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My grandfather tells of his first adventure as a Senior Minister. Just finishing 
his Masters of Divinity at Candler School of Theology in Atlanta, he was 
recruited by the Northern Illinois Conference to come and be a part of 
starting a new congregation in Mt. Prospect.  Grandad talks about those 
early years in ministry, gathering with a team of energetic and inexperienced 
lay persons who were yearning for a new church in their community.  They 
ended up planting Trinity United Methodist Church in Mt. Prospect over 50 
years ago.  Through laughter, my grandfather shared his dismay that a group 
of people who had not been a church before was entrusted to the care of a 
young pastor who had never led a church before…and somehow that combination provided fertile ground to begin 
something new.  There was something significant in not having the seven deadly words of churches “we’ve never done it 
that way before” repeated.  Each time someone thought about how to start a fundraising campaign or draw up building 
plans or craft a worship service, the team would figure out how to make it happen, they prayed, and the church grew!  
  
I think that’s kind of what happened with the church post-resurrection. The apostles had been following Jesus. They had 
dabbled in being sent out to preach and teach and heal, but now it was up to them to actually continue what Jesus 
started.  They had to figure out strategies of resistance when the authorities tried to shut them down.  They had to 
navigate theological explanations of who Jesus was, what happened in his death and resurrection, and what participants 
in this movement would continue to do.  They worshiped, broke bread, cared for one another…and the church was born.  
Well, they didn’t actually call themselves the church or Christians, they were “Saints.” The name “Christians” was given to 
this rag tag band of Jesus followers in Antioch by the authorities (read Acts 11:26). The term literally meant “little Christs” 
or “ian” meaning ‘belonging to the party of’, meant they were Jesus’ party.  There were a ton of Jewish sects and different 
religious groups, very few of which were given a new name.  However, there was something different about these Jesus’ 
party folks.  They stood out. They were doing something new.  
 
Park Ridge Community Church has been an active congregation for over 175 years now.  It’s not a new church.  However, 
we are beginning a new chapter of ministry. We are considering each area of ministry and ways we can collaborate and 
coordinate our efforts so that we are noticeably doing something different. As a community of faith, we are learning, 
growing, serving, and playing together. We are a place where diversity is celebrated and honored. I hope that in the 50 
days of Easter, we will learn from the early church. We will consider ways that we hear God’s invitation to stretch further, 
expand our invitation, think beyond what we’ve always done and find additional ways we can share God’s love.  At our 
Annual Meeting on May 5, we will celebrate all that we’ve done in the last year, and we will dream and bless this next 
year of ministry. New ministers, new leaders, new teams forming, new building projects, new invitational models…sound 
scary? Maybe a little.  That’s okay. I think when we are in the middle of what God is doing, it’s a little scary, a little 
exhilarating, a little hopeful. Okay, a lot hopeful.  
 
Here’s the thing, after Jesus was resurrected and ascended into Heaven, the church didn’t stop. On the contrary, it took 
off! It was literally bursting at the seams as individuals found healing, hope, joy, peace, and strength in this community of 
believers.  My prayer is that that will be our story too. May we too be bursting at the seams (kinda like how our children’s 
Sunday School is growing right now) so that we have to scramble to adjust and accommodate the crowds!  
 
Your humble servant,  
Pastor Carol 
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WORSHIP 
JOIN US IN MAY FOR 
WORSHIP 
 

May 5  Church is Persistent  
(Food    Holy Communion 
Collection)  One service at 10:00 am 

Annual Meeting 
Youth Group  
   

May 12  Church is for All 
  Mother’s Day  
 
May 19  Church is Transformational 
  Confirmation Sunday 
  Last Day of Sunday School 
  Youth Game Day 
 
May 26  Church is on the Move 

Outdoor Worship begins 
Memorial Day Weekend 

 

• Nursery Care is available each Sunday for infants 
through 5 years.  

 

ANNUAL MEETING 
The PRCC Annual Meeting is Sunday, May 5th. There is one 
service at 10:00 am followed by brunch. Childcare will be 
offered in the Nursery and through extended Sunday School. 
 
