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A 20/20 Lent:  

Seeing 

Clearly  

 

 

One day in 2007, my husband woke up and said he 
wasn’t really sure what was happening, but he 
didn’t think he could see out of one of his eyes. He 
kept winking and blinking and ended up going to a 
doctor. The doctor confirmed that he must have 
had some accident in basketball and his retina was 
mostly detached. They would need to do surgery, 
which should be between 2-3 hours. I got a sitter 
for our 10-month-old baby Katie, and we went to 
the surgery center. EIGHT hours later, he was out 
and able to see once again.  That damage later 
meant that a cataract formed and once again 
surgery was necessary. As one who has worn 
glasses since age 9 and contacts since age 11, I 
understand the difference between seeing clearly 
and not. In fact, after a long day or after crying at a 
funeral or movie, my contacts get so dirty that I 
have a hard time seeing through them. However, 
I’ve never experienced the panic that I heard in 
Adrian’s voice at having lost his sight altogether.  
 

The apostle Paul in his second letter to the 
Corinthian church encourages the people of God to 
walk by faith and not by sight. However, our 
spiritual sight can also become blurry.  We have a 
difficult time making the best decisions, our 
priorities become upside down, and even our best 
of intentions sometimes take us down a path we 
didn’t intend.  
 

We have trouble seeing clearly.  
 

This Lent, we will consider what it would mean to 
have 20/20 spiritual vision. What are some of the 
ways our vision gets distorted or blurry? What 
clouds our perspective? Fears, Hurts, Biases, 
Resentment, Anger...the list goes on and 
on.  Through scriptures pertaining to sight, we will 
embark on a journey through Lent, seeking clarity of 
vision.   
 
You are invited to read our daily devotional on your 
own, participate in Bible Study on Mondays or 
Wednesdays, embrace a new spiritual practice like 
fasting or praying, and come to worship with the 
intention to have your vision clarified and 
restored.  Throughout Lent, may those things that 
cloud our vision slip away, and may our vision of 
Jesus and God’s kin-dom in our midst come into 
focus.  

May this be our prayer this Lent:  

 
Be thou my vision, O Lord of my heart; 

naught be all else to me, save that thou art-- 
thou my best thought by day or by night, 

waking or sleeping, thy presence my light. 
 
Be thou my wisdom, and thou my true word; 

I ever with thee and thou with me, Lord; 
Heart of my own heart, whatever befall. Still 

be my vision Ruler of All. 
 



WORSHIP 

WORSHIP WITH US IN 
MARCH 
 

March 1 First Sunday of Lent: Judging 
(Food    Holy Communion 
Collection) My Bible Class 
                             Sunday Supper 
      
March 8 Second Sunday of Lent: Passed the Past 

Daylight Savings 
My Bible 
Youth Group  

  
March 15 Third Sunday of Lent: Scales Fall 

Scout Sunday 
My Bible 
Uncle Pete’s Sack Lunches 
Youth Group 

   
March 22 Fourth Sunday of Lent: Healing 

Kid’s Club 
 
March 29 Fifth Sunday of Lent: God’s Sight 

My Bible 
Youth Group 
  

• Nursery Care is available each Sunday for infants 
through 5 years.  

 

MY BIBLE CLASS 
Children 3rd grade and older are invited to 
the annual My Bible class, March 1 - April 
19 (except March 22 for spring break 
and April 12, Easter day). The class 
meets during Sunday school time. 
Children should begin in worship with 
family; when the pastors dismiss to 
Sunday school, around 10:15, the My Bible 
teacher and students will go to the 3rd 
grade class area, where they will learn to use 
this essential tool of our faith. After the 6-week class, the 
children will be presented during worship April 26 with the 
very Bible they have learned to use. Registration is open to all, 
including friends. To register or with questions, contact Teri, 

sundayschool@parkridgecommunitychurch.org. 

