
  

September 5, 2021 

Park Ridge Community Church 



 
There’s No Place Like Home                                                               Labor Day Weekend  
SEPTEMBER 5, 2021________________________________                                          ________        ___HOLY COMMUNION                                   
 

WELCOME! 

We hope worship today nurtures your heart and transforms your mind. At PRCC, we realize we need each 

other and commit to pray for each other. We reach out in love and compassion to a world in need, knowing 

we are a work in progress. No matter who you are, where you are on life’s journey, you are welcome here. 
 

WELCOME 

PRELUDE                                                                               

*CALL TO WORSHIP                                                                                                        

Sing aloud with gladness: 
 

God is gathering the people! 
 

From the farthest parts of the earth we come: 
 

All who struggle; all who labor with new life! 
 

Those who are weeping, God will console; 
 

Those who get lost find a clear path home. 
 

Let us worship the God who gathers us! 
 

*HYMN                                                                                            Just As I Am                                                                            see insert 
      

*PRAYER OF INVOCATION                                                                                                                   

Ever-calling God, 

We give thanks that you have gathered us into your church 
and graced us with your faithful presence. 
We ponder our history, ancient and still developing, 
and marvel at the many expressions of your church. 
Grant us the vision to be a part of a new reformation for the Church 
that will bring ever more joy and justice to the world. 
Continue to gather us, the diverse lot of us,  
into Jesus’ vision and dream 
that your faithful people may be one in you. 

 

Silent Prayers are Offered 
 

*WORDS OF ASSURANCE 

Our God has gathered us together, forming us into community, where all may rest in the home of God’s 

heart.  
 

Thanks be to God. Amen. 
 

*GLORIA PATRI                                                                                                                                 
Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Ghost. 

As it was in the beginning, is now and ever shall be, world without end. Amen. 
 

*PASSING THE PEACE 
 

FIRST READING                                                                                Ezekiel 36:8-11                      
 

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE    
                                                                                                                                                   
PASTORAL PRAYER  
 

PARK RIDGE COMMUNITY CHURCH 



MUSICAL RESPONSE                                                         Hear the Good News of Salvation, v. 2 

 

PREACHING LESSON                                           Jeremiah 31:1-9 
                                                                         This is the word of God for the People of God.  
                                                                                                   Thanks be to God. 

 

SERMON                                                                                    Finding a Home                                             Pastor Carol Hill 

INVITATION TO OFFERING                                    
 

OFFERTORY                                                                               
 

*DOXOLOGY                                                                                                                                              
                                 Praise God from whom all blessings flow. Praise God all creatures here below.                               
                                   Praise God above ye heavenly host.  Praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost. Amen.                                                

 

*PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING                                                                                                                                

O Lord, our God, we celebrate that you have gathered us in from the wilderness and welcomed us 

home. Bless our offerings and our lives that all would further your efforts to welcome your people 

home into your loving embrace. Amen. 
 

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING 

May God be with you! 

And also with you! 
Lift your hearts to the One who welcomes you home. 
We open them to our God, who runs to embrace us with grace. 
Sing glad songs to the One who provides this feast. 
We join in singing to God, who throws a party for us in this place. 
 

…With all the prodigals as well as the pious, 
with all the saints as well as the sinners, 
with all the faithful, we sing to you: 
 

Holy, holy, holy, God who reconciles us to yourself. 
All creation is glad and rejoices. 
Hosanna in the highest! 
 

Blessed is the One who finds the lost and guides them home. 
Hosanna in the highest! 

 

…As we remember how he welcomed those we overlook, 
as we celebrate at the feast which is offered in his name, 
we would reflect on that mystery we call faith: 
 

Christ died, to be our salvation; 
Christ rose, to be our reconciliation; 
Christ will return, to lead us home. 
 

…And on the very day when all time will end, 
we will gather with your family around your table, 
our voices singing through all eternity glad songs to you, 
God in Community, Holy in One. Amen. 

        

THE LORD’S PRAYER (sung) 

Our Father, who art in Heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on Earth as it is in 

Heaven. Give us this day our daily bread and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. And lead us not 

into temptation but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever. Amen.      
 

