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BENDING THE ARC TOWARDS JUSTICE 
“Are you in your office? My daughter and I need to meet with 
you,” a church member called, seeming in a panic.  They came 
and lamented the shooting of George Floyd, were inspired by 
the protests, and wanted to know what they and we could 
do.  Should we have a Prayer Vigil? Should we go to 
Minneapolis? Should we start a petition? What can we 
DO?  That was Thursday, May 28.   Within days, two other 
church members reached out, wanting to do something.  By 
the end of the day, Sunday, May 30, we had heard from the 
Board of Directors that they supported our participation and 
leadership of a Community-wide Peaceful Call to Prayer and 
Action.   
 
On Tuesday, June 2, hundreds of community members, as well 
as congregation members from PRCC (and other churches 
too), gathered in our parking lot, back yard, Hodges Park and 
city Hall Steps to hear the message that “Black Lives Matter” 
and we need to do our part to dismantle racism.  Many of the 
churches in town also signed on, participating in person and 
online. My husband, Adrian Hill, shared his heart and his 
passion for justice, which resonated powerfully with many. 
Nan Parson from Action Ridge invited everyone to join the 
team to participate in anti-racist work. The Mayor and Chief of 
Police spoke of their own commitments to work towards a 
more just society.  Mayor Maloney has followed that up by 
inviting Adrian, Tricia, and me to be on a task force with other 
community members to review policing policies in Park Ridge.  
 
Does this anti-racist work have to do with Jesus? I believe so. 
As we continue to share in our stories of faith, we share 
stories of Jesus, when he continuously sided with those on the 
margins.  The people who society ostracized, belittled, abused, 
and neglected - Jesus reached out to, healed, invited to 
dinner, and welcomed.  Matthew 25 says “whatever you’ve 
done to the least of these, you’ve done unto me.” Jesus felt 
compassion towards the man dying on the cross next to him 
and he wept over the city of Jerusalem.  I feel that he has 
been weeping every time another Black or Brown person, a 
Trans person, a Queer person, and an Immigrant has died 
from our sin of prejudice. Jesus turned over the tables in the 
Temple (property damage?!) to get the attention of the 
powerful, demonstrating that oppressing people, keeping 
some people out while privileging others, is not the way of our 
Almighty God. I believe that Jesus marches, shouts, and 
inspires his followers - you and me - to live out God’s 

extravagant love for God and our neighbors in both big and 
small ways.  
 
I was on a call not long ago where some Park Ridge residents 
were remembering housing policies where homeowners 
promised not to sell their property to a person of color. I just 
got an email telling of a 10-year-old Black child being called 
the n-word in the park in Park Ridge by a teenager on a bike. It 
seems every day there is another story of another Black man 
lynched, and meanwhile, Congress it at an impasse over 
whether or not lynching is a hate crime.  We have work to do - 
right here, right now.  
 
However, change is happening. It seems that there are more 
widespread, in-depth conversations being held about race. 
Nascar choosing to ban the Confederate flag, statues coming 
down, businesses choosing to give employees Juneteenth off 
of work, Aunt Jemima coming off the shelf, intense 
conversations about police accountability, community safety 
(for the entire community), and economic disparities, 
disenfranchisement, and the incarceration system...are all 
good signs.  These have been years in the making, but this 
moment in history (I hope) is seeing real change.  
 
At PRCC, our Board has affirmed the work to launch a new 
team for Justice. We are considering how we continue to be a 
welcoming and justice-seeking church - from LGBTQ justice to 
being anti-racist to advocating for seniors.  We have some 
folks trying to find ways to help keep affordable housing in our 
City’s Comprehensive Plan, and many are working alongside 
Action Ridge to work to end gun violence, reverse Climate 
change, and more.  There are good things happening here!  
 
The pandemic has enabled some of this work to happen, but it 
also threatens to undermine the efforts when we feel alone or 
overwhelmed.  Rest assured, there are a whole lot of us out 
here, ready to do the work to build the beloved 
community...and for now, we’ll do all of that while we wear 
masks and keep our distance.  But, friends, this work is just 
getting started.  
 
If you would like to talk 
about racism, how this 
work is connected to our 
faith, or simply disagree 
with my perspectives, 
please come and speak 
with me. We are learning 
together, and all of this can 
be very personal and 
emotional. I am happy to 
be a conversation partner 
with you!  
Marching with you, 
 
 

Pastor Carol 



WORSHIP 

UPCOMING IN WORSHIP 
In July, our worship series will focus on Everyday Heroes: 
Ordinary People Doing Extraordinary Things with God! We will 
examine some of the “heroes” from scripture, learn lessons 
from them, celebrate the heroes among us, and realize the 
ways God can do the heroic through each of us.  
 

July 5     Online Worship Experience 

Heroes are Courageous: Nicodemus  
 Preacher: Sasha Gerritson 
 Texts: Joshua 1:5-9  
 John 3:1-10; 7:50-52; 19: 38-42  
 

July 12 Online Worship Experience  

Heroes are Strong: Shiprah and Puah 
 Preacher: Pastor Mollie Foster 
 Texts: Ephesians 6:10-14  

Exodus 1:8-22 

July 19 Heroes are Faithful: Philip 

 Preacher: Pastor Carol Hill 
 Texts: Hebrews 12:1-3  
 Acts 8:26-40  
 

July 26 Heroes are Faithful: Rahab 

 Preacher: Pastor Carol Hill 
 Texts: James 2:14-17, 24-26 
 Joshua 2:1-21 

 

PASTOR CAROL ON 
VACATION 
Pastor Carol and family will be on vacation from June 29 – July 
13.   If you have a pastoral emergency during any of this time, 
please contact the church office, and care will be arranged 
through Liz Swanson.  
 

