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Over the past few years, the leadership of PRCC has spent time exploring and learning about what it means to be Open and Affirming. 
And in this past year those efforts have been more intentional and wide-spread, as our congregation has engaged in panels, forums, 
and devotions exploring this important topic. We have heard from members of our church and community, who have shared how 
much an explicitly inclusive welcome means.  We have heard testimony from long-time members about how being open and 
welcoming has always been a value of this congregation, vital to our identity. 

Choosing to be an Open and Affirming (ONA) Congregation is a theological statement, professing a belief that the God who creates all 
persons in God’s very image didn’t make a mistake in the diversity of sexual orientation or gender identities. This spectrum of 
identities reflects God’s creative prowess, and we celebrate each person being exactly who God created them to be. Gay or Straight, 
Transgender or Cisgender, Nonbinary or distinctly Male or Female – we see God’s love and image in each person. 

Choosing to be an Open and Affirming Congregation is also much more than a vote. Yes, ultimately we hope that this fall or early next 
year, the Board will call a Congregational vote to determine if this is the will of our congregation.  However, the vote is about choosing 
as a congregation to enter into a covenant – with God, with one another, and with our community.  We will work collaboratively to 
develop a covenant that reflects PRCC’s values. This covenant serves as a clear statement of welcome and reflects our shared 
commitment to an atmosphere of radical belonging for all. This is not an end point, but rather a mile marker in our journey, as we 
continue to live into who God is calling us to be. 

Have you ever been somewhere that you felt you didn’t belong or were not really wanted?  Some folks have shared that they didn’t 
feel welcome in some places because of being divorced or being single or not having gone to college or not having children or being 
gay or …you get the point, the list goes on and on.  Many of us say that PRCC is a church where everyone belongs – so our covenant 
should reflect everyone! 

In late August, Kathy Chandler will lead us through a World Cafe-like process of finding just the right words that reflect ALL ARE 
WELCOME HERE.  Can’t it just be that simple? Well, not if you’ve ever been in a situation where you thought “all” were welcome, but 
found out that meant everyone except you.  Clarifying who we mean when we say “all” can be life-changing - as life changing as really 
understanding that God’s grace and love is for all, and we mean all.  This conversation is practical, is theological, and is about who we 
are as a church. There WILL be childcare available for this event. 

Following the World Cafe, the Social Justice Team will draft an ONA Covenant and will submit it to the Board of Directors. Then the 
Board will determine when and if we will hold a congregational vote to adopt the covenant. 

We are so grateful to be on this journey with you!  Please contact us if we can answer any questions or if you’d like to chat more 
about any of this.  We are happy to be conversation partners.  

Here are some events coming up in August you won’t want to miss:  
-  Saturday, August 7th at 7 pm: “Nothing More” Dance performance in the Great Hall
- Sunday, August 15th at 11:30 am: Panel Conversation w/ Leaders from the UCC and a congregation who completed this process of

becoming Open and Affirming
- Saturday, August 28th at 9:30 am: World Café to draft ONA Covenant (childcare provided)



WORSHIP 
ONLINE & IN-PERSON 
www.parkridgecommunitychurch.org 
SUMMER WORSHIP SCHEDULE WILL REMAIN ONE 
SERVICE AT 10 AM UNDER THE TENT THROUGH RALLY 
DAY. In case of poor weather, the service will move into 
the sanctuary. 

August 1 – Happy Campers: Protection 
Exodus 14 
Holy Communion 
Pastor Mollie preaching 

August 8- Happy Campers: Music 
Exodus 15 

August 15 - Happy Campers: Food 
Exodus 16 

August 22 - Happy Campers: Water 
Exodus 17 
Backpack Blessing 

August 29 - Happy Campers: Community 
Exodus 18 
Pastor Mollie preaching 

WAYS TO WORSHIP 
You are invited to worship with us online via our Livestream 
Service or in-person at 10 am. The Livestream service will be 
accessible on the church website, Facebook page, and 
YouTube channel for viewing live or anytime thereafter.  Many 
thanks to everyone for participating in the worship survey.  
We discovered strong support for having one service for 
everyone to gather together outside. 

RALLY DAY: SEPT 12 
Get ready for Rally Day 2021!! On Sunday, September 12th, we 
will launch a new year of ministry with an exciting day of 
worship and multi-generational activities.  Worship will be at 
10 am in the Tent, with the Wehman Band providing music! 
We will begin our new worship series “Welcome Home!” 
complete with gifts for each congregant! Stay tuned for all the 
exciting activities being planned! 

COMMUNION 
On Sunday, August 1, we 
will receive communion. If 
you are watching from 
home, please take some 
time before worship to 
gather some bread and 
juice or wine. If you would 
prefer a pre-packaged 
wafer and juice, we will deliver it to you, upon request! If you 
are joining us in person, we will have individually wrapped 
elements for you.  We anticipate using the pre-packaged 
individual servings of communion for the foreseeable future. 

WAYS TO GIVE:
Your giving to Park Ridge Community Church remains vitally 
important to keeping our building operating, our staff paid, 
and our ministries active! Thank you for your ongoing support.  
Just a reminder of the ways you can submit your financial 
contributions: 

- Drop off or mail a check to: 100 Courtland Ave. Park 
Ridge, IL 60068

- Sign up for automatic withdrawal from your bank 
account.

- Give through the Zelle app or Quickpay. Enter the 
email address:

giving@parkridgecommunitychurch.org

- Give electronically through PayPal on our website 
(FYI: the church incurs a fee with each PayPal 
transaction)

“NOTHING MORE” DANCE 
PRESENTATION coming to 
the PRCC stage! 
Saturday, August 7 at 7:00 pm on the Great Hall stage 
Krissie Odegard Geye, member of 
PRCC, choreographed and produced 
a dance presentation using some of 
the stories presented in the “God’s 
Expansive Love” devotional. Using 
spoken word, pre-recorded video, 
and live dance movement, the 
stories come alive and the emotion is 
made palpable.  All are invited to 
come and experience this beautiful 
and inspiring presentation! 

