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Dear Members and Friends, 
 
We are thrilled to introduce you to Mollie Foster, the candidate we recommend for PRCC’s next Associate 
Minister.   
 

Since February, our diverse committee has been meeting, talking, listening and praying together in faith that 
the right candidate to serve our youth, and PRCC’s future, will be led to our doorstep.  We can confidently say 
that God has heard us. 
 

Mollie has a strong track record of building vibrant youth programs.  The variety of her experiences 

give her an exciting well to draw from, both in terms of clever ideas but more importantly in terms of how to be 
effective.  Mollie is a community builder, a spiritual leader and a magnet for youth and their families.  We are 
absolutely elated by the conviction that Mollie’s passion, sincerity, skills, and essence will transform our youth 
program into a thriving, growing, and nurturing core part of our community of faith.   
 

As we’ve gotten to know her, Mollie has moved us in different ways:  from inspiring hope as a parent, 

excitement as a youth, and confidence as a minister.  From the forefront of our minds, to the bottom of our 
hearts we stand behind our recommendation, and anticipate you feeling the same. 
 

Our committee followed PRCC’s established search and call process to identify the right candidate 
to join our ministry team.  We posted our job description on twelve job boards, reviewed seventeen qualified 
resumes, read eight rounds of essays, held six video interviews and three in-person interviews.  Throughout the 
six-month process, we intentionally put the voices of our youth front and center.  We held respectful debates 
with each other, balancing experienced PRCC voices against newcomers.  We’re proud of the work we did 
together, bolstered by the collaborative spirit of this strong congregation. 
 

Please join us at either service on Sunday, August 4th to meet Mollie and see for yourself why we’re 

confident that she is the right person to join our church family as an Associate Minister. 
 

We will hold the congregational vote to confirm her appointment immediately following the 10am service 

on Sunday, August 11.   
 

Our committee is open to sharing our insights on this process with you in person, as well.  Please feel free to 
reach out to us directly with any questions or comments prior to the vote. 
 

In joy and faith, 
The Associate Minister Search Committee 
  
Aidan Collins   Amy Stewart   Andrea Goodwin, co-chair 
Carol Hill, Sr. Pastor  Chris Chandler, co-chair Connor Collins 
Jamie Knoblauch  Kendall Battaglia  Laura Sissman, Board chair  
Molly O’Brian   Scott Larson   Susie Hollingsworth 
 

 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 

I can’t wait for Mollie to start and am so excited to see her enthusiastic and intriguing 
personality in our church.  From the video chat and in-person meeting we had with her, I felt a 
very strong connection with Mollie. 
 --- Aidan Collins:  Maine South Sophomore 
  
I would feel comfortable talking to Mollie about anything. 
--- Connor Collins:  Maine South Sophomore 
  
I’d go to any event that Mollie planned and would have no problem bringing my friends to meet 
her.   
--- Molly O’Brien:  Maine South Junior 
 
Finding the right candidate to fit our church and congregation has been a long path and through 
it I found a strong connection and positive gut reaction to Mollie.  Mollie stuck out with her 
personality and her devotion to building a strong community and relationship with our youth, 
congregation and staff. 
--- Kendall Battaglia:  Maine South Senior 

 

  

YOUTH INSIGHTS 

Pictures shown are of former youth groups that Mollie has led 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Mollie was born and raised a Kansas farm girl and tremendously enjoys living in Chicago! She has her Master of 
Divinity from Garrett-Evangelical Theological Seminary in Evanston, IL, and is seeking ordination.  She has a B.A. 
in Liberal Arts and Leadership Studies from Southwestern College in Winfield, Kansas. 

One of Mollie’s many gifts is the ability to grow youth programs.  Prior to entering seminary, Mollie served 

as the full time Director of Youth Ministries at First United Methodist Church in Leavenworth, Kansas from 
2007-2014.  During that time, Mollie focused on creating a vibrant and thriving youth ministry for the 
congregation and community.  Over her years there, the ministry grew from twelve active middle and high 
school students to nearly seventy active students.  She has also served as a Pastoral Resident at First United 
Methodist Church in Evanston developing a Young Adult Ministry. 

Mollie’s well-rounded approach to ministry is grounded in her diverse set of experiences.  She has been an 

AmeriCorps service member working with homeless youth in a transitional housing program, led worship and 
mission work in Pietermaritzburg, South Africa and has served as a Chaplain Intern through the NorthShore 
Health System. 

Mollie has experience in preaching, facilitating adult small groups and studies, leading mission trips and 

retreats, creating a ministry for community members to receive free meals, family events, creating marketing 
and publications for programming, and (of course) fundraising.   