OUTDOOR OFFICE HOURS 
Outdoor office hours have gone well, so the “office” will 

continue to be open for guests to come and 
chat and pray through the month of July 
and August as well! 
All are welcome to come and pray, chat, 
catch up, or just say hello. Please wear 
your mask as we continue to keep each 
other safe! In case of rain, outdoor 
office hours will be cancelled. 
 

 

 
SACRED EARTH, SACRED 
WORK 

In August, our worship series will focus on the planet and 
God’s call on us to be stewards of the earth.  Our series 
“Sacred Earth, Sacred Work” will invite us to consider the ways 
that we care for the resources on earth and how we live into 
the call to humankind to be caretakers of the world.  Each 
week, the Creation Care team will help us put our lessons into 
action with tangible ways to make a positive impact on the 
environment. 
 
 

Aug 2    Sacred Earth, Sacred Work: The Good Creation 

Holy Communion 
Texts: Genesis 1:1-2:4a 

 

Aug 9 Sacred Earth, Sacred Work: Sustainable Consumption 

 Texts: Hosea 4:1-14 
Luke 12:13-21 

   
Aug 16 Sacred Earth, Sacred Work: Water is Life 

 Texts: Psalm 42 
 Genesis 2:4-7; John 5:1-11; Exodus 14:21-29; John 

11:30-36; Matthew 3:13-17; Revelation 21:6 
 

Aug 23 Sacred Earth, Sacred Work: Realized Impact  

 Texts: Psalm 104 
 Luke 16:19-31 

   
Aug 30 Sacred Earth, Sacred Work: Food for All 

Texts: Psalm 107:1-9, 33-43  
Luke 9:12-17 

 
 

HOLY COMMUNION 
ELEMENTS AUGUST 2ND    
We will celebrate the sacrament of Holy Communion on 
Sunday, August 2. IF there is in person worship, pre-packaged 
cups and wafers will be provided, however, you are welcome 
to bring your own bread and juice from home, if you 
prefer.  For those who will be worshipping via the livestream, 
you are invited to order your elements to be picked up or 
delivered. Please keep an eye out for the Google Form to sign 
up as we get closer. 

Outdoor Office (10 am - 1 pm) 

June 22 & 24, June 29 & July 1   

 July 6 & July 8 , July 13 & 15, July 20 &22, July 27 & 29 

August 3 & 5, August 10 & 12, August 17 & 19, August 24 & 26, 

and August 31 



WHAT TO EXPECT WHEN WE REOPEN 

We have received a variety of responses from the congregation to our recent survey about the possibility of reopening. Thank you for 
participating and offering your feedback.  Currently, we are preparing for the possibility of having in-person services resume on 
Sunday, July 19. It is entirely possible that there would be a surge of cases, and that date would shift.  
IF cases remain down, then here’s what you can expect from PRCC: 

• All Services will be livestreamed, available for viewing “live” at the time of the service or later at your convenience.  

• We will offer multiple services outdoors and one indoors. (Right now, we are considering 8 and 9:15 am outdoor; 10:30 am 
indoor) We will pre-register individuals and families for all services, allowing some room for walk-ins. 50-person capacity will 
be maintained for indoor and outdoor.  In case of rain, outdoor service would move into the sanctuary. 

• Masks will be worn by all participants, including worship leaders. Sanitizer will be available.  

• 6 ft. social distance between households will be maintained, indoor and outdoor - with both worship spaces having 
designated spaces to sit.  

• Bulletins will be available at entry points, along with an offering basket. Participants can continue to give electronically or 
place their offering in the basket when you enter, but a plate won’t be passed.  Bulletins would be single-use - you take your 
own with you.  

• The services will last approximately 40 minutes, including time of prayers, sharing our joys and concerns, scripture readings, 
some special music sung from a distance by only 2-3 musicians, a sermon, blessing and benediction.  We may also experience 
a baptism or two and possibly Confirmation as well.  We can turn and look one another in the eye as we pass the peace from 
a distance, and children will have a relevant coloring page (BYOCrayons) and a children’s message at one of the services.   

• Communion will be celebrated each month, with each person receiving their pre-packaged element with the bulletin upon 
entry (or bringing your own from home).  

• Ushers will take a picture of attendance, which combined with pre-registration, would allow us to contact the worship 
attenders if there was a known exposure. 

 
Churches have been problematic spaces, inadvertently fostering the spread of Covid-19, so we want to be very careful. We appreciate 
the congregation’s patience and understanding as we work through all the logistics. We are considering July 19 and 26 as “test dates,” 
and we can see how the services go.  Then we can adjust, return to online only, add more services, etc. depending on what we 
experience in July.  That being said - we continue to monitor guidelines and cases daily and will alert everyone and update our plans 
accordingly.  

 
 
 
 

 
 

 

  



DIVINE DESIGN: 
Renewing our 
Building 
The Big Picture (Window) 

 

Now that we are in Phase 6 of the window replacement 
process, it merits the time to discuss how this all got started, 
where we are in the process, and what remains undone.  The 
notion of replacing the aged windows at PRCC is not a new 
idea and in fits and starts it has been discussed for years, but 
not with any concerted action.  The impediments were: 1) 
identifying appropriate replacements, 2) the competition for 
resources and attention in other areas, 3) the enormity of the 
task and 4) the willingness to kick the problem into the future.  
The future arrived in 2016 when it was discovered that the 
large windows in the Great Hall were literally at risk of falling 
out of the building.  Additionally, the windows in the Sunday 
School classrooms were often inoperable and the sanctuary 
windows were at risk of seriously injuring someone.  Our hand 
was forced and it was time to act. 

