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THE PARK RIDGE 
COMMUNITY CHURCH 
NEWSLETTER    

November 2018

THE ACT OF THANKS GIVING 
“I thank my God every time I mention you in my prayers.  I’m thankful for all of you every time I pray, and 
it’s always a prayer full of joy.” Philippians 1:3-4  

The act of giving thanks can be as simple as a “thank you” as someone opens a door or says 
“bless you” after a sneeze.  It can be a quick card sent to a friend after receiving a gift, or it can be 
a quiet conversation at the bedside of a loved one as you prepare to say goodbye.  The act of 
giving thanks can be quite simple, but it’s a very significant thing.   

In saying “thank you,” whether written or spoken, the thanker is acknowledging how the action 
of another has impacted them. The thanker is taking the time to let the giver know that they 
noticed and appreciated whatever it was that was received.  In receiving that thing, big or small, 
it was significant enough to pause and take note of.  Saying thanks confirms that we know that 
the gift was from particular person, not just the universe generally.  And finally, giving thanks is an 
act of humility as we step back to reflect that we are not entitled to such a gift, but it’s freely 
given and that gift has blessed our lives.  

For the giver, knowing that the gift arrived, was acknowledged and 
mattered can be hugely important. Sometimes the conversation that 
follows is as transformative as the gift itself, as gifts are often symbols 
of the importance of relationship and care. Sometimes gifts are given 
and quickly forgotten, so receiving thanks is a reminder of the 
importance of that relationship and the care that prompted that 
particular gift.  When we give gifts to one another, we take a risk, 
hoping that it would be received and be exactly right. Hearing 
“thanks” helps to assuage any worry and lets us know that indeed the 
thought and intention was well spent.  

Both giver and thanker are impacted by the act of thanks giving.  

While giving thanks in our relationships with one another is important, 
it’s even more important in our relationship with God.  Sometimes our 
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prayers can become focused on all the things we need or want from God, rattling off the list of 
folks and woes that are in need of God’s grace.  Our thanks can be stifled into an abbreviated 
“Thanks for all my blessings” without spending time actually considering all the gifts God has 
given us.  For all the same reasons why saying thank you to one another can change us, so, too, 
does giving God thanks change us.  Our hearts become attuned to the gifts from God, 
undeserved, and appreciated. Gifts from God can be as subtle as a moment of peace while 
holding a baby or momentous like getting good news after an anxious wait.  Our lives are 
brimming with gifts from God – our family, our friendships, our church, our homes, food on the 
table, safety and freedom, opportunities to grow and learn, children in our midst, creation in all 
its wonder…the list goes on and on.  

As we prepare for All Saints Celebrations and Thanksgiving celebrations, I hope that each of us 
takes time out to really allow our souls to give thanks.  Let us give thanks to our faithful God who 
continues to lead us, shape us, challenge us, and heal us.  Let us give thanks for the ways that our 
community has enriched our walk of life and journey with God.  Let us give thanks for the 
sustaining grace of our Almighty Creator who promises to never leave us or forsake us.  Let us 
give thanks and praise with our words, our songs, and our actions.  

I give thanks that God has brought me to the Park Ridge Community Church in this time and 
place.  I give thanks that God has allowed me the opportunity to minister among you.  I give God 
thanks for relationships that have begun and those that are yet to be formed.  I give God thanks 
that even when we least expect it, God is planting seeds and waiting to surprise us with a harvest 
of hope.  THANKS be to God!! 

Pastor Carol 

 
 

 

 

 

A Prayer Meditation for All Saints Day 

Safiyah Fosua 

We give you thanks, O God, for all the saints who ever worshiped you 

Whether in brush arbors or cathedrals, 

Weathered wooden churches or crumbling cement meeting houses 

Where your name was lifted and adored. 

We give you thanks, O God, for hands lifted in praise:  

Manicured hands and hands stained with grease or soil, 

Strong hands and those gnarled with age 

Holy hands 

Used as wave offerings across the land. 

We thank you, God, for hardworking saints;  

Whether hard-hatted or steel-booted,  

Head ragged or aproned, 

Blue-collared or three-piece-suited  

They left their mark on the earth for you, for us, for our children to come. 

Thank you, God, for the tremendous sacrifices made by those who have gone before us. 

Bless the memories of your saints, God. 