 
 
 

CONFIRMATION SUNDAY 
On Sunday, May 19 those students who are in at least 8th 
grade, have studied in Confirmation Class and have made a 
decision for themselves to profess their faith and join in 
membership with PRCC will be welcomed. PRCC offers a three-
year program for students to consider doctrine, theology, 
practical faith, and membership.  With the support of three 
dedicated teachers: Siri Nelson, Bob Mack, and Jim Pantazzi, 
students are invited to take a deep look at the faith.  Students 
are invited to make a decision to be confirmed, but that is not 
required.   Regardless of the students’ confirmation, we 
celebrate the journey that each one has been on, and we look 
forward to being involved in their lives going forward! 
 
OUTDOOR WORSHIP 
PRCC Garden Worship begins May 26th at 8:30 am. Every 
Sunday, weather permitting, through Labor Day our early 
morning Chapel service moves outdoors to the Carriage House 
lawn. Bring your chairs and enjoy worship outdoors! 
 
SUMMER CHURCH OFFICE 
HOURS 
Beginning June 3rd through Labor Day, the Church Office will 
switch to summer office hours, Tuesday – Friday 9:00 am to 
4:00 pm. 
 
 

FOLK SERVICE 
The annual PRCC Folk Service will be held once again on 
Father’s Day, June 16th, at the 10:00 am service.  
 
 

COFFEE HOUR THANK 
YOU!!! 
Thank you to the following for donating their love and time to 
Coffee hour this spring: Terry Kallen, Karen Heckmann & Judy 
Foster, Pat Tamburrino & Laura Sissman, Bill Nelles, Tricia 
Williams & Larry Adams, and the Laginess Family,  
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OUR PRAYER 
MINISTRY  

May is the month of our congregational annual meeting. Our 
congregation thrives on the volunteer efforts of all our members 
and friends.  Please keep the leadership of our congregation in 
your prayers.  Pray for those who are returning to their roles and 
those who are stepping into new positions. Continue to include in 
your prayers all those on our prayer ministry list.   

Martha Bridges, Sevryn Bruyn, Erika Cornelisen, Kylie Figgins, Jon 
Forsythe, Edith E. Hurlburt, Tom Kapolnek, Candace Kidston, Walter 
and Christina Kotecki, Geri LeDuc, Jim Lego, Lurana Nelson, Leo 
Netko, Pauline Numrych, Susan Ruth, Ann Stutts, Ginny Sutton, 
Kathleen Weller, Joyce Wright, Bill Zoellner, Kate Zoellner. 

We also keep in our prayers the following April requests: 

Life in the Resurrection  

- Please keep the family & friends of Bob Douglass, Dave & Sue 

Sandstrom’s brother in your prayers. Bob entered Life in the 

Resurrection on Friday, 4/5. 

- Nancy Zuegel, daughter of Herb and Barb Zuegel, entered 

Life in the Resurrection on March 24th. A Memorial Service will 

be held at PRCC on June 1st at 11:00 am.  

- Longtime member Irene Ginger entered Life in the 

Resurrection on April 16th. A Celebration of Life will be held at 

PRCC on April 27th at 11:00 am. 

- Emily Nelson, daughter of PRCC members Melissa and Phil 

Nelson, entered Life in the Resurrection on April 18th. A 

memorial service will be held at PRCC this afternoon at 3:00 

pm with a reception to follow.   

Healing and Recovery 

- Janet Johnson asks for prayers for her friend. 

- Charlie is grateful for the visit with his former roommate 

Angus and asks for prayer for his friend Linda, who is mourning 

the loss of her sister. 

- Grace Curtis asks for prayers for her friend Lillian recently 

diagnosed with leukemia. 

- Please pray with Dan Smith for his co-worker & friend's wife 

entering hospice care for cancer. 

- Bob Mack asks for prayers of healing & comfort for his Uncle 

Frank having surgery on 4/1. 

- Please pray for wisdom and comfort as Paula Mack's sister 

Laura contemplates serious medical decisions related to her 

diabetes. 

- Kathleen Weller, former associate minister at PRCC ask for 

prayers as she begins treatment for a rare autoimmune 

disorder. 

- Angie Pappasavas asks for prayers for her friend Karen's 

husband having surgery this week. 

