No one after lighting a lamp puts it under the bushel basket, but on the lampstand, and it gives light to
all in the house. In the same way, let your light shine before others, so that they may see your good
works and give glory to your Father in heaven. Matthew 5:15-16
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WELCOME TO WORSHIP!
Welcome to Park Ridge Community Church! We are so thankful that you are present for worship on this day.
We strive to be a place where all may gather and find hope, healing, joy, and peace no matter where you are on life’s
journey. We celebrate that we have diversity in faith, and unity in Christ!

GREETINGS AND ANNOUNCEMENTS
(The ushers will pick up prayer cards during the first hymn)
PRELUDE
*CALL TO WORSHIP
We gather wondering,
'Where will we find the Babe
born in Bethlehem?'
We will find the Babe
in the laughter of children,
in the wisdom of grandparents.
We gather asking,
'Where will we find
the Child of Christmas?’
We will find the Child
where the needy are gifted with hope,
where the oppressed are set free.
We gather wanting to know,
'Where will we find the Christ
who has come for us?’
We will find our Hope
where fear is overwhelmed by grace,
where hatred is overwhelmed by love,
where all people are overwhelmed by joy.
*HYMN

As With Gladness Men of Old
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*PRAYER OF CONFESSION
We search for your light, Star Caster, but too often end up settling for the dimness of temptation.
Our motives for seeking to find Christ are not always pure, for we expect him to fulfill our desires,
rather than your hopes for us. We want the gifts of wealth, health, success, fulfillment, rather than
those of servanthood, of compassion, of peace. Forgive us, Shaper of our lives, that we are so foolish
to put our needs ahead of your grace. Help us to be like those wise people of so long ago, who found
hope, instead of a destination; who found grace, instead of gratitude; who found salvation, instead
of a sign. As we journey with your Son, our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ, fill us with the light of your
joy and love.
Silent Prayers are offered
*WORDS OF ASSURANCE
Grace has been poured into our hearts, love has flooded our souls, the light of hope shines in us.
This is the light which has come to all, the light we will carry and give to everyone we meet. Thanks
be to God. Amen.
*GLORIA PATRI
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Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Ghost.
As it was in the beginning, is now and ever shall be, world without end. Amen.

*PASSING OF THE PEACE
FIRST LESSON
MINISTRY OF MUSIC
CHILDREN’S MESSAGE

Romans 12:1-2, 9-13
We March Through the Night
Children and Youth are invited to attend Sunday School

JOYS AND CONCERNS
PASTORAL PRAYER AND THE LORD’S PRAYER
Our Father, who art in Heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on Earth as it is in
Heaven. Give us this day our daily bread and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. And lead us not
into temptation but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever. Amen.

*PREACHING LESSON

Matthew 2:1-12
This is the Word of God, for the People of God.
Thanks be to God.

SERMON

An epiphany on Epiphany

Sasha Gerritson

My Lord, What a Morning

arr. Monaco

OFFERTORY
*DOXOLOGY

Praise God from whom all blessings flow. Praise God all creatures here below.
Praise God above ye heavenly host. Praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost. Amen
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*PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING
Holy One, these gifts we offer along with our hearts. Bless each one. Bless this new year. Help us
to be faithful, in following, in leading, in shining your light. Use everything we have to help build
your Kingdom here on earth. We praise you, Illuminating God. Amen.
*HYMN

We Three Kings
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*BENEDICTION
*CHORAL BENEDICTION
POSTLUDE

In Thee I Put My Trust

Bach

Congregants are invited to be seated for the Postlude

* INDICATES TO PLEASE RISE IN BODY AND SPIRIT, IF ABLE

BOLD INDICATES TO SPEAK ALOUD IN ONE VOICE, IF ABLE

LEADING US IN WORSHIP – JANUARY 5, 2020
Rev. Carol Hill, Senior Minister
Sasha Gerritson, Director of Music Ministries
Pastor Mollie Foster, Associate Minister
Sue Douglass, Organist
Liz Swanson, Director of Pastoral Services
Liz Ewald, Lector
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

GUEST MINISTER – Sasha Gerritson
Many thanks to our Director of Music Ministries, Sasha Gerritson, for offering her gifts in guest preaching this morning. Sasha
leads all of our music ministries at PRCC; including directing the Jr. Choir, Angeli Choir, and Chancel Choir. Her faith, vision,
talents, and prayers continue to bless the people and ministries of PRCC.