May we learn how to walk wisely from their examples of faith, dedication, worship, and love. 
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A TIME FOR THANKSGIVING 

Thanksgiving tends to get lost between the scary costumes of Halloween and the commercialization of 

Christmas.  With too much to eat, lots of laughter, and a television or two going in the background with at 

least one football game on, many families gather for a long weekend.  So, this is an opportune time to 

pause and reflect on those things for which you are thankful.   

Thanksgiving reminds us of how important it is to say “thank you.”  It seems sadly emblematic of the way 

the forces of irony and entitlement have produced a culture who often have no idea how to express 

simple, unqualified gratitude.  Therefore, we need Thanksgiving.  It reminds us that we are bankrupt when 

it comes to offering thanks that are commensurate with our debts.  Only an outpouring of God's love can 

open our eyes and warm our hearts, making us glad and grateful.  And that outpouring is another word 

for grace.    

In early New England it was the custom at Thanksgiving time to place five grains of corn at every plate as a 

reminder of those stern days in the first winter when the food of the Pilgrims was so depleted that only a 

few grains of corn were rationed to each individual.  The Pilgrims wanted their children to remember the 

sacrifice, the suffering, and the hardships which made possible the settlement of a free people in a free 

land.  They wanted to keep alive the memory of that terrible first winter which took such a toll of their 

lives.  They did not want their descendants to ever forget that on the day in which their ration was 

severely reduced, only seven healthy colonists remained to nurse the sick, and that nearly half their 

original number lay in a windswept graveyard on the hill.   

They did not want to forget that when the sun came up on that Thanksgiving Day, there came into the 

hearts of each one of them a longing to get to that little church at the center of the community.  They did 

not know that the other ones were feeling the same as they were.  Before the morning was over on that 

Thanksgiving Day, every colonist who was able to be there physically, and some who were not, had 

gathered in that little church, without any announcement, to give thanks to God.  They sang praises to 

God, and then went home to sit down to a Thanksgiving dinner of five grains of yellow corn.   

I would like to make this suggestion for Thanksgiving: before placing our turkey, and dressing, and yams, 

and corn, and peas, and rolls, and pumpkin pie, and all the other delicious food on our tables, let us first 

put five grains of corn on each plate.  Then, take a moment to give thanks for at least five blessings that 

you have experienced this year – one for each grain of corn.   

Like our Pilgrim forebears, let us use this as an opportunity to remember the good things of this year, and 

be reminded of the struggles which we have endured.  Each holds its own promise of blessing: the good 

reminds us of God's grace; the struggles, with God’s help, serve to make us stronger.  As the song affirms, 

“count your blessings, name them one by one, and it will surprise you what the Lord has done.”
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WORSHIP 
JOIN US IN NOVEMBER 
FOR WORSHIP 
 

November 4 Twenty-fourth Sunday after Pentecost 
(Food    Holy Communion 
Collection)  All Saints Sunday 
  Service of Remembrance  
  Daylight Savings Time ends 
   
November 11 Twenty-fifth Sunday after Pentecost 
  Giving Tree Set Up 
   
November 18 Twenty-sixth Sunday after Pentecost 

  Thanksgiving Service 
  Grief in the Holidays 
   
November 25 Twenty-seventh Sunday after Pentecost 
  Reign of Christ 

One Service at 10:00am  
Moravian Love Feast 

 

• Nursery Care is available each Sunday for 
infants through 5 years.  

 
 

PASTOR CAROL 
LEADING WORSHIP 
NOVEMBER 4th  
Pastor Carol will be leading both worship services on 
November 4th. The Chicago Tribune wrote an article 
featuring Pastor Carol, visit 
http://www.chicagotribune.com/suburbs/niles/comm
unity/chi-ugc-article-new-pastor-joins-park-ridge-
community-church-2018-10-16-story.html if you 
would like to read it.  

 

 

THANKSGIVING 
COMMUNITY SERVICE 

7pm Service on Tuesday, November 20 
Dessert Reception to follow 
Park Ridge Presbyterian Church  
1300 West Crescent Avenue, Park Ridge, IL 

The service will feature a sermon provided by Rev. 
Carol Hill, the new senior pastor of Park Ridge 
Community Church. The music will be provided by a 
joint choir and music ensemble.  