RECEVING THE BREAD AND CUP 
 

PRAYER AFTER RECEIVING  
 

HYMN                                                                              I’m Gonna Live So God Can Use Me                                        see insert  
 



BENEDICTION                                                               
 

POSTLUDE                                                                          
                                                                                          

* INDICATES TO PLEASE RISE IN BODY AND SPIRIT, IF ABLE                            BOLD INDICATES TO SPEAK ALOUD IN ONE VOICE, IF ABLE 

 
 

LEADING US IN WORSHIP SEPTEMBER 5, 2021 
Rev. Carol Hill, Senior Minister      Sasha Gerritson, Director of Music Ministries 
Pastor Mollie Foster, Associate Minister     Angie & Andrew Weber, musicians 
Liz Swanson, Director of Pastoral Services Sue Douglass, organist 
Siri Nelson, Lector                                                                                                                                                  
 
Ushers: Sharon Kemerer, George Skoog, Cindy Klimmeck, Jan Steiner, Paula Mack, and Mike Artrip 
 

 
CREDITS: 

Scripture is read from the New Revised Standard Version.  

Call to Worship and Prayer of Invocation are written by Rev. Bonnie Tarwater, and posted on the United Church of Christ’s 

Worship Ways website.  http://www.ucc.org/worship/worship-ways/  

The Great Thanksgiving liturgy adapted from one written by © Thom M. Shuman, 2013. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.ucc.org/worship/worship-ways/


 

 

One of the gifts of community is that hold one another in prayer.  Each week, we share our joys and sorrows with 
one another so that we might feel the support of community. No one is alone. God is with us, and we are supporting 
one another.  

WE PRAY FOR THOSE IN OUR CONGREGATION AND OUR LOVED ONES:  
Heather Cannon, Erika Cornelisen, Kylie Figgins, Jon Forsythe, Edith E. Hurlburt, Tom Kapolnek, Candace Kidston, Walter and 
Christina Kotecki, Geri LeDuc, Lurana Nelson, Leo Netko, Dean Muenzer, Reggie Pantazi, Susan Ruth, Ann Stutts, Kathleen 
Weller, Joyce Wright, Kate Zoellner. 

 

PRAYER REQUESTS FROM AUGUST 29TH: 
 

• 8/22 we celebrated Bob M's birthday, Terry K.’s has a birthday on 8/30, Andrea G. on 8/31, Sue Carroll and Julie S. on 
9/2, and Ryan M. and Neal W. on 9/3, and Kyrie N. on 9/4! 

• Jim M's friend Tracy gives thanks for the prayers and generosity of PRCC, as does Jim.   
• Ongoing prayers as food insecurity plagues so many.  
• We celebrate that Marty M is healing from his hip replacement surgery and is showing some good signs of returning 

strength. 
• Please hold Bill and Sue C in your prayers as they sell their home and move into a senior living close by.  
• Please hold Sue C's cousin in Clarksville in our prayers as her husband has covid. 
• Please hold Vicky K, our nursery care provider in your prayers as she cares for her mother whose health is declining. 
• Cathy S asks us to hold her granddaughter in our prayers as she begins a time of service in the Middle East.  
• Please hold Melissa H's father Tom in your prayers as he has been diagnosed with acute myeloid leukemia and is 

beginning a chemo regimen.  
• Joy S. asks that we pray for her 65-year-old sister with an inoperable tumor on her pancreas. We pray for the success 

of her current treatment and the strength of her body to respond well.  Joy also asks that we pray for her 6-year-old 
grandson as he recovers from oral surgery from yesterday.  

• Karen N has two prayer requests, one for her friend Becky's husband who sustained an injury that could affect his 
livelihood and the second for her friend Paula who's husband suffered a heart attack.  We hold Karen’s friend as well 
as her own family members in our prayers as they continue their own healing too. 

• Bill W. seeks prayers for his cousin Bernadine, who has begun chemo and radiation for a brain tumor. We hold her 
spouse, two daughters and entire care team and family in our prayers as they surround and support Bernadine 
through treatment and her healing.  

• We also join our hearts in praying for Bill W's aunt Terry, who has a number of medical challenges and her daughter 
Jeannie who is caring for her.  

• We continue our prayers for Tricia W's friend Kim, who after treatment last winter for Hodgkin's lymphoma has 
discovered the lymphoma is still active and has begun a second round of treatment. She celebrates how present God 
has been throughout this journey and that God is still at work healing her body, mind, and soul.  We left her up in our 
prayers for her healing, her strength, and that faith would continue to carry her through. 

• We continue to pray for the situation in Afghanistan as violent acts have occurred and continue to be a threat all while 
happening under the chaos of a difficult evacuation with a quickly approaching deadline. 
 