 

 

LEADERSHIP PLUNGE 
To support our fundraising efforts for the Water Well Project, 
members of our Staff and Board have stepped up to TAKE THE 
PLUNGE!!  On Sunday, March 1, one of our lucky leaders will 
gather after the 10 am worship service on the front steps of 
PRCC to have a bucket of water dumped on them.  Which 
leader? Will it be Laura Sissman? Sasha Gerritson? Bill 
Williams? …. WELL...You decide! (Only leaders who have 
agreed to participate can be sponsored) We will have 
collection pails in Ellinger Transept to receive your 
contributions or in the office during the week! The person 
whose bucket has the MOST money is the big winner and 
takes the plunge!  All proceeds will go towards our well 
project, and we are hoping the remaining funds will be raised 
through this event!  Here’s who has already signed up:  
 - Pastor Carol  - Laura Sissman 
 - Thom Goodwin  - Ginny Feurer 
 - Pastor Mollie  - Bill Williams  
 - Shelley O’Brien  - Laura Lapp 
 - Gretchen Kapolnek  - Judy Artrip 
 - Liz Swanson  - Dan Smith  
 - Sasha Gerritson  - Andrea Goodwin 
 - Sara Born  - Tricia Williams  
 - Ann Swindell   
 

HOLY LAND JOURNEY 2021 
 DATES SET June 18-27, 2021 
It’s time to commit! The responses have been coming in, and 
we are starting to take reservations for those wishing to 
participate in our pilgrimage to the Holy Land 2021. Our 10 
day in Israel-Palestine will include stops at some of the most 
holy sites from Bethlehem to Galilee to Jerusalem, and there is 
a 4 day optional trip to Egypt . We will take a boat ride on the 
Sea of Galilee and will experience the wilderness.  The trip can 
include organized group airfare or you can book your own. 
The prices on group airfare are still being negotiated. The cost 
of the 10-day trip to the Holy Land including breakfasts and 
dinners, hotels, tourist visits, and guides is $1,600 per person, 
with double occupancy.  Commitment forms must be returned 
with a refundable deposit of $250 to reserve your space 
(refundable up until next installment due - September 27, 
2020).  Spaces are limited and will be filled on a first-come, 
first served basis. We are anticipating a group of 30 persons. 
 

PALM SUNDAY 

EGGSTRAVAGANZA 

All families are welcome to our first annual Easter event in the 

Great Hall on Palm Sunday afternoon, April 5, 3-5 pm. Children 

and their parents will play, learn and create at Holy Week and 

Easter stations. If you would like to help with preparations or 

at the event, please contact 

pastormollie@parkridgecommunitychurch.org or Teri & 

Shelley at sundayschool@parkridgecommunitychurch.org. 

mailto:sundayschool@parkridgecommunitychurch.org
mailto:pastormollie@parkridgecommunitychurch.org
mailto:sundayschool@parkridgecommunitychurch.org


OUR PRAYER 

MINISTRY  
In this preparation season of Lent, please continue to 

pray for all those on our prayer ministry list.  
Continue to include in your prayers all those on our prayer ministry 
list: Heather Cannon, Erika Cornelisen, Kylie Figgins, Jon Forsythe, 
Edith E. Hurlburt, Tom Kapolnek, Candace Kidston, Walter and 
Christina Kotecki, Geri LeDuc, Jim Lego, Lurana Nelson, Leo Netko, 
Dean Muenzer, Pauline Numrych, Reggie Pantazi, Susan Ruth, Ann 
Stutts, Kathleen Weller, Joyce Wright, Bill Zoellner, Kate Zoellner. 
We also keep in our prayers the following February requests: 

Life in the Resurrection  
- Please pray for the family and friends of John McPhaul, Julie 

Black’s father who Entered Life in the Resurrection January 

25th. 

- Prayers for Janet Johnson friend, Ginny who entered life in 

the resurrection on 2/8. 

- Prayers for the family of Joe Cwik, who lost his battle with 

cancer this week, leaving behind his high school son Mark and 

wife Theresa Westfallen. 

- We pray for Teri Biedke & her students as they mourn the 

loss of Oakton teacher & friend, Jane.  

- Paul Keller asks for prayers for the friends and family of 

Conrad Sindt who died suddenly in an accident. 