Mollie is a genuine, resourceful, compassionate, and creative pastoral leader.  She loves multi-

generational/diverse congregations and believes it provides ample opportunities for deeper relationships and 
growing in one’s faith.  She is passionate about facilitating opportunities for youth to learn and engage with 
their peers and those of generations who have gone before them.  She believes in the importance of youth to 
identify their gifts and explore ways they can use them for a greater cause in their daily lives and throughout 
the world. 

Mollie enjoys being with good company, coffee, baking pies, traveling, repurposing furniture, and all things 
sports (especially Kansas basketball. Rock Chalk!)  Mollie is passionate about providing a way for others to live 
out the love of Christ and live into their own calling 
to the fullest capacity.  She is excited to serve and 
join Park Ridge Community Church! 

 
 
 
 
 

AN INTRODUCTION TO MOLLIE FOSTER –  

Associate Minister Candidate 



 

Mollie Foster:  Resume 

 
Education 
 
Garrett-Evangelical Theological Seminary, Evanston, 
IL                                      
Masters of Divinity 
08/2014 to 05/2018 
 
Southwestern College, Winfield, 
KS                                                                             
B.A. in Liberal Arts, Minor in Leadership Studies 
08/2001 to 05/2005 
 

Experience 
 
Discipleship Coordinator, Wesley United Methodist Church 
Aurora, IL 
06/2018 - Present 
 
Pastoral Resident, First United Methodist Church 
Evanston, IL 
09/2015-05/2016 
 
Hospital Chaplain Intern, NorthShore University HealthSystem  
Evanston, Illinois 
06/2015-08/2015 
 
Field Education Student Intern 
Wesley Methodist Church & Seth Mokitimi Methodist Seminary  
Pietermaritzburg, South Africa 
& 
Director of Youth Ministries, First United Methodist Church 
Leavenworth, Kansas 
02/2007-08/2014 
 
AmeriCorps, Denver Human Services/Volunteers of America 
Denver, CO 
08/2005-08/2006 
 
Upward Bound, Cowley County Community College 
Kansas City, KS                                              
06/2004-08/2005 
 
 
 
 
 

RESUME  

Mollie is an incredible person, and this is her 
calling.  She will be good with any sized 
youth program but is especially talented 
with growing a program.  Mollie has a knack 
for interpreting ‘deeper’ theological issues 
so that all youth (no matter what age) can 
relate and have fun discussing.  My own 
children, ages 6 and 8, adore Mollie! 
 
--- Rev. Dr. Lisl Heymans Paul 
Mollie’s small group leader for Field Education at 
Garrett-Evangelical Theological Seminary 
 

When our family moved to Kansas, my wife 
and I chose our church based on the strong 
youth program that Mollie was running and 
got to know her when we started 
volunteering.  Mollie is a great administrator 
and staff member.  She is very easy to work 
with:  exceptional with parents and youth of 
all ages and very even tempered.  Without a 
shred of doubt, you could not do better than 
Mollie.  You, and the youth program, will be 
very blessed. 
 
--- John Alexander 
Youth Parent & Volunteer in Leavenworth, KS 
 

Mollie has incredible interpersonal skills and 
sustained loyalty.  She excels in leadership 
and pastoral care, but in no way, shape or 
form is a threat to the senior pastor.  She is 
theologically very astute and has a beautiful 
way of allowing the youth to grow spiritually.  
PRCC would be in great shape with Mollie 
Foster as the Associate Pastor. 
 
--- Rev. Dr. Mark A. Fowler 
Mollie’s professor at Garrett-Evangelical 
Theological Seminary 
 



Greetings Park Ridge Community Church! 

Words cannot express my excitement and gratitude to be the selected candidate for the Associate Minister position!  I 
have already been blown away from the warm hospitality and contagious spirit from the youth and search committee at 
PRCC.  I already feel as if this is “home”.  It has given me a deep sense of the energy flowing from the congregation and a 
desire to be immersed in the greater community.  A congregation who is willing to find a leader to devote this much 
energy and time to people of this age group speaks volumes to me.  It shows that you are truly invested in the church now 
and in the future.  You are invested in ALL people of your community and believe that everyone has a gift to further the 
Kingdom of God.  I am drawn to the excitement that surrounds the congregation and community as you are a diverse in 
faith and united in Christ. 