• Tickets/Reservations are available through the
church office; $15 per person, with proceeds
supporting the ministries of PRCC.

about:blank
about:blank
about:blank
https://www.parkridgecommunitychurch.org/online-donations


People on the 
Move… 
By Rev. Carol Hill, Senior Minister 

“I would hate to go back to having a big church building,” 
a clergy colleague of mine confided.  He had been a 
church planter for a number of years and had just 
opened their worship site in a storefront.  The space was 
to be shared with other businesses throughout the 
week, and the cost-savings, the headache savings, and 
flexibility that this new space provided was gratifying.  I 
have always been one who enjoyed the architectural 
evangelism that a church building provides, not to 
mention the access to space-on-demand for ministries, 
events, and programs.  I like the familiarity and comfort 
of parishioners being able to come to my office and to 
have a place for my own preparation that is outside of 
my home.  Still, my colleague’s affinity to this simpler life 
gave me pause.  

It’s hard for many of us to think about church beyond a 
building…well, until Covid.  Because of the pandemic, we 
had to reconceive of ministry.  “The church is not a 
building, the church is not a steeple, the church is not a 
resting place, the church is a people!” as the old hymn 
goes.  We, as the people of PRCC, continued to gather 
and worship week after week, even when we couldn’t 
meet in person.  We got creative in gathering virtually, 
made many more phone calls, and eventually gathered 
outside.  This summer, we have added the tent.  

This shift in space has had its challenges, and I am 
excited to be fully back in the building…but I don’t want 
us to move too quickly past this wilderness period.  
Being displaced has potential to teach us new lessons 
about God and about ourselves.  Week after week, a 
team of dedicated folks set up and take down 
equipment, altar spaces, microphones, and chairs. The 
congregation – YOU – bring your own set up, having 
prepared and chosen to make the effort to be present to 
worship our Almighty God.  We make decisions about 
what pieces of ritual are important in our service, and 
which pieces of furniture make it worship-full outside in 
our tent.  

When Moses was leading the Hebrew people out of 
Egypt, they were still figuring out what it meant to be a 
congregation.  They didn’t have traditions to fall back on. 
They knew what to expect from their slave masters in 

Egypt, but not what to expect in this fledgling 
community.  Their exodus became the beginning of the 
Passover Feast. Their wandering in the wilderness was 
dangerous, and they were dependent on following the 
pillar of cloud by day and pillar of fire by night.  They 
depended on God for their food, water, protection, and 
formation of their identity.  This transitional time was 
hugely important in the formation of the Hebrew people.  

I think their willingness to learn (sometimes 
unwillingness to learn and learning the hard way) can be 
meaningful for us, as we are in something of a 
transitional period too.  I sure hope we are about to 
cross into the Promised Land of health and some of our 
traditions, but we are not quite there yet.  

When the people were in transition, they had to be 
flexible. They had to count on God, and they learned 
how to count on one another.  Eventually Moses went up 
to the mountain and received the Ten Commandments, 
and then again after he broke them.  But before they 
even had guidelines on how to live together, the people 
of God were holy wanderers.  

My family was not big on camping due to allergies, 
asthma, and basic aversion to outdoors; however, in my 
adulthood, I have gone camping with my husband and 
children a few times.  With the kids, I’ve camped for 
multiple days on end…which was hugely instructive! We 
learned about the importance of closing the tent when 
we left for the day, the importance of rationing our food 
and water, the joy of being disconnected from society 
and connected to creation, and unimportance of make-
up, hair dryers, and looking like we usually do.  We slept 
well, and heard the night noises differently.  It was like a 
recalibration of our souls.   

In this last month of tent worship, we will consider the 
practice of holy wandering.  We will read the stories of 
Exodus and the ways people who were on the move 
were able to connect with God in ways that would last 
from generation to generation.  We will consider the 
lessons we can glean from our own situation of being on 
the move, setting up, taking down, being flexible in times 
of rain, etc.  

I pray that through worship, through our wandering in 
this particular wilderness moment, we might experience 
God in new ways. I pray we find our souls recalibrating to 
God’s rhythms. I pray we find rest and renewal.  Happy 
Campers? Yes, indeed, as we sing, learn, worship, grow, 
serve, and play!  I am thankful to be wandering on this 
journey with you!   



OUR PRAYER 
MINISTRY  
Prayer is an act of faith and practice in trusting that God 
hears us.  This month we explore the practice of Holy 
Wandering through scripture, worship together and 
even as we wander toward God through prayer.  As the 
Spirit leads you, please include the following in your 
personal prayer time. 

Continue to include in your prayers all those on our prayer 
ministry list: Heather Cannon, Erika Cornelisen, Kylie Figgins, 
Jon Forsythe, Edith E. Hurlburt, Tom Kapolnek, Candace 
Kidston, Walter and Christina Kotecki, Geri LeDuc, Lurana 
Nelson, Leo Netko, Dean Muenzer, Reggie Pantazi, Susan Ruth, 
Ann Stutts, Kathleen Weller, Joyce Wright, Kate Zoellner. 

We also keep in our prayers the following July requests: 

Life in the Resurrection 
- Please hold friends of John and Kathy Davis in your prayers
one of their friends lost his life in a motorcycle accident last
weekend.
- We hold in our prayers the family and friends of Gale Harding
Lyle, Bev P's father, who entered life in the resurrection July 2.
- Please hold the Zoellner family in your prayers as they
celebrate Bill's life on July 17th.