- Please pray for Kathy Chandlers good friend Christy as she 

has breast cancer surgery this week. 

Birthdays/Anniversaries 

- Angie Pappasavas offers prayers of celebrating her mother’s 

birthday this week.  

- It is a joy to celebrate Geri LeDuc's 89th birthday 

Joys 

- It is a joy to have Robin and Ed Kopecky back in worship with 

us! 

- Charlie is happy to celebrate his friend Angus' birthday and 

good news on the health of his eyes 

- Congratulations to Sasha and all those who were part of the 

Northeastern University production of the Grand Hotel! 

- Robin is grateful for all the food pantry donations and how 

this congregation supports those in need of daily food. 

- Congrats to Barb Madro's nephew Dawson Ross who was in 

the championship in River Rand Jr. Travel League Bowling. 

Travel 

- The Dase family offer prayers of thanks for safe travels, good 

health and community. 

- Please keep Tom Klimmeck & Joe DeYoung in your prayers as 

they ride in the Grand Fundo race in San Diego. 

Thank You 

Many thanks to PRCC. Our family is very grateful to everyone 

for their prayers and support over the last year.  We can never 

fully express our appreciation for all the Christian love you 

have shown us.  The Memorial Service for Nancy will be June 

1, 2019, 11:00 am at PRCC. ~ Barb & Herb Zuegel, Carol, Ellen 

& Anne Longman.
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STEPHEN 
MINISTRY 
MESSAGE   

by Anita Rifkind 
 

Jesus said to him, “Have you believed because you have 
seen me? Blessed are those who have not seen and yet 
have come to believe.” John 20:29 (NSRV) 

Astrophysicists and lots of the rest of us have been very 
excited about the picture of elliptical galaxy M87 published in 
mid-April. The media publicized this as a picture of a “black 
hole.” The problem with that is there is really no way to take a 
picture of that phenomena because by definition it cannot be 
seen. A black hole is so dense that it creates a gravitational 
field that sucks in everything – literally everything – within its 
force field, including stars, planets, and electromagnetic 
energy, aka light. So the picture you have seen was a very 
small part of the “event horizon” of an enormous black hole 
in a galaxy far far away. The event horizon consists of 
everything that is being inexorably pulled towards it. As it gets 
nearer, the stuff being sucked in begins to swirl around the 
black hole in circles of ever decreasing diameter. A picture of 
M87's entire event horizon is included on this page.  It is hard 
to see, but the black dot surrounded by a donut shape in the 
inset is the black hole.  

 Just to provide a little perspective on the sizes and 
distances we are talking about, the black hole itself is the 
equivalent of 8.7 BILLION of our suns – or approximately the 
size of our entire solar system.  Because of the distances 
involved, one of the scientists described the picture as “the 
equivalent of being able to read the date on a quarter in Los 
Angeles, standing in Washington, D.C." 

 It will surprise no one that it was Albert Einstein who 
figured out there were black holes before anyone could 
actually prove they existed, and even then, he wasn’t entirely 
sure. Many people scoffed at the idea, but now any remaining 
Doubting Thomas has been convinced. Indeed, astrophysicists 

now believe almost all large galaxies, including our own, have 
a black hole in their center. FYI the number of galaxies in the 
universe number anywhere from 200 billion to 2 trillion. (And 
yes, that’s a big discrepancy, but no one has actually counted 
them.) 

 Because I have a weird brain, this got me to thinking of 
what it must have been like when Jesus appeared to the 
disciples in the days following his resurrection. It was difficult 
for them to believe what they were seeing; some of them 
didn't recognize Jesus even when they were with him. 
Famously Thomas refused to believe it at all until he reached 
out and touched the nail holes in Jesus’ hand and felt the 
wound in Jesus’ side. Then Thomas fell to his knees and cried, 
“My Lord and my God.” Jesus’ response was a bit sardonic. 
"Have you believed because you have seen me? Blessed are 
those who have not seen and yet have come to believe."  

 What does it take for us to be convinced that God is 
present in our lives, in our world, in our galaxy, in our 
universe? What physical evidence would make it easier to 
believe? I am certain the answer is different for each one of 
us.  But I am also certain that there is evidence of the 
Comforter within your reach: a Stephen Minister listening to 
your cares, sharing your journey, being present in your 
moments of need, praying with you.  

