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How good and pleasant it is 

    when God’s people live together in unity! 
Psalm 133:1 (NIV) 

 
When all of the research about the ways the novel 
coronavirus spreads was being released, church leaders 
everywhere were frantically reading and re-reading. 
Perhaps the most discouraging studies were those which 
demonstrated how quickly the virus spread through 
singing, even over large distances, even while people 
wore masks. HOW CAN WE KEEP FROM SINGING!? We 
have found some ways to safely have Angie, Andrew, 
and Sasha sing in our outdoor service, but we continue 
to refrain from congregational singing…except that you 
can sing your hearts out at home! Using our YouTube 
services, other favorite musicians’ videos, and good ole 
cds and radio provide opportunities for us to lift our 
voices while we are in our own space!  
 
Over the next year, each of our sermon series is rooted 
in a song of faith. We learn scripture by singing it. We 
learn about God by uttering verses that have power – 
“Amazing grace, how sweet the sound that saved a 
wretch like me.” As we sing, we pray, we profess an 
enduring faith in God, and we find God healing our souls.  
It’s powerful! So, even if we cannot sing together in the 
same space, we CAN lift our voices separately. Our hope 
is that the songs of faith will help to unite us even when 
we are apart.   
 
To say that the pandemic has been a challenge is an 
understatement.  If we’ve been paying attention, we 
know that many communities have had a much harder 
time than many of us.  For some of us, our companies 
have accommodated working from home. For some of 
us, our offices allowed for a private and safe work space. 
For some, we have been retired and had groceries 
delivered by drivers, known and unknown.  We have 

watched in awe as doctors and nurses have cared for the 
sick, and we’ve been somewhat amazed by some loved 
ones’ recovery from covid.  Then, there are other 
stories, when loved ones haven’t recovered, when 
funerals have been delayed, when visits haven’t been 
possible in life’s last moments.  Many of us have 
struggled with waves of depression and loneliness. Some 
of us haven’t been able to leave our homes since March.  
Many have found ways to worship online, but even the 
well-produced worship services leave a bittersweet taste 
as we know all too well the power of gathering IN 
PERSON with our church family. And, we know there is 
more waiting to come.  It is likely that when the weather 
turns, we have neither outdoor nor indoor services, and 
we will join online.  
 
BUT… God is still moving.  The Almighty One who 
created the dolphins and the butterflies has created US 
into a community – a diverse body, with shared 
commitments to Christ, to serving others in the world, to 
growing together, to learning, and to playing!  The 
“how” gets complicated when we can’t do it together, 
and yet…with God, all things are possible!  
 
So, this Fall, as we Rally Together on Rally Day, Sept. 13, 
there will be ways to worship, play, serve, and grow! Our 
Children’s Sunday School classes will resume virtually for 
lessons! Our Social Justice Team will lead a movie 
discussion virtually for adults! Our Youth will enjoy an 
Outdoor, socially-distant movie night! Programs will 
launch, like a Do-It-Yourself (DIY) Bible Study and 
Kindred Connections!  And, there’s even rumor of a hot-
dog contest…grill at your house and send in your 
pictures! (Deacon Dogs with a spin!)  
 
This Community that is Park Ridge Community Church is 
a blessed, thriving, joy-filled, spiritual, vibrant 
community! We love one another fiercely! We love God 
passionately! No virus, no distance, no difference of 
views…can begin to tarnish that!  We choose to stay 
united in faith, united by our hearts! “Blessed be the tie 
that binds our hearts in Christian love, the fellowship of 
kindred hearts is like to that above!” When our hearts 
join together, they reflect the love of our God! When we 
choose to embrace one another (virtually, of course), we 
choose relationships of authenticity, honesty, patience, 
presence, care, vulnerability, and sacrifice.  These 
relationships are amazing! They are Godly! They are 
what makes US a community!  
 
This year will have its challenges, but I’m glad we will 
face them together with you! God Bless each of you! 

Pastor Carol 



WORSHIP 

JOIN US FOR WORSHIP 
ONLINE AND IN-PERSON 
 

September 6 Labor Day: “Temperature Check” 
Holy Communion  

 Blest be the Tie that Binds: Choosing Community 
 

September 13 Rally Day: “Rallying Community”  
Bible Day 

 Blest be the Tie that Binds: Choosing Community 
 

September 20 Multi-Generational Sunday:  

“Honoring Difference” 
Pastor Mollie preaching  
Blest be the Tie that Binds: Choosing Community  

 
September 27 Stephen Ministry Commissioning: 

“Speaking the Truth” 
Blest be the Tie that Binds: Choosing Community 
 

 
 

SEPTEMBER GARDEN 
WORSHIP 
Garden Worship will continue through the end of September. 
We are still highly encouraging you to sign up ahead of time, 
sign ups can be found HERE. In the event of bad weather, the 
8:30 am service will be cancelled and the 10 am service will be 
moved inside. Please remember to wear your mask, maintain 
at least 6 ft between you and your neighbor, and bring your 
own chair or blanket.  A livestream of service will still be 
available as well as a recorded Worship Video. 
 

COMMUNION IN WORSHIP 
We will continue to celebrate the sacrament of Communion 
each month on the first Sunday.  For those who attend an in-
person worship experience, individual servings of wafers and 
juice are provided.  However, if you prefer to bring your own 
bread and juice from home, you are welcome to do so.  For 
those joining in worship online, we hope you will gather your 
bread and juice prior to service.  If you need a cup and wafer, 
let the office know, and we will arrange for a delivery or time 
for you to pick up your elements at the Park Place door.  
How Does it work? We believe that through the Words of 
Institution, God’s Holy Spirit transforms ordinary items (bread 
and juice) into a tangible means of God’s grace.  This 

transformation in the Protestant tradition is not a literal 
transformation into the flesh and blood of Jesus, but rather 
symbols of his sacrificial, endless love.  As we eat and drink 
together, the grace of God fills our bodies and souls.  We 
believe that God’s transformative grace is not reliant on being 
physically together, nor on eating of the same exact loaf. God 
transcends time and space and unites us by this shared meal! 
 