Healing and Recovery 
- Please hold all of our families in prayer as each family
struggles with the balance of marital relationships, children's
activities, work, and so much more.
- Please hold Fred Flener in your prayers as he transitions from
California to Illinois and moves into a new living situation.
- We have been asked to pray for a loved one who is seeking
treatment to overcome an addiction.
- Please hold in pray all those missing loved ones from the
collapse in the Florida condo building as well as the safety of
the search & rescue teams still working.
- We pray for Scott Nelson, who had a successful Achilles
surgery on Tuesday and is home recovering.
- Continue to hold in your prayers, Amber D, niece of Sue and
Dave Douglass. as she begins treatment for cancer, while
caring for a newborn.
- Please hold Geri LeDuc in your prayers as her health and
capacities decline. Our prayers are with Linda and Darcy as
well.
- Please continue to pray for Erika as her cancer battle
requires more aggressive treatment.
- Hold Luan and Bill Zoellner's nephew, Marty G in your
prayers as he recovers from a stem cell transplant this past
Friday and continues his regimen on chemo.
- Two anonymous requests for loved ones who are struggling

with suicidal ideation, one who is struggling with medical 
challenges, another with mental health and addiction 
recovery.  
- We celebrate Scott Nelson's progress as he heals from
achilles surgery last week. We pray that his pain remain
tolerable and his healing continuous.
- Elaine Zabawski asks us to pray for a former member and her
cousin Mary who is hospitalized with covid and double
pneumonia. Please keep Mary in your prayers for healing and
for Tom, her husband and family as they are concerned about
her recovery.
- Please continue to pray for Kathleen W. as her medical
conditions prevents her from having antibodies to Covid.
- Linda LeDuc. let us know how grateful they are for our
prayers for her mother Geri. Geri is home from the hospital
and doing much better.
- We continue to pray for Emily & Matt as they wait for baby
Luca to be induced this Sunday. Luca will need open heart
surgery very quickly after he is born and now they have the
added concern of Matt having to quarantine after being
exposed to covid.
- We also want to pray for those preparing for and anticipating
upcoming surgeries including Marty McHugh and Pat
Tamburrino.

Joys 
- On this Independence day, we celebrate the freedoms we
cherish, the leadership provided over the centuries of this
nation's existence, and our continued work towards creating a
more perfect union, free from injustice, healing the wounds of
the past, where there is liberty and justice for all.
- We celebrate the Welcoming and Membership gathering,
which included a number of new families inquiring about our
church!
- Kapolnek's 35th wedding anniversary on 7/12.
- We celebrate having Sasha back from vacation; Pray for
Pastor Mollie on her vacation, and celebrate rhythms of work
and play, rest and renewal.
- We celebrate the baptism of Lincoln Tosh.
- Kym Dohnke is celebrating that she is going to be starting a
new job.
- Bud and Barrie Shinn will celebrate their 62nd anniversary on
July 31st.
- James Dominic Woo, grandson of Jim and Sharon Solomon,
was born pm July 19th! Both baby and mom, Elizabeth, are
doing great!
- Brooklyn Mae Johanet, granddaughter of Dick and Marylynn
Collentine, was also born on July 19th! Baby and mom, Kaitlyn,
are doing great!
- It was a joy to celebrate Rose's baptism and the joy and hope
that she represents as a child of God.
- We celebrate with Sarah M, whose sister Becca delivered her
healthy baby girl, Solveig Simone Bakke on 7/17. Prayers with
Becca and Jeff as they adjust to life with a newborn.
- We celebrate the 23rd wedding anniversary of Andrew and
Angie Weber on July 18th!
- Mary & Norm Wave also welcomed a new granddaughter
recently.



- We give thanks that Colleen Moriarty will be headed out to
camp this week to use her gifts of nursing to care for children
grieving the loss of loved ones due to homicide & violence.
- We celebrate that Fred Flener is back in IL and pray for him
as he and his family discern the next living and care situation
for his overall health and wellness.

WALKING VOLUNTEERS 
Volunteers needed to lend an arm to anyone who might 
need a little support walking across the grass to the 
tent.  We have a few members who find walking across 
the grass a bit difficult and would appreciate having a 
supportive presence next to them as they make their 
way to the worship area under the tent.  Some might like 
an arm to hold on to or help carrying their chair.  Others 
come without chairs so help setting out some chairs is 
also appreciated. 

If you are available and able to help, please gather at the 
garage at 9:45 am to set up 6 folding chairs with 
arms.  Then wait on the concrete next to the parking lot 
to be on the lookout for anyone who might appreciate 
someone to walk with.  Please also check in with them 
after the service to walk them back to solid ground.  If 
you have any questions, just reach out to Liz Swanson. 

Sign up here: 
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/30E094BAEAB2DA4F
B6-walking

UPDATING PRCC 
MEMBERSHIP ROLLS 
We are updating our membership roll, which has become 
somewhat outdated.  In August, we will distribute a link to an 
updated online listing of our membership. We encourage 
everyone to check and be sure you are included if you are a 
member.  If your name is missing, please simply notify the 
church office, and the mistake will be corrected.  If you notice 
folks who have moved or are no longer active, alert the church 
office so we can check with those households as to whether or 
not they wish to remain on our roll.  If individuals or 
households do not respond to 
requests to confirm 
membership or if we do not 
have any current contact 
information, we will assume 
they have found a new faith 
community.  Thank you for 
your help!  

If you or a loved one has a birthday that we have missed, 
please contact the church office so we can include you in our 
Sunday joys! 

