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Palm Sunday                                                                   
APRIL 5, 2020   ______________________    ____                                                                                                10:00 AM  

WELCOME TO WORSHIP! 
Welcome to Park Ridge Community Church! We are so thankful for worship on this day. We strive to be a place where all 

may find hope, healing, joy, and peace no matter where you are on life’s journey.  

We celebrate that we have diversity in faith, and unity in Christ!   
 

GREETING AND ANNOUNCEMENTS   
 

PRELUDE                                                                          BWV 999                                                                                         JS Bach 
                                                                      Brian Torosian, guitar 

 

*CALL TO WORSHIP                                                                                                                  

We come to prepare for the holiest of weeks. 
We will journey through praise, with joy on our lips; 
we will travel through betrayal and death, 
cradling hope deep in our hearts. 
Jesus leads us through this week, and we will follow, 
for he is the life we long for, 
he is the Word who sustains us. 
We wave palm branches in anticipation, 
we lay our love before him, to cushion his walk. 
Setting aside all power, glory, and might, he comes: 
modeling humility and obedience for all of us. 
Hosanna! Hosanna! 
Blessed is the One who brings us the kingdom of God. 

 
All are invited to wave your palm branches during the singing of our hymn. 

 

*HYMN                                                                    Hosanna, Loud Hosanna                                                                                    89                        
 

*PRAYER OF CONFESSION 
With eager hearts and open hands, Holy One, 
we welcome Jesus, 
until he refuses the power, we offer him, 
choosing to become our servant. 
We pick up the faith we had laid on the ground before him, 
and put it back on the shelf where it belongs.  
Our pride keeps us from being able to follow him 
all the way to Calvary. 
 

Hosanna, Steadfast God, save us!  
Help us to let our fears, our doubts, our faithlessness 
slip from our lives to fall at your feet, 
so we may stand with our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ, 
who comes in your name, 
in your glory, 
in your grace to save us. 
 
Silence is kept 
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*WORDS OF ASSURANCE 
Tell the daughters of despair, 
proclaim it to the sons of sadness:  
 

Christ has come to save us! 
Hosanna!  
We will give our thanks to God, who comes to bring us grace, hope, life. 
Hosanna in the highest.  Amen! 

 

*GLORIA PATRI                                                                                                                                 
Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Ghost. 

As it was in the beginning, is now and ever shall be, world without end. Amen. 
 

*PASSING OF THE PEACE 

 

FIRST LESSON                                                              Psalm 118:1-2, 19-29          
 

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE                          
 

MINISTRY OF MUSIC                                         My Hope Is Built on Nothing Less                                                           Bradbury           
                                                                                   Sammi Gallagher, mezzo soprano      
 

JOYS AND CONCERNS 
 

PASTORAL PRAYER  
 

*PREACHING LESSON                                                  Matthew 21:1-11 
 This is the Word of God, for the People of God. 

                   Thanks be to God.             

SERMON                                                                 Before the Parade Passes by                                       Rev. Carol Hill 

OFFERTORY                                                                       You Are Mine                                                                                          Hayes 

                                                                                       Theresa Egan, soprano 

*PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING 
We cast these gifts before you, O God, as palms were cast before Jesus long ago.  

 We lay them on your altar in praise, thanksgiving, and joy.  
 Receive them back from our hands,  
 that they may become a greater blessing in your hands.  
 In Jesus’ name, Amen. 
 

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING 
       The Lord be with you.  

And also with you.  
Lift up your hearts. 
We lift our hearts to God. 
Let us give thanks to the Lord, our God! 
It is right to give our thanks and our praise! 
 

On this day of celebration – 
on this day of renewing our faith – 
on this day of walking with the Christ, 
to Jerusalem… to Golgotha… and beyond – 
we give you thanks, great and loving God. 
Thank you, loving God! 
 

From the very beginning, you have loved us. 
You created all that is, calling it into being. 
With the ruach – the Spirit – with the Wind and the Word, 
you saw what you had created, 
and called it, “Good!” 



Thank you, loving God! 
 

So with those who spread cloaks before you, 
and those who are sustained by your love, 
we join our voices, singing, 
 

Holy, holy, holy, God of enduring love. 
From every part of creation come glad songs. 
Hosanna in the highest! 
Blessed is the One who comes in humility and hope. 
Hosanna in the highest! 
 

But. 
But? 
But. 
Time and time again, 
in history and in our story, 
we have turned away from your love. 
We have turned away from your hope. 
We have turned away from you. 
We have wandered away, thinking we knew best. 
 

But.. 
But? 
But you never left us 
to walk by ourselves, loving God. 
Even when we turned away. 
Even when we turn away. 
You walk the road with us. 
 

Through prophets, priests and storytellers, 
through mothers and grandmothers, 
through fathers and grandfathers, 
through teens and children and infants, 
you called us back to your love. 
Thank you, loving God! 
 

There came a time when you sent Jesus to speak to the world. 
To speak to us. 
To teach us your love. 
To give abundant life. 
To make us new. 
Thank you, loving God! 
 

