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You are my beloved.
-Luke 3:22
Love your neighbor as yourself.
-Matthew 22:39
These are all words that we have heard over the
past month from our Gospel preaching
lessons. Short, simple, yet often challenging words
such as these are offered to us from Jesus. These
words bear great significance, exceeding our
comforts beyond toleration, welcome and
acceptance, calling us to a deeper layer; belonging.
There have been many moments in my life where I
have felt that I did not belong. I have felt denied by
the Church or told I was inadequate to sit in the
pew, let alone lead. I have been dismissed by
friends and family members. I have been given
side-eyed looks from strangers on the street…all
because of whom I love. I share this not to earn
pity points, but to speak to the consequences of
belonging. I would assume that at some point in
your life, you have also shared this experience of
feeling out of place or not accepted for some
reason. From our time as a child navigating
playground friendships, to teen years discerning our
interests and skills, to young adults discerning
exactly who they are to be; one thing lies within all
of our human hearts. We desire to belong; within
our skin, with community, with loved ones, and with
God as people of faith.
I have heard said many times in my near eighteen
months at Park Ridge Community Church, “We are
a welcoming church to ALL people!” While this is
my experience as a “newbie”, I believe we are asked
to take it even further. Perhaps we should be

asking ourselves, “What can we do to create a
culture of belonging?” What would happen if our
words shifted from a “welcome” to “all BELONG
here”? What’s the difference? Even with good
intentions, a “welcome” can be short and
superficial. How about “acceptance”? Accepting
someone, in my opinion, states that you have
power to decide whether or not one’s presence and
being is worthy of love.
But belonging? It is so much more. Creating a
culture of belonging asks all people to a path of
empathy, compassion, and God-like love. Belonging
goes beyond fallible human emotions and
acknowledges God’s realm of love for all
creation. Belonging calls us beyond, “sure, you can
sit next to me in the pew” to recognition of being a
child of God.
Becoming an Open and Affirming congregation
states this very thing; we desire to be a place of
belonging for all people. It is going to take some
time, adjusting, and intentional action. And my
friends, it will be so worth it because I belong here,
you belong here, we belong here together; no
matter what.
During our ONA conversations, I pray we, as a
congregation, can move in the direction of
belonging. I pray we examine the ways we may
hinder one from belonging within our individual
hearts and as a whole congregation. I pray we lean
into Jesus’ words of action and love. Let us soak in
the words read in
the Gospel and
let them pour out
from our being.
May we listen to
stories of the life
sitting next to us
in the pew and
learn more from
each child of
God!
In God's Love,

Pastor Mollie

WORSHIP
WORSHIP WITH US ONLINE
www.parkridgecommunitychurch.org

ASH WEDNESDAY WORSHIP
All are invited to participate in PRCC’s Ash Wednesday worship
service, which will be available on YouTube starting on
February 17 at 7 am. This contemplative service will launch on
series “What Wondrous Love is This: The Gifts of Lent” and
invite us into this holy season of preparation.

COMMUNION
On Sunday, February 14, we will receive communion. Please
take some time before worship to gather some bread and
juice or wine. If you would prefer a pre-packaged wafer and
juice, we will deliver it to you, upon request! We trust in the
power of God’s Holy Spirit to bless the ordinary elements and
turn them into the extraordinary means of God’s grace.

February 7 Sexual Ethics
The Gift of Love: Love, Sexuality, and the Bible

1 Corinthians 6:9-11, Romans 1:26-32
Deuteronomy 23:17-18, 1 Kings 14:22-24, 22:46

February 14 TRUE LOVE
The Gift of Love: Love, Sexuality, and the Bible

1 Corinthians 13:1-13, Galatians 3:25-29
Holy Communion (call if you need elements)

February 17 The Gift of Eternity
Ash Wednesday

John 11:1-44; Isaiah 61:3

February 21 The Gift of Accompaniment
First Sunday of Lent
John 10:1-21

February 28 The Gift of Hope
Second Sunday of Lent
John 8:12-59

DRIVE THRU ASHES

February 17th from 5 -7 pm
Pastors Mollie and Carol will offer ashes “to go” in drive
through style this year! You are invited to stop by the back
door off of Butler Ave. and pull into the curbside area, unroll
your window, and a masked minister will impose the ashes on
your hand or forehead. Please travel East on Butler from
Courtland Ave. so you will be able to pull over on the right
side. Multiple people in each car are great - just unroll the
appropriate windows! Please wear your mask as well as the
ashes are imposed.

SUNDAY COFFEE ZOOMS
Sunday morning Coffee Zooms at 9:30 am. Gather with your
ministers and fellow congregants as we share joys and
concerns, laugh together and quickly touch base. These 30
minutes are precious as we prepare our hearts for worship.

Join Zoom Meeting
https://zoom.us/j/95163782426?pwd=c2kvM2xGR3pRM
Ws3MzNWU1lzUGNNUT09
Meeting ID: 951 6378 2426
Passcode: 919348
One tap mobile
+13126266799,,95163782426# US (Chicago)

LENTEN DIY BIBLE STUDY

During our Lenten series, we will
examine the “I Am” sayings of Jesus,
as found in John’s gospel. The
corresponding study for DIY Bible
Study will utilize the book “I Am:
Seven Powerful Sayings of Christ.”
We have some copies available for
purchase from the church office for
$7 or you can order online.