CALENDARING DAY: August 
7 from 1-3 pm 
In an effort to align our 
ministries, programs, and 
events over the next year, as 
well as inspire potential 
collaboration, our staff will host 
a Calendaring day! Board 
members, Committee Chairs, 
and any interested members 
are welcome to come and bring your calendars! We will 
meet in Jordan Hall on Saturday, August 7 from 1-3 pm 
and will cover August 2021 - August 2022, highlighting 
holidays, fundraisers, and ideas for new events.

AUGUST BIRTHDAYS: 
We celebrate and pray God’s blessing upon these birthdays… 

8/1 Marylynn Collentine 

8/4 Jay Crowley 

8/8 Terry Krahl; Sadie Nelson 

8/9 Denise Steele 

8/12 Chloe Sanderson 

8/13 Liz Swanson; Rachel Parker; Theo Pomeroy 

8/16 Carrie Plach 

8/17 Alex Biardo 

8/18 Aria Geye 

8/21 Peter Meunzer; James Meunzer; Taylor Crowley; Kelly Mack 

8/22 Paul Rauch 

8/23 Archer Geye 

8/25 Bill Rx 

8/26 Max Chandler 

8/27 Jan Steiner; Angie Papassavas 

8/28 Dean Whitford; Leena Swanson; Owen Froschle 

8/29 Bob Mack 

8/31 Andrea Goodwin 

7/30 Zachary Pomeroy

7/31 Karen Nelson

about:blank
about:blank
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/30e094baeab2da4fb6-walking
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/30e094baeab2da4fb6-walking


BOARD UPDATE 
By Tom Goodwin and Naomi Siebert 

It’s hard to believe that we are already getting ready for 
“Back to School” mode, and that means the fall 
programming is well under way! While we have not met as 
a Board since June, we look forward to gathering with the 
Board of Directors on Tuesday, August 17th in Jordan Hall, 
as we begin to resume a more typical meeting schedule.  
For those unable to attend in person, there will be a virtual 
attendance option too. (We think virtual/in-person hybrid 
meetings may be here to stay).  

The Faith Development Committee, under the leadership of 
Terry Kallen and Darcy LeDuc, will be meeting on Sunday, 
August 22 as they prepare for the year to come with 
education classes for children, youth, and adults. Our 
Children and Youth are invited to have their backpacks 
blessed on Sunday, August 22 during worship.  Bible 
Studies, First Communion Class, Confirmation, and 
Interactive Learning events are important ways our 
congregation continues to LEARN and GROW together! We 
look forward to all that is being planned by the Faith 
Development Committee!  

The Worship Support Committee with new Chair, Gretchen 
Kapolnek, is meeting on Thursday, August 26 to prepare for 
the move to indoor worship, aligning all the teams who pull 
together worship.  Guided by the preaching series, the Altar 
Guild plans out visual displays to support the themes. The 
ushers and deacons provide general support for the 
worship services. The choir is back to rehearsing and 
preparing for being in the sanctuary and the children’s 
music team prepares coordinating pieces several times a 
year. We are grateful for the partnership of so many to 
make the worship experiences so meaningful. 

The Fellowship Committee, with Chairs Sarah McCarty and 
Dan Smith, is reconceiving of Coffee Hour and how that can 
look in 2021-2022. They have another movie night under 
the tent scheduled for Friday, August 20th and there’s a 
campfire sing-a-long planned for Saturday, August 21 in the 
evening.  A Rally Day concert and corn-hole tournament are 
being planned for September 12. Other events like a golf 
outing and more are being considered to provide 
opportunities in the coming year for us to PLAY together! 

 The Outreach team, with Chair Laura Lapp, is 
solidifying partnerships with organizations where we will 
SERVE in the coming year… cooking for the Lincoln Park 
Shelter and Sunday Night Suppers, collecting items for the 

Bridge Project, continuing commitments with 
Jeanne Schultz school, and supporting our food pantry.  Our 
Senior Outreach team is coordinating dates to extend extra 
care for our homebound members, and the Knitting Knights 
keep us supplied with prayer shawls to provide loving 
support to individuals and families going through difficult 
circumstances.  The Medical Lending Closet volunteers have 
continuously served our community by loaning out and 
receiving medical equipment throughout the pandemic, 
providing much needed support. 

Our Staff Parish Relations Committee, with Chair John 
Sasser, is preparing to meet with each staff member for 
annual reviews, celebrating ministry in the past year, 
offering support for the year to come, and considering 
goals in what’s next.  This “new” committee is working 
diligently to provide feedback and support for our staff 
team. 

Our Trustees are continuing to care for the building and 
may have more updates soon on a project on the West Wall 
of the Great Hall. The Finance team is getting organized for 
Stewardship. The Welcoming and Membership Committee 
is finding ways to welcome guests to worship and reach out 
to members who have been absent.  THERE IS LOTS GOING 
ON! 

When we look at the variety of ministries and the efforts to 
creatively consider the year to come, we cannot help but 
give thanks for the dedication of so many! We celebrate the 
willingness of our Board of Directors to give their time so 
generously.  We celebrate the Committee members who 
gather for meetings on Zoom and in person to help 
strategize ministry plans and sign up to do all the miniscule 
and gargantuan tasks! The people who make up Park Ridge 
Community Church – YOU – are AMAZING!! Thank you for 
all that you are doing to LEARN, GROW, SERVE, AND PLAY 
and invite even more people in to join us in this endeavor!   

Save the Date – Rally Day! 

September 12th – join us for hot dogs, the Wehman 
Band, a corn hole tournament and more! 



STEPHEN 
MINISTRY 
MESSAGE 
Ezekiel 36:26 “I will give you a new heart and put a new 

spirit in you: I will remove from you your heart of stone and 

give you a heart of flesh.”  

My Story of Stephen Ministry 
- Liz Swanson

My Story of Stephen Ministry 

Once upon a time…  It was a dark and stormy night…. In the 
beginning God created… It was the best of times/it was the 
worst of times….  