I have always loved being at church!  I grew up with the understanding that The Church is made up of people who bring 
their gifts to the table.  It is a rich place where community and support can always be found and nurtured.  Throughout 
the years, I hold tight to this young discovery and believe it is my calling to create this sense of community for ALL people, 
especially young people.  I desire to create a space where they can discover who God is and who God is calling them to 
be.   

I believe that God’s love includes everyone!  With our diversity, we are called to 
extend this inclusive--radical love of God and to create a just, hopeful, and peace-
filled society by the example of Christ and in partnership with the Holy Spirit.  I 
believe God is always creating new life in us, through us, and around us. I look 
forward to creating new ministry opportunities with you and joining in the work 
God is already doing through you at PRCC! 

I am eager to meet you all and learn more about you!  It will be an absolute honor 
to serve alongside you!  I cannot wait to jump in!      
 

Peace to you all, 
Mollie Foster  

MEET THE COMMITTEE 

A NOTE FROM MOLLIE 

 



 

THE PARK RIDGE COMMUNITY 
CHURCH NEWSLETTER (cont)  

 
Teamwork makes the Dream Work! 
“I therefore, the prisoner in the Lord, beg you to lead a 
life worthy of the calling to which you have been 
called, with all humility and gentleness, with patience, 
bearing with one another in love, making every effort to 
maintain the unity of the Spirit in the bond of 
peace. There is one body and one Spirit, just as you were 
called to the one hope of your calling, one Lord, one 
faith, one baptism, one God and Father of all, who is 
above all and through all and in all.” Ephesians 4:1-6 
 

Fall is not quite here, but planning has begun!!  As we 
dream and anticipate the ways God will use Park Ridge 
Community Church in a new ministry year, this passage 
keeps coming to mind from Ephesians.  I pray that we 
would be ready to live into the variety of callings that 
each of us has received, bearing with one another in 
love, maintaining unity in God’s Spirit. I am excited about 
the possibility of adding our new Associate Minister 
Candidate Mollie to our team and all the gifts she will 
bring! In addition, we have so many amazing 
committees with so many amazing volunteers.  Each of 
you have gifts and talents beyond compare! Sitting 
together with you and learning about the things you love 
– from knitting to comparing quotes for contractors to 
planting greenery to hanging out with youth to visiting 
our homebound – you’re amazing! God has indeed 
called each of us together to serve our Lord and one 
another!  
 

One of the challenges underlying this passage is an 
inherent sense of competition and comparison. My dad 
is the oldest of four boys, and in that family we are 
always playing games: from tennis to basketball to ping 
pong to golf to Sequence…and everyone plays to WIN! 
We have a hearty dose of competition, and I can feel it 
pulsing through my veins.  Yet, at church, in this 
community, we can allow our competitive urges to 
subside. We are on the same team!! We have one goal! 
One Faith, one God and Holy Parent of all, who is above 
all and through all and in all! What a relief!  
 

We are blessed with such an incredible staff team at 
PRCC. It has been an indescribable joy to get to know 
and work alongside these talented, passionate leaders. 
Our staff team is blessed to get to know and work 
alongside such talented and passionate volunteers, who 
chair and work on all our committees! Each person 
brings their work and their experience, their personality 

and their passion to the table, and God does incredible 
things.  I hope that in this next year of ministry, we will 
continually strive to work towards the same goal. Many 
thanks to all of our Chairs who have already been 
dreaming and planning over the summer so we can start 
the fall with a bang!  
 

I am excited for the ways our Board of Directors, under 
the leadership of Laura Sissman and Thom Goodwin, will 
identify our goals for the year and ensure our calendar 
and budget are in alignment with those goals.  I am 
thankful that our staff will continue to work in concert 
with our committees so that the efforts of each person, 
staff, clergy, and congregation members, will help move 
our entire congregation forward.   
 

We will have some new trainings this fall, particularly 
helping to educate our whole church on making this a 
safe space for children and youth.  The Board approved 
a child protection policy, and now we are all going to 
work at living into it.  Our committees and teams are 
looking at ways to invite more of our church members to 
participate in ministry in new ways! It takes many hands! 
Jaclyn is coordinating our calendars so that events don’t 
overlap, and so we know when there are opportunities 
for us to leverage existing events to make for a church-
wide event!  
 

One of the questions our Faith Development team has 
been asking is one that I think all our ministry areas 
could wrestle with: How is a person who has been a 
member at PRCC different for being here? What do they 
know, how are they engaging with the world, what do 
they assume about church buildings, church people, 
etc.  My hope is that together we will learn, grow, serve, 
and play together, and insodoing our own lives and the 
world will be better for it!  
 