HOLY WEEK 2021
March 28 – Palm Sunday
April 1 – Maundy Thursday
April 2 – Good Friday
April 4 – Easter Sunday

WHAT WONDROUS LOVE IS THIS: THE GIFTS OF LENT
By Rev. Carol Hill, Senior Minister

The season of Lent, which is 40 days plus Sundays before
Easter, is traditionally a time of preparing our hearts to
receive the ultimate gift of new life received on Easter
morning. Forty is an important number, and appears in the
Bible many times. The flood of Noah lasted for 40 days.
Moses was in the desert 40 years before God spoke to him
from the burning bush. Jesus spent 40 days in the
wilderness being tempted by Satan.
In the early church, during Lent catechumens were
prepared to be baptized and become members. Just after
the Council of Nicaea, in 325 CE, many of those in this
season of preparation had denied their faith during
persecution so Easter became a time of renewing and
reclaiming one’s faith. Catechumens would spend time
memorizing scripture, learning doctrine, and praying that
their hearts would be ready for making that step of full
inclusion as a part of the Body of Christ. Lent is a time when
all Christians are invited to reflect on the ways they have
fallen short of God’s plan, and many will fast from a variety
of things ranging from red meat to chocolate to television
to bring deeper awareness of being filled with God and not
other “stuff.”
This Lent, we are going to consider a different angle.
Instead of GIVING THINGS UP for Lent, we are going to
consider how we faithfully RECEIVE the gifts that Lent
offers. Our focus will be on the “I Am” sayings of Jesus as
captured in the Gospel of John. One of the most important
gifts we could find this Lent is a closer relationship with
Jesus, our Savior. I pray that each of us will find some time
to slow down, rest from the worries that consume us, and
spend time with Jesus. That may look like a prayer lunch
date, perhaps starting a Bible Study practice, or maybe
finding a random act of kindness to do each day for
someone else.

If we are really being honest with ourselves, we may find
that we are so overwhelmed with navigating life that
preparing for Easter, much less trying to connect with God
right now – is simply not something we have time for.
Getting through each day with all of its challenges seems
like more than we can bear. So, perhaps the very first gift is
realizing we are not bearing each day alone. We are invited
to rest in the embrace of our Almighty God.
One day I was coming in from the garage after running
errands and being at church. Standing there to greet me
was my daughter Carrie, and in her arms she held a gift
that she had made at school. Of course, it was the Friday
before Mother’s Day and she couldn’t wait to give me this
present. However, when I came inside, my mind was on
making dinner, and I was juggling bags with groceries, my
computer bag with a couple books, and some of the extra
clothes that had landed in the car. Before I could ever
consider sitting down to receive the gift that my child
wanted to give me – I had to set down the other things that
were crowding my space, allow myself the time to know
dinner could wait, and listen.
As we begin this season of Lent, what burdens have you
been carrying that you need to put down? What do you
need to set aside for a while? What do you need to give
yourself permission to worry about another day? How can
you make time and space to center and be prepared to
receive the gifts that this holy season will offer? God is
waiting for us, with arms open, ready to give us the
unexpected gifts of Lent, if we could just be ready and open
to receive them.

Days later the horse returned with several wild
horses. “You are so lucky!” his neighbors said.
“Maybe,” said the farmer.

A WORD FROM
OUR CHAIR

The next week the farmer’s son was taming one
of the wild horses when he fell and broke his leg.
The neighbors cried, “Unlucky!” “Maybe,” said
the farmer.

Let me start by saying that I am neither a sage nor a
psychologist. I am merely a dad and a husband and a
friend...and sometimes a harmonica player.
Nevertheless, I feel compelled to write to you, to talk
about these last ten months or so. 2020 sure didn’t turn
out the way we hoped it would, did it? 2020 was
supposed to be a year of “seeing clearly”, a year of hope
and optimism. Every year when the ball drops, it is
supposed to feel that way. But not this time.
Between Covid-19 and the political and the racial
landscapes, we have been stretched and stressed and
tested and tried. We have lost loved ones and friends.
We have been forced to sit with ourselves longer than
we might like. Some of you have lost income and are
struggling more than you should be. We wonder if our
kids are getting enough socialization or enough out of
online learning.
We are all desperate to get out of this.
I should mention that for some of us, there have been
silver linings. More intimate time with your partners and
your immediate family. Time to binge watch all your
favorite shows, to catch up on your book lists, to
practice your arts, to learn new things. Perhaps there are
some financial savings as the commute no longer
requires a fill-up once a week, no need for new clothes,
no lunches out. Despite these things, we still want out. I
get it.
There’s a Taoist story that I’ve always liked, and it sheds
light on the need to identify things as good or bad. It’s
the story of a farmer, and it goes like this:
A farmer owned a horse. “You are so lucky!” his
neighbors told him, “to have a horse to help you
in the field.” “Who can say what is good or bad,”
said the farmer.
One day the horse escaped and ran off. “Oh no!
That’s terrible!” his neighbors cried. “Maybe,”
said the farmer.