We identified Marvin Windows as the best manufacturer 
available and Revisions as their contractor to conduct the 
replacement.  Phase 1 was initiated by the Trustees in 2017 
prioritizing the windows in the worst condition first.  Since 
that time the objective has been to use a single manufacturer 
and single contractor for the project thus harmonizing the 
design, warranty coverage and any service issues arising in the 
years to come.  Marvin retains digital engineering files for 
each window purchased and each window carries a unique 
identification number etched in the glass. 

Phase 1 was followed over the next three years by Phases 2 
through 5.  By now all of the 100-year-old windows in the 
oldest section of the building have been replaced except for 
the west facing three large windows in the balcony of the 
Great Hall.  The central gothic window was heavily restored 
less than 20 years ago and would be extremely expensive to 
replace.  The two square windows on either side were also 
retained for similar reasons.  

Phase 6 involves the sanctuary space and all the weighty 
implications resulting from addressing the core of our church.  
The selection of window design, aesthetics and glass selection 
were given very careful consideration.  In addition to the 
sanctuary windows an additional number of failing windows 
were addressed throughout the 1950 era building.  In total, 33 
windows are being replaced in Phase 6. 

Where we stand today is worthy of some reflection.  Phase 6 
addresses 33 window openings of which 20 are in the 

sanctuary space.  The balance of the windows addressed in 
this phase are located throughout various lower level 
openings.  On the strength of the fundraising campaign we 
recently added a Phase 7 to be completed later this year.  
Phase 7 consists of a single window opening located in the 
Ellinger Transept on the west elevation.  This is a particularly 
complex replacement due to the stained-glass panels that 
need to be recovered and reinstalled in the new window.  
Additionally, the low relief sculptures on the west wall need to 
be protected from damage during the replacement process.  
We expect to have this Phase 7 completed by the end of 
October 2020. 

Happily, the window replacement process is now more 
completed that not.  We expect to have an 8th and final phase 
in 2021 where the remaining original windows will be 
replaced.  These last windows are located around the 
structure but are generally concentrated in the offices, the 
lower level in Jordan Hall and the steeple.  In the next 
newsletter more specific information will be provided 
regarding the window count summary, the total cost of the 
project and the impacts on the structure we expect as a result 
of such a substantial undertaking.  Phase 8 is not yet funded 
so if you are considering donating to the effort please consider 
doing so; we will gladly accept your generosity. 

Lastly, there are a large number of old window sashes 
available for anyone considering further use of would simply 
like to have a memento of our church.  They are located along 
the north wall of the carriage house garage and are available 
on a first come first served basis.  We are trying to minimize 
what we send to a landfill so if you are a hobbyist, want to 
decorate a garden or just like old windows please avail 
yourself.  

- Tom Klimmeck 



MEMORIAL GARDEN 
You may notice some major changes on the grounds of PRCC. These beautiful advancements were done in loving memory of Nancy 

Zuegel, daughter of Herb and Barb. Nancy had a gift for transforming her outdoor surroundings into sanctuaries. This beautiful, 

transformed space will serve as a legacy for the blessing she was during her time on earth.  

    



OUR PRAYER 

MINISTRY  
The good news of the story of faith is that love is 

stronger than hate and the power of love is in each of 

us.  We know that God hears our prayers so please 

continue to love each other through prayer including the 

following prayer needs.  
Continue to include in your prayers all those on our prayer ministry 
list: Heather Cannon, Erika Cornelisen, Kylie Figgins, Jon Forsythe, 
Troy Gilbert, Edith E. Hurlburt, Tom Kapolnek, Candace Kidston, 
Walter and Christina Kotecki, Geri LeDuc, Lurana Nelson, Leo 
Netko, Dean Muenzer, Reggie Pantazi, Susan Ruth, Ann Stutts, 
Kathleen Weller, Joyce Wright, Bill Zoellner, Kate Zoellner. 
We also keep in our prayers the following June requests: 

Life in the Resurrection  
- Please pray for the family and friends of Jim, Mary Biardo’s 

brother who entered life in the Resurrection on 5/30. 

- Please pray for Mark Holihan's friend Karen, whose father 

Karl recently entered life in the resurrection. Karl was the 

founder of PR's Norwegian Day Parade. 

- Please pray for Jennifer, Haukur, and the Gudmundsson 

family as they grieve the loss of Jennifer's grandmother Ruth, 

who entered life in the resurrection on 5/25. 

- Please pray for the Conner family as they grieve the loss of 

Margie's uncle and travel to Massachusetts to be with her 

aunt. 

- We hold the family & friend of Jim, Andrea Goodwin's father, 

in our prayers as they grieve the loss of Jim. 

- Prayers for the family of Bob Campbell who entered Life in 

the Resurrection.  

Healing and Recovery 
- Please pray for Sue's mom Gloria, who is 90 years old with 

waves of clarity and spunk and waves of dementia and 

confusion; things have been more difficult recently. 

- We continue to pray for Judy Artrip, who had spinal surgery 

just over a week ago and is home with considerable pain. 

- We continue to pray for Judy Hedberg, Laura's mother, who 

has suffered some falls and is having a tough time with her 

healing process. 

- We continue to pray for Marty McHugh, who suffered a 

stroke and continues with rehab and reports that he is pleased 

to be making some progress. 

- Fred's mom Betty, who had throat surgery and is healing and 

recovering. 