 

CHRISTMAS GIVING 
TREE 

This year we are again partnering with Maryville to 
provide Christmas gifts for children and young adults 
in several of their outreach ministries.  
A Giving Tree  will be set up in the 
Sanctuary on November 11th.  You 
may select an ornament from the tree 
that contains the wish list of one of 
their residents.  Look for more 
information in the weeks to come. 
 

MORAVIAN LOVE FEAST  
November 25th  
The Moravian Love Feast is A favorite Advent 
tradition shared in Moravian Christian Communities 
across the world and in Moravian settlements (i.e. 
Bethlehem PA, Old Salem, NC and Door County, WI). 
Please join us for this short, simple service to sing the 
carols of the season, listen to the story of Christ's 
birth and enjoy a cup of sweetened decaf coffee and 
a special home baked bun. It's a perfect way to 
center ourselves on the reason for the season. 
 

THANKSGIVING OFFICE 
HOURS  

Please note that the Church Office will be closed 
Wednesday November 21st at noon through Friday, 
November 23rd in observance of the Thanksgiving 
Holiday. 

http://www.chicagotribune.com/suburbs/niles/community/chi-ugc-article-new-pastor-joins-park-ridge-community-church-2018-10-16-story.html
http://www.chicagotribune.com/suburbs/niles/community/chi-ugc-article-new-pastor-joins-park-ridge-community-church-2018-10-16-story.html
http://www.chicagotribune.com/suburbs/niles/community/chi-ugc-article-new-pastor-joins-park-ridge-community-church-2018-10-16-story.html
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OUR PRAYER 
MINISTRY  

In this time of Thanksgiving, praise God and give 
thanks for blessings seen & unseen and please 
encourage and support in prayer, those listed below: 

Martha Bridges, Erika Cornelisen, Kylie Figgins, Jon 
Forsythe, Edith E. Hurlburt, Tom Kapolnek, Candace 
Kidston, Walter and Christina Kotecki, Gerri Le Duc, Jim 
Lego, Lurana Nelson, Leo Netko, Pauline Numrych, Susan 
Ruth, Ann Stutts, Ginny Sutton, Joyce Wright, Bill Zoellner, 
Kate Zoellner. 

We also keep in our prayers the following October 
requests: 

Joys  
-Anita and Stu Rifikind welcomed their first 
grandchild, Alyssa Rae on September 28th.   
-Susan Ruth grateful for the Senior Contact 
Committee. 
-Joys for all of the ways we put our faith into action 
including our Comfort Puppies! 
-Grateful for hospital chaplains.  

Healing and Recovery 
-For all of those impacted by the 
 tsunami and earthquakes in Indonesia.  
-Richard Ricciotti who is battling cancer.  
-For the granddaughter of Angie Pappasavas 
colleague who is battling a severe medical condition.  
-For the family member of Sheila who is struggling 
with addiction issues.  
-Sharon Kemerer asks for prayers for her cousin  
waiting on results for medical testing.  
-Prayers for Jean Baker’s fiancée, Ewald, who is 
experiencing ongoing medical issues.  
-Sasha is grateful for a good report for her stepfather. 
-Continued prayers of healing for Sue Douglass.   
 

Birthdays/Anniversaries 
- Pastor David 
- Mike Artrip 
 
Life in the Resurrection  
- Stan Sobor, Layne Braden’s son in law.  

Prayer requests can be sent to the front office 

or given to the Ushers during Worship. 

SERVICE OF 
REMEMBRANCE 
On Sunday November 4th at 7:30 p.m. there will be a 
special service to honor the memories of loved ones 
within our church family who have died during the 
past year.  The names of those who will be honored 
are listed below, if you have someone you would like 
to include in this service, please phone Liz Swanson.   
Jennifer Braden   Eric Strauts 
Leslie DeCarl   Sally Wright 
Cynthia Duwel   Jack Bridges 
Pat Livensparger   Bob Schumm     
Lisa Larson   Thomas Berry  
Joan Ebner   Tom Gasche     
Bill Riley    Susan Meyer        
Marti Nagel   Mae Block   
Bob Beall   Jean Black 
Scott Wind   Terry Zazvrskey 
Ginger Riley   Robert Patterson 
Phyllis Hannon Pierce  Becky Cohen 
Phyllis Whitford   Angie Peters 
Dee McPheters   Joyce Tuohey 
Beth Astrid Brenner  Charles Johnson 
Edith Mandolini   Tonly Armstrong 
Max Zauawell   William Lehman 
Lud and Margaret Huck  Marsha Barfield 
Pauline Brozer   Madeline Nelson 
Ryan Sernel   Brian Muno 
Lynda Santrella   Stan Sobor 
Elanor Jacobson   William Lehman 
Ted Rauser   Jack Ratekin 
Peg Swensen   Henriettè Santrella 
Doug Runnels   Betty Lapp 
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STEPHEN 
MINISTRY  
MESSAGE 
By Anita Rifkind 