CURRENT OFFICE HOURS 
Pastor Carol and Pastor Mollie are available for 
meetings/prayer time by appointment only at this time. Once 
school resumes, Pastor Carol will only be available for phone 
or in-person meetings after 3 pm as she oversees the remote 
education components. The Church Office is open Friday 
mornings, please call if you would like to stop by so that 
individuals are not all present at the same time. The Medical 
Lending Closet is open Monday, Wednesday, and Friday from 
9:30 am to noon.  Thank you for your understanding as 
schedules continue to shift.  

 
KINDRED CONNECTIONS 
In order to facilitate connections throughout our 
congregation, we are going to create new "Kindred 
Connections" with between 10-15 people of multiple 
generation with some couples and some individuals. Each 
Kindred Connection will have a facilitator who will keep each 
individual in their prayers. Each person in the group is invited 
to pray for their group, check in occasionally, and choose to 
participate or not in periodic zooms, phone calls, card 
campaigns, etc. Using our Kindred Connections, we hope that 
even as we continue our remote church experience, all people 
of all ages will feel connected to one another and to 
God.  YOU MUST SIGN UP. We want you to choose to 
participate. Simply fill out the online form OR call OR email the 
church office. Kindred Connection groups will be filled and 
you'll know your group starting on Rally Day, Sept. 13! Sign up 
here: https://forms.gle/KUL5H7CQ1j8RUT1UA.  
 

 

   

https://www.parkridgecommunitychurch.org/sunday-worship
about:blank


 

2020 CONFIRMANDS 
Confirmation is an important part of our youth educational program. While many persons are baptized as 
infants, Confirmation is a time when young people can choose for themselves to say “YES” to being a Christian, a 
church member, and a person of faith.  Through class meetings, field trips, movies, Bible Study and discussions, 
students engage in learning about the history of the church, spiritual practices, membership in the church, and 
what being a Christian means. The Confirmation program is led by Pastor Mollie Foster, along with teaching 
support from Siri Nelson, Bob Mack, Jim Pantazi, and Pastor Carol Hill.  This past year, students were also 
matched with a Mentor to help engage is additional conversation. Our Confirmation mentors were Sandy 
Bowen, Paula Mack, Bob Mack, Siri Nelson, and Jim Pantazi.  Upon their Confirmation, each student receives 
their Confirmation Bible, which they have used throughout their classes, as well as a handmade cross tatted by 
Jane Moody and a stoll made by Ann Swindell. While Confirmation celebrates the culmination of one part of the 
journey in faith, we celebrate that the journey isn’t over! These remarkable young people are only beginning to 
make their mark on the world and in our church!  

 
 
 
 

 



OUR PRAYER 
MINISTRY  
Prayer and Christian Community is a Tie that Binds.  
We are a community that faithfully and loving holds 
each other in ardent pray sharing our fears, our 
hopes, our aims are one, our comforts and our 
cares.  Please hold each loved one in your personal 
prayers: 
Continue to include in your prayers all those on our prayer ministry 
list: Heather Cannon, Erika Cornelisen, Kylie Figgins, Jon Forsythe, 
Troy Gilbert, Edith E. Hurlburt, Tom Kapolnek, Candace Kidston, 
Walter and Christina Kotecki, Geri LeDuc, Lurana Nelson, Leo 
Netko, Dean Muenzer, Reggie Pantazi, Susan Ruth, Ann Stutts, 
Kathleen Weller, Joyce Wright, Bill Zoellner, Kate Zoellner. 
We also keep in our prayers the following July/August requests: 

Life in the Resurrection  
- Please pray for Sue Cocagne’s family as they grieve the loss 

of her Aunt Mayme Francis. We have been praying for Sue's 
mother Gloria who is doing better but now missing her last 
remaining sibling. 
- Dorothy Lehman had two people in her life pass away in July, 
her friend Steven from the exercise class and nephew Richie 
only 39. 
- Axl Turner, whom we had been praying for entered Life in 
the Resurrection on August 6th, he was 3.  
- Liz Swanson asks that you pray for her family as they grieve 
the loss of Dave's Aunt Helen. Aunt Helen celebrated her 90th 
birthday on 6/27 and passed away 8 days later. 
- Jaclyn Weir’s friend Troy entered Life in the Resurrection this 

month. Please keep him and his husband Joe in your prayers.  
- Please hold Liz & Dave Swanson's friends Bob and Mary 

Clauss in your prayers as they grieve the loss of Bob's dad who 
entered life in the resurrection 7/30. 
- Barb Madro would like us to pray for friends and family of 
her neighbor Edythe, who entered life in the resurrection on 
8/1. 
- We pray for the family and friends of Shirley Huening, Steve  
Huening and Sharon Solomon’s mother who passed away 
peacefully in her home yesterday. 
- Pray for a friend of Tim and Sally Mauery’s, Nancy, whose 21 
year old son died this week. Prayers for his siblings, family, and 
friends. 
- Our prayers for the family and friends of Earlene Beile, 
member of PRCC for over 50 years. Earlene entered life in the 
Resurrection on August 7, and the family are tentatively 
planning a memorial service at PRCC next summer. 
Healing and Recovery 
- Caroline Dase asks for prayers with chronic health issues and 

discernment as she meets with doctors this week to explore 
kidney transplant options. 
- Wendy Hayes had skin cancer removed from her nose and 

asked for prayers. 
- Marty McHugh now at Glenbrook Terrace recovering from a 
stroke.  
- Rachel Lapp was diagnosed with COVID-19. Please pray that 
her symptoms continue to be mild and that she can return to 
her normal routine soon. 
- Our prayers continue for 2-year-old Carson who completed 
surgery last week and her sixth round of chemo treatment. 
We pray for Carson, her family, her medical staff as they care 
for her and all those who love her. 
- Tricia Williams asks for prayers for her friend Kim has been 
diagnosed with Hodgkin’s Lymphoma and will be starting 
chemotherapy on July 16th. Prayers for her, her husband and 
2 young daughters as well as for her medical team are 
appreciated. 
- Charlie Giera asks for prayers for his friend Kathy as she faces 
foot surgery later this month. 
- Gail Benedetto let us know how grateful her sister in law 
Angela was for our prayers and that her surgery was 
successful but asks for continued prayer as Angela faces the 
prospect of having to go through chemo therapy to fight 
cancer cells. 
- We hold Jon, Karen Nelson's nephew in prayers as his 
struggle with metastatic melanoma continue. He has 
upcoming tests and evaluations with the surgery to follow in a 
few weeks. 
- Please pray for Cindy HIbbard, Sarah's mom and the whole 