Introduction - Stories begin in so many different ways, this 
is my story of Stephen Ministry.  Like any good story, my 
Stephen Ministry story began going one direction and took 
some twists and turns along the way.  Also, like a good 
book, I couldn’t really tell by the cover or the opening line 
what to expect.   The truth is, I didn’t really know what 
Stephen Ministry was before I began Stephen Ministry 
training. 

Chapter One - Dave and I were both asked to train as 
Stephen Ministers.  We had heard about Stephen Ministry 
but didn’t really know too much about it, other than some 
great people were Stephen Ministers.  Training meant a big 
commitment of time with classes, pre-class readings and 
even a Saturday morning “retreat”.  We knew the time 
commitment wouldn’t be easy but were happy to be doing 
it together and thought it would be like reading a classic 
novel; a bit time consuming but well worth it.   

Chapter Two - Our class began with a small group of us, and 
it was so meaningful and rich!  We learned such practical 
and important ways to relate to people.  We met together 
& began skill building classes like; the Art of Listening, 
Confidentiality, Feelings, Assertiveness Communications, 
Maintaining Boundaries and more.  An unexpected twist in 
training came when it hit me that this wasn’t just practical 
tips & book learning, it was transformational.   

Chapter Three - In the middle of training, I realized I needed 
to have a Stephen Minister in my life before I could be a 
Stephen Minister to anyone else.  I was not in crisis nor was 
there anything earth shattering going on, but I recognized 

Stephen Ministry offers the rare gift of an unconditional 
“heart check”- not like the heart checkups we get when 
going to the doctor’s office and are told to exercise because 
it keeps our hearts & bodies healthy.  Stephen Ministry is a 
heart check to keep our emotional selves healthy.  Like all 
people my life included joys and concerns, changes, 
disappointments, challenges and some emotional hits. To 
protect my heart, I held the hurts hidden.  Over time, the 
weight of those hurts added up.  Hearts can only hold big & 
little pains for so long and then it’s best to start exercising 
and lighten the hurt load. 

Chapter Four - We finished training and I began meeting 
with my Stephen Minister.  I was so grateful to have 
someone to talk with regularly.  Our conversations allowed 
me to talk in a confidential way and know that someone 
was listening with undivided attention.  She had no answers 
or ways to “fix” those big & little hurts in my heart but by 
speaking about them, I felt less of a heavy heart.  Sharing 
the wear and tear of life hidden in my heart with my 
Stephen Minister was like the necessary exercise we all 
need to keep healthy.   

Chapter Five - Maybe you are feeling like I did and you are 
thinking to yourself, “I could use a heart checkup”.  Because 
really, WE ALL COULD!  With world events like a pandemic, 
economic upheaval, political polarization, environmental 
catastrophes as well as personal events like health 
stressors, career uncertainty, relationship strain, school 
chaos and so much more, who wouldn’t have a heavy 
heart?  Talk to me about Stephen Ministry.  I can tell you 
more about my story and I’d love to hear your story.   

Not The End – Are you ready to start your own Stephen 
Ministry story?  Stephen Ministers are ready to come along 
side you and assist you in lightening the load of a heavy 
heart.  Many of us would love to tell you more about 
Stephen Ministry.  Please call the office or talk with Pastor 
Carol, Liz Swanson, Ginny Feurer or any of our Stephen 
Ministers.  This is the perfect time to begin your Stephen 
Ministry story. 



SUMMER 
NEWS 

VOLUNTEER SPOTLIGHT
So many members and friends volunteer their time to our 
beloved church.  We are grateful for each and every one of them. 
Some people we see and hear about all the time but there are 
others behind the scenes and we don’t always know about all that 
they do. Each month in our Volunteer Spotlight we say thank you 
to an individual, couple or group for sharing their time and 
talents. This also gives us the opportunity to share with members 
and newcomers a little bit of information about what our 
"generous stewards of God's gifts" are doing here at PRCC.  

"Each of you should use whatever gift you have received to serve 
others, as faithful stewards of God's grace in its various forms."  
Peter 4:10 

This month we recognize 

JOHN 
SASSER! 

John is the person you 
turn to when you need something done! John and his wife 
Leigh have been long term members of PRCC and have put 
their love and time into our congregation as well as their PRCC 
social group, “Nor-40”. Both of their children, Rashada and 
Rob grew up here continuing the family tree from John’s 
parents who were also long time members.  

John is an active member of both the Chancel Choir and the 
Bells on High group. In both gatherings, he is always ready to 
help out and make sure the performance goes on flawlessly. 
He has offered his time at Memorial Services as well, offering 
his passion for music as a way to celebrate another life. 

John is very active in the Men’s Breakfast group and has 
become the “un”official zoom leader of the group! He ensured 
that all of the gentlemen stayed connected through the 
lockdown and has continued to make that option possible so 
that all of them can meet. 

John is currently the first ever chair for the Staff Parish 
Relations Committee. He helps to facilitate pairing staff with 

their person and making sure that they gel and have a good 
partnership. He also sits in on meetings with staff and SPR 
members.  

John is also a recently trained Stephen Minister.  We are 
grateful for John's contribution to the Stephen Ministry team 
as he brings caring and thoughtful support to all those he 
connects with.  He has been a willing and regular volunteer 
offering to walk anyone who would like a supportive arm and 
friendly presence to the tent Sunday mornings.  John patiently 
lends his tech support whenever that is needed, either on 
Zoom calls or with the hybrid conference call set up in the 
library.  John is generous in offering his gentle, guiding hand in 
so many different areas of our congregation, in so many 
different ways. 