- We pray for Dan Smith’s partner Ron, who is currently in the 

hospital with covid-19 and his wife Karen entered life in the 

resurrection this week from heart issues, with potential covid 

complications. 

- Teri Biedke's nephew Stephen as their journey towards 

adoption continues with a court date at the end of June. 

- We pray for Kate and Brendan Joyce, who have recently 

suffered a miscarriage and we pray for all those families who 

have grieved the loss of a pregnancy, a child, or who struggle 

with becoming pregnant. 

- Paula Mack's niece and nephew, whose pregnancy has been 

a challenge, will be induced on July 15, so the finish line is in 

sight. 

- Ginny Feurer asks for prayers for her friend Alice having a 

very serious surgery. She asks for strength for Alice to 'fight for 

her life'. 
- Please pray for Mary and Eric Johnson's friend and choral 

conductor, who is going through a tough time. 

- Prayers for Jaclyn's friend Troy, whose cancer has spread and 

is beginning hospice care, and for his husband Joe, who is 

supporting Troy and also grieving his sister's death to cancer. 

- Karen Webster asks for prayers for continued recover from 

surgery. 

- Doug Connors asks for prayers as he continues to recover 

from knee surgery. 

- Grace Curtis requests prayers for her mother in law who was 

taken to the hospital and is awaiting test results. 
- Please pray for Bill Irvine who was hospitalized after falling 

and breaking 7 ribs and is now in rehab hoping to get home 

soon. 

- Prayers continue for Mary Biardo's husband Sam, who had 

surgery last Monday and whose healing over these next few 

weeks and months will be important. 

- Pray for Sue, whose daughter Kathy is in town, as she has 

surgery on Monday and her recovery thereafter. 

- Please hold Bernice Zabawski in your prayers as she 

continues navigates her Macular Degeneration diagnosis. 

- Please pray for 2 year old Carson who is receiving treatment 

at Lurie's for Wilms Tumor, chemo treatment continues for 

the next several weeks. 

- Janet Johnson asks for prayers for her nephew Axl, who is in 

the hospital with kidney issues. 

Birthdays/Anniversaries/Retirement/Graduation 
- Carrie & Deuce, turning 8; Sue Cocagne, Karl Sissman, and 

Ann Swindell.  

- We celebrate our Graduates and pray for each of them as 

they conclude one chapter and begin the next. 

- Happy Birthday to Rachel Born, Jeff Clapper, Anne Longman, 

Larry Zimmerman, and Karen Harkovich. 

- Happy 51st anniversary to Bill and Luan Zoellner on Sunday, 

June 7!! 

- Happy 9th Anniversary to Jessye Wright and Larry Adams. 

- Happy 15th Anniversary to Adrian and Pastor Carol this 

week! 

- John and Kathy Davis celebrated their 45th wedding 

anniversary on June 15. They also ask for prayers as they 

travel to visit their daughter in Tacomah, WA. 



- Winnie Ericksen celebrated her 85th June 19 and Alexia 

Salamone celebrated her birthday.  

- This week we celebrate JD Burke and Pastor Carol's brother 

Donny’s birthdays. As well as Leah Born, Cindy Klimmeck, Lauri 

McCleneghan, and Jane Moody (89); And, this month, Herb 

Zuegel turns 90! 

- Happy birthday to Thom Goodwin, Dana Garcia, Nancy Ady, 

Grace Curtis, and Alex Mehrabian. 

- Congratulations to Mike & Stephanie who are celebrating 

their 12 wedding anniversary on June 28th!  

Joys 
- We celebrate the generosity of our congregation as we 

replace the windows in the sanctuary and renew God's House 

with windows for today and the future. 

- We celebrate that one of our youth - Eric Biedke will be 

participating in an astronomy program this summer and can 

do so since it's online. 

- We celebrate that Eric Johnson's sister in law Susan, who has 

been hospitalized with a staph infection was able to come 

home with ongoing medications. 

- Bill and Luan Zoellner celebrate that all their family: Emily, 

Bill, Zoe, Kate, Anne, and their families will be here in June to 

spend time together. 

- Sue and Marty Sandstrom celebrate good doctor's and 

dermatologist visits and safe travels up to Michigan. 

- Celebrate Outdoor Time shared with so many of you! Prayers 

and catching up have been a blessing! 

- Prayers for safe travels and blessed time away with Robin 

and Ed Kopecky as they travel to their home in the UP as well. 

- We are celebrating a joy that a pipe that was broken, 

allowing water to pour into the nursery was repaired, 

landscape was enhanced, and windows continue to be 

installed! 

- We congratulate the 2020 confirmands who have completed 

Confirmation. We will celebrate in person at a later date when 

it is safe. 

- Outdoor Office hours have been a great joy in the life of our 

church, we are extending through August! 

- We hold all of our congregants who are travelling in our 

prayers - for safety, time of renewal, protection from virus. 

- We celebrate a new Social Justice Team emerging at PRCC to 

help guide our work as a congregation on issues of social 

justice in our church and community. 

- We celebrate Father's Day, wishing a Happy day to all the 

dads, grandfathers, godfathers, stepdads, adopted dads, those 

who have provided guidance and love over the years. 

National 
- This Friday through Sunday, June 5-7 are Gun Violence 

Awareness days, when folks will wear orange and we 

remember the tragic losses of lives due to the proliferation of 

guns in this nation. 

- We grieve the murder of George Floyd, African American 

man in Minneapolis, and the incidence of racially motivated 

violence that continues to plague our nation. We pray for anti-

racist work and united efforts to stop the execution of black 

and brown people in our nation. 