   Pastor Carol (847-823-3164), Ginny Feurer (847-840-
7082), or any Stephen Leader, will be happy to discuss how a 
Stephen Minister is a reminder of God’s presence in our lives, 
no matter how bleack things look to you today. 
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SPRING 

NEWS 

KINDRED SPIRITS CAFÉ  

Join us Tuesdays with your sack lunch between 11:30 and 1:00 
pm and we will provide a delicious dessert and 
beverages.  Below is our schedule for May.  If you need more 
information or have questions, please talk to Liz Swanson. 

May 7th Cinco de Mayo – Food Free for All (everyone brings 

something to share) 

May 14th The Sheridan of Park Ridge – they will provide lunch 

for us! 

May 21st Park Ridge Public Library Summer Reading Program 

Information 

May 28th BINGO  

 

 

 

 

BIBLE STUDY IS BACK!! 
On Wednesday evenings from 7:30-9 pm, all are invited to 
gather with Pastor Carol in the Ellinger Transept to study the 
book of Acts. We will be reading a companion study with the 
actual text of Acts, thinking through the early church, and 
considering what lessons the church today should learn.  This 
study will correlate with the Sunday sermon series!  

KNITTING KNIGHTS  
The Knitting Knights is a crafting circle that meets regularly to 
socialize and create useful items from donated yarn.  In May, 
we meet Monday 5/6 and 5/20 in Jordan Hall from 7:00 to 
8:30.  During the summer we will be meeting once a month 
on 6/17, 7/15 and 8/19.  For the summer we will be working 
on fall projects such as red hats & scarves as well as 
pumpkins.  Please join us or ask about a take home 
project.  Find out more by talking with Liz Swanson.  

2018 CROP WALK 
Sandy Bowen recently attended Leadership Day and received a 
certificate awarded to the Niles-Park Ridge Crop Hunger 
Walk. The final total was $38,856.30 and we were 27th in the 
nation with this total (Rank out of 800 Walks). The 2019 Crop 
Walk will be held on Sunday, October 20th.  

 

ICE CREAM SOCIAL 
Friday 6/21 6:00 to 8:00 pm 

Senior Contact is hosting an old-fashioned Ice Cream Social for 
the senior members of our congregation in Park Place Room 
on Friday, June 21.  If you are a senior going to the concert in 
the park June 21st, come a little early for time to socialize and 
enjoy a sweet treat.  Be on the lookout for more details.  
 

OFFICE CLOSINGS & 
SUMMER HOURS 
The Church Office will be closed Monday, May 27th in 
observance of Memorial Day. We will then begin summer 
office hours: Tuesday – Friday 9:00 am – 4:00 pm, closed 
Mondays through Labor Day.  

YOUTH BASKETS FOR 
SENIORS 
On Sunday, April 28, the youth of PRCC will be delivering 
Easter treats to twelve of our Senior members.  While this 
means that they didn’t reach out to EVERYONE, the 
opportunity for generations to blend and care for one another 
in this way is to be celebrated! Thank you to our youth 
volunteers who are constantly demonstrating faith in action! 
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SPRING 

NEWS 

TAKE ME OUT TO THE 
BALLGAME! 
PRCC is going to Wrigley! On Wednesday, June 5 at 7:05 pm 
the first pitch between the Chicago Cubs and Colorado Rockies 
will be thrown with 26 folks from Park Ridge Community 
Church cheering them on.  We have a block of tickets available 
and hope you will join us! Bring a check to the church office 
and/or email Jaclyn (office@parkridgecommunitychurch.org) 
to sign up for the number of tickets you would like! Tickets are 
$40 each, payable to PRCC.  All are welcome! We will 
coordinate parking and carpooling nearer to the event. 
 

CIRCLE 10 NEWS 
A BIG thank you to everyone who donated unused and 
unwanted jewelry and accessories for Le Cheap Boutique. 
We appreciate your supporting our gently used resale event. 
Thank you to all who shopped as well - we hope you found 
some new treasures! 