If there are ways I can better serve you and your team, 
please let’s chat! It’s a joy to be on the team with you!  
 

~  Pastor Carol 

 

 



 

WORSHIP 
WORSHIP WITH US IN 
AUGUST  
 

August 4 Movies with a Message:  
Princess Bride 

(Food    Holy Communion 
Collection) Meet Mollie! (after both services) 
  
August 11 Movies with a Message: Incredibles 2 
  ONE Service at 10:00 am 
  Special Congregational Vote 
  
August 18 Tenth Sunday after Pentecost 

8:30 am Rev. Carol Hill preaching 
10:00 am Rev. Dr. Stephen Cady 
preaching 

   
August 25 Eleventh Sunday after Pentecost 
  Backpack Blessing 
  Last Sunday of Summer Sunday School 
 

• Nursery Care is available each Sunday for infants 
through 5 years.  

 

 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
MEET MOLLIE! 
Sunday, August 4th, our Associate Minister candidate Mollie  
Foster will be available after both services to meet you and 
answer questions. 

 

 
 

SAVE THE DATE! 
Join us September 8th for Rally Day featuring the Community 
Big Band and stay after for some Deacon Dogs! 

LIKE US ON FACEBOOK 
Make sure to like us on Facebook, also, we’d love to get more 
new and current reviews!  
STRIKE A POSE! 
We welcome you to take your best red carpet photo in 
Ellinger, send photos to the Church office to post on 
Facebook!  

 

 

Movie                           Wednesday Showing                    Sunday Scripture 
The Princess Bride            July 31 at 7 pm    Aug. 4: Song of Solomon 8:6-7 
Incredibles 2 August 8 @ Prospect Park      Aug. 11: 1 Corinthians  

SPECIAL 

CONGREGATIONAL 

VOTE 
Sunday, August 11th we will gather together for 
one worship service at 10:00 am followed by a 
special congregational vote for our Associate 
Minister Candidate! Our Committee has worked 
tirelessly during this process and is excited to 
present to you their choice. We urge you to join 
us for this very important day in the life of our 
congregation. Please note that only current 
members are allowed to participate in the vote.  
 



OUR PRAYER 
MINISTRY  

It is a privilege to pray for each other.  As the seasons changes 

and new routines begin, we pray for safety for all those with 

end of summer travels as well as the return of children to 

school and all the newness that brings for teachers, students, 

parents and all those who love them. 

Continue to include in your prayers all those on our prayer ministry 
list: Martha Bridges, Erika Cornelisen, Kylie Figgins, Jon Forsythe, 
Edith E. Hurlburt, Tom Kapolnek, Candace Kidston, Walter and 
Christina Kotecki, Geri LeDuc, Jim Lego, Lurana Nelson, Leo Netko, 
Greg McDonough, Dean Muenzer, Pauline Numrych, Susan Ruth, 
Ann Stutts, Ginny Sutton, Kathleen Weller, Joyce Wright, Bill 
Zoellner, Kate Zoellner. 
 
We also keep in our prayers the following July requests: 

Life in the Resurrection  
- Beth Parsch asks for prayers for the family of Scott Nelson, a 
childhood friend of her son who just lost his battle to cancer at 
54.   
- We pray for Larry Adams and his family as they grieve the 
loss of his mother Annette. 
- Please keep the family and friends of Rett Evans in prayer as 
Rett passed unexpectedly in surgery on 7/15. 
- Bob Krahl asked for prayers for the friends and family of his 
longtime friend Garland who passed away recently. 

Healing and Recovery 
- Caroline Dase and her family are celebrating the fact that 
Caroline’s cancer is in remission. That is really good news. 
- Charlie Giera’s friend Kim had successful hip replacement 
surgery. 
- Laura Sissman’s two co-workers, Mary and Karen, are both 
fighting cancer. 
- Ginny Feurer asks for prayers for her friend Mary Ann who is 
battling cancer and the side effects of chemo treatment. 
- Please pray for the people in California in fear and suffering 
from recent earthquake circumstances. 
- Please pray for Bill William's mother who has been 
hospitalized. 
- Laura Sissman asks for prayer for two friends, Kathleen and 
Arleen, both awaiting results from biopsies.  
- Please continue to pray for strength and improved health for 
Jim who is has been hospitalized for a number of weeks. 

Travel 
-We pray for Devon Williams who will be traveling in Eastern 
Europe on her own this summer. 
-Please keep Brendan, Kate and their friends in your prayers 
for safe travels as they leave for Europe this week. 