family as Cindy faces a diagnosis of ALS. 
- We are grateful that baby Naomi is now home! The family is 
very appreciative of our ongoing prayers for her growth and 
development. 
- Please keep Sue Carroll’s in your prayers as she is having 
complications after her last surgery and was re-admitted to 
the hospital. 
- Jackie Tilles asks for prayers for her cousin Jane who was 
admitted to the hospital with a leg infection and tested 
positive for Covid 19. Jane is improving but please continue to 
hold her in your prayers. 
- Bernice Zabawski asks us to pray for her neighbor and friend, 
Aziz, who has gone through an especially difficult time. 
- Katie Reboletti asks for prayers for her friend Marge 
undergoing treatment for leukemia. 
- Sue Cocagne asks for continued prayers for her mom Gloria 
who lives in Florida and who's health is declining. 
- It is. a joy to celebrate with Beth Parsch that she has found 
relief from her pain and is feeling better each day 
- Siri Nelson asks for prayer for her friend Jennifer facing 
surgery after medical complications from the birth of her son. 
 
- Doris Sikorsky asks that we pray for her lifelong friend Jane, 
who is suffering with a number of health challenges and 
seeking proper care. 
- Dave & Gretchen Kapolnek request prayers for their sister in 
law Bonnie who has a non-cancerous growth in her brain. 
Please pray for her peace of mind and stability as her situation 
is monitored. 
- Dave & Gretchen Kapolnek also ask for prayers for their 
nephew, John who has Non-Hodgkin’s lymphoma. The cancer 



has taken an aggressive turn and his treatments will now have 
to be equally aggressive. 
- Ginny Feurer's friend Doug has asked us to include his 
daughter Marnie in our prayers. Please pray for Marnie, her 
family and medical team as she faces a life-threatening illness.  
- We celebrate that Paul Rauch is home and doing well after 
his surgical procedure and we pray for his continued healing. 
- John Sasser asked for prayers for the family of Madeline 
Nelson, Ann and Hank and all of their neighbors living in Texas, 
nearby or across the border, as they cope with the effects of 
the pandemic and the hurricane. 
- Lois Zitoli asks for prayers for a family member who's biopsy 
came back as cancerous this week. 
- Please pray for Barb Zuegel as she prepares for and faces 
outpatient surgery this Wednesday. 
- We pray for the good friend of Bernice Zabawski's daughter, 
Mike, who has multiple cancer tumors in the brain, and a poor 
prognosis. 
- Kathy Berry asks for prayers for her brother, Mike who is 
battling an aggressive form of prostate cancer. 
- Please continue to hold Judy Hedberg in your prayers for 
pain to lessen, improved mobility and much needed rest and 
peace as she moves into skilled nursing care. 
- Please pray for Peter Muenzer who is diagnosed with Covid 
19 and is isolated from friends and family. 
- Sandy Bowen asks for us to pray for her daughter-in-law. 
Becky, a nurse who tested positive this week for covid and will 
be Isolating at home for 10 days. 
- Wellington Da Silva asks for prayers for his father struggling 
with Covid. 
- Nancy Skoog requests prayers for her brother in law George 
who has suffered many health issues and now is facing 
prostate cancer. 
- Ginny Feurer asks us to pray for her friend Ralph who was 
just diagnosed with colon cancer and had surgery on the 7th. 
- Please pray for Bernice and Elaine Zabawski's friend who 
went to the hospital on Friday as she faces possible surgery. 
They are asking for prayers for a good outcome and complete 
recovery. 
- Bernice Zabawski asks for prayers for her friend Jim who 
received a pacemaker this week, and his wife Jan as she cares 
for him and their friend Christine. 
- Prayers for Judy Artrip whose back surgery went well, but is 
now experiencing significant pain in her knees. 
 
- Pray for Char Kenzel who has had a fall and is in rehab.  
- We celebrate the progress Ginny Feurer's friend's Doug's 
daughter Marnie has made, but pray as she continues to 
receive treatment/care. 

Birthdays/Anniversaries/Retirement/Graduation 
- Happy Birthdays to Meg Thomas Cary, Chris Chandler, Sasha 
Gerritson, Nancy Skoog, Scott Nelson and Char Kenzel, Ginny 
Feurer’s friend Marge turned 101 in July, Sandy Bowen on the 
Fourth of July, John Born, Ginny Jacobson, Drake, Josh, Laura, 
Claire, Mark Biedke, Leah Donahue, Danielle Soldat, Brian 
Keady, Genevieve O’Shea, Shea Walters, Amanda Hill, and 
Robin Kopecky, Bill Cocange, Jay Crowley, Karen Nelso, 
Danielle Steele, Emma Jozwiak, Liz Swanson, Chloe Sanderson, 
Theo Hulting, Mary Hannon, Carrie Plach, Zach Nelson, Grace 
Taglia, Kelly Mack, Scott Larson, Justin McCarty, Pete and Jim 
Meunzer, Wayne Ewald, Angie Pappassavas, Michael 
McParland, and Leena Swanson! 
- Happy Anniversary to the Benedetto’s!  

Community 

- Pray for those who wish they could join in worship in person, 
but who must remain home to remain safe. 
- We pray for those who have covid, our doctors, nurses, and 
researchers caring and working on cures and vaccines. 
- It is a joy to celebrate a week of virtual Vacation Bible School 
where our kids were encourage to be everyday heroes. 
- Please pray for the teachers, school administrators and 
parents as they navigate difficult choices for education. 

Joys 
- Kim Dohnke is celebrating that she has received her new 
glasses after a long delay and is grateful to be able to see 
clearly again. 
- Please pray in faith and act faithfully by continuing to 
support Cans of Care Wednesday! 
 - It is a joy to welcome Andy Desmedt into membership; Andy 
is married to Tracy Krahl, and their children Ryen and Logan 
are involved in youth and confirmation. It is our joy to 
welcome Andy officially as a member! 
- It is a joy to celebrate the Confirmation of Seamus, Sam, 
Lydia, Johnathan, and Clark! 
 