Ten percent of the funds raised from Le Cheap Boutique are 
donated back to PRCC and the remainder will be split between 
The Harbour and Circle 10. The Harbour is a local non-profit 
that provides emergency housing and services to youth 
experiencing homelessness in order to promote safety, 
stability and personal growth. Circle 10 funds are used to fund 
our bereavement ministry at PRCC. Circle 10 provides light 
refreshments for families at a wake or visitation after a death 
of a family member. 

All women of PRCC are welcome to join Circle 10 at evening date 
TBD when a representative from The Harbour will be with us to 
talk about the work that they do. We will also present them 
with a check from Le Cheap Boutique. For more information 
about The Harbour, visit their website at theharbour.org 

 

WOMEN’S CIRCLE REBOOT 
Our Women's Circles have been an active loving connection 
for women of PRCC for 175 years!  It's life giving for women of 
all ages to gather together to care & support each other as 
well as reach out to our community with Christian love.  In 
April a group of 35 or so women gathered to talk about the 
future of women's circles at PRCC.  If you would like to learn 
more or join a circle, please talk with Pastor Carol or Liz 
Swanson 
 

NOMINATING COMMITTEE 
NEWS 
The Nominating Committee continues to search for willing 
servants. Will you answer the call when we call you? Or will 
you call us? We are happy and excited to report that we have a 
candidate to present for Vice-Chair at our annual meeting but 
there are still many opportunities for service.  

Some of them are: 
Deacons 
Ushers 
Faith Development Chair 
Memorial Gifts committee members  
Senior Contact members 

Won’t you prayerfully consider where you might serve? If you 
are interested in finding out more about any of these church 
positions or any other ways to serve PRCC, please feel free to 
contact anyone on the Nominating Committee. More detailed 
information is available and the people currently serving in 
these positions are ready and willing to answer questions. We 
ask for your prayers as we work faithfully to find people to 
serve in these important positions prior to the annual meeting 
on May 5th.  

Now there are varieties of gifts, but the same Spirit, and there 
are varieties of service, but the same Lord; and there are 
varieties of activities, but it is the same God who empowers 
them all in everyone.  1 Corinthians 12:4-11.

mailto:office@parkridgecommunitychurch.org
http://www.theharbour.org/
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SPRING 

NEWS 
LENT WRAP-UP 
Thank you to Pastor Carol, the staff, our Altar Guild, Barbara Scharringhausen, Judy Matzen, everyone that offered up prayers for our 
devotional, and our PRCC family for all of your love, time, and devotion during this Lenten season. It was a beautiful time in the life of 
our church. We received this beautiful card expressing the joy and thankfulness of this time of Lent:
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BOARD NEWS 
 

In our April Board meeting, we welcomed our confirmation 

students, taking a little extra time to explain about the Board 

of Directors, Chairs and Committee Structure, and how we are 

a self-governing congregation.  Having the students present 

helped the rest of the Board increase articulation of how and 

why we do things.  

 

APPROVAL FOR A ROOF   

The roof over the Great Hall will need to be replaced in 2019, 

and the Trustees have gotten multiple bids and are ready to 

schedule the work.  There is some corresponding masonry 

repair needed where water has impacted the brickwork. Both 

the roof and the masonry will be repaired at the same time 

and will not impact our facility calendar.  The Board approved 

commencing the project, and using funds from the Capital 

Replacement Fund, as those funds were raised for the day 

when “we’d need a roof.”   
ASSOCIATE MINISTER SEARCH COMMITTEE  
Our Associate Minister Search team continues their 
work.  They have received resumes and are requesting more 
information from some of those applicants, including video 
responses!  

FINANCIAL UPDATE  
We expected to be at a slight deficit by the end of March, but 
we are hopeful that April and Easter offerings will help bring 
things back.  Our realized deficit is less that we anticipated, 

however, so that is good news! The Finance team has a budget to 

present to the Annual Meeting, and it has been passed by the Board.  

2nd MILE VOTING  
We held some conversation about the nominations process 
for the Second Mile Award.  There are some nominees who 
preferred to remove their name from consideration, but this 
year we honored every nomination as a valid and carefully 
considered nomination. All present Board members voted by 
secret ballot, and those were kept by our Senior Minister.  The 

results and the awarding of the Second Mile Recipient will 
take place at our Annual Meeting on May 5.  