The reason I speak to them in parables is that ‘seeing 
they do not perceive, and hearing they do not listen, 

nor do they understand.' With them indeed is fulfilled 
the prophecy of Isaiah that says: ‘You will indeed 

listen, but never understand, and you will indeed look, 
but never perceive. Matthew 13:13-14 NSRV 

Antarctica was much in the news this past week. 
First, intrepid underwater biologists have 
discovered that a sea cucumber that looks like a 
translucent headless chicken lives on the bottom 
of the ocean there. Previously, this creature had 
never been seen the southern hemisphere, let 
alone in the cold waters of Antarctica. (As far as 
discoveries go, this one is, well, pretty ugly.) The 
fact is that no one had previously found it there 
because no one thought to look for it. 

The second discovery was that the wind blowing 
over the snow pack on the ice shelf makes some 
very spooky sounds that had never been heard 
before and which apparently change with the 
temperature of the ice. (If you Goggle “Weird 
Antarctica Wind Noise” you can decide for 
yourself how monumental this discovery is.) It 
appears that the sounds, which are caused by 

the ice vibrating, haven’t been heard before 
because no one was listening.   

Jesus was always telling his followers to listen, 
and used stories (parables) that up-ended 
convention and required his listeners to pay 
attention to the details in order to understand 
something new. He even referred back to the 
prophet Isaiah, who also regularly lamented the 
limited perceptive skills of the people of faith of 
his time.   

Truth be told, all of us have a tendency to see 
and hear pretty much what we expect. It is 
human nature. Indeed it may even be a 
genetically inherited survival skill for homo 
sapiens look for patterns in the chaos, organize 
our surroundings into manageable pieces, filter 
out the ambient noise so that we can hear what 
we think is important.  It takes a real jolt for us to 
look past our own prejudices and 
preconceptions to see something in a different 
way, to hear a new song.  

Sometimes that jolt can be ugly, not unlike a 
headless chicken-shaped sea cucumber that we 
have no idea what to do with, or as jarring as rap 
music (and I use the term music loosely  – lol), or 
more typically, we find ourselves in the middle of 
a miserable experience that we didn’t expect, 
don’t want, and can’t  understand.  

A Stephen Minister is available to be with you as 
try to figure out what to do with the ugly mess 
you have been handed, and to help you listen for 
the sound of the spirit blowing over the snow-
covered places of your soul.  Contact either 
Pastor David or Pastor Carol (847-823-3164) or 
Ginny Fuerer (847-840-7082) to discuss how a 
Stephen Minister might help you if you are 
experiencing a rough patch. I can pretty much 
guarantee that there won’t be any rap music 
involved. 
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FALL 

NEWS 

Coffee Hour 
Coffee Hour is a cherished time of fellowship each 
Sunday. To continue this special tradition, we need 
volunteers to host! Sign up with your family or 
friends, and bring your receipts, so you can be 
reimbursed for your purchases. If you'd like to sign 
up, please contact Lauren Kleingers at 847-513-4051 
or lauren.kleingers@gmail.com. Thanks in advance! 

Looking to Serve at PRCC? 
The membership committee is looking for a few 
additional members. If this is an area you are 
interested in serving at PRCC in this area please 
contact any of our membership committee 
members.: Paula Mack, co-chair   Tricia Williams, co-
chair, Larry Adams, Sarah Born, Lauren Kleingers,         
Keith Reboletti, and Julie Smith 

DECEMBER CC NEWS 
Please note that the deadline to have something 
published in the December edition of the CC News is  
November 19th  

CHAIR YOGA 
Mark your calendar and save the date!  
Chair Yoga will return on Tuesday, 
November 13th at 10:30am! 