Healing and Recovery 
- Dorothy asked prayer of healing for her granddaughter Kari 

Lehman recovering from an emergency appendectomy. 

- Please pray for Michael Proue who is recovering from a heart 

attack. 

- The Kallen family is thankful to God and our PRCC prayer 

warriors that their friend Paul is now home continuing to 

recover. 

- Charlie Giera asks for prayers for his roommate Brett who 

was rushed to the hospital with the flu. 

- Bernice Zabawski - who has gone to Rehab at Lee Manor 

Rehabilitation Center after time in hospital this week. 

- We continue prayers for Siri Nelson as she recovers from 

wrist surgery. 

- Prayers for Elaine  Zabawski as she recovers from pneumonia 

and the flu. 

- Please pray for Winnie Erikson’s neighbor, Sonia, who is 

seriously ill and in the hospital. 

- Prayers for Alayne Richards who is home with bronchitis. 
- Prayers for Danny Brewer who is being hospitalized after a 

serious fall. 

- Bill Zoellner was in the hospital this week, but has gone 

home. Prayers continue as he continues chemo for ongoing 

cancer challenges. 

- Please pray for Mindy Schrimpf as she recovers from 

pneumonia. 

- Jaclyn asks for prayers for her husband Todd's best friend 

Jake & his mom, Dena as they are going through a difficult 

time. 

- We continue to pray for Axl, Janet Johnsons 2 year old great 

nephew so is undergoing radiation and in the hospital with 

significant pain. 

- Please pray for Tracy Peters who recently had knee 

replacement surgery and is suffering from complications. 

- Paula Mack asks for prayers for her sister Laura facing 

surgery on 2/17. 

- Please hold Jim Muenzer's Aunt Louise in prayer as she 

recovers from a fall. 

Birthdays/Anniversaries/Retirement 
- We share Happy Birthday wishes this month to Sam 

Gallagher, Katie Hill, Eugene Jarvis, Bernice Zabawski, Ben 

Curtis, Tom Curtis, Jessye Wright, Pastor Mollie, Teri Biedke, 

and Jill Etchason. 
 

Joys 
- It is a joy to be welcoming 4 new members at our 10:00 

service on 1/26. 

- We celebrate our work as the Body of Christ in all we do and 

this last week leadership worked hard to put together and 

approve a budget for 2020. 

- Happy 50th Wedding Anniversary to Judy & Mike Artrip. 

- It is a joy to share Communion for the first time with 10 of 

our second graders on 2/2! 

We pray for Pastor Mollie, the youth and adults who are 

skiing, tubing & building life-long friendships in Wisconsin this 

weekend. 

LENTEN PRAYER TIME 
During the Lenten season, the Stephen Ministers will be 

praying for the needs of the church as well as requests from 

Sunday morning during the Tuesday evening Supervision 

times.  We will be reading the prayers out-loud so all are 

included.  If you would like to have prayers added in this 

faithful time, please let Pastor Carol or one of the Stephen 

Leaders know, Ginny Feurer, Peggy Fergus, Anita Rifkind, Kate 

Reboletti or Liz Swanson. 

 “At all times, pray by the power of the Spirit. Pray all 
kinds of prayers.  Be watchful, so that 
you can pray. Always keep on praying 
for all the Lord’s people. Ephesians 
6:18 

 



STEPHEN 

MINISTRY 

MESSAGE 
And I tell you, you are Peter, and on this rock I will build 

my church, and the gates of Hades will not prevail 

against it. I will give you the keys of the kingdom of 

heaven...” Matthew 16: 18-19 (NSRV) 

Ever been on a pilgrimage? Journeyed to an unfamiliar place, 
seen a familiar place with altered vision? Suddenly discovered 
holy ground? Ever taken a trip in search of a transformed 
perspective of one’s self, one’s faith, one’s God? The recent 
discussions of Pastor Carol’s desire to lead the church on a 
pilgrimage has had me revisiting my own trips to Israel. 
Although I loved both trips, the first (led by Doug Runnels) was 
a true pilgrimage – enlivening the Bible, especially the stories 
of Jesus’ last days, and reinvigorating my understanding of 
who and Whose I am.  