National 
- We continue to pray for those who are unemployed and are 
looking for work to care for their needs, 
- In strength and courage, we pray for and commit to working 
toward justice in our world, loving all of God's people in the 
same way we are loved by the Divine. 
- We pray for our nation as we seek pathways to justice, 
especially Black and Brown persons and communities 
struggling under the weight of oppression, police brutality, 
economic disadvantages, and repercussions of systems of 
injustice. We pray for our church to be a part of solutions to 
injustice and for the strength to not shy away from difficult 
conversations. 

CONNECTIONS AND CARE 
PRCC is a connected and caring faith community.  This temporary time of social distancing and sheltering in place results in a lot of 
physical isolation.  We want to stay connected with you!  Please let us know how you are and what your prayer needs might be.  If you 
would like a phone call or need something we can help with, please call or email the church office.  If you are willing to make some 
calls and share your cheerful voice with someone, please let Liz Swanson know.  We miss being together and look forward to the time 
we can all be back together to serve others and worship God.  In the meantime, know you are loved, valued and we are connected in 
Spirit!  



WEEKLY GOOGLE HANGOUTS 

The weekly Google Hangouts are now on Wednesdays at noon and we will continue to discuss the upcoming Sunday worship 
scriptures. Anyone and all are welcome to join in!  

 
WEDNESDAY 
NIGHT BIBLE STUDY 
RESUMES SEPT. 16  

Join Pastor Carol as we begin a 30-week journey through the scriptures 
using the Disciple Bible Study series.  This series will begin on 
September 16 and conclude in the middle of May, covering Genesis 
through Revelation.  Have you ever thought you’d like to know about 

the Bible, but weren’t sure where to start? Have you read these books before but would like to revisit them to see what parts you’ve 
forgotten or missed? This class is for you!  
We will meet virtually using the Zoom platform. Each participant should have a Study Manual.  They are $33 from the Church office, or 
you may order your own online. This manual and your Bible are the only items you’ll need for this study. We will watch a brief video 
together each Wednesday and have discussion. There are daily assigned readings, but if you cannot complete the assignments, please 
come to class anyway!  This is an exciting and fast-paced overview of our sacred text!  
 

DO-IT-YOURSELF (DIY) 
BIBLE STUDY 
To accommodate a variety of schedules and our ever-changing realities, we will offer 
an all new form of Bible Study this year! DIY Bible Study will correspond with our 
preaching series. It will include current literature, articles, and chapters of books that 
are informing the sermon preparation, and will include online videos featuring our very own ministers! Pastors Carol and Mollie will 
record a brief 10-12 minute video each week, utilizing bible commentaries and feature additional scripture passages for your own 
study and questions to consider.  There will be a Study Guide available online OR printed out for you (upon request).  Here are a few 
ways you can use these materials:  

- With your spouse as a weekly devotional following the sermon 
- With your Kindred Connection (all or some of the group); Watch the video separately or together and discuss the questions 
- As your own personal Bible Study  
- With family members in other parts of the country  
- With a few of your friends from PRCC at a time that suits your schedules 
- YOU DECIDE!! You can use the materials however they work best …the idea is that each person in our church could be able to 

go a little deeper in their spiritual journey if they spend a little more time in the scripture. This is an easy way to do so!

  



DECADES 
SHARED 
TOGETHER 
Richard and Earlene Beile 

The recent passing of Earlene Beile provides an 
opportunity to reflect on the decades of service 
Earlene and Richard Beile contributed to the Park 
Ridge Community Church.  Devotion to their faith 
and the warm embrace of fellowship led Earlene 
and Richard to be active and involved members of 
the church for more than 50 years. 
Earlene eagerly pitched-in with optimism and 
enthusiasm, whether it was gathering with her dear 
Circle 8 friends stuffing pup toys for the hospitals, 
organizing and distributing the main altar display 
and flowers, or tending to the church kitchen for 
coffees, Sunday services, Easter celebrations, or 
pancake breakfasts, she could be seen stopping into 
the church on an almost daily basis,  always with a 
smile. 
 
Richard also participated passionately each week as 
a regular member of the Sunday usher crew warmly 
greeting families at the door, attending the Men’s 
Prayer Breakfast sessions with his generous hand 

cut bowl of fruit, chopping vegetables for the Soup 
Kitchen, driving friends in need to or from church 
activities, Richard was an enthusiastic and devoted 
doer. Earlene kept track of church activities with her 
rainbow of Post-It notes, Richard with his ‘things to 
do’ note pad.  If something needed to be done, they 
were the go-to pair. 
 
Their wide church social network was filled with 
dear friends who enjoyed Jazz Concerts, Couples 
Dinners, theater, and concert outings. They thrived 
on a busy social calendar to spend time with their 
long-time friends filled with laughter, music, and 
warmth.  
 
Family celebrations at the church included both 
daughters’ weddings - Wendi, and Larry in January 
1984, and 11 months later, Barbara and Todd in 
December 1984.  And a milestone 60th wedding 
anniversary celebration for Earlene and Richard 
renewing their vows in the church side chapel with 
their 6 grandchildren participating, Louie 
Armstrong’s ‘What a Wonderful World’ sung 
together, their son Brad and his wife Laura leading 
the group on guitar. 
 
The time or effort they gave to the church was 
never a burden because they received back 
abounding joy in friendship, fellowship, and service 
to God.  Their faith gave them gratitude for their 
many blessing and strength to face life’s challenges. 
The legacy of Earlene and Richard Beile endures 
through their children, grandchildren, and extended 
family and friends.  They would be proud to know 
that their beloved church vibrantly continues with a 
new generation of families.  The Beile Family gives 
heartfelt thanks to the Park Ridge Community 
Church for decades of shared faith and service to 
God that brought so much joy and love to Earlene 
and Richard and to their entire family.  They will be 
dearly missed by us all.  
 