175TH ANNIVERSARY 
JUSTICE PROJECT 
We will be collecting men’s suits, as well as shirts and 
ties, to donate to Statesville. If you have a suit to 
donate, please hang them on the coat rack 
downstairs labeled for Statesville.  

STATESVILLE PRISON 
CHOIR 
We were able to give 35 blue 
robes and 35 gold stoles to the 
Statesville Choir to be used for 
choir performances. The robes 
are a wonderful way to 
provide professionalism and 
dignity to their choir efforts.  
 

ONE BOOK, 
ONE PRCC 
The Monday night book study 
will continue to meet through 
November 12th. We will finish The Future of Faith and 
then will continue by discussing the Gospel of 
Thomas.  
CROP WALK 
Stewardship is certainly alive and well here at 
PRCC.  We wanted 45 walkers for the Crop Walk and 
were hoping for 50.  We had 53…..largest group in the 
Walk.  We’re not quite at our goal of $9,000 but I 
know we still have donations coming in.  Currently we 
are at $6,000 (not the leader this year) but the final 
on-line report will be coming a bit later.  Thanks to all 
who walked, donated to a walker, supported our 
benefits and our “noisy collection” which totaled 
$157.89.  You are truly grateful givers! 

mailto:lauren.kleingers@gmail.com
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FALL 

NEWS 

KINDRED SPIRITS CAFÉ  

All are welcome to join us on Tuesday’s for lunch in 
Jordan Hall.  Just bring your sack lunch and we will 
provide a delicious dessert and beverages.  You can 
plan on coming first to Chair Yoga in the Great Hall at 
10:15 or just come when you can.  November 
activities are as follows: 

11/6– Celebrate November Birthdays & Bingo 

11/13 – Get to know Pastor Carol 

11/20 – Give Thanks! 

11/27 – Gail Benedetto Travel Tales 

If you need more information or have questions, 
please call Liz Swanson. 

KNITTING KNIGHTS  
As the winter approaches, are you looking for 
something to brighten those dark evenings?  If so, 
connect with the Knitting Knights of PRCC.  We meet 
the first and third Mondays of the month at 7 p.m. in 
Jordan Hall – November 5th and 19th.  If you need 
more information or would like a take home project, 
please contact Liz Swanson. 

 

 

 
 

MEMBERSHIP NEWS 
 We welcomed two new members last month; Cheryll 
and Joe DeYoung. You know them because they’ve 
been regularly attending PRCC for some time but 
now it’s official. If you’d like more information about 
becoming a member at PRCC feel free to talk with 
any of the membership committee members. 
  
Our next New Member Sunday is April 28, 2019. 
The rumors are true! We are bringing back name 
tags. They will be clip-on style and will be available 
for members to grab in either the Narthex or the Park 
Place room depending on where you usually enter 
the church. 
   
Look for the new “Keep in Touch” mailbox to be 
placed on the wall near the Courtland Ave. entrance 
by the sitting area this month. Forms will be available 
for members and non-members to share what they 
appreciate and what they wish for at PRCC. 
Membership committee members will check the 
mailbox and share comments with the appropriate 
person or committee.  
 
We are grateful for our regular Sunday morning 
coffee hour and consider it a wonderful time of 
connection for our church family and friends. We 
know that it wouldn’t happen without volunteers. If 
you’d like to host a coffee hour, please contact 
Lauren Kleingers at  
lauren.kleingers@gmail.com 

 
Membership Committee members: Tricia Williams 

and Paula Mack, co-chairs, 
Larry Adams, Sarah Born, Caroline Dase, Lauren 

Kleingers, Keith Reboletti, Julie Smith 

 

 

mailto:lauren.kleingers@gmail.com
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On THURSDAY, November 29th, beginning at 6:30 p.m., 

join the Chancel Choir for a holiday dinner at the Park 

Ridge Country Club, as we celebrate the 175th anniversary 

of our beloved congregation. This is the final event in a 

yearlong series! Tickets are $75 per person, and include 

wine/beer, appetizers, dinner, coffee, dessert and the 

opportunity to hear our choir sing some holiday favorites. 

Come, join us in celebrating our 175 years of faithful service 

to God and our community! 

 Please see Sasha or Barbara Scharringhausen  

to purchase tickets 
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SUNDAY 

SCHOOL 

  NEWS 
Sunday School 2018-19 
All preschool through high school children are invited 
to Sunday school! Please fill out a registration form 
for contact and allergy info. Bring a friend! Below is 
our typical schedule.  