One of the most memorable moments for me was a boat ride 
across the Sea of Galilee. It had been a difficult series of days 
leading up to it. PRCC shared a bus with a small group of 
Texans: a Baptist Minister, his wife and mother, and another 
couple. The minister’s wife and I had several vexing exchanges 
which had revealed her to be uneducated, insensitive, and 
antisemitic. (Truth be told, the exchanges also revealed me to 
be aloof, sarcastic, and judgmental.) On this particular day, a 
small group of us inadvertently (I swear it was not intentional) 
hurt her feelings, and as the bus stopped briefly near 
Armageddon (I could not make this up) I found myself 
apologizing to her. It was painful. Later in that endless day, we 
boarded the boat to cross the Sea of Galilee. 

Doug stopped the boat in the middle of the lake. With the 
engines off, and away from the shore, the only sounds were 
wind, waves slapping the boat, and Doug’s deep voice in 
prayer. Doug had heard some of the Texas woman’s awful 
comments, had watched as she misunderstand our actions 
that morning, and had seen me apologize at Armageddon. I do 
not remember his exact words, but I have never forgotten 
what he prayed. Nearing Peter’s home, Doug remembered 
Peter as a flawed human being, hot-tempered, and 
inconsistent. He remembered Peter denying that he knew 
Jesus three times after Jesus’ arrest.  And yet, Peter was the 
rock on which Jesus chose to build the church. Indeed, Doug 
reminded us, we are all flawed creatures used by God just as 
we are to further God's kingdom. 

One need not journey far to experience a sense of pilgrimage. 
Indeed, my recent walk through Stateville Correctional Center 
had nearly as much impact on my spiritual life as the Holy 
Land journey.  I was profoundly stirred by the poem written 
and recited by one of the North Park Seminary 
students/inmates.  I share it with his permission as fitting 
beginning of our Lenten pilgrimage. 

Blood, Sweat, and Tears 
by Alex Negren 

Constant heckling and 
nasty jeers 

Wrongfully convicted by a 
jury of his peers. 

When he gave up the 
ghost, 

A soldier blatantly chose 

To pierce his side with a 
spear. 

That's the same pain I felt 
when the judge handed 

me 60 years — 

Blood, Sweat, and Tears 

I share with Alex and with all of you what I learned on the Sea 
of Galilee:  God’s grace transforms our mistakes, shows us the 
good and the love and the light in the midst of pain and 
tragedy and darkness.  

I do not know how I could get through any day if I didn't 
believe that. 

Nor do I know how I could get through the day without the 
community of faith I call home. Fortunately, there is no need 
to do so. Perhaps you are in a painful, dark, lonely place in 
your life.  A Stephen Minister is available to you be a living 
reminder of God’s promise to be present in the midst of 
difficult times, to establish God’s kingdom on earth.  Contact 
Pastor Carol (847-823-3164) or Ginny Feurer (847-840-7082) 
to see if having someone to walk with you might transform an 
arduous trip into a pilgrimage.  

 

 

 

 

 

  

- Anita Rifkind 



 

MARCH 

NEWS 
KINDRED SPIRITS CAFÉ  
Join us Tuesdays after Chair Yoga with your sack lunch 

between 11:45 and 1:00 pm. and we will provide lively 

conversation, a delicious dessert and beverages.  If you need 

more information or have questions, please talk to Liz 

Swanson. 

March is Good Health Month! 

 3/3 – Pastor Carol’s Israel Trip Information and March 
Birthday Celebrations 

3/10 – Gail Benedetto’s stories and pictures from Switzerland 

3/17 – Brain Health and Dementia Education 

3/24 – Stroke Awareness and Prevention 

3/31 – Learn about the importance of Nurse Advocacy 

 

KNITTING KNIGHTS 
The Knitting Knights have some fun, new projects!!  Please 
help us make soap sacks to distribute through the Bridge 
Project as well as Easter eggs and bunnies.  Patterns and yarn 
are available for take home projects or join the knitting and 
crochet group on March 2nd and March 23rd at 7 pm in Jordan 
Hall.    Please contact Liz Swanson or any of the crafters for 
more information. 
 