- And on this Sunday, we unite our hearts with churches 

around Park Ridge and around our nation as we lament and 

grieve the deaths of 100,000 Americans who have died of 

Covid-19 and 352,000 people around the world. 

- We celebrate Pride Month and the diversity in sexual 

orientation and gender identity, and celebrate ruling by the 

Supreme Court that extend protection to LGBTQ individuals. 

CONNECTIONS AND CARE 
PRCC is a connected and caring faith community.  This temporary time of social distancing and sheltering in place results in a lot of 

physical isolation.  We want to stay connected with you!  Please let us know how you are and what your prayer needs might be.  If you 

would like a phone call or need something we can help with, please call or email the church office.  If you are willing to make some 

calls and share your cheerful voice with someone, please let Liz Swanson know.  We miss being together and look forward to the time 

we can all be back together to serve others and worship God.  In the meantime, know you are loved, valued and we are connected in 

Spirit!   

WEEKLY GOOGLE HANGOUTS 

The weekly Google Hangouts will be moving to Wednesdays at noon and we will continue to 

discuss the upcoming Sunday worship scriptures. Anyone and all are welcome to join in! 



STEPHEN 

MINISTRY 
MESSAGE   

Justice, and only justice, you shall pursue, so that you 

may live and occupy the land that the Lord your God is 

giving you. Deuteronomy 16:20 (NSRV) 

     

As a nation we are currently in the throws of pursuing “justice, 
and only justice...” It isn’t easy to figure out exactly what that 
means, exactly how we do that either individually or 
collectively. Interestingly, in most of the Bible righteousness 
and justice are spoken of together, especially when discussing 
God’s self and what God expects of his people. God’s 
expectations and understanding of righteous and justice are 
clearly defined in lots of places too. Here are a couple:   

He has told you, O mortal, what is good; and what 
does the Lord require of you but to do justice, and to 
love kindness, and to walk humbly with your God? 
Micah 6:8 (NRSV) 

Wash yourselves; make yourselves clean; remove the 
evil of your doings from before my eyes; cease to do 
evil, learn to do good; seek justice, rescue the 
oppressed, defend the orphan, plead for the widow. 
Isaiah 1:16-18 (NRSV) 

Dr. Barbara Holmes, attorney, theologian, and long-time 
justice activist, says that her life “is committed to the struggle 
for justice, the healing of the human, and the art of relevant 
and radical creativity." As Richard Rohr recently pointed out, 
Dr. Holmes eloquently points to the spirituality of protest. 

The civil rights marches of the 1960s were 
contemplative—sometimes silent, sometimes 
drenched with song, but always contemplative. This 
may mean within the context of a desperate quest for 
justice that while weary feet traversed well-worn 
streets, hearts leaped into the lap of God. While 
children were escorted into schools by national 
guardsmen, the song "Jesus Loves Me" became an 
anthem of faith in the face of contradictory evidence. 
You cannot face German Shepherds and fire hoses 
with your own resources; there must be God and 
stillness at the very center of your being. . . . 

Like a spiritual earthquake, the resolve of the 
marchers affirmed the faith of foremothers and 
forefathers. Each step was a reclamation of the hope 
unborn. Each marcher embodied the communal 

affirmation of already/not yet sacred spaces. . . . The 
sacred act of walking together toward justice was 
usually preceded by a pre-march meeting that began 
with a prayer service, where preaching, singing, and 
exhortation prepared the people to move toward the 
hope they all held. This hope was carefully explicated 
by the leadership as a fulfillment of God's promises. 
As a consequence, the movement that spilled from 
the churches to the streets was a ritual enactment of 
a communal faith journey toward the basileia [realm] 
of God. . . . 

Hope. That is the essence of our faith. We are called to be 
people of hope. Each prayer for justice, collectively or 
personally, is a statement of hope, a statement that we 
understand the nature of our God and who we are called to 
be. The truth is, people without hope do not rise up and 
march – do not find a marker and write their prayers on 
cardboard. “Justice, and only justice...” aka “Black lives 
matter!” 

These are difficult times. Everyone is weary to their souls of 
the betrayed promises of this nation, and weary of the losses 
and inconveniences developing from the Covid 19 pandemic. 
Tired as well of ignorance, selfishness, willful lack of integrity, 
perversion of the law – I could go on, but you get it.   

Isaiah 1:16-18 says that each time we wash our hands, wear a 
mask, try to do better (or actually manage to do some good,) 
learn something new, and pray for peace and healing for 
those who suffer – we are mirroring the character of our God. 
And each time we ask for help when we need it, we are 
affirming our hope in righteousness and justice. We Stephen 
Ministers want you to know that we have taken on our role in 
the hope that we can pray for you and with you, be there to 
comfort you in your mourning, help you deal with your fears, 
show you God’s love in moments of doubt and despair.   

Contact Pastor Carol (847-823-3164), Ginny Feurer (847-840-
7082), or any Stephen Leader to find out more. If you wish to 
be part of the PRCC team being developed to address justice 
issues, contact either George Brant, or me.  

 - Anita Rifkind 



BOARD 

NEWS  

The Board of Directors of Park Ridge Community Church has 
been pretty busy, considering this is typically a time of 
rest.  The Board weighed in on the decision to host the 
Community-wide Call to Prayer and Action at the beginning of 
June.  In the middle of June, the board met virtually on June 9, 
for the formal changing of leadership. We celebrated and gave 
thanks for Laura Sissman, who has been the Chair of the 
Congregation and Vice Chair before that, for the past four 
years.   

• The Board affirmed a small group to draft a charter 
for a new Justice taskforce, to be presented at the 
August Board Meeting.  