• 10:00-10:15   All gather in the sanctuary to begin 
worship with family members. Pastors dismiss 
children to Sunday school. 

• 10:15-10:30   Preschool to 3rd grade children ~ 
music time in SS wing 

• 10:30-11:15   Preschool to 3rd grade children in 
classrooms in SS wing 

• 10:15-11:15   4th grade to high school go down to 
class from sanctuary 

• 11:15 classes end; parents pick up young 
children from classrooms 

Nursery care is available each Sunday 8:30-11:15am 
for infants through 5 years of age on the lower level, 
next to Jordan Hall. Three- through five-year-olds are 
welcome to attend Sunday school or remain in the 
nursery, as their families decide. 

Sunday school outreach projects 
Sunday school students are encouraged to use their 
time, talents and treasure to make the world a better 
place. The October project included decorating 
pumpkins to be delivered to 
PRCC senior citizens, 
bringing offerings for CROP 
Walk, and holding a mini 
CROP Walk and coin 
collection in worship. In 
addition, the 4th-5th grade 

Sunday school class worked at the Pumpkin Patch 
Oct. 21. Our children’s time, talents and treasure are 
being put to good use! 

Confirmation Class 
Confirmation class is offered to all middle schoolers 
(6th through 8th grade) on Wednesdays 6:00-7:30pm. 
Students work with our experienced leaders to learn 
more about our Christian faith through study, games, 
small-group discussions, and service projects. Friends 
and community members are welcome—no need to 
be a member. Eighth-grade students have the 
opportunity to make their Confirmation in Spring 
2019.  

Kids’ Club 
On Sunday October 28, we celebrate Consecration 
Day in a single service at 10am. While there is no 
regular Sunday school that day, children preschool 
through 3rd grade are invited to Kids’ Club in the 
Sunday school wing, where they can play and do 
crafts. Older children and youth are welcome to help 
supervise, so Sunday school teachers can enjoy the 
worship service.  

Christmas Pageant Preparations 
Our beloved Christmas Pageant will take place during 
10am worship on Sunday, December 9. Children 
preschool through high school are invited to 
participate by singing or speaking, and each will wear 
a fabulous costume! Even babies and toddlers have a 
part to play, as cherubs carried into the Sanctuary by 
teen angels. There is room for everyone at this inn 
☺ . Registration forms, detailing which parts are open 
for each age level, will be available in early November 
and due December 2. An important rehearsal will 
take place the morning of Saturday, December 8. 
Pageant songs will be rehearsed during regular music 
time November 4 - December 2, so please do your 
best to register, attend and prepare!  

Contact Shelley or Teri with questions about any of 
the above information: 
sundayschool@parkridgecommunitychurch.org 

mailto:sundayschool@parkridgecommunitychurch.org
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YOUTH 
NEWS 

 

PUMPKIN PATCH 
The 15th Annual Pumpkin Patch is underway, and the 
pumpkins are selling like, well pumpkins! We are so 
grateful for all the help that has come our way to make 
this year the best and most sincere Patch ever!  We 
will give a summary after the Great Pumpkin has 
visited The Patch! 
 

YOUTH GROUP 
Sunday Night Youth Group Returns - November 4th 
6:00-7:30pm  
(Our first meeting will be in the Carriage House) 
Sunday Night Youth Group is a spiritual gathering for 
middle school and high school students. It's a time 
and place where teens can come together to play 
games, socialize, discuss, reflect, and share their faith 
and connection with Christ. Join Kate and Darcy for 
the first youth group of the year on Sunday, 
November 4th. We will meet at 6:00pm for dinner 
and wrap-up the evening at 7:30pm. Sunday Night 
Youth Group will meet the first Sunday of every 
month from November until May. Email 
youth@parkridgecommunitychurch.org with any 
questions.  

OUTREACH 

NEWS 

THANK YOU 
A special thank you to all those who participated in 
the Build-A-Pup project.  We were able to donate 40 
huggable puppies to Kmetko & Associates, a group 
working with foster children. 

 
LINCOLN PARK  
COMMUNITY SHELTER 
SUNDAY NIGHT SUPPER 
Chefs and servers are needed for Thursday, 
November 1st's and Thursday, December 6th's meals 
at Lincoln Park Community Shelter.  We will be 
cooking in the church kitchen beginning at 2:30.  
Those serving should plan on leaving church at 5:30 
and return by 8:45/9:00.  Consider joining with a  
friendly group of volunteers to serve dinner to the 
residents of the shelter. 
 