ITEMS OF NOTE
WELCOME GUESTS!
We are glad you are joining us in worship today. If you are interested in more information about our worship, programs,
service, and fellowship please visit our website at www.parkridgecommunitychurch.org, call the Church Office (847) 8233164, or speak with an Usher or Pastor.

PLEASE SEE AN USHER for seat cushions, larger font bulletins, and/or hearing assistance devices for use during
worship. Thank you to our January ushers: Paul Rauch, Sharon Kemerer, George Skoog, Cindy Klimmeck, Jan Steiner, and
Paula Mack.

FIRST AID First Aid kits are located in the Church Office, Sunday School Wing, and Kitchen. The AED device is located
outside of the Church Office.

ALTAR FLOWERS the 2020 Altar Flower sign up is now available on the bulletin board by the Church Office, flowers are
$40.

RESTROOMS are located on the lower level at each end of the church.
NURSERY CARE is provided from 8:30-11:15 am each Sunday in the lower level. Infants to age 5.
NAME TAGS are available for all people! Thank you for wearing your nametag to help us know one another. If you need a
new or replacement tag, please let us know!

COFFEE HOUR After 10:00 am Service, please join us downstairs in Jordan Hall for Coffee Hour. (Jordan Hall is accessible
by elevator) Thank you to the Goodwin Family for hosting this week!

PRAYER REQUESTS
WE PRAY FOR THOSE IN OUR CONGREGATION AND OUR LOVED ONES:
Erika Cornelisen, Kylie Figgins, Jon Forsythe, Edith E. Hurlburt, Tom Kapolnek, Candace Kidston, Walter and Christina Kotecki,
Geri LeDuc, Jim Lego, Lurana Nelson, Leo Netko, Dean Muenzer, Pauline Numrych, Reggie Pantazi, Susan Ruth, Ann Stutts,
Kathleen Weller, Joyce Wright, Bill Zoellner, Kate Zoellner.

PRAYER REQUESTS FROM DECEMBER 29th:
We celebrate the blessings of Christmas, Christmas Eve services, and time with loved ones.
Prayers for the Stettler family. Marian Stettler, long-time PRCC member, entered life in the resurrection on 12/23. A memorial
service will be held here on January 18th at 2:00 pm with a reception to follow.
Prayers for the Larson family. Scott Larson’s mother Marilyn entered life in the resurrection on Christmas Day.
Prayers for Diane Zabawski-Maestranzi, Bernice’s granddaughter, who faces upcoming surgical procedures. We pray for
wisdom and treatment for her overall health and wholeness.
Prayers of thanksgiving that Paul Curtis, Grace Curtis’ brother in law, has awoken after 5 days in a coma, and we continue to
pray for his healing and recovery as he faces surgery and ongoing treatment.
Prayers for Larry Zimmerman who is dealing with a medical issue.
Prayers for Cathy Stewart’s son, daughter in law, and granddaughter as they leave for Jordan to serve Syrian refugees.
Prayers for Angie Pappassavas’ mother who fell and is healing from a few fractures.
Prayers for Pastor Carol and group traveling to the Holy Land.

