
   

September 6th, 2020 

8:30 and 10:00 am Service 

Online and In Person 



 
BLEST BE THE TIE THAT BINDS: TEMPERATURE CHECK                                                 LABOR DAY 
SEPTEMBER 6TH, 2020    _______ _______                __  ___   _ ______________________________ 

WELCOME! 

We hope worship today nurtures your heart and transforms your mind. At PRCC, we realize we need each 

other and commit to pray for each other. We reach out in love and compassion to a world in need, knowing 

we are a work in progress. No matter who you are, where you are on life’s journey, you are welcome here. 
 

WORDS OF WELCOME 

PRELUDE                                                                            

*CALL TO WORSHIP     
Two are better than one, because they have a good reward for their toil.  
For if they fall, one will lift up the other.  
Blest be the tie that binds! 
Again, if two lie together, they keep warm; but how can one keep warm alone?  
A threefold cord is not quickly broken.  
Blest be the tie that binds! 
Jesus gathered a band of followers: some fishermen, some tax collectors, some beggars... 
and He created community! 
Blest be the tie that binds! 
God gathers us together: diverse people of all sorts...and God creates community! 
Blest be the tie that binds! 

 

PRAYER OF CONFESSION                                                                                                                                                                      
Jesus, teacher and Lord, as we hear your critique of the scribes and Pharisees,  
we become aware of our own choices reflected in theirs:  
Forgive us when we parade our piety.  
Forgive us when we are self-righteous.  
Forgive us when we ignore the cries of the needy,  
deafened by our own self-pity.  
 

You describe Pharisees as hypocrites,  
promoting image over authenticity:  
Forgive us when we pretend everything is fine.  
Forgive us when we sacrifice honesty, to appear invincible.  
Forgive us when we try to achieve everything on our own.  
 

Bind us together, Holy One, into a Community that  
exhibits kindness, not judgment,  
friendship, not competition,  
and grace, modeled after your own.  
Renew us and refresh us with your gentle Spirit  
that we might experience forgiveness and wholeness,  
rooted in your boundless, sacrificial love. 

 

A time of silent prayer 
 

ASSURANCE OF PARDON                                                                                                                                             
Hear the Good News:  
God in Community, Three-in-One, Father, Son and Holy Spirit 
is here among us: creating, redeeming, and sustaining us,  
as we are actively shaped into Beloved Community.  
We Choose Community with God and one another!  
Thanks be to God! Amen! 

 

*PASSING THE PEACE 

PARK RIDGE COMMUNITY CHURCH 



FIRST LESSON                                                                Ephesians 2:1-10 
 
CHILDREN’S MESSAGE   
 

JOYS AND CONCERNS 

PASTORAL PRAYER & THE LORD’S PRAYER  
Our Father, who art in Heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on Earth as 
it is in Heaven. Give us this day our daily bread and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. And 
lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom and the power and the 
glory forever. Amen.                                          

 

MUSICAL INTERLUDE 
 

PREACHING LESSON                                              Matthew 23:1-12, 27-28 
This is the Word of God. 

Thanks be to God. 
 

SERMON                                                                              How Are You?                                                                       Rev. Carol Hill      

OFFERTORY 

TIME OF REFLECTION                                                     

*PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING 

May not only these gifts, but our very lives, bear witness that there is justice for all who have been 

pushed aside; there is hope for all who live in the shadows of power; there is love for all who have 

been rejected; there is healing for all the broken.  In Jesus' name, we pray.  Amen. 
 

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING 

The Lord be with You.  

And also with you! 
Let us offer our hearts to God. 
God hears our hearts and answers with love and hope. 
Lift your voices in song to the One who serves us. 
We will praise God with our voices and lives. 
We joyfully choose to be a part of this sacred community! 
 

… we join in offering praise to you:  

Holy, holy, holy are you, God who is with us. 

All creation joins in singing glory to you. 
Hosanna in the highest! 
Blessed is the One who serves the most vulnerable. 
Hosanna in the highest! 
 

….we speak of that faith which is often a mystery to us: 
Your witness to weakness over power, 
 Jesus died on the cross; 
 your witness to love overcoming hate, 
 Jesus was raised from death; 
 your witness to promises yet to be fulfilled, 
 Jesus will come again.  

 

RECEIVING THE BREAD AND THE CUP 
 

PRAYER AFTER RECEIVING  
 

*BENEDICTION 

 

 

 



           

* INDICATES TO PLEASE RISE IN BODY AND SPIRIT, IF ABLE                             BOLD INDICATES TO SPEAK ALOUD IN ONE VOICE, IF ABLE 

*DURING OUR TIME TOGETHER, PLEASE FEEL FREE TO STAND AND SING ALOUD AS YOU ARE CALLED TO. 