ATTENTION HIGH SCHOOL 
SENIORS! 
The Eric Nelson Scholarship was set up to honor Eric Nelson 
and his generous donation of proceeds from brokering used 
cars on behalf of the youth group at Park Ridge Community 
Church.  Eric demonstrated a commitment to giving back to 
Park Ridge Community Church well beyond his years in the 
youth program. All senior youth (12th grade) who are PRCC 
members or active non-members are eligible to apply. Please 
see the church website or contact the office for an application. 
The deadline to apply is April 15, 2020. 
 

 

SUPER BOWL PARTY 
Thank you SO much to all of our volunteers and members of 
the Fellowship Committee for an amazing Super Bowl Party. 
We had several delicious chili entries and appetizers as well as 
wonderful fellowship and a little competition! Congratulations 
to Dave Kapolnek for winning the gold medal for his chili.  

 

 

RUMMAGE SALE 
SAVE THE DATE! The PRCC Rummage Sale will return this year 
on May 16th! So, if you plan to do a little Spring Cleaning here 
is your motivation. We will be accepting adult/children 
clothing, toys, and small houseware items this year – no 
furniture. Please contact Kathy Davis for questions.  

LIVE STREAM 
You can now watch Sunday’s service LIVE! Go to 
https://www.parkridgecommunitychurch.org/livestream and 
enter the password: PRCC2020.  

 

https://www.parkridgecommunitychurch.org/youth2
https://www.parkridgecommunitychurch.org/livestream


 



 MARCH 

  NEWS 
COFFEE HOUR  
The Membership/Welcome Team is 
looking for volunteers to host coffee 
hour after the 10:00 am service in 
2020, we have open spots beginning 
in March. 

 

NEW VISITOR 

COMMUNICATION 
Help make our visitors feel welcome!  When you meet 

someone new, offer them one of our new information 

postcards that you will find in the baskets at the end of each 

church pew.  This will help the Welcome and Membership 

Committee as well as the church office get to know those who 

have joined us in worship. 

 

 

NEWCOMER 
INFORMATIONAL MEETING 
You’re invited to an Information Session on Monday, April 14 
at 7 pm in Jordan Hall.  We will receive new members on 
Sunday, April 26 in worship! If Park Ridge Community Church 
is your church home, we’d love to count you among those 
who have made the decision to become a member!  

 
 

VOLUNTEER SPOTLIGHT 

There are many people who volunteer their time to our 
church and we are so grateful for each and every one of them. 
Our Volunteer Spotlight is a way of saying thank you to them 
and also letting members and newcomers know what our 
"generous stewards of God's gifts" are doing here at PRCC.  
"Each of you should use whatever gift you have received to 
serve others, as faithful stewards of God's grace in its various 
forms." Peter 4:10 
 

This month Marty McHugh is in our Volunteer Spotlight. 

Marty is a busy volunteer 
here at PRCC and you’ve 
probably seen him on 
Sundays serving our 
congregation. Marty 
currently serves as a 
Deacon. There are 24 
Deacons and they are the 
“doers” of the church. They 
help whenever needed but 
primarily are responsible 
for serving Communion on 
the first Sunday of each 
month, helping with 
Memorial services, the 
Maundy Thursday service, preparing and hosting the 
Confirmand Breakfast and planning and hosting the food at 
Rally Sunday.  Marty also serves as an usher. So that means he 
is on an usher team and they serve for one month each 
quarter. Their duties are to hand out bulletins and greet 
people, pass the collection basket and secure the offerings 
and then make sure that lights are turned off and the church 
building is secured after Sunday services. If you are interested 
in finding out more about being a Deacon, talk to Marty or to 
Gretchen Kapolnek or Judy Artrip, who coordinate the Deacon 
activities. If you are interested in being an usher, again talk to 
Marty or Dave Kapolnek, Head Usher.  Don’t hesitate to talk to 
someone if you’re interested in serving as there’s always 
opportunities to get involved here at PRCC. 