SUNDAY SCHOOL AND YOUTH
SUNDAY SCHOOL
Sunday school takes place during 10 am worship. Begin in the Sanctuary.
10-10:15 am - All gather in the Sanctuary as worship begins
10:15 am- Pastors dismiss preschool through high school students and teachers to class after the Children's Message
10:15 am - preK-3rd gr - music time (Sun. school wing) then go to class;
preK-2nd gr. Sun. school wing; 3rd gr. Jordan Hall;
4th-5th gr - go to class, down in the Library
6th-12th graders head up to the Great Hall for class
11:15 am classes finish; parents pick up preK-2nd graders in the Sunday school wing
Please complete a registration form, available from the Sunday school wing or our
website, www.parkridgecommunitychurch.org, with contact and allergy info. Return forms to Teri or Shelley, or to the church
office.
Nursery open for babies through 5-year-olds on the lower level, 8:30-11:15 weekly.
First Communion class registration for 2nd grade and older begins today, for the Jan. 19 & 26 class, 11:30-12:15 in the 2nd
grade classroom. First Communion will be celebrated during 10 am worship on February 2nd.
Questions? Shelley or Teri, sundayschool@parkridgecommunitychurch.org

ADULT CHRISTIAN EDUCATION
WEDNESDAY EVENING BIBLE STUDY – Returns January 8th!

Wednesday Bible Study at 7:30 pm; co-led by Pastor Carol and Katie Reboletti
Starting back on January 8, we will gather on Wednesdays in Ellinger Transept to study the Gospel of Matthew. Some of the
texts will align with the preaching on Sundays, and as we seek a guiding light for the year ahead, we will look to Matthew’s
insight. Books are available in the Front Office for $10.

MONDAY MORNING BIBLE STUDY

Monday Morning Bible Study: 10 am Gathering; 10:30 am Study led by Winnie Ericksen and Pastor Mollie
In Called, author Susan Robb shows us how God interrupts the lives of ordinary people, calling and empowering them to lives
of service they never would have imagined on their own. Discover how to hear and respond to the unique call God is placing on
your life in this six-week study. For more information or questions, contact Winnie or Pastor Mollie.

OUTREACH OPPORTUNITIES
YOUTH AND TEACHER SCHOOL SUPPLY DRIVE

Jeanine Schultz Memorial School Youth and Teacher School Supply Drive
The Jeanine Schultz Memorial School founded in 1965 by parents and members of the community to address the needs youth
not included in public or private schools. Their needs are great and their resources are limited. Please drop supplies in
schoolhouse in Park Place Room.

WINTER COAT COLLECTION

Adult winter coats are being collected between November and January. We are collecting gently used, clean coats for Men
and Women. We are also collecting gently used Adult L and XL sweatshirts. These coats and sweatshirts are being collected
for those being impacted by the Bridge Project. The Bridge Project is a grass roots effort which began with members of the
Urban Village Church in Chicago. Please contact Marylynn Collentine with any questions. The donation box will be located in
the Park Place Room.

COSMETIC BAGS

Please save your clean empty cosmetic bags, the type that hold the freebies given out by the large cosmetic companies. We will
start collecting them in January-March. They will be used as part of our outreach to the Bridge Project. More information to
follow. Thanking you in advance for your continued support of our outreach ministries. If you have any questions, please
contact Marylynn Collentine.

UPCOMING EVENTS
NEWCOMER INFO SESSION – January 13th!

Our next Newcomer Informational Meeting will take place on Monday, Jan. 13 at 7 pm in the church parlor. Come if you are
interested in learning more about PRCC! Childcare can be provided. We will be offering a chance for new members to join our
church family on Sunday, Jan. 26th. Contact Pastor Carol, the church office or Sara Born(sara.born@hotmail.com) for more
information.

CIRCLE 2’s 12th NGHT BRUNCH
Join us in the Great Hall after worship January 12th for a delicious start to the new year! You’ll find many breakfast casseroles,
breads, ham, fruit, cereal, and fellowship. Look for advance ticket sales today or at the door. $6 adult & $4 child. Hope to see
you there! Questions? Grace: gcurtis1968@gmail.com or Teri tbiedke@netzero.net.

PARK RIDGE INDOOR FARMER’S MARKET

The First United Methodist Church of park Ridge is hosting an indoor Farmer’s Market on Sunday, January 12th, 10 am – 2 pm.
Local farmers and vendors will present.

ACOLYTE TRAINING
January 19th after our 10:00 am service we will be offering an Acolyte Training for children and their families. Children 3rd
grade and older are invited to act as acolytes, lighting the candles at the beginning of 10 am worship.