 

LEADING US IN WORSHIP – SEPTEMBER 6, 2020 
Rev. Carol Hill, Senior Minister      Sasha Gerritson, Director of Music Ministries 
         Angie & Andrew Weber, Musicians 
 
Thank you to our Ushers: Cindy Kilimmeck, Paula Mack, Jan Steiner, George Skoog, and Sharon Kemerer    
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 

 
 

 

Dear PRCC friends, 
 
Thank you so much for the fun car & pedestrian parade, the beautiful posters and cards, the generous gifts, and the 
support over the years! You are an amazing congregation, and I am so glad to be a part of it. I hope to see you soon--at 
the outdoor service, on Zoom, around town, or in my thoughts and prayers. 
 
Love, 
Teri 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

THANNK YOU TO OUR CREATION CARE TEAM!!! 

Thank you for participating in leading worship in August, sharing important tips and tricks to help be better caretakers 
of the environment.  If you would like to learn more or join this team, email Tricia Williams at 

tricia.williams@parkridgecommunitychurch.org. 
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PASTOR CAROL OFFICE HOURS 
In August, Pastor Carol will be taking meetings by appointment. She can meet you at the church, your yard, or a local coffee 
shop. Please reach out to Pastor Carol or the Church Office to make an appointment.  

SEPTEMBER GARDEN SERVICES 
We will be offering two outdoor services at 8:30 am and 10:00 am with livestreaming available. If you would like to join us in 
person, please visit the Sunday Worship page on our website to sign up. 
https://www.parkridgecommunitychurch.org/sunday-worship.  

YOUTH GROUP 
No Youth Group TODAY! Happy Labor Day Weekend.  

September 13th – Youth Ministries Parent Meeting at 2 pm via Zoom 
  - Youth Tie-Dye Party and movie at 7 pm 

September 16th – Confirmation Class begins 

September 20th – Virtual Sunday School Begins 
  - All Youth Bike Ride at 11:30 am 

September 26th – Pumpkin Patch Set Up at 9 am  

DIY BIBLE STUDY BEGINS THIS WEEK!  
To accommodate a variety of schedules and our ever-changing realities, we will offer an all new form of Bible Study this year! 
DIY Bible Study will correspond with our preaching series. It will include current literature, articles, and chapters of books that 
are informing the sermon preparation, and will include online videos featuring our very own ministers! Pastors Carol and 
Mollie will record a brief 10-12 minute video each week, utilizing bible commentaries and feature additional scripture 
passages for your own study and questions to consider.  There will be a Study Guide available online OR printed out for you 
(upon request).  Here are a few ways you can use these materials:  

- With your spouse as a weekly devotional following the sermon 
- With your Kindred Connection (all or some of the group); Watch the video separately or together and discuss the 

questions 
- As your own personal Bible Study  
- With family members in other parts of the country  
- With a few of your friends from PRCC at a time that suits your schedules 
- YOU DECIDE!! You can use the materials however they work best …the idea is that each person in our church could be 

able to go a little deeper in their spiritual journey if they spend a little more time in the scripture. This is an easy way 
to do so.

RALLY DAY WEEKEND! 
- CROP Walk Fundraising Concert Featuring the Wehman-To-Go Band on Friday, Sept. 11 at 6:00 pm. Donations go towards 
the CROP Walk! 
- Sunday, Sept. 13 - Kindred Connections Launch! 

- Worship with Backpack Blessing! 
- Bible Studies begin this week! 
- Children Sunday school Kicks Off! 

  - Youth Parent Overview Meeting. 
  - Bring a canned good to church! 
  - Hot dog grilling competition - send in your pics of your Deacon Dogs from home!  
 

KINDRED CONNECTIONS – All New Church-Wide Endeavor 
In order to facilitate connections throughout our congregation, we are going to create new "Kindred Connections" with 
between 10-15 people (some couples, some individuals). Each Kindred Connection will have a facilitator who will keep each 
individual in their prayers. Each person in the group is invited to pray for their group, check in occasionally, and choose to 
participate or not in periodic zooms, phone calls, card campaigns, etc. Using our Kindred Connections, we hope that even as we 
continue our remote church experience, all people will feel connected to one another and to God.  YOU MUST SIGN UP. We 
want you to choose to participate. Simply fill out the online form OR call OR email the church office. Kindred Connection groups 
will be filled and you'll know your group starting on Rally Day, Sept. 13! 

 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
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NEW OUTREACH OPPORTUNITIES 
The Outreach Team is now collecting donations of school supplies, backpacks, and personal hygiene products. Donation bins 
will be available in the Park Place Room on Sunday mornings and during Medical Lending hours on Mon/Wed/Fri. Please see 
the upcoming September newsletter for all of the details!  