STAFF PARISH RELATIONS COMMITTEE 
The Board has been working on launching a new committee 
that would handle and direct personnel matters for PRCC.  The 
Board has voted to form a small Taskforce to carefully outline 
duties and responsibilities for this new Staff Parish Relations 
Committee.  The Taskforce will prepare a presentation for a 
future Board meeting so that everyone is comfortable with 
the parameters set forth 

NOMINATIONS COMMITTEE 
The Nominations Committee has been working hard to not 
only nominate persons for the vacant Committee Chair 
positions, Trustees, and Deacon roles, but they have also 
invited more members to engage and sign up to be committee 
members. Having fuller committees means that there are 
more hands to help do the work, more heads to think through 
future work, and more hearts praying about the details of 
each ministry.  Nominations celebrates the number of positive 
responses and the ways that some new leadership is 
emerging.  

CHILDREN AND YOUTH 
We receive reports from our Children and Youth Ministry each 
month, and we are so thankful for the ways these teams 
provide ministry for our young people.  The life and energy 
benefits the whole congregation week after week!  
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MEMBERSHIP 

NEWS 
NEW MEMBER SUNDAY 
On Sunday April 28 at the 10 am service, we had a New 
Member Sunday where we received new members. Check out 
the bulletin board or next month’s CC News for photos of our 
newest members.  As always, all are welcome to worship and 
participate with us at any time, activity or event. Officially 
choosing to become a member indicates that you have 
selected us to be your church home and family and you will 
support PRCC with your time, talents and treasures.  No 
matter what your membership status is, we will continue to 
walk with and support you in your faith journey. 
If you are interested in formalizing your membership at PRCC, 
please contact Paula Mack at pcmack@gmail.com or Tricia 
Williams at tricia.williams@parkridgecommunitychurch.org 
 

COFFEE HOUR – Hosts Needed 
Thanks to ALL who have hosted our important fellowship time 
on Sunday mornings.  We a grateful for this time together as a 
church family and couldn’t do it without volunteers.  Only 2 
Sundays left until summer!   May 12 and May 19.  Consider 
taking one… It’s a great way to meet more PRCC 
friends.  Information is available about what is involved in 
hosting a coffee hour. Sign-up sheet is on Bulletin Board or 
email Lauren Kleingers at lauren.kleingers@gmail.com. 
 

SUMMER COFFEE HOUR 
We need your input! During the summer months the 8:30 am 
outdoor service is very popular and most attendees don’t 
come inside and go downstairs to Jordan Hall for coffee hour. 
In the past two years, we haven’t had coffee hour after the 10 
am service during the summer months. What do you think? 
Would you like to have coffee hour fellowship time after the 10 
am service during the summer months? Are you able to help 
and are willing to volunteer to host a smaller version of our 
current coffee hour fellowship during the summer? Please 
contact Tricia Williams at 
tricia.williams@parkridgecommunitychurch.org  and let the 
membership committee know what you think. 
 

ONLINE DIRECTORY 
Visit members.instantchurchdirectory.com and click the link 
“first time signing in?”. Enter the email address that is listed in 
the directory and create a password. After confirming your 
password, hit “request login”. Check your email to complete 
the sign-up process. Is your photograph in the directory? Is 
your contact information correct? If not, contact Jaclyn in the 
office at office@parkridgecommunitychurch.org with a 
photograph and updated information. 

VOLUNTEER SPOTLIGHT 

PRCC has a large number of people who volunteer their time 
to our church and we are so grateful for each and every one of 
them. Our Volunteer Spotlight is a way of saying thank you to 
them and also giving members and newcomers an idea of 
what our "generous stewards of God's gifts" are doing here at 
PRCC. "Each of you should use whatever gift you have received 
to serve others, as faithful stewards of God's grace in its 
various forms." Peter 4:10 