 

Birthdays/Anniversaries 
- Luan and Bill Zoellner are celebrating their 50th wedding 
anniversary! 
- Both Lauren Kleingers and Pastor Carol celebrated birthdays 
at the end of June.  
- Susan and Dave Douglass are celebrating their 45th wedding 
anniversary – and, the arrival of their new grandchild Juniper 
Ruth Douglass, parents are Dave and Emilie Douglass. 
- Sandy Bowen is grateful for all the birthday wishes and for 
having her sister Rosella in worship with us today. 
- Angie & Andrew Weber mark their 21st wedding anniversary 
this week! 
- It is a joy to celebrate Sasha's birthday last week and her 
return from working two weeks in Italy 
- Happy 11th birthday to Alana Goodwin! 

Joys 
- It was a joy to have Luan & Bill Zoellner's daughter Emily and 
granddaughter Ada in worship on July 7th.  
- We pray for all those participating in the mission trip, for the 
work and transformation that comes from putting faith into 
action. 
- Judy Hedberg is grateful for for her PRCC family's support as 
she adjust to moving to a new home. 
- Sharon Kemerer shared the joy of good medical results for 
her friend Marcia who has been on our prayer list. 
- The Klimmeck family is joyfully anticipating the wedding of 
Pat and Colleen in 4 weeks. 
- Katie Reboletti asks for prayers for all the work and service 
done by the Stephen Ministers and for their care receivers. 

Thank You 
Dear Friends,  

Thank you very much for the well wishes, cards, phone calls, 
visits and prayers, I miss PRCC, the worship services, choir and 
especially all of you. Hope to visit soon.  

Thank you, Judy Hedberg  

 

 
 

 



STEPHEN 
MINISTRY 
MESSAGE 
When Jesus saw her weeping, and the Jews who came with 
her also weeping, he was greatly disturbed in spirit and 
deeply moved. He said, "Where have you laid him?" They said 
to him, "Lord, come and see." Jesus began to weep. 
 John 11: 33-35 (NSRV)  

 

 Not all that long ago, a friend of mine went on a “special” 
anniversary trip with her husband. The vacation included lots 
of opportunities for candle-lit dinners, romantic sunsets, and – 
well, you get the picture. But nothing seemed to go as 
planned; her husband did not seem to enjoy much of the trip, 
had been increasingly withdrawn, and was asleep hours 
before said sunsets most nights. By the time they got home, 
my friend was disappointed, feeling a bit lost, and more than a 
little hurt. She wanted to know why he had been so distant 
and sullen.  Her husband finally admitted that he hadn’t felt 
well the entire time. She said, “Why didn’t you just tell me 
that?”  He said, “I didn’t want to spoil your trip.”   

 There is a good chance that whether or not you found 
that story funny depends on whether you are a man or a 
woman.  

 Which leads me to this: a special Stephen Ministry 
message for all you men. (Well, its mostly for men, and just a 
little for the women who love them.)  

 I’m going to share a few things Stephen Ministers have 
learned about you guys. Since all five Stephen Leaders 
currently are women, the knowledge base comes from the 
dozen or so male Stephen Ministers who have gone through 
training, shared their hopes and fears with other Stephen 
Ministers, participated in Supervision sessions, and worked 
with male care receivers. 

 It will come as no surprise that many men struggle to 
communicate – but not all. Some of our male care receivers 
are very open and honest about their feelings. But most are 
uncomfortable showing emotion, and usually require the 
establishment of a trusting relationship before they are able 
to share them. One Stephen Minister describes the process as 
slowly peeling an onion. 

  Ron Edmondson, Senior Pastor at Immanuel Baptist 
Church in Lexington, Kentucky, writes an interesting blog. 
Although much of what he says is anecdotal and arguable, he 
does make some interesting observations in “Five Tips for 

Communicating with Men.” He says that his experience is that 
when men feel they will be respected regardless of the 
emotions displayed, it is more likely that the true emotions 
will be seen. 

 Men typically will put up a "no big deal" attitude with 
their problems and issues, even when it IS a big deal to them. 
Grief, for example, is difficult for many men. In The Way Men 
Heal by Tom Golden, he talks about the way society reinforces 
the stoic ideal of manhood: “real men don’t cry.” He says men 
do cry, of course, but almost never in front of other men, and 
rarely even with women they trust. 