Around the community - John is a huge supporter of Avenues 
to Independence as well as Rainbow Hospice. He is a longtime 
Park Ridge resident, committed to helping the town, also 
serving as a volunteer fireman! 

John is always first in line when you need help with set up or 
break down. He is always insistent on helping however he can. 
Thank you John for ALL that you do, is it is so appreciated!  

ARTS AND DÉCOR 
Arts and Decor is seeking members to join it’s committee. Arts 
and Decor is responsible for the inside aesthetics of the rooms in 
our church. If interested contact the Arts and Decor chair 
at marylynncollentine@parkridgecommunitychurch.org 
Please reach out with any questions, thank you. 

MEDITATION AND YOGA 
Yoga is back in person! The Monday night class has resumed in 
the Great Hall at 7 pm. Chair Yoga is also back, at 10:15 am in the 
Great Hall. 
Yoga Nidra is now available 24/7 via a recorded link! 
https://us02web.zoom.us/rec/share/dpj5scF8taGoSxK2pTcQ9u6
mUGamhPsKzE_UsAtK83yCNqZQFVbjv3YH4pO5tdO4.xPp1cnobO
AKBVVXv Passcode: UdY.c1E5 

MEMBERSHIP NEWS 
The Welcome and Membership Committee will be working 
over the coming months to determine who from our 
congregation is active either in-person or remotely and who 
we need to reach as we re-open. Please encourage your 
PRCC friends to return to worship if they have been 
disconnected over the past year! Invite someone to join you 
on the lawn or in the building as we are able to gather 
together! Our committee welcomes visitors and also 
supports the needs of our current membership. If you have 
any questions or feedback for our committee, please 
contact Sue Douglass or Sara Born (or the church office to 
reach us). 

mailto:marylynncollentine@parkridgecommunitychurch.org
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COUPLES 
RETREAT 
October 1-3 

Calling all couples! Whether you are still considering 
marriage or have been married for 50 years, you will not 
want to miss this opportunity to enrich your relationship, 
spend time relaxing with your beloved, and enjoy fellowship 
with other couples from PRCC. This weekend retreat will 
blend large and small group conversations, time to relax 
and reconnect with your partner, and culminate with a 

worship service with recommittal.  Couples may choose to 

complete an online assessment and schedule a 30-minute 
session with Pastor Carol to highlight areas of strength and 
potential areas for growth.  The Abbey at Lake Geneva 
provides a perfect setting for quiet walks by the lake, cute 
restaurants to share a bite to eat, and full spa to receive 
massages or just relax by the atrium pool.  Check in on 
Friday begins at 4 pm, and our first session will begin at 7 
pm, followed by a bonfire.  Saturday morning, there will be 
a session at 9:30 am, with much of the afternoon open for 
couple assessment, time at the spa, or just hanging with 
your partner.  Saturday evening will include a dinner buffet 
and another group session, and Sunday morning, we will 
experience a service of recommitment at an outdoor 
gazebo with check-out at 11 am, though you may stay and 
enjoy the spa all day! 

Costs for the Retreat 
For the first 10 couples who register, the cost will be $300, 
payable to PRCC (so we can use our tax exemption). After 
that, the cost goes up to $325 per couple, which includes 
the two-night stay at the Abbey, retreat materials, and 
dinner on Saturday night.  Additional meals, beverages and 
appointments in the spa are the responsibility of the 
couple.  If you would like to participate in the online 
assessment and debrief, that will be an additional $40, 
payable when you log-in. Couples Retreat participants 
receive 20% off spa services on Friday and Sunday, and by 
purchasing a spa service, you are entitled to use the spa 
facilities, pool, sauna, and whirlpool. Spa Services must be 
scheduled in advance (2 months recommended) with Lisa 
Colbert, Colbert@theabbeyresort.com or 262.275.1860. 
Meals and beverages can be ordered and delivered at the 
spa, if desired. 

Couples may choose to participate in Saturday only for $60, 
payable to PRCC, which includes the dinner buffet and 
retreat materials.  If choosing this option, there is a “day 
pass” payable at the spa of $25 per person if you would like. 
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SUMMER 
NEWS 

KINDRED SPIRITS CAFÉ 
AND BEYOND! 
Kindred Spirits Café is open to anyone who 
has an hour free on Tuesday’s at noon.  We 
have different opportunities for programs in 
person and virtually.  Join us in August in the 
following ways: 

8/3 – Under the tent with the Youth 

8/10 – Wear a Hat and come celebrate 
August birthdays 

8/17 – Music with Mark Holihan 

8/24 – Share your best summer books 

8/31 – Bingo and last KSC under the tent 

KNITTING KNIGHTS 
August is the perfect month to make small projects!  We are back to working with cotton to make soap sacks and 
washcloths.  Smaller projects are perfect for the summer because they are simple to do, travel well and aren’t big enough 
to heat you up while being made.  Small kits of cotton with patterns are available to take and make new dishcloths for our 
next outreach project.  We will be meeting on Saturday, 8/14 at 11:00 am under that tent.  Come to catch up on what’s 
going on and get inspired with some new projects. 

FELLOWSHIP MOVIE 
NIGHT 

August 27: E.T 

New Date! Bring blankets, chairs and snacks. 
Popcorn and candy will be on sale. This will be 

our final movie night, thank you to everyone that 
has joined us under the tent this summer! 



CLICK HERE to 
Register! 

file:///C:/Users/PRCCoffice/Desktop/2021%20Junior%20Choir%20Camp%20forms.pdf


SUMMER 

NEWS 
CREATION CARE TEAM 
UPDATE 
Creation Care Team met on July 22nd via zoom. We are 
working on: 

• Planning for a bike/walk/carpool to church Sunday in
September. Be on the lookout for more 
information soon. 

