possible
dessert

If you can help, please use the Sign-Up Genius https://www.signupgenius.com/go/30e094baeab2da4fb6-lincoln to volunteer and
indicate what dish you can prepare and for which date. Expenses can be reimbursed, if requested.
This is a wonderful opportunity to get family or friends involved in showing God’s love to those less fortunate.

SUNDAY NIGHT SUPPERS
PRCC will be a part of Sunday Night Suppers, but with different procedures due to Covid-19. Until health guidelines change, we will
provide 85 pre-packaged meals from a restaurant or caterer, 85 individual drinks (juice or milk), and 85 pre-packaged individual
desserts from a store (sorry, no homemade items allowed).
PRCC assigned dates are:
2021 - February 28, April 25, May 16
Volunteer Requirements - Limited to three (3) people total to assist with to-go meal distribution curbside
● Two (2) volunteers will assemble to-go meals at a table inside PR Presbyterian Church
● One (1) additional volunteer will be stationed at the curb to advise the assembly team the number of meals needed and be the
“runner” to bring meals out as guests’ cars arrive.
• Volunteers must bring and wear their own mask the entire time they are on site at Park Ridge Presbyterian Church and wear
gloves while assembling to-go meals.

The time commitment is from 3:30 - 5:00 pm each date. Please sign up through Sign Up Genius at Sunday Suppers. Thank you for
considering to help provide meals for local families in need.

PRCC Community Outreach Committee Members: Marylynn Collentine, Cheryll DeYoung, Pastor Mollie Foster, Cindy Klimmeck, Laura
Lapp, Paula Mack, Colleen Moriarty, Liz Swanson, and Luan Zoellner. If you would like to join us or have ideas for outreach activities,
please contact any one of us at outreach@parkridgecommunitychurch.org.

Questions about any of these outreach opportunities can be directed to outreach@parkridgecommunitychurch.org.

ADVENT SNAPSHOTS
Outreach Team Curbside Collection

Tuesday Kindred Spirits Zoom

Crop Walk Check to
the Pantry
$8,000+

Decorated Outreach Bags

Stephen Ministry Zoom

100 S. Courtland Ave
Park Ridge, IL 60068
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Contact Us:
847-823-3164
office@parkridgecommunitychurch.org
parkridgecommunitychurch.org
Our Staff:
Rev. Carol Hill, Senior Minister
pastorcarol@parkridgecommunitychurch.org
Pastor Mollie Foster, Associate Minister
pastormollie@parkridgecommunitychurch.org
Sasha Gerritson, Director of Music Ministries sasha@parkridgecommunitychurch.org
Shelley O’Brien, Director of Children’s Ministries sundayschoool@parkridgecommunitychurch.org
Liz Swanson, Director of Pastoral Services liz@parkridgecommunitychurch.org
Jaclyn Weir, Parish Coordinator
office@parkridgecommunitychurch.org