JAZZ IN JANUARY

Starting TODAY, tickets will be available for Jazz in January. Join us for an evening of timeless jazz classics in the Great Hall of
Park Ridge Community Church on January 24th and 25th. The evening will feature an outstanding band, led by PRCC’s own
Kent Wehman, playing tunes by artists ranging from Duke Ellington to Dave Brubeck to Bill Withers. Snacks, desserts, and
drinks - including a signature Jazz in January cocktail - will be available for purchase. Jazz in January has a great history of
combining a fun evening of incredible live music with raising funds for important church missions. This year, proceeds will
help to support our church’s overall mission and PRCC’s youth mission trip in conjunction with Living Water International.
The Water Well project will provide a sustainable clean water source to a community in Honduras. Proceeds from Jazz in
January will be used to fund the well itself, as well as to offset travel costs for the volunteers.
***Ways to Give***
*Come out and enjoy the evening.
*Take part in the 50/50 raffle offered each night.
*Sponsor the Event
We are searching for sponsors of the event to be recognized in event advertisements and inside the event
program. Sponsorships range from $50 to $400. If you or your business would like to support our event please contact Dan
Smith for further information.

2020 WOMEN’S RETREAT
Living Water Retreat for Women of All ages - February 7th - 9th
Cenacle Retreat & Conference Center (513 W. Fullerton Chicago) Women of all ages are welcome! You do not need to be a
member of PRCC so invite your friends. Come for a weekend of renewal and refreshment to explore how water brings life to us
physically & spiritually. Rev. Anna Voinovich will lead the retreat. Registration Forms are available at the Front Office or on the
main bulletin Board. The deadline to register is January 22nd.

PASTOR CAROL OUT OF OFFICE
Pastor Carol will be away until January 13th in the Holy Land on a study tour. Pastoral care needs are being cared for by our
ministry team. Please contact the church office if you or someone you know is in need.

WEEK AT A GLANCE:
Today
8:30a
Chapel
Worship
10:00a
Worship

Monday
7:00p
Yoga

Tuesday
10:00a
Women’s AA
10:15a
Chair Yoga

Wednesday
7:00a
Men’s
Breakfast
10:00a
Women’s AA

Thursday
8:30a
Community
Bible Study
7:00p
Action Ridge

12:00p
Angeli Choir

11:30a
Kindred
Spirits

6:00p
Confirmation
Class

8:00p
Chancel Choir

4:00p
Youth Group

4:00p
Junior Choir

8:00p
Men’s
Basketball

8:00p
Men’s
Basketball

7:00p
Youth
Committee

6:00p
Finance
Committee
7:00p
Fly Fishing

7:30p
Trustees

Friday
8:00a
Meditation

Saturday
2:00p
Sanctuary
Reserved

10:00a
Women’s
AA

11:30a
Circle 2
12th Night
Brunch
12:00p
Angeli Choir
4:00p
Youth Group

7:30p
Bible Study

8:00p
Men’s
Basketball

7:30p
Stephen
Ministry

STAFF & CONGREGATION LEADERSHIP:
Rev. Carol Hill, Senior Minister
Pastor Mollie Foster, Associate Minister
Teri Biedke, Director of Children Ministries
Sasha Gerritson, Director of Music Ministries
Thom Goodwin, Vice-Chair of the Congregation
Shelley O’Brien, Director of Children Ministries
Laura Sissman, Chair of the Congregation
Liz Swanson, Director of Pastoral Services
Jaclyn Weir, Parish Coordinator

Next Sunday
8:30a
Chapel
Worship
10:00a
Worship

pastorcarol@parkridgecommunitychurch.org
pastormollie@parkridgecommunitychurch.org
sundayschool@parkridgecommunitychurch.org
sasha@parkridgecommunitychurch.org
thom@parkridgecommunitychurch.org
sundayschool@parkridgecommunitychurch.org
laura@parkridgecommunitychurch.org
liz@parkridgecommunitychurch.org
office@parkridgecommunitychurch.org