• Look for information on the outreach bulletin board
about what you can do to be a good steward of 
the environment. 

• Planning continues to move toward use of reusable
cups/plates, etc. and away from disposable items. 

• Planning continues on how to do a better job of
separating recyclables from trash at church and at 
church events. 

• Jenny Sanderson worked with some of our youth to
create signs to help spread our message. 

Karen Heckmann, a creation care team member, shares 
an interesting article this month,  
“The lie of ‘expired’ food and the disastrous truth of 
America’s food waste problem.” 
Read an excerpt below. 

Forty percent of food produced in America heads 
to the landfill or is otherwise wasted.  
Every year, the average American family throws 
out somewhere between $1,365 and $2,275, 
according to a landmark 2013 study co-
authored by the Harvard Food Law and Policy 
Clinic and the Natural Resources Defense 
Council. It’s a huge economic loss for food 
growers and retailers, who often have to ditch 
weirdly shaped produce or overstocked food 
that didn’t sell. 

Click on the link below to read the entire article. https://
www.vox.com/22559293/food-waste-expiration-label-
best-before 

If you're interested in joining our team, contact any one of 
us... 
Bill Barsanti, Karen Heckmann, Ginny Jacobson, Sharon 
Kemerer, Mike Laginess, Bob Mack, Karen Nelson, Jenny 
Sanderson, Liz Swanson, Tricia Williams 

YOUNG 
ADULT 
COOKOUT 
& POOL 
PARTY 
College Students, Twenty-Somethings…up to 30ish 
Somethings, come on over!  

We have been hearing from some of our young 
adults that we need to have a gathering! If you are 
between 18-35 years old, you are invited to join in a 
cookout and pool party at Pastor Carol’s house:  

111 S Lincoln Ave. Park Ridge, IL 60068 

Thursday, August 12th from 6:30-9:30 pm 

Food and Beverages provided! However, bring a 
dessert or your favorite thing to 
share, if you’d like! 

CAMPFIRE SONGS 
Join us for a campfire sing-a-long 
planned for Saturday, August 21 in the evening! All are 
welcome to gather around the fire and join voices 
together in fellowship. More details to follow!  

https://www.vox.com/22559293/food-waste-expiration-label-best-before
https://www.vox.com/22559293/food-waste-expiration-label-best-before
https://www.vox.com/22559293/food-waste-expiration-label-best-before
https://www.nrdc.org/sites/default/files/dating-game-report.pdf


CHILDREN’S 
MINISTRY 

SUNDAY SCHOOL RESUMES 
SEPT 19th 

We are committed to welcoming the children back into 
Sunday School in safe and responsible ways.  Our Sunday 
School classrooms will be sanitized between weeks.  
Children and adults will remain masked while in Sunday 
School to reduce germ spread.  Classroom sizes will be 
kept small, and registration is VERY IMPORTANT so we 
can recruit enough teachers and spread out.  We will 
continue to follow the standards put into place in the 
schools, with distance, lots of hand washing and small 
class size. We are excited to have My Bible and First 
Communion classes again this year, including all the 
students who missed out in 2020-2021. If you have 
questions, please contact Shelley O’Brien at 
sundayschool@parkridgecommunitychurch.org.  

Nursery Available Sept. 12th 

Our church nursery will be staffed to care for infants – 

Pre-K children during worship and some church 

activities.  Nursery staff are vaccinated and will ensure 

children are kept apart, while allowing for free play.  The 

nursery will be thoroughly cleaned between Sundays, 

with toys that went in a child’s mouth set aside for 

additional sanitizing.  

A PRAYER FOR THE 

CHILDREN 

God, thank you for all the joys of summer! 
For sunshine and rain, trips away and time at home, for 
camps and activities, and time to be in creation – we 
give you thanks! Watch over us as we prepare to go back 
to school.  Keep us safe, and help us to shine your light 
everywhere we go!  Amen.  

 

 

A NOTE FROM SHELLEY: 
Dear Students and Families, 
I have missed you so dearly over the summer, but I 
have enjoyed seeing pictures from VBS and your 
travels. I can’t wait to catch up and hear all about 
your adventures. This was a big summer for me 
because my youngest child, Molly played softball 
and is heading to Colorado to college in August. My 
older son Sean Is returning to Iowa In the fall. Pray 
for me because I will miss both of them so much! 
When I start to get sad about my kids growing up, I 
think of you, and you bring me great joy! I am so 
excited to get back to Sunday School, learning 
about Jesus and doing projects together!  Thanks 
for being little rays of God’s light! 
Much love, 
Shelley 

IN WORSHIP ON AUGUST 22nd 

All Students are invited to bring their backpacks to 

worship on Sunday, August 22nd.  School will have 

just started for some of our kids, and we will bless 

their backpacks and give them each a small 

reminder of this blessing.  We’ll be in the tent, so it 

will be extra special!  

CHILDREN’S MINISTRY 

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED! 

Come experience one of the most rewarding ways to 

serve in our church! We are looking for Sunday School 

teachers, helpers, and volunteers for Children’s Ministry 

events.  We will be planning in advance and delegating 

responsibilities so you know exactly what and when we 

need you! Contact Shelley to sign up and join the team! 

DON’T FORGET TO SIGN UP FOR JUNIOR CHOIR CAMP! 
2nd – 6th grade students. Aug. 9-13!! 
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YOUTH SUMMER MISSION WEEK 
All Youth who have completed 6th-12th grades are invited (friends included!) 