The next day army soldiers came looking for
young men to fight in the war, but the farmer’s
son was spared. “You are so lucky!” his
neighbors cried. “Maybe,” said the farmer.
My reading of this is that you can never know what the
outcome of something will be, so it doesn’t really matter
whether we think it’s good or bad. Not to say it isn’t fun
to enjoy things or normal to be sad about other things,
just that we don’t know what the outcome will bring us,
so why worry? When we worry about the outcome, then
we dig ourselves deeper. Matthew 6:27: “Can any one of
you by worrying add a single hour to your life?” Not me.
I guess what I want to say here, and you can certainly
disagree and I would love to hear from you
(tom@parkridgecommunitychurch.org), is that whether
the pandemic hit or not, life is and always has
been...messy. We haven’t been guaranteed smooth
waters. In fact, there have been severely worse times in
human history. I’m not saying we’re lucky, but I am
saying that God presents us with myriad circumstances
and always has. These circumstances test our resolve
and our character, our ability to love and to be
compassionate. They allow us to learn and to grow.
Are they good or bad? Maybe.
I’m looking forward to 2021. I’m looking forward to
learning and growing. I’m looking forward to welcoming
more people into our lives and into our church. I’m
looking forward to seeing you...sooner rather than later.
Peace,
Tom Goodwin
Chair of the Congregation

OUR PRAYER
MINISTRY

As people of God we know that prayer is an act of
worship and an act of trust that God hears us. And so
we come before the Divine in faith with all that's on our
hearts - celebrations and challenges - sharing God's
expansive love through our prayers.
Continue to include in your prayers all those on our prayer ministry
list: Heather Cannon, Erika Cornelisen, Kylie Figgins, Jon Forsythe,
Troy Gilbert, Edith E. Hurlburt, Tom Kapolnek, Candace Kidston,
Walter and Christina Kotecki, Geri LeDuc, Lurana Nelson, Leo
Netko, Dean Muenzer, Reggie Pantazi, Susan Ruth, Ann Stutts,
Kathleen Weller, Joyce Wright, Bill Zoellner, Kate Zoellner.

We also keep in our prayers the following January requests:

Life in the Resurrection
-Please pray for the Benedetto family as they grieve the loss of
Gail’s aunt, Frances Litrenti wife of her uncle who passed away
on 1/3. She died 10 days later.
-Please pray for Sheila Blackburn and her family as they grieve
the sudden loss of her nephew on 12/30.
-We pray for Nancy Lynch and family as her father and the
kids' grandpa entered life in the resurrection on 1/5.
-For the Gerritson family grieving the loss of Sasha's uncle
Pete on 1/16.
-Please hold the friends and family of Mike Mooney, John
Hurd’s friend, who entered life in the resurrection on 1/13.
-We hold in our prayers the friends and family of John Berg
who entered life in the resurrection on 1/14.
Healing and Recovery
- We are mindful of and pray for all those who are alone,
feeling despair and suffering economic hardships.
- We pray for those who are sick, those struggling with
addictions, the isolated and lonely, the hunger and all those
who find Christmas time more of a burden than a gift.
- We hold Ginny Jacobson's friend's son Brendan in our
prayers as he recovers from surgery while maintaining a
rigorous schedule as a surgeon.
- Julie Smith asked for continued prayers for Levi as he
receives treatments after a drowning accident.
- Our prayers continue for Caroline Dase and Katie Reboletti’s
sister Rose, as they progress and heal from extensive
surgeries.
-Please pray for Nancy Skoog who was hospitalized right
before Christmas with internal bleeding. She got home on
Christmas Eve and is slowing getting her strength back.
-Please pray for Mark Holihan's sister Melody, who lives in
Arkansas with Covid.
-Please pray for Larry Zimmerman as he recovers from a fall
and few days in the hospital.

-We pray for Marylynn Collentine's brother in law Patrick as he
prepares for a bone marrow procedure on 1/18.
-Ongoing prayers for the Zoellner Family, Bill and Luan, as well
as their children and grandchildren.
-Judy Artrip asks for prayer as she faces knee replacement on
1/21. Please keep her in your prayers for this surgery and for
Mike as cares for her and continues his own physical therapy.
-Please include John Sasser’s family in your prayers as one of
their own has tested positive for Covid. Pray for a mild case
and that no one else gets infected.
-We continue to hold Jane Scheuer’s sister Marilyn in our
prayers. Marilyn has chronic medical challenges that require
much caregiving from many family members so prayers for all
those caring for Marilyn as well.
-We hold the Hibbard family in our prayers as Sarah's mother
Cindy is at the end of life suffering with ALS.
-Rachel Born asks us to pray for her pen pal in prison as they
exchange many letters with each other.
-Rosie Ann requests prayers for her son who is a sheriff in
Wisconsin and contracted Covid.
Joys
-We are thankful for the phone calls, notes, Zoom gatherings
and creative ways to reach out, care for and connect with
each other.
- We celebrate the progress made on the Covid vaccine and
that several of our members have already received first doses.
- The Benedettos are happy to announce anticipating the
arrival of their first grandchild in August.
- We celebrate Carson turned 3 on Christmas Eve, has
concluded her chemo treatments and is cancer-free!
- We celebrate that Jan Steiner has begun Stephen Leader
training and the blessing this will be for Jan and our
community.
- We celebrate gifts collected and given this Christmas - from
coats to gift cards and appreciation for our staff. Gratitude
and support was felt due to the generosity of our
congregation.
- Charlie and Kim ask for prayers as they patiently wait to
receive the covid vaccines beginning in February and for the
transportation issues to be sorted out so they can get to
doctor's appointments.
-We hold our in prayers and in love the conversations that
await us as we explore as a congregation the Gift of Love and
discover the sacred worth of all God's children.
-Pray for Michael McParland being deployed to Guam for 3
years.
National
-We pray for our nation, our democracy during transitions,
new Representatives, and existing leadership. We pray for our
nation as we find ways to confront evil and injustice in our
politics, our criminal justice systems, and civic behavior.
. We pray for police forces and National Guard troops, FBI, and
others called upon to protect people and places that serve our
nation.

