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Happy Campers: Water in the Wilderness                                  
AUGUST 22, 2021_______________________________________________                             __________________________                 
 

WELCOME! 

We hope worship today nurtures your heart and transforms your mind. At PRCC, we realize we need each 

other and commit to pray for each other. We reach out in love and compassion to a world in need, knowing 

we are a work in progress. No matter who you are, where you are on life’s journey, you are welcome here. 
 

WELCOME 

PRELUDE                                                                               

*CALL TO WORSHIP                                                                                                        

From Abraham and Sarah, to Moses and Miriam, to you and me,  
The people of God have faithfully begun the journey without certainty of where they were headed.  
 

May we have the courage to follow God’s lead! 
 

Being a people on the move requires  
flexibility, collaboration, and care.  
 

May we have the courage to follow God’s lead! 
 

Protection, Singing, Eating, Drinking, and  
Community make for happy campers! 
 

May we have the courage to follow God’s lead! 
 

As holy wanderers, we journey together,  
finding our way into the promise of the future.  
 

May we have the courage to follow God’s lead! 
 

*HYMN                                                                            O Master Let Me Walk with Thee                                                      see insert 
 

PRAYER OF CONFESSION                                                                                                                      

God of mercy, hear our prayer. 
 

When your desert people cried out to you in hunger and in thirst, 
you gave them bread from heaven and brought out water from the rock. 
 

When the poor and needy seek sustenance and there is none; 
when their tongues are parched with thirst, you answer them: 
“I, the God of Israel, will not forsake you!” 
 
We—your people, too—hungry and thirsty for righteousness, 
cry out: “Do not forsake us!” 
But your answer comes, confounding and convicting: 
“Do not forsake me!” you say. 
 
“You, Lord?” we respond. “When did we see you?” 
Then, like a feast spread before us, 
you reveal your fullness in our neighbor’s longing gaze. 
 
In your mercy you have created enough for our neighbor and for us, 
except that we desire so much. 
 

In your mercy you show us that our unbridled desire is killing both of us. 
In your mercy, you show us the connection between our need for righteousness and our neighbor’s 
need for water. 
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Free us from our greed, O God of mercy. 
Pound righteousness from our stony hearts—like water from a rock— 
that our neighbor may know no want; 
that our lives might once more be full. 

 

Silent Prayers are Offered 
 

WORDS OF ASSURANCE 

Our God has heard our prayers and offers us the water of life.  In the name of Christ, we are forgiven and 

filled with God’s abundant grace.  
 

Thanks be to God! Amen. 
 

*GLORIA PATRI                                                                                                                                 
Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Ghost. 

As it was in the beginning, is now and ever shall be, world without end. Amen. 
 

*PASSING THE PEACE 
 

FIRST READING                                                                               John 4:7-15                      
 

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE                                                            Backpack Blessing 
 

PASTORAL PRAYER & THE LORD’S PRAYER  

Our Father, who art in Heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on Earth as 

it is in Heaven. Give us this day our daily bread and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. And 

lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom and the power and the 

glory forever. Amen.      
 

MUSICAL RESPONSE                                                               Seek Ye First, v. 2 

 

PREACHING LESSON                                           Exodus 17: 1-6 
                                                                         This is the word of God for the People of God.  
                                                                                                   Thanks be to God. 

 

SERMON                                                                                      Rocky Waters                                                  Rev. Carol Hill 

INVITATION TO OFFERING                                          Sunday School Message                                             Candace McGuffey 
 

OFFERTORY                                                                               
 

*DOXOLOGY                                                                                                                                              
                                 Praise God from whom all blessings flow. Praise God all creatures here below.                               
                                   Praise God above ye heavenly host.  Praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost. Amen.                                                

 

*PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING                                                                                                                                

God of the journey, we rejoice that we have been blessed with so much, even when we wander in the 

wilderness.  Inspire us to share generously so that others might find sustenance along the way. 

Shape us into your people, who care for one another, offering all that we have for the common 

good.  Guide and bless us on our way. Amen. 

 

HYMN                                                                                                  Here I Am Lord                                                    see insert  
 

BENEDICTION                                                               
 

POSTLUDE                                                                          
                                                                                          

* INDICATES TO PLEASE RISE IN BODY AND SPIRIT, IF ABLE                            BOLD INDICATES TO SPEAK ALOUD IN ONE VOICE, IF ABLE 

 
 

 
 



 
LEADING US IN WORSHIP AUGUST 22, 2021 

Rev. Carol Hill, Senior Minister      Sasha Gerritson, Director of Music Ministries 
Pastor Mollie Foster, Associate Minister     Angie & Andrew Weber, musicians 
Liz Swanson, Director of Pastoral Services Sue Douglass, organist 
Greg Sarlo, Lector                                                                                                                                                    
 
Ushers: Barb Madro, Marty McHugh, Chris Browning, Gretchen Kapolnek, Jim Sindt, and Kati Weber.  