He chose the path of suffering love, 
so that we could run through 
the streets of the kingdom 
waving branches of joy. 
He walked the sin-cold stones 
into the tomb which could not hold him, 
so we could join our voices together, 
'Hosanna! Hosanna! He is risen!’ 
 

As we journey through Jerusalem and beyond, 
as we struggle with death, loss, and grief 
we would ponder that mystery we call faith: 
 

In trust, Christ died. 
In joy, Christ was raised to new life. 
In hope, Christ will come again. 
 



On the night before he was put to death, 
he gathered for a meal of celebration with his friends. 
There he recommitted himself to your love, 
and to his people. 
He took bread, thanked You, and broke the bread, 
giving it to his friends, saying, 
“Take this and eat it. This is my body, given for you. 
Each time you do this, remember me.” 
We remember him. 
After the meal was over, he took the cup of blessing, 
thanked You, and poured the wine, 
giving it to his friends, saying, 
“Take this and drink it. This is my blood, given for you. 
Each time you drink this, remember me.” 
We remember him. 
And so we do as he asked us, loving God. 
We pray that your Spirit might fill these gifts, 
and fill us – that all might be vessels of your love, 
your hope and your life in the world. 
Come, Holy Spirit, come! 

 

THE LORD’S PRAYER (sung)                                                                                                                  
Our Father, which art in Heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on Earth as it is 
in Heaven. Give us this day our daily bread and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. And lead us 
not into temptation but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever. 
Amen. 

 

RECEIVING THE BREAD AND CUP 
 

PRAYER AFTER RECEIVING 
 

 
 

*HYMN                                                                All Glory, Laud and Honor                                                                             88           
 

*BENEDICTION     
This is a vision of the way it can be, the way it should be— 
Shouts of welcome, a joyful procession, 
a community celebrating together. 
The same vision is offered to us today: 
We can welcome Christ into our lives; 
We can celebrate his transforming power. 
How swiftly things changed back then, 
How swiftly we, too, can be distracted. 
May we hold fast to his vision of goodness— 
Peace from the practice of justice, 
equality from the practice of respect. 
As this week unfolds, 
We will let ourselves be overtaken by God’s love 
We will pour it back out into the world. 

 

*CHORAL BENEDICTION                                       Christ, We Do All Adore Thee                                                                    DuBois 
 

POSTLUDE                                                                 Don’t Worry About a Thing                                                                       Marley 
             

* INDICATES TO PLEASE RISE IN BODY AND SPIRIT, IF ABLE                             BOLD INDICATES TO SPEAK ALOUD IN ONE VOICE, IF ABLE 

*DURING OUR VIRTUAL TIME TOGETHER, PLEASE FEEL FREE TO STAND AND SING ALOUD AS YOU ARE CALLED TO. 

 
 
 
 



LEADING US IN WORSHIP – APRIL 5, 2020 
Rev. Carol Hill, Senior Minister      Sasha Gerritson, Director of Music Ministries 
Pastor Mollie Foster, Associate Minister     Brian Torosian, guitarist 
Liz Swanson, Director of Pastoral Services     Sammi Gallagher, soloist 
Bill Scharringhausen, Lector      Theresa Egan, soloist 
         Greg Sarlo, pianist  
         Sue Douglass, pianist 

 
SACRAMENT OF HOLY COMMUNION 

We are celebrating the Sacrament of Holy Communion, often called the Lord’s Supper, this morning.  All who profess Christ are 
invited to partake.  When prompted, please open your elements and hold the bread so that we may partake together.  We will 

follow the same practice in passing the cup. 
 

 

Ways Park Ridge Community Church Stays Connected: 

While our building is closed to regular activities and events, we are committed to remaining connected while maintaining 

social distance. 

 

Email Joys/Concerns 

We want to know how you are! If you are celebrating, tell us! If you're facing a challenging situation, tell us! If you would prefer 

to keep your prayers confidential, please tell us that as well.  Email all joys and concerns to our Director of Pastoral 

Services, Liz Swanson at liz@parkridgecommunitychurch.org.   

 

Join Google Hangout at Noon: Tuesday and Thursday 

Stay for 5 minutes or up to an hour, as we are guided through a prayer, brief devotion and time of checking in. This Hangout 

will be guided by a PRCC Minister or Staff person. You can join online at meet.google.com/odp-gkmd-ppy or by phone at +1 929-

324-9209 PIN: 127 512 232#. If you need help logging into or need a church google account, email Thom Goodwin at 

thom@parkridgecommunitychurch.org.  

 

Stay Current on Daily Readings of the Lenten Devotional 

If you need a Lenten devotional, email Jaclyn at office@parkridgecommunitychurch.org and she'll get one in the mail to you!  

 

Pass the Peace - Make a Call 

Pick up the phone and reach out to a few folks from church to say hello!  Need help downloading the directory app? Notice that 

your picture on the app is outdated? Email Jaclyn at office@parkridgecommunitychurch.org for help!  

Wednesday Evening Bible Study 

We are on hiatus in observation of Holy Week and Easter, we will resume on April 22nd. 