• The Board asked George Brant and Anita Rifkind to 
pursue an opportunity for PRCC to be involved in a 
program with Stateville Correctional Center, funded 
through the Lily Foundation.  

• The Board celebrated that the church’s giving 
continues to faithfully fund our ministries and staff, 
and folks are giving through Zelle and Paypal, which 
has helped.  

• The Board received an update from the Trustees, 
which included progress on the Windows, drainage 
issues being remedied, and the painting project’s 
completion. Nancy Zuegel’s Memorial garden is in 
place, and our sprinkler system is being fixed. 

• Pastor Mollie reported that the funds for the well in 
Honduras have been dispersed, but due to pandemic, 
the digging of the well has been delayed. She 
expressed remorse because clean water is important 
to dealing with this pandemic. 

• Pastor Carol reported about hopes for the coming 
year, as well as how the Call to Action was received. 

• And we welcomed Thom Goodwin as the new Chair 
of the Congregation; Naomi Siebert as the new Vice-
Chair of the Congregation; and Kate Joyce as the new 
Clerk of the Congregation.  
 

 

EMERGENCY SUPPORT 
Park Ridge Community Church has had a long-standing 

commitment to helping those in need.  Many years ago, a 

fund was established called the Minister’s Discretionary Fund 

for the Minister to be able to offer support to those in need.  

Additionally, PRCC participates with the Ministerial Association 

to provide a Community fund, administered through the Social 

Worker at the Park Ridge Police Department.  If individuals 

come to PRCC needing grocery support, gas money, or other 

care, they are directed to the Police Station, where such 

requests are both accommodated and tracked.  The PRPD 

reports to the Ministerial Association annually and is in 

contact when the fund is depleted. 
However, when an individual from our congregation or 

connected to our congregation in some way is in need of 

something different – a medical bill that they cannot afford, 

funeral expenses covered, or some other situation, that 

individual speaks in confidence with the Minister and 

arrangements are made using the Discretionary Fund.  This 

fund continues to have donations made and requests made – 

this goes on behind the scenes in confidence and with 

discretion.  

Because the Covid-19 pandemic continues to wreak havoc on 

individuals’ lives, resulting in illness, job loss, and economic 

instability, our commitment to providing emergency support, 

not only endures but is strengthened.  

If you would like and are able to contribute to the 

Discretionary Fund, perhaps consider donating a portion of 

your stimulus payment, please do so. You may give 

electronically or via check and note: “Discretionary Fund.”  

If you or someone you know, is in need of emergency support, 

please contact Pastor Carol. There is a brief application, which 

ensures accountability as well as confidentiality.   

NEW TEAM FORMING TO 

ADDRESS JUSTICE ISSUES 
At the June meeting, the Board of Directors decided to create 

a team to coordinate PRCC’s justice response. 

At this point, the team is potentially involved with three 

issues: the first is a project sponsored by North Park Seminary, 

the group that we have worked with on Stateville prison 

needs. (More information will be forthcoming.) The second is 

actions to support affordable housing in the community. And 

the third is to establish formally that PRCC is a UCC Open and 

Affirming congregation, which means that we accept 

and support LGBTQ members. 

George Brant and Anita Rifkind have agreed to organize the 

team. The team is multigenerational; young people are 

welcome. If you are interested in being on the team, and/or 

have ideas about actions we as a faith community might 

take,  you can email either GBrant@judgeltd.com, 

or Anitar@att.net. 

 

CALL TO ACTION! 
If you would like to know more about PRCCs Call to Action or 

how to contact your local alderman, visit our new page: 

https://www.parkridgecommunitychurch.org/prcc-call-to-

action 
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KINDRED SPIRITS CAFÉ  
The Kindred Spirits Café group stays connected through phone 

calls and emails with each other.  Stories are being shared 

about many life experiences including individual work and 

marches attended in the 60’s for civil rights.  A couple people 

talked about their experiences in their work places integrating 

new employees.  It felt worthwhile and very important at the 

time but now seems like we’ve gone backwards in many 

ways.  Steffi Beery said she marched in the 60’s because there 

was segregation and it seemed so wrong.  She came from a 

family that believed in equality for all and they marched 

because “how could you not?  But it doesn’t stay done – you 

have to keep doing it.”  Now her grandson who is studying at 

Purdue is working on dismantling racial injustices by putting 

together a book of poetry.  Steffi has a love of poetry and 

shares her work with us each year during our multi-

generational worship service.   

Here is one she wants to share now: 

Shakespeare wrote, “The evil that men do lives after them; 

The good is oft interred with their bones.” 

I do not want to believe that. 
Not that evil does not have its own immortality,  
But good, Like God himself, Is stronger. 
Its seeds grow and birth new flowers, new trees,  
Bear fruit – bear life! 

And celebrate this planet’s glory  
with a joyful noise that the deaf can hear, 
A color the blind can see,  
And a hymn to be sung by us all. 

 

 

CREATION CARE TEAM 
NEWS 
In March, we met and created this mission statement and 
ways we would accomplish our mission: 
 

As stewards of God’s creation we share the responsibility to 
care for all people and the environment in which we live.  We 
will lead and inspire Park Ridge Community Church on a path 
to greater environmental and human sustainability through 
education and action. 
 

In an attempt to make some progress in the area of creation 
care at PRCC, our team plans on beginning to share 
information that we find interesting and ways that we can all 
work together to care for our environment and others, 
whether we are worshipping in person, online or staying 
home. Individually we can collectively do our part to make a 
difference in caring for God’s great earth and His people.  
 