CONNECTIONS AND CARE
PRCC is a connected and caring faith community. This temporary time
of social distancing and sheltering in place results in a lot of physical
isolation. We want to stay connected with you! Please let us know
how you are and what your prayer needs might be. If you would like a
phone call or need something we can help with, please call or email the
church office. If you are willing to make some calls and share your
cheerful voice with someone, please let Liz Swanson know. We miss
being together and look forward to the time we can all be back
together to serve others and worship God. In the meantime, know you
are loved, valued and we are connected in Spirit!

DIY BIBLE STUDY

This is a year of trying new things! We have tried a new way of Bible
Studying together while apart called Do-It-Yourself Bible Study. You
can download, print, and view the Study Guide through the PRCC
Website and watch short videos on our YouTube channel.
Participants can engage in this Bible Study, which ties directly into
the sermon series as individuals or with a self-selected group of
study companions! Find materials for the Do-It-Yourself Bible Study
at www.parkridgecommunitychurch.org/diybiblestudy

THANK YOU!

FEBRUARY BIRTHDAYS:

We celebrate and pray God’s blessing upon these birthdays…
2/1 Alberta Stevens
2/2 Joe DeYoung
2/3 Bernice Zabawski; Christine Barsanti
2/4 Pastor Mollie Foster
2/5 Tom Curtis
2/6 Carl Turano
2/7 Teri Biedke
2/11 Jamie Knoblauch
2/13 Sean Burke
2/14 Tim Lapp; Brian Keady; Blake Williams; William Hammond
2/15 Jack Leach
2/17 Jill Etchason
2/22 John Orr
2/23 Megan McHugh; Alex Pantazi
2/24 Michael Jarvis

My mother, Judy Hedberg was a vibrant people person. She loved
2/26 Denise Rodd; Pamela Johnson
PRCC! She had comfort and peace during trying times knowing that
2/27 Carol Craig; Tom Klimmeck
many were praying for her. Your kindness and prayers gave her a
feeling of connection, peace and love. I am grateful to you, my faith
family and friends, especially during difficult times. Knowing that I do not have to go it alone is a comfort to me. Your love and
prayers helped Judy, her family and I through very difficult times. The love and blessings we experienced in those difficult times
have filled our hearts and brought us peace. Thank you!
All My Love, Laura Sissman

BIBLE STUDY

Wednesday Evening Disciple Bible Study at 7:30 pm
Disciple I is a study through the scriptures covering Genesis through Revelation. We will begin our course through the New
Testament in February. During Bible Study, we watch a brief video, read aloud some of the passages from the week and
engage in theological reflection about the implications of the scriptures in our lives. If you have never studied the Bible
before, this class is for you! If you have studied the Bible all of your life, this class is for you! All are welcome to participate!
Each week builds on other week’s, but each week can also stand alone. Attend at much or as little as your schedule
permits!
Join Zoom Meeting
https://zoom.us/j/92824720898?pwd=ZlpVUzR1Uy9wYkhTT3BvYmRXTFF3dz09
Meeting ID: 928 2472 0898 Passcode: 789593

WEEKLY NOONTIME HANGOUTS
The weekly Hangouts are now on Wednesdays at noon on ZOOM and we will continue to discuss the upcoming Sunday worship
scriptures. Anyone and all are welcome to join in! Pastor Mollie guides our time together. Participants can eat lunch and engage as
you like! https://zoom.us/j/91239346091?pwd=R3ZWSWdHWG85a1Q5b1AzbXJ6OXpjZz09
Meeting ID: 912 3934 6091 Passcode: 62285