Earlene Marie Beile, age 88,  
December 28, 1931 - August 7, 2020 
 

Richard Walter Beile, age 87,  
June 10, 1929 - October 29, 2016    
 
Article submitted by Richard and Earlene’s children:  
Barbara, Wendi, and Brad 



STEPHEN 

MINISTRY 
MESSAGE   

Happy is everyone who fears the Lord,  
who walks in (God’s) ways. 

You shall eat the fruit of the labor of your hands; you shall be 
happy, and it shall go well with you. 

 Psalms 128:1-2 (NSRV) 
     

Are you happy? If so, what 
makes you happy? 
I ask these questions knowing 
that your response is likely to 
be a sardonic grimace. 
Between the pandemic, the 
politics, and the protests, 
(alliteration!!!) we have a 
tendency to look around and 
wonder “When will all this end 
so I can be happy again?” 
Turns out, it could be in your 
genes. AARP recently reported the findings of research 
conducted at Vrije University in Amsterdam. They have found 
304 “happy” genes, and have determined that “between 35 to 
40 percent of the difference between people’s happiness 
levels is genetic.” 
I feel vindicated because what I used to tell my teenage 
daughter (when she was certain she was in love) apparently is 
true.  Only YOU can make you happy! Any time you look for 
another person or a thing outside of yourself for happiness, 
you are likely to be disappointed.  (Although I am tempted to 
say that for many of us, a really good Cubs closer might do it.)  
The Psalmist echoes both the science and the motherly trope. 
Psalm 128 says the source of happiness is “fear” of the Lord, 
which is not fear in the “afraid of” sense, but in the “respect 
for” and “awe” sense. The immediate corollary to that is 
“walking in God’s ways,” aka living a life of faith. That seems 
too facile, doesn’t it, in the middle of what is arguably the 
worst year in anyone’s lifetime? And if that’s really all it takes, 
then why aren’t we happy? We are people of faith, are we 
not? Trying our best to follow God’s precepts?  There must be 
more... 
Well, the next verse/sentence is a restatement of the “only 
you can make you happy” mantra. It says that the fruits of our 

hands, the fruits of living that life of faith, are what brings us 
happiness. Indeed, given the renewed emphasis during the 
quarantine on gardening and baking, the idea of happiness 
being found in literally eating the fruits of our hands seems to 
be a verification of Psalm 128:2. The Psalmist, of course, was 
talking about more than just perfectly ripe tomatoes, and 
warm banana bread. (Although both of those things make me 
happy!) 
For people of our faith the fruit of one’s hands is, 
metaphorically speaking, that which we create acting in 
Christ’s name.  
Which leads me to introducing you to six people who are 
going to be very happy in the next few weeks. After a short 
hiatus in training because of the hope that we could continue 
in person rather than virtually, the latest cohort of Stephen 
Ministers will finally finish their training on September 19. 
They will be commissioned virtually and/or in person on 
Sunday, September 27. The six are: Karen Webster, Naomi 
Siebert, Colleen Moriarty, Carrie Plach, John Sasser, and Sarah 
Odeshoo. 
Becoming a Stephen Minister hasn’t been easy for these six 
people; it never really is. The process takes between 50-60 
hours of actual training, many more hours of reading, a 
willingness to participate in difficult conversations, and lots of 
schedule adjusting and readjusting. This is true even in a good 
year – which clearly this was not. We Stephen Leaders could 
not be prouder of this group. 
In taking on this training, each of these Stephen Ministers 
have each embodied Psalm 128. They have shown themselves 
to be faithful to the call of their God, willing to walk in the 
faith they have chosen, and now will be reaping the fruits of 
those efforts as they serve this congregation as your brother 
and sisters in Christ.    
Often a Stephen Minister will express surprise that they are 
actually receiving as much or more from the caring 
relationship as they are giving. Indeed, most Stephen 
Ministers discover a great deal of satisfaction in the process of 
caring for others. This is the happiness the Psalmist references 
as the fruit of our faithful labors.  
Part of my Protestant heritage is the notion that keeping busy 
is the solution to almost every problem. Truth be told, when I 
get down in the dumps, my first instinct is to find something 
to do. (And I’d be facile myself if I said that keeping busy 
always works.) If finding some happiness, finding some joy in 
your life is something that you are struggling with (and who 
could blame you), you could take a little unsolicited advice and 
do something. And that something you can do is to contact 
Pastor Carol (847-823-3164), Ginny Feurer (847-840-7082), or 
any Stephen Leader, to discuss how having a Stephen Minister 
of your very own could help. 

 - Anita Rifkind 



BOARD 

NEWS  

The Board of Directors met virtually on Tuesday, August 18 for 
their first “fall” meeting. Led by Chair, Thom Goodwin and 
Vice-Chair Naomi Siebert, the Board heard and received 
reports from Park Ridge Community Church’s leadership.  

- Our newly formed Staff Parish Relations Committee is 
meeting with our staff to address the ever-changing 
realities of Covid and what that means for our church 
schedules.  

- Our newly formed Social Justice team presented a 
proposed Mission Statement for the Board to review. 
They have an education series around racial justice to 
follow up on our conversations about the Black Lives 
Matter banner. 

- Eric Johnson, our Treasurer, reported that pledges 
were slightly down in July, and we are currently 
operating with a $22K deficit, which is better than 
budgeted.  We are hopeful that giving will pick up in 
September when programming launches again. Zelle 
is our preferred method of electronic giving, as we do 
not incur additional fees.  Our Stewardship Campaign 
will be held in October, with Commitment Sunday on 
October 25. 

- Pastor Mollie reported on Youth, Confirmation, and 
Sunday School programming, which will be in-person 
and remote this Fall.  The Annual Pumpkin Patch 
WILL be held, with additional safeguards in place to 
keep guests and volunteers safe. The Patch will be 
open from October 10-30. If we are in Phase 3, a 
Pumpkin delivery truck option is Plan B. 

- Pastor Carol shared plans for the years’ worth of 
preaching topics, as well as Adult Education options. 
She and staff are working with all ministry areas to 
provide meaningful ministries and programs, even 
while we are remote.  

- The Board gives thanks for the ministry of Teri 
Biedke, and looks forward to a Church-wide 
celebration of Teri’s ministry on Sunday, August 30th. 
Teri announced her resignation as a Director of 
Children’s Ministry, effective August 31.  