On Sunday, December 2nd we will be hosting the Park 
Ridge Ministerial Association's  
Sunday Night Supper at our church.  MANY 
volunteers are needed to cook, serve, and organize 
donated food for this very worthwhile community 
outreach ministry.  Think about how you might be 
able to participate, and put it on your calendar now, 
before it fills up with holiday activities. 
 
Both activities are a wonderful way to show God's 
love to those people often forgotten and struggling in 
our community. 
  

mailto:youth@parkridgecommunitychurch.org
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PRCC GOLF OUTING 

A Great Day of Fun and Fellowship! 
 
Thanks to all golf participants and additional PRCC family and friends that joined us for dinner. The 
weather was beautiful, and our time together was great fun!  64 golfers enjoyed the outing and close 
to 100 friends and family gathered immediately following.  We were especially blessed by Pastor 
David and Pastor Carol meeting us for the dinner celebration. 
 
Special thanks to our generous hole sponsors, company donors, and individuals making donations.  As 
a result of their generosity, we are happy to share that our fun day on the course raised $2,200.00. 
These proceeds will directly benefit PRCC’s outreach ministries such as our Medical Lending Closet, 
Park Ridge Ministerial Association Sunday Suppers, Lincoln Park Shelter, Youth Mission trips and 
Stephen Ministry Program.   
 
Hole Sponsors included:  Chef Beau’s Klean Kitchen, Coyne & Company Insurance, Cindy Coggin - Piney Trails Group Travel,  Jay 
Crowley - Coldwell Banker, Dolchetti Patisserie & Cafe, Mark Holihan - Farmers Insurance, Harp & Fiddle, Hay Caramba, Nelson 
Automotive, Keith Reboletti - Remax Properties, Rex and Janet Parker, Park Ridge Stationers, Signorama Des Plaines, Solid Rock 
Carpenters, Technology Advisors, Steve Wind (In memory of Rhea and Scotty Wind)  and Bill and Luan Zoellner.   
 
Company Donors providing In-kind gifts were Beer on the Wall, Camp Willow,  Circle 10 – PRCC, Fitness Formula Club, Golf Center 
Des Plaines, Hills Hallmark,  Signarama, Des Plaines, Sunrise Grill, Tito’s Handmade Vodka, Uptown Girlz. 
 
Special Thanks to Jaclyn in the office for fielding all the communication and registration for the outing … couldn't have done it 
without her!   
 
An overwhelming positive response to the event leads us to look repeating event next year - so be on the lookout for the 2019 
PRCC G.O. next summer! 
 
PRCC Golf Committee 
Jay Crowley, Allen and Jamie Knoblauch, Bob and Paula Mack, Jan Steiner, Jim and Sharon Solomon, and Bill Williams   

 
 

 
"Therefore everyone who hears these words of mine and puts them into practice is like a wise man who 
built his house on the rock.The rain came down, the streams rose, and the winds blew and beat against 

that house; yet it did not fall, because it had its foundation on the rock." Matthew 7:24-25    
 

Solid Rock Carpenter Team – Fall 2018 
 
Another great week of Building Homes and Brining Hope to our friends in Appalachia!   
SRC volunteers never cease to amaze… in just 3 ½ days 3 houses were resurrected and closed up. We look forward 
to returning the week after Christmas to complete these homes and be part of a program profoundly changing the 
lives families and their communities.  
Thank you to PRCC for its ongoing support in prayer, resources and especially to 
our PRCC volunteers - Steve Huening, Tom Klimmeck, Paula Mack, Charlie Vinopal 
and Bruce Webster.      