Join in our Wednesday evening Bible Study VIRTUALLY!!  You can go to https://meet.google.com/npj-byrc-muj to join the 

google hangout or call Join by phone +1 662-476-2407 PIN: 327 575 625#. We are studying the passages from the Lenten 

Devotional. Need help with Google log-in - still contact Thom Goodwin!  

Yoga and Meditation 

Cindy Klimmeck is offering ZOOM Yoga and Meditation, the link for all of her meetings is 

https://us04web.zoom.us/j/9671602932 Meeting ID: 967 160 2932. Monday Meditation is at 9 am, Monday Night Yoga is at 7 

pm, Chair Yoga is Tuesday at 10:15 am, and Friday Meditation is at 9 am.  
 

Send in your Offering 

We are still counting on your tithes and pledges.  Feel free to drop a check in the mail to 100 Courtland Ave. Park Ridge, IL 

60068 OR sign up for Automatic withdrawal (this is free)...contact Mark Holihan at stew0317@gmail.com to set up electronic 

giving and never have to worry about it! You can also give through Zelle, contact the Church Office for more details!  

 

CONTACT US:  

Call the Church office: (847) 823-3164 or email office@parkridgecommunitychurch.org if we can serve you! Phone calls and 

emails will be answered promptly whether we are in the building or not. 
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One of the gifts of community is that hold one another in prayer.  Each week, we share our joys and sorrows with 

one another so that we might feel the support of community. No one is alone. God is with us, and we are supporting 

one another.  

WE PRAY FOR THOSE IN OUR CONGREGATION AND OUR LOVED ONES:  
Heather Cannon, Erika Cornelisen, Kylie Figgins, Jon Forsythe, Edith E. Hurlburt, Tom Kapolnek, Candace Kidston, Walter and 
Christina Kotecki, Geri LeDuc, Jim Lego, Lurana Nelson, Leo Netko, Dean Muenzer, Pauline Numrych, Reggie Pantazi, Susan 
Ruth, Ann Stutts, Kathleen Weller, Joyce Wright, Bill Zoellner, Kate Zoellner. 
 

PRAYER REQUESTS FROM MARCH 29TH:      
- We welcomed many people last Sunday to worship over 300 views of our service, including many friends and family 
members from around the country - what a gift in the midst of challenge!  
- We celebrate that Sue is still progressing and healing after surgery on March 23.  
- We rejoice that Bill is home after a planned Valve Replacement on Tuesday. Surgery went well, and we pray for his continued 
healing, knowing that he should now experience renewed energy and strength! 
- We celebrate online connections, cards sent, phone calls made, and the ways you all have blessed one another! 
- The Men’s Breakfast group continues to email one another, offering support and connection with each other and praying for 
our church. We cherish these connections and especially the ways they have cared for Larry. Prayers continue for Larry’s 
strength and progress healing from a stroke. 
- Laura celebrates that her colleague and friend is going home after several procedures and asks for prayers for continued 
healing. 
- Ongoing prayers for all our medical professionals, especially Colleen & Rachel and those offering care around the world to 
patients who are ill and those who are dying. 
- We pray for the sick, those with covid-19 hoping for a cure, those with cancer diagnoses, those needing surgery, and those 
who are too afraid to go to the hospital.  
- We pray for those who are victims of abuse, for whom this home stay has been particularly harmful. We pray for those who 
struggle with addiction, and pray for strength to resist the temptations which, though powerful all of the time, are especially so 
in times of stress.  
- Prayers for Mary’s niece who is in Honduras with asthma and is having a hard time getting home. 
- Janet asked for prayers for her friend Pam's minister who is in end stage kidney failure and in hospice care. 
- Please pray for protection from infection for Kathleen who is facing another infusion of treatment that will compromise her 
immune system. 
- Please pray for all those we know who have been diagnosed with Covid 19 including Karryn's boyfriend Sam. 
- Gail asked for prayers for the refugee families she & Rick volunteer with as they struggle to re-settle in a new country during 
these challenging times. 
- Please continue to pray for Axl, Janet's 4 year great nephew who started chemotherapy and is experiencing complications. 
- Kim & Charlie ask for prays for the family & friends of Lori who passed away this week. 
- We pray for our loved ones, especially young adult children living in New York City and other areas where cluster of cases is 
high and for those who care for elderly parents but cannot visit them in person.  Being separated from family members of all 
ages increases the stress and anxiety.  Please pray for everyone seeking ways to manage this unique anxiety & uncertainty.   

 
 

PRAYER REQUESTS 

HOLY WEEK 2020 

Maundy Thursday – April 9th  

 will be available online by 7:30 pm 

You are invited to collect bread and wine/grape juice prior to the service for a shared supper experience. 

Good Friday – April 10th  

will be available online by 7:30 pm – wear black 

Easter Sunday – April 12th  

will be available online by 10 am 



The Park Ridge Ministerial Association invites you to put this image in your front window - coloring 

optional - to provide hope and solidarity. 

 