Food Waste:     
According to research from the Environmental 
Protection Agency, organic waste comprises at least 
30% of total waste produced by a typical household. 
On average we generate approximately 4.40 pounds 
per person per day, which amounts to over 1600 
pounds annually!  
Possible Action to Take: 
Compost.  
Composting reduces food waste from being sent to 
the landfill. Fewer food scraps sitting in the landfill 
means that less methane gas is created. Methane gas 
is toxic to the environment. You can create your own 
backyard compost system or subscribe to a 
commercial composting service such as Collective 
Resource. Collective Resource now has a service that 
they call Neighborhood Totes where a group of 
neighbors, friends, church members can sign up for 
the service and share a compost tote bucket. 
Something for us to think about as a church once we 
get back to meeting in person. 

 

Psalm 24:1  “The earth is the Lord’s, and everything in it, the 
world, and all who live in it.” 
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SUMMER NEWS 
MEMBERSHIP NEWS  
The Welcome and Membership Committee encourages our 
congregation to share an online worship service with someone 
who may be interested in PRCC. This is an easy way for others 
to participate in a worship service, hear our pastors and staff, 
and get them interested to attend PRCC in person in the 
future! Make it a goal to forward an online service link to a 
friend or neighbor this summer!  
Contact Sara Born or Sue Douglass, co-Chairs of the 
Membership and Welcoming Committee.   
sara.born@hotmail.com  
suedouglass@hotmail.com  
 

REACHING OUT TO OUR 
PRCC FRIENDS 
Remember, if you want to reach out to your Prayer Buddy, or 
connect with people you’ve spent time with at coffee hour, 
Instant Church Directory offers names, photos, addresses, 
phone numbers and email addresses! Families are encouraged 
to scroll through the thumbnails with children and reach out 
to those familiar names and faces in whichever ways work for 
you. If you haven’t accessed Instant Church Directory before, 
contact Jaclyn at office@parkridgecommunitychurch.org. 

MEDITATION AND YOGA 
Cindy Klimmeck is offering mediation and yoga classes on 
ZOOM. Yoga – Monday at 7 pm, Chair Yoga – Tuesday at 10:15 
am, Meditation – Monday and Friday at 9 am.  
https://us04web.zoom.us/j/9671602932  
Meeting ID: 967 160 2932  

New password to enter - 227332 

KNITTING KNIGHTS 
The Knitting Knights group continues to catch up with each 
other on Zoom calls and with projects over the summer.  Mary 
Hannon made a crocheted hedgehog; Debbie created an egg 
apron and we all are working on soap sacks and winter hats 
for the upcoming needs in the fall and winter. If you would like 
to work on a project at home, please talk with Liz Swanson. 

VOLUNTEER SPOTLIGHT 

So many members and friends volunteer their time to our 
beloved church.  We are grateful for each and every one of 
them. Some people we see and hear about all the time but 
there are others behind the scenes and we don’t always know 
about all that they do.  

Each month in our Volunteer Spotlight we say thank you to an 
individual, couple or group for sharing their time and talents. 
This also gives us the opportunity to share with members and 
newcomers a little bit of information about what our 
"generous stewards of God's gifts" are doing here at PRCC.  

"Each of you should use whatever gift you have received to 
serve others, as faithful stewards of God's grace in its various 
forms." Peter 4:10 
 

This month we recognize Sara and John Born in the Volunteer 
Spotlight. 

Sara and John Born and their 
three children, Leah, Rachel 
and Henry, are all active 
participants in PRCC ministries.  

Sara grew up at PRCC and is 
now co-chairing (with her 
mom, Sue Douglass) the 
Welcome and Membership 
Committee. Sara has served on 
this committee for quite a few years and is in her second year 
as a co-chair. She is also one of the organizers of the 
Fellowship of Families group which plans social and service 
events for the young families of our congregation. She also 
served on the Senior Minister Search Committee that 
nominated Pastor Carol. You can often see the Born family 
helping to prepare a meal, writing notes of encouragement 
and love or decorating placemats for guests at Lincoln Park 
Shelter (before COVID-19).  

John has been busy this year working on improving sound 
capabilities at the church. Before we had to “stay at home” 
John had some help from other members and installed 
speakers in the kitchen and Jordan Hall, improved 
microphones and equipment and was an integral part of 
making our services available live streamed by setting up 
camera and other equipment in the sanctuary. John also helps 
to set up the sound system for our outdoor garden services on 
Sundays at 8:30 am. John has served faithfully as a Deacon 
since 2016. He is currently serving in his last year of his second 
term and will be taking a well-deserved rest from Deacon 
duties in June 2021. Until then he will continue to serve as the 
hands and feet in this congregation as needs arise. 

Leah, Rachel and Henry have all been regular Christmas 
pageant participants, Sunday School attendees and the girls 
both sing in the Junior Choir.  

PRCC is blessed and thankful for the presence and gifts of the 
entire Born family.
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SUNDAY SCHOOL 

NEWS 
Dear God, 
These have been some strange and sometimes scary days 
we’ve had lately. Please help me to continue to do what I can 
to stay positive and be good to the people around me. God, 
you teach us that the most important thing we can do is to 
love one another. It does not matter where you live, who you 
love, or what you look like. We are all your children. Give us 
strength as a community and a country as we work for 
equality. Give us the courage to speak out and defend others 
if we see that they are not being treated fairly. Help us to live 
as Jesus taught us and have love in our hearts and kindness in 
our actions as we serve God and our neighbors in all that we 
do. Amen. 
 