Take a look at SRC’s photo collection:  https://solidrockcarpenters.shutterfly.com/ 
 
Consider joining us on a future trip:  www.solidrockcarpenters.org 

https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v2/url?u=https-3A__solidrockcarpenters.shutterfly.com_&d=DwMGaQ&c=Y1PaM6XenKb8cL-0fIR_eA6jW59yhBQ9XuPR10gwe-8&r=YZGSIxFpUqxnEUwIGqek-jgzDtizClTwJj4yg-CRlzA&m=l_bD0Yxn5d36p7YgCRsJOuxBLfFgdUWkl5B6M0gQMCU&s=sF6zXQ_damKMmvtRPdv2GBbdqRFUgcJkFAS5smf-pt0&e=
http://www.solidrockcarpenters.org/
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TREASURER’S CORNER 

Hello to everyone.  I am Eric Johnson, who recently became treasurer for our PRCC.  Beginning next week, I will periodically be 
sharing information about the church’s financial position.  Today, though, I want to tell you a little bit about what stewardship 
means to me and how it is so well done at this church.   
 
I would like to a share a definition of stewardship that I have tried to follow for much of my adult life.  In his book Master Your 
Money, Ron Blue says, “Stewardship is the use of God-given resources for the accomplishment of God-given goals.” 
 
When thinking about money, the parable of talents (Matthew 25:14-30) comes to mind for me.  I encourage you to read the 
passage again.  It deals primarily with Christ’s return, but it also describes several principles of money management.  One of 
these principles is that God owns everything (Matt. 25:14) and we are only “stewards” of His possessions!  I sometimes need to 
remind myself that all I (we) possess, is truly owned by God.  This is important for each of us to remember, as we make daily 
decisions about money and our God-given talents, because we are “stewards” of His possessions.  Knowing this helps me decide 
how to use money and my God-given talents. 
 
My wife, Mary, and I joined Community Church 3 ½ years ago.  Immediately, we saw how so many of you were using your God-
given talents to love your neighbors, be it within the church community, the Park Ridge community, or around the world.  Right 
away, we saw that your love for others was from the heart.  I can’t say it better than Matthew 25:23, “Well done, good and 
faithful servant…”  We have been with the church for such short time, but the church has had such a great outreach over the 
175 years. 
 
I ask that each of us have conversations with God about how we should manage what is in our care, including our pledges to the 
church for 2019, and how we can best use our talents.  When you make your 2019 pledge commitment, please consider an 
increase to continue in our exciting faith journey together.   

 I want to tell a little about how we are doing over all, the major sources of income, major expenses, and how we can each help 
the church financially, throughout the year.   
 
Through 9/30, we showed a $1,300 net loss on revenues of $406,000.  The $1,300 net loss is ok, at this point.  It is basically 
breaking even so far this year and better than what we planned.  This compares favorably to a budgeted $16,000 net loss on 
$375,000 in revenues for the 9 months.  Often, I have seen churches struggle financially until near the end of the year, when year-
end donations are made.     
 
There are a couple of primary sources of income.  The major one is from our pledges.  Through September, our paid pledges of 
$295,000 were right on track with budget (within $1,000).  The second major source is from unpledged income and loose 
collections (cash donations) of $51,000, which was $12,000 above budget.  I am hoping that some of this unpledged income will 
become formal pledges next year.   
 
Our being break even, means that cash received, has been sufficient to pay our expenses.  Our largest expenses are for payroll 
and benefits.  For the 9 months, this amounted to $227,000 compared to a budgeted $246,000. 
 
We have been doing fine financially, and I pray that this will continue for the rest of the year.  For the next year, let us all 
prayerfully consider: 

·         Making a formal 2019 pledge.  This will help us plan ahead and determine what we can do in the coming year. 
·         Increasing the amount for next year. 
·         Consider making donations on an automated basis from your checking account on a weekly, monthly, or 
quarterly basis.  This will assure that the church has money being received on a consistent basis throughout the 
year.  The office has the form needed to set this up.       
        Yours in Christ, Eric Johnson, Treasurer



 
 

  

WALL of SOUND 
 

Annual Fundraiser for  
Park Ridge Community Church 

 

Mo Dailey’s 
November 18th 

at 6:00 pm 
 

6070 N Northwest Hwy 
Chicago, IL 60631 

 

Featuring the music of 

Jackson Browne, 

Linda Ronstadt,  

and The Eagles 
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Rev. Carol Hill, Senior Minister 
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Sasha Gerritson, Minister of Music    

Rick Hagedorn, Parish Organist     

Kate Joyce, Youth Group Co-Facilitator  

Darcy LeDuc, Youth Group Co-Facilitator           

Shelly O’Brien, Sunday School Co-Facilitator   

Liz Swanson, Director of Pastoral Services  

Jaclyn Weir, Parish Coordinator 
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