STEPHEN
MINISTRY
MESSAGE
“This is my commandment, that you love one another as I have
loved you. No one has greater love than this, to lay down
one’s life for one’s friends. John 15:12-13 (NSRV)
Was anyone forced to read 18th Century English poetry in
school besides English majors? No? That’s what I thought.
Well, I was looking for a love poem for this message because,
you know, Valentine’s Day. “How do I love thee? Let me count
the ways...” and “But one man loved the pilgrim soul in you...”
and “O my Luv is like a red, red rose,” and “She walks in
beauty, like the night of cloudless climes and starry skies.” (FYI
Browning, Yeats, Burns, and Byron) Then I remembered
reading The Rape of the Lock” by Alexander Pope. (The title of
the poem sounds more seductive than it should, since what is
discussed is a stolen lock of hair.)
Although you may never have read any of his poetry, or
his translations of The Iliad and The Odyssey, which was largely
how he earned his living, most of you will have heard
something written by Alexander Pope because his phrases are
quoted second only to Shakespeare. For example, he wrote
“... damned with faint praise.” “Fools rush in where angels fear
to tread.” “To err is human, to forgive, divine.” “A little
knowledge is a dangerous thing. So is a lot.” “Hope springs
eternal in the human breast.”
Most of what he wrote was satire in the form of poetry;
he was a genuinely funny man which is remarkable because he
was sick most of his life. He suffered from Tuberculosis, which
kept his spine from properly developing. He was somewhere
between 4'6" and 4'8" tall. He also had terrible headaches. On
the day he died, at 56, he was told by his doctor that he was
improving. He is reported to have said, “Here I am, dying of a
hundred good symptoms.”
Pope was a man of faith, as were most people of his era.
He was Catholic at a time when that was still looked at with
skepticism in England. In
addition to satire, (with a bit of
sarcasm) and literary criticism,
he wrote poetry with a
philosophical and theological
bent, especially towards the end
of his life. Probably the most
accessible is called “The
Universal Prayer,” 13 stanzas
that are as meaningful in 2021
as when he wrote them in 1738.
In this prayer he begins by
saying that as a human, he is

essentially unable to see God’s plan or God’s goodness, but
understands all of us were given free will to make choices
about whether to pursue good or evil. He asks that he be
taught to not just shun “Hell,” but rather to “pursue Heaven.”
It is a bit remarkable considering when he wrote it that he says
that God’s goodness is not just available to “man, when a
thousand worlds are round.” And then he writes this:
Let not this weak, unknowing hand
Presume thy bolts to throw,
And deal damnation round the land,
On each I judge thy foe.
If I am right, thy grace impart,
Still in the right to stay;
If I am wrong, oh teach my heart
To find a better way.
Save me alike from foolish pride,
Or impious discontent,
At aught thy wisdom has denied,
Or aught thy goodness lent.
Teach me to feel another’s woe,
To hid the fault I see;
That mercy I to others show,
That mercy show to me.
What a wonderful expression of Jesus’ commandment
that we love one another as he loved us: without damnation
or even judgement of others; aware of the grace we are given,
and humble and grateful for that grace no matter the
circumstances. And Pope knows well the corollary and
responsibility of the love we receive without merit – that we
feel each other’s pain, look beyond each other’s flaws, and
love each other that we may also be loved – “that mercy I to
others show, that mercy show to me.”
Stephen Ministers are very much aware of God’s call to
be an expression of the love and mercy we receive from God,
as shown to us in the Christ. But neither are we so foolish as to
think that we are the resolution of the problems that you
might be facing. Stephen Ministry puts it this way: We are the
care-givers; God is the cure-giver. We do not judge your
feelings, do not look for your mistakes, do not evaluate what
you think you needs or want. Our only desire is to be a
reflection of the love and mercy of God in your life, in
recognition of the Love and Mercy of God in our own lives.
So consider this message a valentine from Stephen
Ministry. You are loved unconditionally – by God, and by each
of your brothers and sisters in Christ, in his name. If you need
a valentine in human form, you should contact Pastor Carol or
Liz Swanson at 847-823-3164, and Ginny Feurer at 847-8407082.
If you’d like to read Pope’s prayer:
https://www.poetryfoundation.org/poems/50590/theuniversal-prayer

- Anita Rifkind

BOARD
NEWS
By Tom Goodwin and Naomi Siebert
The Board of Directors met virtually on Tuesday, January 19,
2021 to conduct regular business. Prior to this meeting, the
Executive Committee also met for their first meeting of 2021.
BUDGET 2021
The primary focus of this meeting was to receive the Budget
proposal from the Finance Committee and approve the 2021
budget. Eric Johnson, Treasurer, presented the proposed
budget, which included requests by all ministry areas with
understandings about how ministry is anticipated to be
partially remote and partially in person in 2021.
Building costs remain largely static regardless of use.
Staff Salaries are slightly less due to one less position.
Musicians and Nursery staff are required a bit less.
Program ministries, mission trips, educational, and
outreach ministries have decreased some of their
budgets, but still plan to require funds to carry out
ministry goals.
$593,125
2021 Pledges & Other Income:
2021 Operating Expenses:
$619,462
Anticipated 2021 Deficit:
$ -26,337
Our current cash position would be able to cover this
deficit without having to transfer cash from
designated funds.
END OF 2020
The Board of Directors received an update on how we
ended 2020 as a congregation. We began 2020 with a
budgeted deficit of over $74K, with the approval to use
money from the Contingency Fund if necessary to support
Pastor Mollie’s compensation package. At the close of
the year, our Finance team did NOT recommend
transferring any funds as Pastor Mollie’s compensation
was covered by the generous offerings of our
congregation. In spite of Covid-19 and being largely
remote, the total pledges received in 2020, compared to
2019 was only $352 less. We finished the year with a
deficit of $14,500, which does not take into account a
significant donation that is earmarked for “special
projects” or the PPP loan. In addition to covering all our
typical expenses, we also raised $20,000 for the well
project and over $170K for new windows! PRCC – thank
you for coming through with such generosity and
faithfulness!
BOARD RETREAT
Tom Goodwin suggested that the Board make time for a twoday virtual retreat in February/March in order to consider
proposals by the Structure Committee, set goals for the