  Last time I checked, Jesus was a man. After stoically 
traveling to Bethany, Jesus is confronted with the death of a 
dear friend, Lazarus, and the grief of his loved ones.  In the 
King James version of the Bible, John 11:35 says “Jesus wept.” 
(The NSRV has it as “Jesus began to weep.”) No matter how 
you translate it, Jesus cries in front of a whole lot of men, and 
a handful of women. The shortest verse in the Bible is one of 
the most powerful;  Jesus gives all men permission to openly 
express emotions.   

 So what can you guys expect from a relationship with a 
Stephen Minister? A former care receiver gave his Stephen 
Minister permission to share what he had learned, and I am 
sharing some of it with you. 

... I've really learned about (is) the power of friendship 
and choice and above all listening. I've learned we all 
have the answers within but some times we don't 
know what the questions are. I've learned it is okay to 
cry when it hurts. I've learned you have to take care of 
yourself before you are able to be there for anyone 
else. I've learned I can't fix everything. I've learned I 
care much more deeply than I ever imagined. I've 
learned about choices and consequences. I've learned 
just how blessed I truly am to have my friends and 
family. I've learned the difference between 
understanding and appreciating. I've learned that 
anything unconditional is the best.   

 Gentlemen, the Stephen Ministry program can’t 
guarantee that you will learn all of these things, or even any of 
them. But we can promise we will take however much time is 
necessary to earn your trust. We can assure you a 
confidential, supportive relationship that will respect 
whatever emotions you feel conformable sharing. We can give 
you a listening ear, as well as a helping hand, or a bro hug, 
whichever you prefer.  

 So contact Pastor Carol (847-823-3164), Ginny Feurer 
(847-840-7082), or any current or former Stephen Minister 
(Brian Fergus, John Hurd, Dave Kapolnek, Tim Lapp, Bruce 
Nelson, Keith Reboletti, and Dave Swanson to name a few) to 
talk about how the program could benefit you, and/or  the 
very special role you might play as a male Stephen Minister. 



SUMMER 

NEWS 
PRCC GOLF OUTING 
The Park Ridge Community Church Golf 
Outing will be Sunday, September 29th, 1:00 
pm shotgun start with a scramble format. 
Dinner will be held after, those not golfing 
welcome to attend!  

Golfers - $125 (includes 18 holes, cart rental, and attendant) 

Dinner Only - $35/person 

Registration coming soon!  

KINDRED SPIRITS CAFÉ  

All are welcome to join us on Tuesday’s for lunch in Jordan 

Hall.  We gather about noon time, so bring your sack lunch 

and we will provide a delicious dessert and beverages.  The 

summer is low key and relaxed. If you need more information 

or have questions, please call Liz Swanson. 

8/6 Celebrate the August birthdays and learn about the 
Associate Minister candidate 

8/13 Conversation & Catch up with Pastor Carol 

8/20 Book Reviews 

8/27 Bingo Day 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

KNITTING KNIGHTS  
Come in out of the heat on Monday, August 19th at 7:00 pm to 

Liz Swanson’s house.  We will kick off our fall projects with a 

cool evening of knitting, 

conversation and planning.  Our 

projects include: 

- Pumpkins – all shapes and 

sizes for college care packages 

and the patch. 

- Red Hats & Scarves – red baby 

hats and red scarves needed. 

- Spirit of Christmas 11/20 – scarves, mittens, hats and holiday 

goodies. 

- Hats for the Homeless – hats of all sizes and types for those 

in need. 

If you are looking for yarn or patterns for any of the above, 

please see Liz Swanson. 

MARK YOUR CALENDAR!!! 
Stephen and Emily Cady are coming to Park Ridge! 

On Thursday, August 15th we will welcome them at an Open 
House in the Great Hall from 5-7:30 pm. RSVP's are requested, 
please either call the office or respond to the Evite that was 
sent.  Light refreshments will be served.  

Rev. Dr. Stephen Cady will also be our guest speaker at the 10 
am service on Sunday, August 18th. 

CIRCLE 10 NEWS 
Save the Date 

On Wednesday, November 20th, Circle 10 will host the ever-

popular Spirit of Christmas event at the Park Ridge Country 

Club. 

Women of all ages are invited to enjoy a delicious dinner and 
an evening of fun and friendship! There will also be time to 
kick off your holiday shopping with a variety of vendors. We 
hope you can attend. Additional details will be coming in the 
next few months.    

 

 

 

https://www.evite.com/event/001CRVZ3WVN36IWAEEPJTECV4RSBBQ/rsvp?utm_campaign=send_sharable_link&utm_medium=sharable_invite&utm_source=NA


MEMBERSHIP 

NEWS 
MEMBERSHIP SUNDAY  
Looking forward to our next Membership Sunday on 

September 29th! If you are a current member, encourage 

non-members you meet to consider joining. If you are a not a 

member, we’d love to talk to you about becoming one! 