This month Laura and Tim Lapp are in the volunteer spotlight. 
Laura and Tim have served in almost every imaginable way at 
PRCC. Laura has served as a Sunday School teacher, Deacon 
and was the Vice-Chair and Chair of the Congregation. Laura 
was also the Membership Chairperson a few years ago and 
she was instrumental in reviving our now thriving Sunday 
coffee hour. Tim has served as the Church Attorney, providing 
legal advice to the Board of Directors when needed. He is now 
the Head Usher, responsible for reaching out to the Captains 
of each usher team and responding to their needs. Tim most 
recently served as Chair of the Senior Pastor Search 
committee, which was a yearlong commitment that led to us 
calling Pastor Carol to our church.  
Both Laura and Tim are 
trained Stephen Ministers 
as well. 
Their two daughters, 
Rachel and Rebecca, grew 
up at PRCC and were both 
involved in youth group, 
mission trips and choir. 
Rachel continues to sing in 
our choir on Sundays.  
We appreciate the gifts 
that Laura and Tim share 
with our congregation. 
  

mailto:pcbmack@gmail.com
mailto:tricia.williams@parkridgecommunitychurch.org
mailto:lauren.kleingers@gmail.com
mailto:tricia.williams@parkridgecommunitychurch.org
http://members.instantchurchdirectory.com/
mailto:office@parkridgecommunitychurch.org
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OUTREACH 
NEWS 

 

THANK YOU! 
The Bridge Project was thrilled to receive our donation of 
Blessing Bags.  They are planning to give them out on Mother's 
Day weekend to the homeless individuals they serve.  If you 
are interested in helping with this, please talk with Marylynn 
Collentine or Liz Swanson. Outreach plans on continuing this 
much needed ministry, so please remember to save and bring 
to church any unopened hotel sizes toiletries from trips you 
may be taking.  There is a basket in the Park Place Room for 
your donations. 
 

LINCOLN PARK COMMUNITY 
SHELTER 
On Thursday, May 2nd  and again on Thursday, June 6th we will 
be cooking and serving dinner for Lincoln Park Community 
Shelter.  Chefs and servers are needed for both dates.  If you 
would like to assist with either (or both) events, please sign up 
on the Outreach Bulletin Board or contact Debbie Deitke 
(d.deitke@gmail.com) or Luan Zoellner 

(lzoellner@ameritch.net).   

PRCC OUT & ABOUT 
A group of us were able to attend a performance of The 
Homeless Monologues, a benefit for the Lincoln Park 
Community Services (formerly Lincoln Park Community 
Shelter).  It was a moving portrayal of the varied faces of 
homelessness.  It is our hope that in the future more of our 
church members will be able to attend this annual fund-raising 
and inspiring event. It was outstanding! 

YOUTH NEWS 

YOUTH GROUP  

Sunday Night Youth Group - Sunday, May 5th 6:00-7:30 pm  
Middle school and high school students should gather at 
church for dinner at 6pm. We will meet in the Carriage House 

 

Youth Game Night  
Sunday, May 19 from 6-7:30 pm is youth GAME NIGHT! Bring 
your favorite game, whether it’s a card game, action game, or 
board game.  We will spend the evening playing and having 
fun! 

2019 Summer Kick-Off 
Saturday, June 1 will be our Summer Kick-Off from 3-5 pm at 
the Carriage House, where we will have a cookout.  Bring a 
side to share and sunscreen as we celebrate Summer!  

 

2019 MISSION TRIP 

Sign-up for the high school mission trip is still going on. We will 
be traveling to the Adirondack mountains in New York July 20-
27th.  This trip is open to youth entering high school through 
graduating seniors.  Please contact Kevin Plach or the office for 
more information.  (see flyer on next page) 
 

mailto:d.deitke@gmail.com
mailto:lzoellner@ameritch.net
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SUNDAY 
SCHOOL 

  NEWS 
April 2019 
- April 28: Bible Olympics during Sun. school time (rain date 
May 5. 
- Sun. May 5: 10 am one service only; Sun. school 
             - 11:30 am nursery care downstairs; childcare pre K-                         
youth in  Sunday School Wing 
             - 12:30 pm congregational lunch in Jordan Hall 
- May 12: Mothers’ Day -- Sunday school 
- May 19: Confirmation of 8th graders in 10am worship 
(middle-high school stay in worship)  Sunday school wrap-up 
for preK-5th grade. 
 