upcoming year, and consider what Re-opening will look like.
The Board had a retreat scheduled in 2020, but it was
postponed due to Covid-19.
OPEN AND AFFIRMING
The Board heard an update from Anita Rifkind about the Open
and Affirming process. The timeline is not set in stone and will
be shaped by the congregation as we continue to have honest
conversations. The Board had opportunity to share their
hearts in how best to proceed with these conversations. The
consensus? With much care.
RESPONDING TO THE STATE OF THE NATION
The Board celebrated the Covid-19 Memorial Candlelight Vigil
on January 19 on the front steps. This event had 50 people
present in person, and hundreds who have viewed online.
The Social Justice team has a variety of ideas about how we
can continue to engage in healing the nation.

WAYS TO GIVE:

Your giving to Park Ridge Community Church remains vitally
important to keeping our building operating, our staff paid,
and our ministries active! Thank you for your ongoing
support. Just a reminder of the ways you can submit your
financial contributions:
-

Drop off or mail a check to: 100 Courtland Ave.
Park Ridge, IL 60068
Sign up for automatic withdrawal from your bank
account.
Give electronically through PayPal on our website.
Give through the Zelle app or Quickpay. Enter the
email address:
giving@parkridgecommunitychurch.org

OFFICE HOURS:
Our Church Building is currently CLOSED due to the Stay at
Home order and Covid-19 surge. We are striving to keep
our congregation members and staff healthy. If you need to
come into the church building, please contact Jaclyn at
office@parkridgecommunitychurch.org and she will
coordinate someone to meet you. Jaclyn is also maintaining
a log of persons who are in and out of the building just in
case we need to alert individuals of a covid-positive
presence.
Our ministers are available for Zoom Pastoral Care calls,
phone conversations, emails, texts,
Facebook messages…you name it! We
want to be connected to you!

WINTER
NEWS
KINDRED SPIRITS CAFÉ
AND BEYOND!

KNITTING KNIGHTS
Are you looking for ways to keep your hands out of the cookie
jar on these cold winter nights? If so, we invite you to join us
as we craft items to donate and share with others. We are
meeting on Zoom Monday, 2/22 at 7:00 pm. We also have
plenty of yarn and supplies if you need anything for a take a
project home. Talk with Liz Swanson for more information.

YOU’RE INVITED TO LEARN
ABOUT…
CARING FOR THOSE AFFECTED BY DOMESTIC ABUSE
Stephen Ministry is offering a time to learn more about as well
as how to care for those affected by domestic
abuse. Domestic violence has been on the rise with the added
social stresses that the pandemic has brought on. All are
welcome to join us on Tuesday, 2/23 at 7:30 pm for this virtual
presentation by Alicen McGowan. Dr. Alicen McGowan is a
Licensed Clinical Professional Counselor and has written an
authentic book which looks at this subject through the
eyes, struggles and journeys of her clients. The book is "We
Hid Under the Table" & available on Amazon. Please reach
out to Liz Swanson if you need more information. We hope
you can join us.

Tuesday Virtual Connections
We are connected in all the ways we can be! Join us on Zoom
on Tuesdays at noon and sign up for the weekly
communication email or letter if you are not already receiving
one. If you have donations to make or are interested in
borrowing a book, let Liz Swanson know. We are offering
contact free connections while keeping our distance in order
to keep everyone healthy.
Let’s meet virtually! We have an exciting schedule for
February as follows:
2/2 - Celebrating birthdays with Sasha singing.
2/9 – Rachel Lapp joins us with health tips and Covid updates
2/16 - Fat Tuesday Virtual Bingo
2/23 - Debbie Fandrie presents a program on "Object that
Made History"
https://zoom.us/j/92014175334?pwd=Njd2UXpkN0pMV0dSYTdSc
Whnankxdz09
Meeting ID: 920 1417 5334
Passcode: 994443
Dial by your location
+1 312 626 6799 US

CREATION CARE TEAM
Our team would like
to help PRCC move
into more
environmentally
sustainable
practices but we
want to see what
you think. Are you
willing to bring your
own travel mug to
coffee hour on
Sunday to cut down on paper cup usage? Would you be willing
to load and unload dishes from a dishwasher so we could use
our regular china instead of paper goods? Would you access
the bulletin on your phone or tablet to cut down on printed
paper bulletins? What would you think about PRCC
subscribing to a food waste service so food waste could be
composted instead of ending up in a landfill? What ideas do
you have? We want to hear from you so email
tricia.williams@parkridgecommunitychurch.org with ideas and
suggestions.