You see what Marty does on Sundays at church but what you 
don’t see is all the behind the scenes work that he 
does.  Marty has been acting as the PRCC webmaster for some 
time now.  He was on the committee that worked on updating 
our old, outdated website a few years ago and then he has 
continued to keep the information on our website current. In 
addition to this, Marty has served as a one-man publicity 
committee working to promote events at church such as the 
fall golf outing, pumpkin patch, Crop Walk, Jazz in January just 
to name a few.  

We are thankful and appreciate all Marty does at and for us 
here at PRCC.   

 



MARCH 

NEWS 

BOARD NEWS 

The Board of Directors met on Tuesday, February 18, led by 
Thom Goodwin, Vice Chair.  The meeting in January was 
limited to conversation around the budget, so this was our 
first typical meeting of 2020, and we hit the ground 
running!  Here are some highlights:  

• Nominating Committee is beginning soon to consider 
candidates to fill different roles of leadership in the 
church.  If individuals are ready to step down from 
current positions or are feeling called to new 
ministries, please be in contact with the Nominating 
Committee, chaired by Tricia Williams.  

• The Membership Committee introduced a new card 
to invite newer guests to fill out. All are encouraged 
to share these postcards with those who are new, 
inviting them to help us get to know them 
better. Membership also informed the Board of their 
decision to change the name to “Welcome and 
Membership Committee” to foster care and 
relationship as they serve the membership and 
welcome newcomers.  

• We received the Mission Statement of a new Team - 
Creation Care Team, led by Tricia Williams. Joining 
Tricia in the team’s endeavors to educate, advocate, 
reduce our environmental footprint, and promote 
healthful living are teammates: Bill Barsanti, Bob 
Mack, Mike Laginess, Karen Heckman, Karen Nelson, 
Ginny Jacobson, Sharen Kemerer, Cathy Stewart, 
Cathy Thompson, and Dan Smith. More are welcome! 

• The Trustees presented a plan to replace the 
windows in the church which are over 70 years old 
and are failing. The plan includes a multi-phase, 
multi-year plan, but it would begin in 2020 with a 
focus on the Sanctuary windows and 25 other 
windows to ensure we take advantage of the bulk-
order discount. This will be formally presented to the 
congregation in March with the launch of a capital 
campaign to support this ongoing endeavor.  

• A Finance Update briefly celebrated a hearty month 
of January and that we have closed out 2019. We 
celebrate the success of Jazz in January and the ways 
the generosity of our congregation continues to 
make ministry possible.  

• The Structure Team presented a Charter with focus 
on guiding the Board and congregation through a 
process to clarify the roles and relationships of 
Committees, Teams, Ministry areas, and Staff. They 
will also propose bylaw changes to more accurately 
reflect our ways of operating with accountability and 
freedom.  

• Thom Goodwin celebrated that our new Staff Parish 
Relations Committee has been filled and will meet on 
February 25 for their first meeting. This brand new 
committee will work together to provide support, 
accountability, and recommendations regarding the 
staff of PRCC. This formation of this committee has 
been a dream of the Staff and Leadership for several 
years, and it is exciting to see it taking shape! 

• Pastor Carol and Pastor Mollie reported on their 
leadership, celebrating the trip to Israel, their 
completion of the UCC History and Polity Course, and 
the progress on the Water Well Project.  They 
presented a plan for the Leadership Plunge Challenge 
to raise the remaining amounts for the well.  

• Our Board will gather for an offsite Board Retreat on 
Saturday, March 14 from 8:30 am-12 pm at the 
Country Club to develop goals and vision for the 
upcoming year and years, as well as consider some of 
the proposals from the Structure Team.  Prayers are 
welcome as we seek God’s vision for our church and 
future direction! 