 

 
 

 

 

 

PRAYER REQUESTS 

 



  



 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 



 
 

 
 

SEPTEMBER 11TH VIGIL 
We will be hosting a vigil on September 11th to commemorate the 20th anniversary of that day in our nation’s history. Gather 
with us at 7 pm for a time of prayer and honor for those we lost.  The City of Park Ridge will also be hosting a Memorail on 
Sept. 10th at 8 am. 
 

FELLOWSHIP GOLF TOURNAMENT 
Sunday, September 19th - TAM Golf Course 
Tee Time: 3:30 pm 
Calling all PRCC golfers!! No need to be an expert golfer, this is an event for anyone looking to connect and have fun! Our 
Fellowship team is coordinating a fabulous golf outing once again. In years past (except we missed last year), this has been a 
fun event of small groups playing best ball, enjoying fellowship and fun, and wow-ing each other with our excellent/not so 
excellent golf games! Come as an individual and be placed on a team or register with your group of 4. Dinner and beverages 
will be served under the PRCC tent at 6:30 pm and beyond. Non-golfers are welcome to join in on the dinner festivities! Some 
of the logistics are still being confirmed including golf and dinner pricing. If you are interested in joining in on the fun, contact 
Dan Smith dan.r.smith.827@gmail.com.   

 

PRCC COUPLES RETREAT – Registration Closing Soon!  
Oct. 1st – 3rd

Whether you are still considering marriage or have been married for 50 years, you will not want to miss this opportunity to 
enrich your relationship, spend time relaxing with your beloved, and enjoy fellowship with other couples from PRCC. This 

weekend retreat will blend large and small group conversations, time to relax and reconnect with your partner. You can 
register online or through the Church Office. 
 
 

 

 
ALL CHURCH CLEAN-UP 
Sign-up to help prepare the Church for a new year of ministry and celebration.  The Trustees and staff have prepared a list of 
opportunities to make our spaces tidy and shiny!  Take a look at the list, sign up for a task or two with your family, friends, or 
ministry groups.    Supplies will be available in the Park Place Room. Please pick a date between Sept 3rd and Sept 18th.   Below 
is a link to the sign-up list.  

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10c0d4ea5a92aa0ffc16-church

VOLUNTEER WALKERS 
Volunteers needed to lend an arm to anyone who might need a little support walking across the grass to the tent.  We have a 
few members who find walking across the grass a bit difficult and would appreciate having a supportive presence next to them 
as they make their way to the worship area under the tent.  Some might like an arm to hold on to or help carrying their 
chair.  Others come without chairs so help setting out some chairs is also appreciated. Please contact Liz Swanson or the 
Church Office if you can help!  
 

JOIN THE OUTREACH TEAM! 
Join us at the next Christian Outreach Committee meeting which will be held under the tent on Wednesday, September 8 at 
7:00 pm.    All are welcome! 
 

JOIN THE USHER TEAM! 
If you are a friendly, welcoming person and would like to serve our church, we would love to have you join our Usher team. We 
presently have openings on all four of our teams. Each team serves on Sundays for three set months of each year. It is 
rewarding and is a great way to get to know fellow church members.  Please see or call Dave Kapolnek (847-529-6845) for 
more information or to volunteer. 

 

 

 

 

 

UPCOMING EVENTS  

VOLUNTEER! 

about:blank


 

 

 

STARTING THURSDAY, SEPT. 16: Thursday Church Night! (Nursery care from 5:30-9:00 pm) 
       5:00 pm Bells on High Practice 

       5:30 pm Simple Supper (sign up here - https://www.signupgenius.com/go/30E094BAEAB2DA4FB6-simple) 

               6:00 pm Children ages 5-11 Kids Club in the Tent 

                       Confirmation Class (on the driveway) 

                       Adult Bible Study: "Taste and See" (in Library) 

         7:30 pm Chancel Choir Practice 

Thursday Night Bible Study: Taste and See 
What is home without good food? Join Pastor Carol as we engage in a six week study "Taste and See: Discovering God Among 
Butchers, Bakers, and Fresh Food Makers." We will travel the world (over video) as the question is put to those growing and 
making food - "How do you read scripture in light of what you do every day?" We will explore scripture, share favorite recipes, 
and live into the Psalmist's exhortation: "Taste and see that the Lord is good!" Bring your bibles and be ready to dig in! 