 

SEPTEMBER WORSHIP SERVICES 
Our final Tent Service will be Rally Day, September 12th. Beginning on September 19th, we will begin to offer two services again; 

an 8:30 am service inside of the Chapel and a 10:00 am service held outside on the Church Lawn. We will continue to meet 

outside, as the weather permits, until October 31st.  In the event of bad weather, we will move both services inside.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

One of the gifts of community is that hold one another in prayer.  Each week, we share our joys and sorrows with 
one another so that we might feel the support of community. No one is alone. God is with us, and we are supporting 
one another.  

WE PRAY FOR THOSE IN OUR CONGREGATION AND OUR LOVED ONES:  
Heather Cannon, Erika Cornelisen, Kylie Figgins, Jon Forsythe, Edith E. Hurlburt, Tom Kapolnek, Candace Kidston, Walter and 
Christina Kotecki, Geri LeDuc, Lurana Nelson, Leo Netko, Dean Muenzer, Reggie Pantazi, Susan Ruth, Ann Stutts, Kathleen 
Weller, Joyce Wright, Kate Zoellner. 

PRAYER REQUESTS FROM AUGUST 15TH: 
 

• Birthdays include Carrie P. and Zach N. on 8/16; Grace T. & Alex B. 8/17; Aria G. & Amanda B. 8/18; Charles G. on 
8/19; James & Peter M., Carla P.. and Kelly M. on 8/21. 

• We celebrate Evan S.'s Eagle Scout Award on 8/15. 
• It's a joy to report that 3 year old Carson has had her 6 month follow up and remains cancer free, and is looking 

forward to the arrival of her baby brother in January.  
• We celebrate our Young Adult gathering from this last week and the ways that relationship and connection can 

provide joy! We also celebrate a wonderful week of Junior Choir Camp, led by Sasha and team, which included over 15 
kids singing and praising, experiencing the joy of music! 

• Please hold our students and teachers in your prayers this week as schools resume...we pray for safety, kindness, 
wisdom, and lessons taught. 

• Colleen M wanted to give us an update on her friend Katie for whom we had been praying. Katie is battling a very 
serious form of cancer while raising a young son but is currently much better and although she is sick, she is able to 
live her life well. 

• Jaclyn asks us to pray for her aunt Deanie who has had a pacemaker put in Friday morning. 
• Please pray for Mark H. and family as they have the difficult task of saying good bye to their loyal & beloved pet, 

Charlie. Charlie has joined us many times in Sunday service and will be missed. 
• We hold Cindy K's mother Betty in our prayers, as she has begun hospice care.  Our prayers are with Betty, Cindy, and 

their whole family in this holy time.  
• Katie R asks for prayers for her sister Rosy who will be facing surgery on 9/13. Rosy faces many different medical 

challenges and we continue to hold her in prayer as she approaches another surgery. 
• Please pray for Bruce N as he is healing at home after a brief stay in LGH and now gains his strength back. Also keep 

his loving caregiver Karen in your prayers as well. 
• We pray for our friends in various stages of recovery from surgery.  Please keep Pat T & Marty M in your prayers, both 

fresh off of surgery this week.  As well as Tracy P. whose knee replacement was a couple of weeks ago and is still 
working toward rehabilitation & pain management. 

• Colleen M asks us to pray for 10 year old, Aubrey who had surgery to remove a brain tumor and now is fighting an 
infection. 

• We pray for Pastor Carol’s Grandma Carolyn as she has a colonoscopy in preparation for colon surgery. 
• We hold in our prayers a number of our church families helping with, in the middle of or contemplating a move to new 

homes. Moving can be a big job and deep source of stress at a time when there is already much stress in the world and 
so we hold all those in transition in our prayers. 

• Tricia asks us to pray for her friends and our neighbors in Haiti, whose struggles are so intense: the assassination of 
the president, earthquake killing over 300 and a potential tropical storm, while so many are barely getting by - we 
hold this nation of people in our hearts and prayers. 

• We pray for our planet and the ways we respond to the environmental crisis we are facing. May we feel prompted into 
action being careful stewards of this earth. 

• Please hold in your prayers the family and friends of Gordon Smith, Ginny F's cousin who entered life in the 
Resurrection 8/9.  We pray for all those grieving the loss of Gordy. 