CREATION CARE TEAM 
NEWS 
The Creation Care Team met again in February. At our 
meeting, we created a mission statement for our work going 
forward. It was presented to the Board of Directors at the 
February BOD meeting. The mission statement says: 
As stewards of God’s creation we share the responsibility to 
care for all people and the environment in which we live.  We 
will lead and inspire Park Ridge Community Church on a path 
to greater environmental and human sustainability through 
education and action. We encourage a love and reverence for 
God’s creation by: 

Education 
Reducing our Environmental Footprint 
Advocacy 
Healthful Living 
Our next meeting will be on Sunday, March 8 after the 10 am 
service in the Library. It is open to all. For questions or 
information, contact Tricia Williams. 
 
Psalm 24:1 “The earth is the Lord’s, and everything in it, the 
world, and all who live in it.” 

am 



SUNDAY 
SCHOOL 

  NEWS 
SUNDAY SCHOOL  

• Wed. Feb. 26: Ash Wednesday; worship 7:30 pm 

• Sun. March 1: My Bible class begins (3rd grade class, 
during Sunday school) 

• Sun. March 8: (daylight savings time) Sun. school; My 
Bible class 

• Sun. March 15: Uncle Pete’s; Sun. school; My Bible 
class 

• Sun. March 22: Kids’ Club; no Sunday school; no My 
Bible class 

• Sun. March 29: Sun. school; My Bible class 

• Sun. April 5: Palm Sunday! kids sing & wave palms; 
Sun. school; My Bible class 

• Sun. April 5 3-5pm Easter community event - Great 
Hall 

• Sun. April 12: Easter!  

• Sun. April 19: Sun. school; finish My Bible class 

• Sun. April 26: My Bible presentation in 10 am 
worship; Sun. school 

 

All preschool through high school children and youth are 
invited to Sunday school. Bring a friend! Below is our typical 
schedule. *Meeting space information below. 
 

• 10:00-10:15   All gather in the sanctuary to begin worship 
with family members. Pastors dismiss children to Sunday 
school. 

• 10:15-10:30   Preschool to 3rd grade children ~ music 
time in SS wing 

• 10:30-11:15   Preschool to 3rd grade children in 
classrooms 

• 10:15-11:15   4th-12th grade ~ go to class from sanctuary 

• 11:15 classes end; parents pick up preK-2nd graders from 
Sunday school wing 

 

*PreK-2nd grade classes in Sunday school wing 
3rd grade class in the Parlor (next to Jordan Hall), lower level 
4th-5th grade class in the Library, lower level 
6th-12th grade class up in the Great Hall (above the Sunday 
school wing) 
 

The first Sunday of each month, (Holy Communion days) 
including March 1, April 5, etc. middle & high school students 
are to remain in worship.  
 
Please complete a registration form, available from Park Place 
Room or the Sunday school wing or our website, 

www.parkridgecommunitychurch.org, so that we have contact 
and allergy info for each child. Return forms to Teri or Shelley, 
or to the church office. 

NURSERY  
Nursery care is available each Sunday 8:30-11:15 am for 
infants through 5 years of age on the lower level, next to 
Jordan Hall. Three- through five-year-olds are welcome to 
attend Sunday school or remain in the nursery, as their 
families decide. 
 
MY BIBLE CLASS  
Children 3rd grade and older are invited to the annual My 
Bible class, March 1 - April 19 (except March 22 for spring 
break and April 12, Easter day), 10:15-11:15 am, during 
Sunday school time. Children should begin in worship with 
family; when the pastors dismiss to Sunday school, around 
10:15, the My Bible teachers and students will go to the 3rd 
grade class area (Parlor, lower level), where they will learn to 
use this essential tool of our faith. After the 6-week class, the 
children will be presented during worship April 26 with the 
very Bible they have learned to use. Registration is open to all, 
including friends. We request a $30 registration fee, for 
materials. To register or with questions, contact Teri, 
sundayschool@parkridgecommunitychurch.org. 
 

SUNDAY SCHOOL OUTREACH PROJECTS 
Jan. - Feb. offerings will go toward our church’s goal to build a 
well in Honduras!  
 
Uncle Pete’s Lunches 
On March 15, we will pack 100 lunches for Uncle Pete’s 
Lunches. How can you help? For 100 lunches, we ask the 
congregation to help… 

• Bring 100 juice boxes or mini waters, 100 
snack-size bags of chips, 100 snack-size 
packets of cookies or candy by Sunday, 
March 8th  

• Sign up to bring 200 hard-boiled eggs, 20 
loaves of bread & 100 apples or oranges by 
Wednesday, March 11th   

• Donate toward the cost of lunch meat & any 
additional food needed. 