Preschool through high school children are invited to Sunday 
school. Please fill out a registration form for contact and 
allergy info. Our typical schedule:  
 
•10:00-10:15   All gather in the sanctuary to begin worship 
with family members. Pastor Carol dismisses children to 
Sunday school. 
•10:15-10:30   Preschool to 3rd grade children  
•10:30-11:15   Preschool to 3rd grade children in classrooms  
•10:15-11:15  4th grade to high school go down to class from 
sanctuary 
•11:15 classes end; parents pick up young children  
 

Nursery care is available each Sunday 8:30-11:15 am for 
infants through 5 years of age on the lower level, next to 
Jordan Hall. Three- through five-year-olds are welcome to 
attend Sunday school or remain in the nursery, as their 
families decide. 
Contact Shelley or Teri with questions: 
sundayschool@parkridgecommunitychurch.org 

A huge thank you to our many volunteer teachers, helpers, and 
music leaders! School-year Sunday school as we experience it 
September to May—with a class for each grade level--ends 
May 19th this year. We hope your children have enjoyed and 
been enriched by the lessons from our wonderful teachers! 
We plan to offer Summer Sunday School (all kids preK-3rd 
grade, plus older children and youth helping), with crafts, 

short lessons, and activities during 10am worship most 
Sundays June 2-Aug. 25 this year. Would you like to help with 
Sunday school this summer or next year? We can always use 
loving adult and youth teachers and assistants—no experience 
needed! Lesson plans and supplies are provided, and many 
teachers co-teach. Please prayerfully consider this opportunity 
to help guide the children of PRCC on their spiritual paths. 

OUTREACH PROJECTS 
Children’s weekly offerings are used for outreach projects. 
Students learn about those they are helping, and are inspired 
to help in more and different ways each month. Please help 
children remember to bring offerings! 

April’s weekly offerings of over $80 will go to Culinary care, 
culinarycare.org, which provides free meals prepared by local 
restaurants to cancer patients and their families. As we look 
ahead to our Community Church Café VBS in June, we want to 
consider how feeding God’s people brings us closer to God 
and to our community. 

CONFIRMATION CLASS 
Congratulations to 8th graders Ryen Desmedt, Claire Kallen 
and Sam Taglia, our 2019 Confirmands, who will be celebrated 
in 10am worship on May 19. They and their 6th and 7th grade 
classmates have worked with our Confirmation leaders, Bob 
Mack, Siri Nelson and Jim Pantazi, throughout the year. The 
class studies tenets of our faith, discusses how students can 
impact concerns of the wider world, serves the church and 
community, and has some fun along the way! We are so proud 
of our students and grateful that their families make 
Confirmation a priority. Confirmation class resumes in 
September for middle school students. Questions? 
sundayschool@parkridgecommunitychurch.org 

VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL 
Children ages 3 through finishing 3rd grade are invited to 
Community Church Café VBS Mon. June 17 through Thurs. June 
20, 5:30-7:30 pm! We will enjoy VBS here at PRCC, learning 
about food and the Bible, through story time, games, crafts, 
science, snack and music, culminating in a family gathering 
with music and a special treat at 7:30 pm Thursday, June 20. 
Volunteers are needed--adults, youth, and children finishing 
4th grade or older--.as station leaders, group leaders, 
assistants, etc. It’s a group effort with considerable rewards, 
such as getting to know the kids and families, serving the 
community, and having fun! Let us know if you have questions. 

mailto:sundayschool@parkridgecommunitychurch.org
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100 S. Courtland Ave 
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Contact Us: 
847-823-3164 
office@parkridgecommunitychurch.org 
parkridgecommunitychurch.org  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Our Staff:   

Rev. Carol Hill, Senior Minister   
Teri Biedke, Sunday School Co-Facilitator   
Sasha Gerritson, Director of Music Ministries   
Rick Hagedorn, Parish Organist     
Kate Joyce, Youth Group Co-Facilitator  
Darcy LeDuc, Youth Group Co-Facilitator         
Shelly O’Brien, Sunday School Co-Facilitator  
Liz Swanson, Director of Pastoral Services  
Jaclyn Weir, Parish Coordinator 
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MAY 5, 2019 

ONE SERVICE AT 10:00 AM 

Lunch to follow 
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