Contact the office, Sue Douglass, or Sara Born for more 

information.  

NAME TAGS 
If you're attending the 8:30 am garden service in the summer, 
please feel free to grab your name tag and take it home with 
you so you have it to wear outdoors on Sundays.  
 

COFFEE HOUR  
Now that the garden service has begun our coffee hour 
fellowship will be on hiatus. There will always be coffee 
downstairs in Jordan Hall but there will not be coffee hour 
hosts providing treats each week. If you're attending the 10 
am service and staying for coffee hour, please feel free to 
bring something to share. Coffee Hour will resume weekly 
following Rally Day in September.  
 

MEMBERSHIP DIRECTORY 
ONLINE 
You can access the online membership directory by going to 
https://members.instantchurchdirectory.com/. Check in with 
Jaclyn if you are unsure which email address to use or would 
like some help logging on.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
There are many people who volunteer their time to our 
church and we are so grateful for each and every one of them. 
Our Volunteer Spotlight is a way of saying thank you to them 
and also letting members and newcomers know what our 
"generous stewards of God's gifts" are doing here at PRCC.  
"Each of you should use whatever gift you have received to 
serve others, as faithful stewards of God's grace in its various 
forms." Peter 
4:10 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Aimee and Scott Collins are recognized this month in the 
Volunteer Spotlight.  
This month Aimee and Scott Collins are in the spotlight as 
faithful and generous volunteers of their time. Aimee and 
Scott have been serving in many areas at PRCC.  
Currently, Scott is one of nine trustees that oversee the care 
and maintenance of our church building and grounds as well 
as that of the carriage house property. Scott is in the third 
year of his second term serving as a trustee so he’ll likely be 
taking a break after this year. 
Aimee is one of our dedicated Deacons; serving Communion 
monthly, hosting Rally Sunday lunch, assisting with baptisms, 
to name a few of the Deacon duties. Aimee has also been a 
member of the Youth Committee and this year she has 
volunteered to serve as co-chair of the Youth Committee. We 
are grateful for her willingness to help in this ministry.   
You’ve probably seen Aimee and Scott and their three 
children, Connor, Aidan and Katie helping out at the pumpkin 
patch, Pasta Divine and other church events.  
Connor and Aidan are members of the PRCC Youth Group and 
have attended a youth mission trip. They both are currently 
serving on the Associate Minister Search Committee.  
All three of the Collins children have been in the Christmas 
Pageant over the years and Katie has recently has the part of 
the Angel Gabriel. 
We are so thankful to Aimee and Scott and their children for 
sharing their time and talent to enrich our congregation life.  
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OUTREACH 
NEWS 

 

MAINE TOWNSHIP FOOD 
PANTRY 
Food Pantry donations are always needed, especially in the 
summer months when donations start to dwindle. Be inspired 
to share your bounty through the summer by dropping off 
non-perishable items in the cart in the Park Place Room!  
 

LINCOLN PARK 
COMMUNITY SHELTER 
Assistance is needed for Thursday, August 1st’s dinner at 
Lincoln Park Community Services.  This will be the first time for 
us to serve at their brand-new facility at 1521 Sedgwick. 

We will be cooking at 2:00 pm in the church kitchen and then 
mserving at 7:00 pm. We plan to leave church at 5:30 pm and 
return before 9:00 pm.  If you'd like to be a part of this 
worthwhile ministry, please either sign up on the Outreach 
Bulletin Board or contact Luan Zoellner 
(lzoellner@ameritech.net). 

MARYVILLE BACKPACK 
COLLECTION 
Take advantage of those Back to School sales and purchase 
quality backpacks for refugees in need at Maryville Academy! 
*   These children arrive at Maryville with just the clothes on 
their back -- they receive donations of clothes and toiletries, 
but have nothing to keep them in.  This is where you can help!   
You can provide these children with a brand-new backpack to 
hold their meager belongings. We have collected over 40 
backpacks….but need at least 100.  More good quality 
backpacks with padded backs are needed.  (Costco has these 
backpacks on sale now.)   Please drop of your backpack(s) in 
the Park Place room through August 26.  On that date we will 
bless the backpacks at the 10:00am service. Thank you for 
helping these children! *Maryville Academy provides 
temporary shelter care and other child welfare services for 
immigrant children primarily from Central America. It is a 
federal program of the Office of Refugee Resettlement. The 
majority of children are between the ages of 13 and 17 and 
have arrived at the border unaccompanied by an adult. 
Maryville provides shelter for roughly 600 children a year. 