WINTER
NEWS
MEMBERSHIP NEWS
Do you know anyone who may need the benefit of our online
worship as we begin the new year? Send the link to our online
service to someone in your life! A neighbor, a family member,
a friend- it can be someone near or far! If you need help
knowing how to share the online service, contact the church
office!
Sara Born (sara.born@hotmail.com)
Sue Douglass (suedouglass@hotmail.com)

FREE TO A GOOD HOME!

The Hayes have offered some beautiful pieces for free, with
pick up, please reach out to Owen and Wendy if you are
interested.

VOLUNTEER SPOTLIGHT
So many members and friends volunteer their time to our
beloved church. We are grateful for each and every one of
them. Some people we see and hear about all the time but
there are others behind the scenes and we don’t always know
about all that they do.
Each month in our Volunteer Spotlight we say thank you to an
individual, couple or group for sharing their time and talents.
This also gives us the opportunity to share with members and
newcomers a little bit of information about what our
"generous stewards of God's gifts" are doing here at PRCC.
"Each of you should use whatever gift you have received to
serve others, as faithful stewards of God's grace in its various
forms."
Peter 4:10
This month we recognize

Ginny Jacobson
Ginny has been an active member at
PRCC for a long time. While I’m sure
that in her years at PRCC she has done
many other things, I’ll share a little bit
about what Ginny does to serve her
church community these days.
Ginny is a kind and compassionate
person who sends care notes to
people on our church prayer list. You may not even know
Ginny but you can be sure that if you are mentioned in a
prayer request, she is praying for you.
Ginny’s been an active participant in the Kindred Spirits group
and continues to Zoom in on the Kindred Spirits meetings
during COVID. She participates in Bible Studies and is a
member of the Faith Development AKA Christian Education
Committee and she is primarily interested and active in the
Adult Education/Life Long Learning part of this committee.
Ginny is also a champion for the environment and is an active
participant on the newly created Creation Care team. She is a
strong advocate for PRCC moving forward with more
sustainable practices.
We appreciate Ginny and all she brings and shares with all of
us here at PRCC.

MEDITATION AND YOGA

Cindy Klimmeck is offering mediation and yoga classes on
ZOOM. Yoga –Chair Yoga – Tuesday at 10:15 am, Yoga Nidra –
Thursday at 7:30 pm (new time), and Meditation – Friday at 9
am.
https://us04web.zoom.us/j/9671602932
Meeting ID: 967 160 2932

New password to enter – 227332

SUNDAY SCHOOL
NEWS
Dear God,
Patience is hard.
Waiting to spend
time with friends,
waiting to get back to
school, and waiting to
be able to feel like things are back to normal is hard.
BUT. Even when I am anxious and impatient, you are still
God. When I have good days or sad days, you still care
about me. Help me, God to make time to pray when I
get antsy. Bring a laugh to my lips when I am feeling silly.
Remind me each day that no matter what – you are here
with me. Thank you for that! Thank you for my blessings
– my family, my teacher, my church family, my friends.
You are shining your light in my life, even with it seems
cloudy outside. As we celebrate Valentine’s Day and
start getting ready for Easter, help me to focus on YOU,
God. Help me to share YOUR love with others every
single day. I love you, God. Amen.

VIRTUAL PK-5 SUNDAY
SCHOOL
During this time as we are not able to meet in person, we
would still like the kids to have their own Sunday School time
to learn and grow in their faith. Each week look for an email
from me that will have a video. Each video will be a short
lesson, music, and an activity the kids might choose to do. The
lessons will be related to the sermon series in hopes that
families will be able to talk, share, and feel God’s presence
each week.

VALENTINES FOR SENIORS
We have a couple of things coming up this month. We usually
make Valentines in Sunday School for our seniors. We
will still be collecting them if kids have the time to make them.
Use paper, markers, stickers, stamps, or whatever you have in
your home. If you need anything, contact me and I can
arrange to get supplies to you. I will leave a drop box at the
Park Place door by the parking lot. I will be checking the box
daily, so they won’t be left out there for long. We ask that you
get them to church by February 8th.

HOT CHOCOLATE HOUR
We miss you and would love to see the beautiful faces of our
Sunday School kids! The adults have their coffee hour, but we
are going to kick off Lent with a coffee (hot chocolate)

hour for the kids

too. On Sunday,
February 21, join me,
Pastor Mollie, and
Pastor Carol for a quick
Zoom meeting to just
say hi and get to see
each other. Watch for
the times and link
coming soon!

OUTREACH PROJECTS
Our outreach projects in the church continue and I encourage
the kids to get involved with the collection and dropping off
donations. We are collecting cans and nonperishable items for
the Maine Township food pantry. We are collecting backpacks
and school supplies for the Jen school at Maryville academy
and baby and household items for the Maryville crisis nursery.
We also have a collection box for toiletry items and warm
clothes and accessories for the Bridge project. There is a more
thorough list of what is being collected at:
https://www.parkridgecommunitychurch.org/currentdonation
needs
We are a congregation that gives and it’s so important to
model that and involve the kids in these very important
outreach ministries.
With Peace,
Shelley O’Brien
sundayschool@parkridgecommunitychurch.org
If you have not received emails from the Sunday School and
would like to be added to the list, please contact Shelley.