TUESDAY, AUG. 3: 
10:00am-3:00pm:  Work at PRCC 

• Cleaning Youth Space
• BINGO with "Kindred Spirits" (our social older generation!)
• Organizing Garages
• Yard Work
• Lunch at PRCC (Youth bring sack lunch)
• 3:00pm:  Depart for Evanston Light House Beach/Dinner provided
• 7:00pm: Return Home

WEDNESDAY, AUG. 4: 

• 10:00am: Work at PRCC/Corn Hole Construction!  Lunch at PRCC (Youth bring sack lunch)
• 2:15pm: Depart for "Feed My Starving Children/Schaumburg"
• 3:00pm-5:00pm: Volunteer at "Feed My Starving Children"
• 5:15pm: Dinner at Portillo's
• 7:00pm: Return Home

THURSDAY, AUG. 5: 

• 9:00am: Prepare Meal for Lincoln Park Shelter in PRCC Kitchen. Lunch at PRCC (Youth bring sack lunch)
• 12:00pm: Depart for "Greater Chicago Food Depository"
• 1:00pm-3:45pm: Volunteer at "Greater Chicago Food Depository"
• 5:15pm: Return Home
• 7:00pm-9:00pm:  ALL YOUTH SWIM PARTY! Hinkley Pool

Cost: $40 per person (scholarship available) 
Cost includes: evening dinner Tuesday and Wednesday, Beach Pass, T-shirt 

To sign up, contact Pastor Mollie! 

We will end the service experience with an ALL Youth Swim Party at Hinckley Pool from 7:00-

9:00pm.  Youth (even if they cannot attend service days) are invited and encouraged to invite 

their friends! 



YOUTH NEWS 
AUGUST YOUTH GROUP DATES 
-Wednesday, August 11: 6:30-8pm
-Sundays, August 22 & 29: 3:00-4:30pm

Corn Hole Tournament! 
In partnership with the Fellowship Team, our Youth will be hosting a Corn Hole/Bags tournament on Rally 
Day!  During our August Youth Group gatherings, they 
will be constructing and decorating the bag sets!  On 
Rally Day, we will have a silent auction for each set!  Be 
on the lookout for the Corn Hole/Bags tournament sign 
up! 

YOUTH GARDEN UPDATE 
Our flowers are blooming!  Be sure to walk by and enjoy 
the peaceful garden, produced by the youth!  They will 
also be creating some new addictions to the garden in 
the days to come! (Prayer mural, labyrinth and newly 
painted/decorated butterfly fountain). More news on 
that to follow in the September CCNews! 

SAVE THE DATES! 
-All Youth Parent Meeting: Sunday, September 19th @
6:00pm
-Confirmation Class and Youth Lead (NEW!) beginning September 15th
-Weekly Sunday Youth Group beginning September 19th: 3:30-5:00pm



OUTREACH 

NEWS
Questions about any of these outreach opportunities 
can be directed to 
outreach@parkridgecommunitychurch.org.

OPPORTUNITIES TO 
GIVE 
OUTREACH PARTNERS  
As schools are resuming in-person learning, our partners have 
some new and specific needs. We will collect the items listed 
below for our outreach partners: Jeanine Schultz Memorial 
School in Park Ridge, Maryville Academy’s Jen School in Des 
Plaines, and The Bridge Project. All items may be dropped off 
in the appropriate labeled bins in the Park Place Room. 

Cleaning Supplies 
Hand Sanitizer – Large 
Disinfectant Wipes 
Individual Kleenex Boxes 
Paper Towels 
Multipurpose Cleaning Spray 
Protective Gloves 

School Supplies - Middle School and High School 
Students 
Backpacks 
Ball Point Pens – Black, Blue, Red, Purple, Green 
Pencils, Erasers and Sharpeners 
Mechanical pencils, Colored pencils 
Highlighters and Markers 
Spiral notebooks and Composition books 
Loose leaf paper and computer paper 
Ruler - metric measurements 
Pocket folders 
Index cards, ruled and unruled 
Calculators 

CANS OF CARE 
Food donations can be dropped off in the Park Place Room, 
donations are taken weekly down to Maine Township Food 

Pantry. We are always looking for volunteers to take 
donations for us, if you are interested, contact the Church 

Office!  

Monetary Gifts 
If you’re unable to shop but still wish to give, we can do the 

shopping for you!  You may U.S. mail a check*, drop off a 
check* in the mail slot on the Courtland side of PRCC, or give 

online through the PRCC website.  
* Please be sure to make a note on the MEMO LINE of your 
check: Community Outreach

OPPORTUNITIES TO 
SERVE
LINCOLN PARK COMMUNITY SERVICES 
Prepare various parts of a meal in your home that 
will serve 35 people at Lincoln Park Shelter and/or 
volunteer to deliver the meal on our assigned date. 
Our next assigned dates are August 5th.  

If you can help, please visit PRCC website to avoid 
duplication of efforts/food selection.   

Questions about any of these outreach opportunities can be 
directed to outreach@parkridgecommunitychurch.org. 
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PRCC REMEMBER WHEN… 



100 S. Courtland Ave 
Park Ridge, IL 60068 

Contact Us: 
847-823-3164
office@parkridgecommunitychurch.org
parkridgecommunitychurch.org

Our Staff:   
Rev. Carol Hill, Senior Minister  pastorcarol@parkridgecommunitychurch.org  
Pastor Mollie Foster, Associate Minister pastormollie@parkridgecommunitychurch.org  
Sasha Gerritson, Director of Music Ministries sasha@parkridgecommunitychurch.org  
Shelley O’Brien, Director of Children’s Ministries sundayschoool@parkridgecommunitychurch.org 
Liz Swanson, Director of Pastoral Services liz@parkridgecommunitychurch.org  
Jaclyn Weir, Parish Coordinator  office@parkridgecommunitychurch.org  

First-class 
Postage 
Required 

--- 
Place Stamp 

Here 

about:blank
about:blank
about:blank
about:blank
about:blank
about:blank
about:blank