- The Trustees are thankful for the progress on the 
Sanctuary and windows in Phase 6. There is still 
remaining work to be done in Ellinger Transept on 
the stained-glass window, and this should be 
completed this Fall.   

- The Welcoming and Membership Team would like 
everyone to help promote our church by “sharing” 

our online worship with friends, neighbors, and 
family near and far! 

- Pastor Mollie expressed gratitude for almost one year 
of ministry at PRCC! 
 

 

 

SOCIAL JUSTICE 
COMMITTEE UPDATE 
The Social Justice Team has (finally) developed a Mission 
Statement which is included at the end of this introduction to 
the team. 
First, membership is open to anyone; you do not need to be 
an “official member” of the congregation.  Gregory Sarlo and 
Anita Rifkind are leading the team. Current team members 
include Ginny Feurer, Sarah McCarthy, Sarah Chacko, Paula 
Mack, Liz Swanson, Adrian Hill, Shelley and Molly O’Brien, Fred 
Siebert, Cindy Klimmeck, Sasha Gerritson, Luan Zoellner, 
Jasmine Gilliam, Rick Graham, Katie and Keith Reboletti, Pastor 
Mollie Foster, and Pastor Carol Hill. 
The team is divided into a number of sub-groups as follows:  
The Education & Arts group is planning a series of bi-weekly 
videos and discussions (alternate Sunday evenings) on the 
topic of social/racial justice. The group is working with Faith 
Development and the Life-long Learning committees to 
evaluate where social justice topics and discussions can best 
fit. An analysis of the racial diversity of the art displayed in the 
church is being planned in conjunction with the Arts and 
Decor committee. 
The Open and Affirming (ONA) group is planning to 
disseminate a questionnaire in September in order to 
understand what questions and needs our congregation might 
be addressed as we move forward with plans in January for a 
church-wide discussion/education effort around becoming an 
“Open and Affirming Congregation” within the UCC. A 
devotional pamphlet is being developed around the topic of 
the impact of LGBTQ++ issues in the lives and faith of 
members, friends and families of this congregation. 
The Affordable/Fair Housing group has been quiet since 
participating in the letter writing campaign to include an 
Affordable Housing component in the new Park Ridge 
Comprehensive Plan.  
The Youth Initiative is looking for young people to participate 
in developing an agenda for that group. 
The Prison Project continues our relationship with the North 
Park Seminary Stateville initiative that may be expanding in 
the coming year.  More information on that will be 
disseminated as it becomes available. 
 

 
 



In conjunction with staff and with input from a variety of board members, the Social Justice Team has proposed the following Mission 
Statement to the Board of Directors at their August 18 meeting. 

Social Justice Team Mission Statement  
Mission 
The mission of the Park Ridge Community Church Social Justice Team is to serve the congregation and the larger 
community as a resource and catalyst for the work of social justice and equality, creating God’s kingdom on 
Earth, where “justice rolls down like waters, and righteousness like an ever-flowing stream.” This work is rooted 
in the tradition of the prophets, which taught the importance of “doing justice, loving mercy, and walking humbly 
with God”, and follows the example of Jesus, whose mission is to “bring good news to the poor, release to the 
captives, recovery of sight to the blind, and set the oppressed free.” 
__________________________________________________________________________________ 
Vision 
We define "social justice" as a process of building individual and community capacity for collaborative action with 
the purpose of following God’s call to “righteousness and justice.”  
We believe each of God’s children, made in the divine image, has the right to flourish, to civil liberties, to equal 
opportunity, to be treated fairly, and to enjoy a sense of safety and security within our worship community and in 
the world beyond. 
The Team is committed to challenging both the historical roots and the existing framework of oppression and 
injustice in order to enhance the intellectual, social, and emotional functioning of the individual regardless of: 
gender identity; ethnicity; race; nationality; age; religious or spiritual beliefs; sexual or affectional orientation; 
veteran, marital or socioeconomic status; physical and cognitive ability; lifestyle; or political ideology.  
In doing so, our foci will likely change and transition as the needs of our faith community and the larger 
community shift; indeed, one aspect of the ministry of the Social Justice Team is the need to stay attuned to the 
needs of the most vulnerable in our church, community, and world. As situations in the world arise and the need 
for the Church’s voice is clear, the Team will coordinate with existing committees in discovering ways to learn 
more and respond constructively, including educational events, direct actions, collaborative initiatives, and more.  
__________________________________________________________________________________ 
Intentions 
Therefore, we as the Park Ridge Community Church Justice Team will: 
 • Strive to maintain an environment in which all individuals receive the respect, acceptance, positive 

regard, and safety conducive to maximum self-growth including such educational events as book studies, 
movie showings, guest presenters, Bible studies, and other opportunities for congregational response, 
reflection, and input; 

 • Acknowledge diverse world views and the implications these have on daily interactions with one another 
by involvement in such activities as collaborating with other faith-based and community organizations’ 
efforts and initiatives; and  

 • Aim to promote fairness, empowerment, and advocacy for each of God’s children. 
Membership on the team is entirely voluntary, and all are welcome. The team will coordinate with the Senior 
Pastor, the Associate Pastor, other staff, congregational leadership, and other committees and groups, to 
develop actions and processes necessary to achieve these goals. 
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KINDRED SPIRITS CAFÉ AND 
BEYOND! New Tuesday 
12:00 to 12:30 pm Virtual 
Connection! 
Have you been missing your Kindred Spirits Café friends?  Liz 
misses you!  Come see Liz in the Park Place Room on Tuesdays 
from 11:00 until 12:00.  You can browse the book cart, pick 
out a jigsaw puzzle, drop off food for the pantry or just enjoy a 
socially distant visit with Liz. 
 
We are also connected with weekly emails or mailings to your 
home.  They include updates on church news, scripture 
reading & reflection as well as a puzzle page.  If you haven’t 
received these, please let Liz Swanson know. 
   