Tuesday Daytime Bible Study: Disciple II - Into the Word, Into the World 
Disciple II invites participants to consider scripture as we get into the Word of God through Scripture and apply it to our lives 
in the world. We will hear about historical context, explore meanings of the original Hebrew texts and apply the Torah to 
everyday life.  In the first 16 weeks, we will explore Genesis and Exodus, and then in 2022, this study will pick up Luke and Acts 
as we see how the early church applied these basic teachings that are so foundational to the community of faith.  Workbooks 
are available from the church office for $20 each and will be used for the entire year. We will meet in the library, OR 
participants can choose to join over 
zoom:  https://us06web.zoom.us/j/81599270512?pwd=VWQzc3R0SEVHNzJraXNQQWdPOW1aQT09 

 

 

CHILDREN’S MINISTRY VOLUNTEERS NEEDED! 
Come experience one of the most rewarding ways to serve in our church! We are looking for Sunday School teachers, helpers, 

and volunteers for Children’s Ministry events.  We will be planning in advance and delegating responsibilities so you know 

exactly what and when we need you! Contact Shelley to sign up and join the team! 

NURSERY STAFF NEEDED 
We are looking for new staff members for our Nursery on Sunday mornings and Thursday evenings. Childcare is provided from 

8 am to 11 am on Sunday mornings and on Thursday evenings from 5 pm to 9 pm. Pay starts at $10 an hour. These hours are 

flexible and we invite you to volunteer as your schedule allows. Please contact the Church Office or Shelley O'Brien for any 

questions or if you would like to volunteer! We thank you all in advance for considering this beautiful ministry. We will be 

requiring that all adults working with children wear masks at all times.  

SUNDAY SCHOOL REGISTRATION 
If you would like to register for the coming Sunday School year, you may do so through the Church Office, by contacting Shelley 

O’Brien, or on our website - https://www.parkridgecommunitychurch.org/christian-education. We are discussing the idea of 

“Pop Up” Sunday School, meeting under tents outside when the weather allows.  

YOUTH MINISTRY PARENT MEETING 
Sunday, September 19th at 6 pm on the Carriage House Driveway 
All parents are invited for a quick meeting to learn more about the Youth Ministry Year and Summer 2022 Mission Trip 
destination and registration! Rain plan will be Jordan Hall. 
 

YOUTH FALL SCHEDULE 
See the September Newsletter for more details!  

Youth Group: *Starting, Sept. 19 
Meets weekly 

Sundays, 11:30am-1:00pm 
All Youth 6th-12th grades 

YOUTH AND CHILDREN’S MINISTRY 

ADULT CHRISTIAN ED 

https://us06web.zoom.us/j/81599270512?pwd=VWQzc3R0SEVHNzJraXNQQWdPOW1aQT09
https://www.parkridgecommunitychurch.org/christian-education


 

Confirmation Class: *Starting Sept. 16 
Meets weekly 

Thursdays, 6:00-7:30pm 
7th grade and up 

 
Youth Lead: *Starting Sept. 23  
1st and 3rd Thursdays  

6:00-7:30pm 
Those confirmed and/or in High School 
 

Sunday School: 
Youth will stay in worship service 
Sunday School lessons combined with Youth Group time following worship  

  



 

 

Save the Date – Rally Day! 
 

September 12th at 10 am 
 

Join us for a day of celebration and fellowship as we kick off our Fall Worship 
programs! 

 

10 am - Outdoor Church Service under the Tent 

11:30 am – Bike Parade 

12:00 pm – Lunch (individual, boxed lunches) 

Other Activities – 

- Corn Hole Tournament – visit https://forms.gle/277EyCLZ6L9bSR327 to sign up! 

   - The Wehman Band concert 

   - Carnival Games 

- Ministry Fair 

 

We will also have more information on upcoming ministries such as Bible Study and Youth programs. 
Sunday School registration will also be open as well as information on various ways to volunteer. We are 
so exited to WELCOME YOU HOME! 

 
 

  

https://forms.gle/277EyCLZ6L9bSR327


 

 

Remembering September 11th 
On this 20th anniversary of 9/11, Park Ridge Community Church will once more invite the community to 

gather and pray.  Because of covid, we will remain outside.  We will meet on the front steps of the church. We 
will have two spotlights lighting up the sky in memorial to the losses experienced on that day. We will 

remember. We will pray. We will honor our first responders - those who have given their lives serving our 
community, those in the armed services who have given their lives serving our country, and those who 

continue to serve day after day. Join us at 7 pm on the front steps.  If the weather is uncooperative, we will go 
into the sanctuary.  We won’t cancel. We can’t cancel. We must remember. We must pray. 

 

 

 


