
'It's an exciting time': Park Ridge 

Community Church celebrates 175 

years of Christian fellowship 

 
 

Interim Pastor Reverend Doctor David Ezekiel delivers his sermon during the morning's service at Park Ridge Community Church 

on Jan. 28 in Park Ridge. (Eric P. Davis/Pioneer Press) 
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A Park Ridge congregation that traces its roots to early settlement times is marking a 

major milestone this year. 

Park Ridge Community Church is commemorating its 175th anniversary with a year of 

special events, including opportunities to document memories and perform acts of 

community service. 

"It's hard to wrap my head around — 175 years," said Paula Mack, a member of the 

church for about 25 years. "I'm happy to be part of the church as it grows toward its next 

175th. It's an exciting time for the church." 
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Affiliated with the United Church of Christ, Park Ridge Community Church is a 

nondenominational Christian church, its congregation a mix of faith backgrounds, said 

Liz Swanson, director of pastoral services. 

"Our statement of purpose even says we have a diversity in faith, but a unity in Christ," 

she said. 

The anniversary year officially began Jan. 22. According to church members, it was on 

that day in 1843 that a group of early settlers met to organize the Monroe 

Congregational Church. 

A book published by church historians to mark Park Ridge Community Church's 150th 

anniversary in 1993 states that hand-written documents from the time noted that the 

congregation's early years consisted of worshiping inside various school houses dotting 

the area. In 1848, a church was built near Dee and Talcott roads, but was sold nine years 

later, the book said. The congregation worshipped in the Brickton (Park Ridge) 

Methodist Church for a time and, three years after the Civil War, renamed itself 

Brickton Congregational Church and moved to Grant Place School in Park Ridge, 

historians wrote. 

Finally, in 1876, thanks to a gift of land from Leonard Hodges — the namesake of 

today's Hodges Park — a Gothic-style church was built adjacent to the park, where 

congregants worshipped until 1950 when a new church, still used today and constructed 

next to the brick "community house" that was erected in 1925, was built. 

The name Park Ridge Community Church was adopted in April 1917, historians said. 

Part of this year's 175th anniversary celebration involves community service or, more 

aptly, a challenge to practice "175 acts of kindness." To help provide ideas, a list of 

charitable acts is available at the church, some involving ongoing congregational 

initiatives, like serving a meal at a homeless shelter, which happens regularly each 

month, Swanson said. 

"But we have additional things for people to do too, like let the person at the grocery 

store go ahead of you in line, or give someone a smile on the street," she said. "The idea 

is, anybody can be involved in a random act of kindness at any one given time." 

Congregants of all ages are invited to document their deeds on pieces of paper and hang 

them on a cross in the sanctuary. 



Special celebrations are also in the planning stages, including of series of concerts, a 

"Strawberry Social" in June and a homecoming in the early fall, during which former 

members who have moved away and retired clergy will be invited to gather, Swanson 

said. 

"It will just be an open invitation to all," she said. 

The church normally hosts a variety of ministries and community outreach throughout 

the year, like monthly collections for the Maine Township Food Pantry, opportunities to 

volunteer at Lincoln Park Community Shelter, yoga, Bible study, musical ensembles, AA 

meetings, a Women's Circle, youth groups, educational opportunities for children and 

adults, an annual pumpkin sale, and a medical lending closet. 

The church has a membership of about 325 households, according to the church's 

website. Many joined after growing up in other Christian faiths, Swanson said. 

This was true for congregants Paula Mack and Katie Reboletti, both of whom were 

raised Catholic. 

"What really drew me was that we were all of different faith backgrounds, and everyone 

was welcome regardless of what their faith background was," said Mack, who, with her 

husband, Bob, raised two children in the church. "We consider ourselves a tight-knit 

community of faith family." 

"We were literally church shopping," Reboletti said of how she and her husband, Keith, 

discovered Park Ridge Community Church nearly 30 years ago. "It's not that big of a 

church, so when we stopped by, we were overwhelmed by the welcome. It was such a 

warm welcome from everybody — and we never left." 

Like Mack, Reboletti said she felt a strong sense of welcomeness among diversity within 

the Christian faith. 

"The doors could not be open any wider; truly all are welcome," she said. "I think we 

believe as a church family that it's not our job to judge anybody. It's God's job, not ours, 

and we feel God meets us wherever we are." 
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