Coming in September - virtual gatherings.  Since we can’t eat 
lunch together, we will do the next best thing; meet virtually.  
Let me know if you can join us from 12 to 12:30 on 9/15, 9/22 
and 9/29.  Each day, we will do one of the following activities: 
celebrate birthdays, share a favorite thing and virtual BINGO – 
with prizes mailed to you!  Please email your attendance to Liz 
Swanson to get the link to join. 
 
 
 
 

 
 

KNITTING KNIGHTS 
The Knitting and Crocheting Group continues to make up 
beautiful and helpful items in this pandemic time.  Are you a 
secret crocheter or knitter and would like some patterns and 
yarn?  Have you always wanted to learn how to knit or crochet 
but didn’t want to invest in the yarn & supplies?  We are 
happy to share our abundance with you!  Just let Liz Swanson 
know and she’ll be happy to drop off supplies to you. 
 
All are welcome to join us in a crafting circle on Saturday, 9/19 
from 10:00 - 11:30 in the church field under the tent.  If you 
are looking for a project, we are working on small pumpkins, 
winter hats and soap sacks to donate to the Bridge Project. 
 

SENIOR PALS 
A new initiative to pair individuals in our congregation with a 
“Senior Pal” is beginning.  Not only is this a way to ensure that 
regular contact with our seniors is maintained, but it is also a 
way to build a connection between people of different 
ages.  Maybe you’d like to learn more from someone who 
grew up in a different time from you and gain perspective 
from someone who has seen many ups and downs in 
life.  Perhaps you and your child could team up with a senior 
making a very special three generation connection.  Maybe 
you are a senior who would look forward to connecting with 
someone from church once a week or so.  Senior Pals 
connects people for a regular but safe social interaction and 
are being formed now.  Senior Pals reach out to each other by 
phone, email, sending a note, marking special occasions or 
doing whatever works for the two of you. 
If you would like to connect regularly with someone, please 
complete the attached link, call or email the church office. If 
you need more information about this please connect with 
Kimberly Walters, Mike Proue or Liz Swanson. 
  
Senior Pals is an opportunity to build a relationship with 
someone to share and celebrate the wisdom of different 
generations.  Being connected and engaged with each other is 
one of the many ways we share Christ's love. Consider sharing 
Christ's love as a Senior Pal.  
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NEWS 
MEMBERSHIP NEWS  
As you continue keep your social distance from neighbors and 
friends now might be a great time to offer them the 
opportunity to worship with our PRCC family by sharing the 
link to our online services!  Set a goal of forwarding your 
weekly emails to someone who might be interested in our 
service options and our weekly virtual offerings!  
  ~  The Welcome/Membership Committee 

 

MEDITATION AND YOGA 
Cindy Klimmeck is offering mediation and yoga classes on 
ZOOM. Yoga – Monday at 7 pm, Chair Yoga – Tuesday at 10:15 
am, Meditation – Monday and Friday at 9 am.  
https://us04web.zoom.us/j/9671602932  
Meeting ID: 967 160 2932  

New password to enter – 227332 
 

CROP WALK 2020 

We are inviting individuals, families and small groups to 
participate in the 29th Annual Crop Walk on October 18th. You 
might choose a creative way to walk virtually from your 
home.  You might choose to walk as an individual, a family or a 
small group, choosing your own time and route.  Maybe you’d 
like to participate as a Spirit Walker!  Whatever your choice, 
please register on-line and, if possible, solicit donations on-
line also.    Remember 25% of the money raised goes directly 
to the Maine Township Emergency Food Pantry who is 
currently supporting over 900 families each month.  You can 
also support the walk by getting a meal at Harp & Fiddle on 
September 15th, City BBQ on September 24, and Graziano’s on 
October 7th.  
 

VOLUNTEER SPOTLIGHT 

So many members and friends volunteer their time to our 
beloved church.  We are grateful for each and every one of 
them. Some people we see and hear about all the time but 
there are others behind the scenes and we don’t always know 
about all that they do.  

Each month in our Volunteer Spotlight we say thank you to an 
individual, couple or group for sharing their time and talents. 
This also gives us the opportunity to share with members and 
newcomers a little bit of information about what our 
"generous stewards of God's gifts" are doing here at PRCC.  

 

"Each of you should use whatever gift you have received to 
serve others, as faithful stewards of God's grace in its various 
forms." Peter 4:10 
 

This month we recognize  

Jan Steiner  
in the Volunteer Spotlight. 

Jan goes quietly about serving at 
PRCC never asking for 
acknowledgement or accolades for all she does here. Jan 
currently serves as an Usher, a Stephen Minister, and a 
member of the Staff Parish Relations Committee.  Stephen 
Ministers are trained caregivers providing compassionate and 
ongoing one-on-one Christian care to those in crisis or in need 
of someone to listen without judgment. Learn more about the 
Stephen Ministry program here or contact Jan or Liz Swanson, 
Director of Pastoral Services. To learn more about serving as 
an Usher, contact Dave Kapolnek. As a part of the Staff Parish 
Relations Committee, Jan supports our staff members and our 
church members, fostering healthy conversation, 
accountability, and mutual support.   

There are not a lot of areas at PRCC that Jan has not been 
involved in at PRCC. Jan has served our congregation in a 
number of ways over the years, most recently serving as the 
Chairperson of the Interim Pastor Search Committee which led 
to our calling David Ezekiel to lead us until we called Pastor 
Carol Hill. Jan has also served recently as Chair of the Ushers 
and Social Committee Chairperson. In the past, Jan has been a 
Chairperson for the always popular Jazz in January music 
nights and she continues to be involved in this event. Jan is 
always around to lend a helping hand at Pasta Divine, the 
Pumpkin Patch and Circle 10 events.  

We are blessed and appreciate the faithful and caring service 
that Jan always is happy to share with all of us here at PRCC. 
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SUNDAY SCHOOL 

NEWS 
Dear God, 
These have been some strange and sometimes scary days. 
Please help me to continue to do what I can to stay positive 
and be good to the people around me. God, you teach us that 
the most important thing we can do is to love one another. It 
does not matter where you live, who you love, or what you 
look like. We are all your children. Give us strength as a 
community and a country as we work for equality. Give us the 
courage to speak out and defend others if we see that they 
are not being treated fairly. Help us to live as Jesus taught us 
and have love in our hearts and kindness in our actions as we 
serve God and our neighbors in all that we do. Amen. 
 