SUNDAY SUMMER SCHOOL 
While we are not able to be together in person, we want to 
stay connected! We will email the Sunday school lesson, which 
goes along with the sermon of the week.  If you haven’t 
received the emails or have questions, contact Shelley or Teri: 
sundayschool@parkridgecommunitychurch.org. 

 
SHOW US YOUR 
PLANTS! 
We know that many people have planted 
vegetables and/or flowers while at home 
this spring. We encourage you to share 
photo updates of your garden on the open 
PRCC Congregation Facebook page. Happy 
growing season! 

 
 
 

SHARE THE JOYS  
Email sundayschool@parkridgecommunitychurch.org a joy to 
share in our communications! Are you happy to see the green 
grass peeking through? Excited to connect with your teacher 
and classmates? Glad to have your parents’ home to play a 
game with you? Let us know! 

VIRTUAL VBS: 
 Everyday Heroes 
Who:  
Kids entering pre-K through 5th grade 
 

When and Where:  
Mon. July 20 - Thurs. July 23  
The VBS videos will appear on the PRCC YouTube channel daily 
at 10am throughout the week! Families will be able to stream 
whenever it is convenient for them! 
 

What:  
Kids will engage in guided videos through activities, stories, 
songs, and service opportunities to be an everyday hero!  
Everyday heroes SEE God, SHARE kindness, SPEAK out, and 
SERVE others! 
 

How:  
Register online by Friday, July 10th to sign up for pick up or 
home delivery of a Virtual VBS kit! Pick up and delivery will be 
Friday July 17th. 
(Be checking your email or the church website for the 
Registration Link!) 
 

For more information, contact: 
Teri and Shelly: 
sundayschool@parkridgecommunitychurch.org  
Pastor Mollie: pastormollie@parkridgecommunitychurch.org 

 
* Everyday Hereos: Virtual VBS will coincide with the 
July Sermon Series, Everyday Hereos!  
To help involve the kids more, we would love to hear 
from them!  
Kids, pre-k through 5th grade: Tell us about or show 
us your everyday hero! Send us an artistic image or a 
poem or a short clip or song about your hero (your 
parent? your teacher? Mr. Rogers? Malala? Jesus?) 
by Wed. July 8th, and we’ll include those in the 
Virtual VBS! 
sundayschool@parkridgecommunitychurch.org  
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Youth are invited to bring their own lunch and blanket or chair on the church lawn with their peers and Pastor 

Mollie!  We will be safely distanced from one another as we spend time chatting and catching up!  

 

When:  Tuesdays, thru July 28 @ noon 

Where:  PRCC Lawn (by the Butterfly Garden) 

Nine youth may sign up at a time to abide by the Stage 3 guidelines.  Youth can sign up for as many weeks as 

they'd like! 

 

To sign up, go to https://www.signupgenius.com/go/9040e4cabad2da5f49-youth 
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OUTREACH 
NEWS
MAINE TOWNSHIP FOOD 
PANTRY  

Eight families in the Park Ridge area have agreed to receive food items and deliver to the Food Pantry (hours to drop food at 

The Pantry are 10-3, M-F). 

Choose the location most convenient for you.  If you cannot drop off the food, please call the Artrips, and we would be happy to 

pick up your donation.  Each house will have a large, labeled visible bin in which to place your food items. The drop-off locations 

are as follow: 

Naomi and Fred Siebert  
132 W. Kathleen, Des Plaines 

                      Mary and Eric Johnson                         
 1119 S. Home PR 

         Barbara and Bill Scharringhausen      
  19 N. Seminary PR 

                                Paula and Bob Mack                              
740 Forestview PR 

                  Cindy and Tom Klimmeck                   
 316 N. Ashland PR 

                              Laura and Tim Lapp                            
  1 Glenlake PR 

                              Robin and Ed Kopecky                         
 1013 S. Prospect PR 

                             Judy and Mike Artrip                            
715 Vine PR

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

• Macaroni & Cheese 
• Cereal 
• Juice, Juice Boxes, Kool Aid 
• Canned Tuna, Chicken, or Salmon 
• Plain Rice, Rice-A-Roni 
• Canned Fruit, Apple Sauce 
• Crackers 
• Instant Potatoes, Canned White 

Potatoes 
• Peanut Butter, Jelly (18 oz. maximum 

size) 
• Bisquick, Pancake Mix, Syrup 

• Prepared Meals – Canned Pasta Meals, Boxed Meals 
• Desserts – Cake, Cookie, & Brownie Mixes, Jell-O, Pudding, Cookies, 

Frosting 
• Condiments – Ketchup, Mayonnaise, Mustard, Pickles 
• Beverages – Coffee, Tea, Hot Cocoa 
• Cooking Supplies – Flour, Sugar, Oil, Salt, Pepper 
• Cleaning Products – Laundry Soap, Dish Soap 
• Paper Products – Paper Towels, Toilet Paper, Kleenex 
• Storage Products – Tin Foil, Plastic Wrap 
• Personal Hygiene Products – Shampoo, Toothpaste, Bath Soap 

 

Food Pantry Wish List The following is a list of items the 

food pantry is currently most in need of. Please do not 

donate large food service size cans and avoid items in 

glass when possible.  
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Contact Us: 
847-823-3164 
office@parkridgecommunitychurch.org 
parkridgecommunitychurch.org  

Our Staff:   

Rev. Carol Hill, Senior Minister  
Pastor Mollie Foster, Associate Minister  
Teri Biedke, Director of Children’s Ministries 
Sasha Gerritson, Director of Music Ministries   
Shelley O’Brien, Director of Children’s Ministries  
Liz Swanson, Director of Pastoral Services  
Jaclyn Weir, Parish Coordinator 
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