YOUTH NEWS 
SIX FLAGS 
Wednesday, July 31st 9:30am-5pm 
In order to reschedule the previous trip that was cancelled 
due to weather and schedules AND to meet up with some of 
our new friends from the mission trip, the Youth trip to Magic 
Waters has been changed to Six Flags! We will meet at church 
at 9:30 am and return at 5 pm. Students should come with 
money for their ticket (and that can include Hurricane Harbor 
too), lunch and snacks. Single Day tickets are $39.99 but Six 
Flags Season Pass members receive a discount, so be sure to 
bring your pass if you have one. This event is open to all 6th-
12th graders and friends are always welcome! You must RSVP 
to Kate/Darcy at youth@parkridgecommunitychurch.org by 
Sunday, June 28th if you plan to attend. 

BACK TO SCHOOL BON FIRE 
Wednesday, August 7th 7pm-9pm 
Come have a little SMORE fun before heading back to school. 
Join us for an evening of fun, music, games, and smores. 
Smores and water will be provided. Bring your lawn chair or 
blanket to sit on. This event is open to all 6th-12th grade 
students. As always, friends are welcome! RSVP here: 

http://evite.me/UFch4Ukmnj    

TUESDAY TEA 
August 6th will be our last Tea with Kate and Darcy. Join them 
at TeaLula’s at 10:00 am.  
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SUNDAY 
SCHOOL 

  NEWS 
SUMMER SUNDAY SCHOOL  
Join us for Summer Sunday School (all kids preK-3rd grade, plus 
older children and youth helping), with short lessons and 
activities during 10 am worship through Aug. 25 (except July 
28, to enjoy the Mission Trip Team messages). Adult 
volunteers are needed: 
sundayschool@parkridgecommunitychurch.org to sign up for 
a week or two. 
Nursery care is available each Sunday 8:30-11:15 am for 
infants through 5 years of age on the lower level, next to 
Jordan Hall. 
 

Would you like to help with 2019-20 Sunday school classes?  
We can always use loving adult and youth teachers and 
assistants—no experience needed! Lesson plans and supplies 
are provided. Please prayerfully consider this opportunity to 
help guide the children of PRCC on their spiritual paths.  

Anyone expecting to be involved with children or youth should 
attend an evening meeting Wed. August 28 for team-building, 

teacher preparation, and child-protection training. 
Contact Teri or Shelley, 
sundayschool@parkridgecommunitychurch.org with questions 
or to sign up. 
 

UPCOMING! 

July 28: no Sunday school; remain in worship for Mission Trip 
Team messages 
August 4, 11, 18 & 25: Summer Sunday School during 10 am 
worship 
Wed. August 28: child protection & preparation meeting for all 
Sunday school teachers & assistants  
September 1: no Sunday school (Labor Day weekend) - nursery 
open 
September 8: Rally Day! Sunday school open house & 
registration 9:15-10 am 
September 15: Sunday school begins during 10am worship  
(begin in the Sanctuary) 
 

Save the date for Rally Sunday, September 8!  
 

 
 
9:15 am: Sunday School registration and Open House 
10 am: one worship service, with Jazz Community Big Band 
11:15 am: outdoor lunch and celebration (with Deacon Dogs!) 
  
Regular Sunday School resumes September 15.  
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JUNE/ JULY 

SNAPSHOTS 

 

  

June Senior Ice Cream Social 

June Senior Ice Cream Social 

Monday morning Bible Study summer lunch meet-up 

July 7th worship – Deacon testimony 

Youth Mission Tip 



 

100 S. Courtland Ave 
Park Ridge, IL 60068 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Contact Us: 
847-823-3164 
office@parkridgecommunitychurch.org 
parkridgecommunitychurch.org  

Our Staff:   

Rev. Carol Hill, Senior Minister   
Teri Biedke, Director of Children’s Ministries 
Sue Douglass, Interim Organist  
Sasha Gerritson, Director of Music Ministries   
Kate Joyce, Youth Group Co-Facilitator  
Darcy LeDuc, Youth Group Co-Facilitator         
Shelly O’Brien, Director of Children’s Ministries  
Liz Swanson, Director of Pastoral Services  
Jaclyn Weir, Parish Coordinator 
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SAVE THE DATES 
Meet Mollie – August 4, 2019 at both services 

Congregational Vote – August 11, 2019 10:00 am service only 

Rally Day – September 8, 2019 
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