SOCIAL JUSTICE TEAM VIDEO SERIES 
The Social Justice Team, in coordination with the Faith Development Team, is sponsoring a series of 
conversations around documentaries and movies dealing with social justice issues. The first 
conversation will be held via Zoom on Sunday evening, September 13, from 7:00 to approximately 
8:15 – or however long you can attend. It will be based on the Ava DuVernay documentary “13th,” 
which addresses the devastating impacts of the language of the 13th Amendment on the black 
community at the time, and persisting today in mass incarcerations and criminalization. This video 
is available on YouTube and other media outlets for free. A study guide will be available soon on the 
PRCC Google drive. 

This first conversation will be introduced by Cheryl Lynn Cain who is a Pastor of Multicultural 
History at the Church of the Good Shepherd in Joliet, and adjunct faculty at North Park University. In 
addition, she is the niece of George and Lynn Brant. Rev. Cain is active in the Stateville project that 
PRCC has supported since the 175th anniversary justice activities. She will talk about the status of 
the Stateville project, the grant application to Eli Lily to expand the project, and the potential for our 
involvement in that expansion. Please plan to view the documentary and join the conversation on 
September 13th! 
 
BIBLE STUDY WITH PASTOR CAROL 
Join Pastor Carol as we begin a 30-week journey through the scriptures using the Disciple Bible Study series.  This series will 
begin on September 16 and conclude in the middle of May, covering Genesis through Revelation. We will meet virtually using 
the Zoom platform. Each participant should have a Study Manual.  They are $33 from the Church office, or you may order your 
own online. This manual and your Bible are the only items you’ll need for this study. We will watch a brief video together each 
Wednesday and have discussion. There are daily assigned readings, but if you cannot complete the assignments, please come to 
class anyway!  
 
SENIOR PALS 
A new initiative to pair individuals in our congregation with a “Senior Pal” is beginning.  Not only is this a way to ensure that 
regular contact with our seniors is maintained, but it is also a way to build a connection between people of different 
ages. Senior Pals connects people for a regular but safe social interaction and are being formed now.  Senior Pals reach out to 
each other by phone, email, sending a note, marking special occasions or doing whatever works for the two of you. Senior Pals 
is an opportunity to build a relationship with someone to share and celebrate the wisdom of different generations.  Being 
connected and engaged with each other is one of the many ways we share Christ's love. Consider sharing Christ's love as a 
Senior Pal.  

If you would like to connect regularly with someone, please, call or email the church office or follow the link in CC News. If you 
need more information about this please connect with Kimberly Walters, Mike Proue or Liz Swanson. 
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One of the gifts of community is that hold one another in prayer.  Each week, we share our joys and sorrows with 
one another so that we might feel the support of community. No one is alone. God is with us, and we are supporting 
one another.  

WE PRAY FOR THOSE IN OUR CONGREGATION AND OUR LOVED ONES:  
Heather Cannon, Erika Cornelisen, Kylie Figgins, Jon Forsythe, Edith E. Hurlburt, Tom Kapolnek, Candace Kidston, Walter and 
Christina Kotecki, Geri LeDuc, Lurana Nelson, Leo Netko, Dean Muenzer, Reggie Pantazi, Susan Ruth, Ann Stutts, Kathleen 
Weller, Joyce Wright, Bill Zoellner, Kate Zoellner. 
 

PRAYER REQUESTS FROM August 30th: 
- Happy Birthday to Archer, Dean, and Paul. 
- Grace and Tom ask for your prayers for Evan, whose surgery on Wednesday of this past week was successful in 

removing a large mass, which is likely lymphoma, please continue to pray for healing as more surgeries, chemo, 

and radiation are to come. 
- Prayers for our Teachers, Students, Parents, Schools. 
- Sue requests prayers for her husband Marty, who has suffered a number of physical and neurological setbacks this 

summer.  Prayers for the team evaluating and coming up with solutions for Marty and prayers for Sue for peace and 

strength as she cares for him.  
- Prayers for Robin's cousin Melody Maxwell, who will have triple bypass surgery on 9/16 
- Please pray for Ginny's friend Jim who will have a cyst removed and possible chemo therapy. 
- Ginny also asks for prayers for her friend Alice who is receiving chemo but hospitalized with complications from the 

treatments. 
- Please pray for Angie’s friends (LET ME GET YOU THEIR NAMES) who are going through a difficult time.  
- Please pray for Jim’s friend Tracy, who is going through a difficult time.  
- We pray for the Cocagne family as they grieve the loss of Sue’s mother Gloria. 
- Prayers for those affected by Hurricane Laura’s destruction and deaths. 
- After yet another shooting of an unarmed African American man in Kenosha, we ask for prayers for ongoing healing to 

the sin of racism.  

 
 

 

  

PRAYER REQUESTS 



  