OUTREACH NEWS
THANK YOU!
Thank You for another successful donation drive for the Bridge Project. They have verbalized numerous times what an
awesome congregation we are. They are so appreciative!
I delivered two Full SUV loads of coats, hats, gloves and blankets. I also delivered to them, prior to Christmas, bags
decorated by the youth, filled with knit hats from the knitting knights, hand warmers, socks and toiletries.
Thank You, Thank You, Thank You!
Marylynn Collentine, Outreach Committee

OPPORTUNITIES TO DONATE
CANS FOR CARE
Please continue to support the Maine Township Food Pantry through donations of food items.
View the Food Pantry Wish List.
Collection Information: Drop off your food donation directly at the Maine Township Hall, 1700 Ballard Rd., Park Ridge (hours are 10-3
M-F) or any of these PRCC members’ homes listed below, all located in Park Ridge. Each house has a large, labeled Cans For Care bin in
front.
Laura & Tim Lapp - 1 Glenlake Ave
Paula & Bob Mack - 740 Forestview Ave
Marylynn & Dick Collentine - 936 Rowe Ave
Tom & Cindy Klimmeck -316 N Ashland Ave
Eric & Mary Johnson – 1119 S. Home

GIFT CARDS
There is an ongoing need to help individuals and families who are going through a difficult time. Gift cards for groceries and household
items from Jewel, Mariano’s, Walmart or Target in $25 denominations are always welcome and will be distributed at Pastor Carol’s
discretion when she is made aware of a need.
Gift cards can be dropped off in the mail slot on the Courtland Avenue side of PRCC by the double doors.

OPPORTUNITIES TO SERVE
LINCOLN PARK COMMUNITY SERVICES

Lincoln Park Community Services is open for volunteer meal assistance. We will not go in person to serve dinners but can deliver home
cooked meals to the shelter. Because the PRCC kitchen remains closed, we hope that a few members/families will be willing to cook
various parts of a meal in their homes.
We need individuals, families, or PRCC groups (for example, a Kindred Connections group that provided the December meal) to
prepare the following meal components to feed 25 people on these Thursday dates: February 4, and March 4 2021.
•
•
•
•
•

salad
vegetable
starch
meat entree + small portion of a vegetarian option, if possible
dessert

If you can help, please visit https://www.parkridgecommunitychurch.org/lincoln-park-shelter to volunteer and indicate what dish you
can prepare and for which date. Expenses can be reimbursed, if requested.
This is a wonderful opportunity to get family or friends involved in showing God’s love to those in need.

SUNDAY NIGHT SUPPERS

PRCC will be a part of Sunday Night Suppers, but with different procedures due to Covid-19. Until health guidelines change, we will
provide 85 pre-packaged meals from a restaurant or caterer, 85 individual drinks (juice or milk), and 85 pre-packaged individual
desserts from a store (sorry, no homemade items allowed).
PRCC assigned dates are:
2021 - February 28, April 25, May 16
Volunteer Requirements - Limited to three (3) people total to assist with to-go meal distribution curbside
● Two (2) volunteers will assemble to-go meals at a table inside PR Presbyterian Church
● One (1) additional volunteer will be stationed at the curb to advise the assembly team the number of meals needed and be the
“runner” to bring meals out as guests’ cars arrive.
• Volunteers must bring and wear their own mask the entire time they are on site at Park Ridge Presbyterian Church and wear
gloves while assembling to-go meals.

The time commitment is from 3:30 - 5:00 pm each date. Please sign up through Sign Up Genius at Sunday Suppers. Thank you for
considering to help provide meals for local families in need.

PRCC Community Outreach Committee Members: Marylynn Collentine, Cheryll DeYoung, Pastor Mollie Foster, Cindy Klimmeck, Laura
Lapp, Paula Mack, Colleen Moriarty, Liz Swanson, and Luan Zoellner. If you would like to join us or have ideas for outreach activities,
please contact any one of us at outreach@parkridgecommunitychurch.org.

Questions about any of these outreach opportunities can be directed to outreach@parkridgecommunitychurch.org.

PRCC FLASHBACKS!

Do you have Flashback pictures? We want to see them! Email them to
office@parkridgecommunitychurch.org

100 S. Courtland Ave
Park Ridge, IL 60068
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Our Staff:
Rev. Carol Hill, Senior Minister
pastorcarol@parkridgecommunitychurch.org
Pastor Mollie Foster, Associate Minister
pastormollie@parkridgecommunitychurch.org
Sasha Gerritson, Director of Music Ministries sasha@parkridgecommunitychurch.org
Shelley O’Brien, Director of Children’s Ministries sundayschoool@parkridgecommunitychurch.org
Liz Swanson, Director of Pastoral Services liz@parkridgecommunitychurch.org
Jaclyn Weir, Parish Coordinator
office@parkridgecommunitychurch.org