• Gather to assemble 100 lunches on Sunday, 
March 15th, 9-9:50 am! 

• Questions? Teri/Shelley 
sundayschool@parkridgecommunitychurch.
org 

 
  

http://www.parkridgecommunitychurch.org/
mailto:sundayschool@parkridgecommunitychurch.org
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OUTREACH 
NEWS 

 

MAINE TOWNSHIP FOOD 
PANTRY 
Food Pantry donations are always needed! Feel free to drop 
off Sundays or during office hours throughout the week. 
Thank you in advance for your help!   

SCHOOL SUPPLIES 
Jeannine Schultz School – Supplies Collection 

Thank You! 

We’ve had a wonderful response collecting school supplies in 

support of the 64 students and the teachers of the Jeanine 

Schultz School in Park Ridge.  

Items Needed: 

#2 Pencils, Pens, Colored Pencils, Highlighters, Assorted 

Markers, Glue Sticks, Erasers, Spiral Notebooks, Pocket 

Folders, 3 Ring Binders, Packets of Lined Paper(wide rule) 

Construction Paper, Kleenex, Sanitizer, Disinfecting Wipes. 

Wish to participate, but unable to shop?  Donations/Gift cards 

are appreciated. Questions?  Contact: Paula Mack - 

paula.mack@parkridgecommunitychurch.org. 

LINCOLN PARK 

COMMUNITY SHELTER 
Join other friendly volunteers from our congregation to help 

prepare and serve dinner for Thursday, March 5th’s dinner at 

Lincoln Park Community Services.  Cooking begins at 2:00 in 

the church kitchen. We plan to leave church at 5:30 and 

return before 9:00.  If you'd like to be a part of this worthwhile 

ministry, please contact Luan Zoellner 

(lzoellner@ameritech.net).  

COSMETIC BAGS 
Please save your clean empty cosmetic bags, the type that 

hold the freebies given out by the large cosmetic companies. 

We are collecting them through March. They will be used as 

part of our outreach to the Bridge Project.  

Thanking you in advance for your continued support of our 

outreach ministries. If you have any questions, please contact 

Marylynn Collentine. 

 

SUNDAY SUPPER 
Our next Sunday Supper is fully staffed but please let the 

Outreach Team know if you would like to volunteer for one of 

the following future dates: April 26th or May 17th. 

outreach@parkridgecommunitychurch.org.  

BLANKET PROJECT 
Our Lutheran General NICU blanket project was a huge 

success, we assembled 27 blankets! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
BRIDGE PROJECT  
Heartfelt thanks for all the donations from the Bridge Project! 

We donated 80 coats, 20 sweatshirts, socks, hats, scarves and 

a individual monetary donation. 

 

They also accepted a donation of a few men’s suits. They will 

be passing those on to an organization that works with people 

interviewing for jobs. 

 

Your generosity has touched many who are going through a 

tough time. Thank you!  
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THANK YOU LETTERS 

 

  



FIRST 

COMMUNION 

SNAPSHOTS 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



FEBRUARY 

SNAPSHOTS 

  

Junior Choir 

Youth Winter Retreat 

Women’s Retreat 

Sunday Worship Heaven Update 



 
 
 
100 S. Courtland Ave 
Park Ridge, IL 60068 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Contact Us: 
847-823-3164 
office@parkridgecommunitychurch.org 
parkridgecommunitychurch.org  

Our Staff:   

Rev. Carol Hill, Senior Minister  
Pastor Mollie Foster, Associate Minister  
Teri Biedke, Director of Children’s Ministries 
Sasha Gerritson, Director of Music Ministries   
Shelly O’Brien, Director of Children’s Ministries  
Liz Swanson, Director of Pastoral Services  
Jaclyn Weir, Parish Coordinator 
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Services held at 7:00 am & 7:30 pm 
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