PRAYER REQUESTS 



 
 

 

 

 

 



 

 



 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

FELLOWSHIP MOVIE NIGHTS 
People of all ages are invited to our Summer Movie Nights under the big tent! So, bring your chairs, blankets, and friends!  Feel 

free to bring your own snacks and beverages!  The Fellowship Team will be selling popcorn and candy!  Movies will begin at 

7:45 pm.  Last Showing August 27: “E.T.”  

WORLD CAFÉ ONA 
Saturday, August 28th at 9:30 am 

Kathy Chandler will lead us through a World Cafe -like process of finding just the right words that reflect ALL ARE WELCOME 
HERE. Clarifying who we mean when we say “all” can be life-changing - as life changing as really understanding that God’s 
grace and love is for all, and we mean all.  This conversation is practical, is theological, and is about who we are as a church. 
There WILL be childcare available for this event. Following the World Cafe , the Social Justice Team will draft an ONA Covenant 
and will submit it to the Board of Directors. Then the Board will determine when and if we will hold a congregational vote to 
adopt the covenant.  
 

SEPTEMBER 11TH VIGIL 
We will be hosting a vigil on September 11th to commemorate the 20th anniversary of that day in our nation’s history. Gather 
with us at 7 pm for a time of prayer and honor for those we lost.  
 

FELLOWSHIP GOLF TOURNAMENT 
SAVE THE DATE – Tee off will be at 3:30 pm on September 19th at the TAM Golf Course. 
 
PRCC COUPLES RETREAT 
Oct. 1st – 3rd 
Whether you are still considering marriage or have been married for 50 years, you will not want to miss this opportunity to 
enrich your relationship, spend time relaxing with your beloved, and enjoy fellowship with other couples from PRCC. This 
weekend retreat will blend large and small group conversations, time to relax and reconnect with your partner, and culminate 

with a worship service with recommittal. You can register online or through the Church Office. 
 
 

 

 
VOLUNTEER WALKERS 
Volunteers needed to lend an arm to anyone who might need a little support walking across the grass to the tent.  We have a 
few members who find walking across the grass a bit difficult and would appreciate having a supportive presence next to them 
as they make their way to the worship area under the tent.  Some might like an arm to hold on to or help carrying their 
chair.  Others come without chairs so help setting out some chairs is also appreciated. Please contact Liz Swanson or the 
Church Office if you can help!  
 

JOIN THE OUTREACH TEAM! 
Join us at the next Christian Outreach Committee meeting which will be held under the tent on Wednesday, September 8 at 
7:00 pm.    All are welcome! 

 
 
 
 

CHILDREN’S MINISTRY VOLUNTEERS NEEDED! 
Come experience one of the most rewarding ways to serve in our church! We are looking for Sunday School teachers, helpers, 

and volunteers for Children’s Ministry events.  We will be planning in advance and delegating responsibilities so you know 

exactly what and when we need you! Contact Shelley to sign up and join the team! 

NURSERY STAFF NEEDED 
We are looking for new staff members for our Nursery on Sunday mornings and Thursday evenings. Childcare is provided from 

8 am to 11 am on Sunday mornings and on Thursday evenings from 5 pm to 9 pm. Pay starts at $10 an hour. These hours are 

flexible and we invite you to volunteer as your schedule allows. Please contact the Church Office or Shelley O'Brien for any 

questions or if you would like to volunteer! We thank you all in advance for considering this beautiful ministry. We will be 

requiring that all adults working with children wear masks at all times.  

UPCOMING EVENTS  

VOLUNTEER! 

YOUTH AND CHILDREN’S MINISTRY 



 

SUNDAY SCHOOL REGISTRATION 
If you would like to register for the coming Sunday School year, you may do so through the Church Office, by contacting Shelley 

O’Brien, or on our website - https://www.parkridgecommunitychurch.org/christian-education 

YOUTH MINISTRY PARENT MEETING 
Sunday, September 19th at 6 pm on the Carriage House Driveway 

All parents are invited for a quick meeting to learn more about the Youth Ministry Year and Summer 2022 Mission Trip 

destination and registration! Rain plan will be Jordan Hall.  

 
  

https://www.parkridgecommunitychurch.org/christian-education


 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Save the Date – Rally Day! 
 

September 12th at 10 am 
 

Join us for a day of celebration and fellowship as we kick off our Fall Worship programs! 

 

10 am - Outdoor Church Service under the Tent 

11:30 am – Bike Parade 

12:00 pm – Lunch (individual, boxed lunches) 

Other Activities – 

- Corn Hole Tournament 

   - The Wehman Band will provide music 

   - Carnival Games 

 

We will also have more information on upcoming ministries such as Bible Study and Youth programs. 
Sunday School registration will also be open as well as information on various ways to volunteer. We are 
so exited to WELCOME YOU HOME! 

 
 