A WORD FROM TERI 
Dear friends, 
 

I hope you are well and feeling peace during these difficult 
times. I have so cherished the connections we have created 
and sustained even during our long physical separation. As we 
look toward a school year of continued change, my reflections 
have led me to change my own status of Children’s Minister at 
PRCC. I remain a faithful member of the congregation, but it is 
time for me to transition off the staff team.  

 

This is the best team I have ever worked with in any capacity, 
and I treasure my time working with them and with all of you. 
In stepping down from staff, I allow more time and energy to 
go toward my family and my other job, teaching adults English 
as a Second Language. I look forward to new possibilities for 
me at PRCC, connecting with all of you in different ways.  
 

I am dedicated to helping our amazing staff to serve you in any 
way I can. They have been so creative and resourceful during 
this time, and I know they will continue to offer ways for all of 
us to connect to God and each other. Pastor Mollie and Shelley 
are already hard at work preparing for the new version of 
Children's Ministry at PRCC! I hope you’ll join me in supporting 
their efforts. 

 

Blessings to all of you, 
 Teri 
 

SUMMER SUNDAY SCHOOL 
Thank you to all who took advantage of our weekly emailed 
lessons, sent from mid-March through August 16th. Be on the 
lookout for new Sunday school opportunities and connections 
beginning in September! 

 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

VIRTUAL VBS: 
Everyday 
Heroes 
Children Pre-K through 5th grade were invited to celebrate 
Everyday Heroes in PRCC’s Virtual VBS this summer. 
Participants learned to See God, Share Kindness, Speak Out 
and Serve Others (and become Everyday Heroes themselves!). 
Thank you to Pastor Mollie for her inspired video lessons and 
to Ann Swindell for the cool capes, masks, and bags! 

 
 



 



 



OUTREACH 
NEWS

OPPORTUNITIES TO DONATE 
CANS FOR CARE  
Please continue to support the Maine Township Food Pantry through weekly donations of food 
items.  You can drop your donation at the Food Pantry (hours are 10-3, M-F), or any of these 
member homes: Each house will have a large bin labeled “Cans of Care.”   
Items needed for donation 
 
BACKPACKS & SCHOOL SUPPLIES 
We are partnering again with Maryville Academy and they need your help 

supporting families and students in their care. The Jen School, serves children in Maryville’s 
residential programs and students from the community with complex emotional, behavioral and 
learning disabilities.  The children there need backpacks and school supplies. 
Backpacks 
Notebook paper (wide & college ruled), spiral notebooks, pocket folders, 3 ring binders, construction 
paper, pens (black, blue, red), pencils and erasers (regular and mechanical), colored pencils, crayons, 
pencil cases, note cards (ruled), journals, blunt tip scissors 
 
PERSONAL CARE TOILETRIES & HOUSEHOLD SUPPLIES 

The Maryville Crisis Nursery,  provides temporary emergency shelter for newborns through age 
six. The families supported here need everything from baby clothes to personal toiletries and 
household supplies.  
 
Personal Care Toiletries: Deodorant, toothbrushes, toothpaste, baby wipes, hand sanitizer 
Household Supplies: Clorox wipes, Bleach, Laundry detergent, fabric softener 
To directly donate to the Crisis Nursery, you can click on their Amazon Wish List. (And if you 

choose PRCC as your charity of choice via the Amazon Smile program, you can support us as well!)   Or see below on 
where to drop off donations. 
 
We continue to collect toiletries for the Chicago Bridge Project.   The Knitting Knights have been busy knitting 100 soap 

sacks for the homeless.  Your donation of FULL-size soap bars will be added to these soap sacks - fragrant free soap bars, 

such as Dove soap are greatly appreciated but any new, full size soap bar can be used. Additional supplies needed to 

include in toiletry kits are travel size shampoos and toothpaste, toothbrushes, disposable razors, and hand 

sanitizers/wipes. 

Please open your hearts (and wallets) and donate what you are able.   You can drop off your donations at PRCC on 
Sundays (a bin will be placed in the Park Place Room), or during Medical Lending hours Monday, Wednesday, and Friday, 
or drop of any donations any time at the following members’ homes: 
 
Laura & Tim Lapp  Paula & Bob Mack  Marylynn & Dick Collentine 
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OPPORTUNITIES TO SERVE 

MEAL PREPAREATIONS   
Lincoln Park Community Services has recently reopened to volunteer meal assistance. Since the 
pandemic began, they had requested that all food coming into the facility be from certified 
kitchens.  We were able, with the support of Sunrise Grill, to send nutritious meals to the shelter 
from April through August.  Now that they are opening up, while we won’t be going in to serve 
the dinners, we will be able to deliver home cooked meals to the shelter.  PRCC remains 
closed for the foreseeable future, so we’re hoping that a few our members would be willing to 
cook various parts of the meals from their homes.  The number of residents has lessened to accommodate social 
distancing, so we will be preparing dinner for approximately 25.  We need individuals/families to prepare either a salad, a 
vegetable, a starch, a meat entree, or a dessert for the September 3rd or October 1st dinners.  
If you would like to help please contact Luan Zoellner (lzoellner@ameritech.net or (847) 525-8353) for further details.  
This is a wonderful opportunity to get the whole family involved in showing God’s love to those often forgotten in this 
world. 

 
SUNDAY NIGHT SUPPERS 
PRCC will once again be a part of Sunday Night Suppers starting this fall; however, the procedures will be very different 
due to Covid-19. Until or unless health guidelines change, we will provide 85 pre-packaged meals from a restaurant or 
caterer, individual drinks, and pre-packaged desserts from a store (no homemade items allowed). 
PRCC assigned dates are:  
2020 - November 22          2021 - February 28, April 25 (St Mary’s Episcopal Church), May 16 
 
Volunteer Requirements 

• Limited to three (3) volunteers to assist to-go meal distribution curbside on each date. 
• Two volunteers will assemble to-go meals at a table inside PR Presbyterian Church. 
• One additional volunteer will be stationed at the curb to tell the team inside how many meals to bring out as 

guests’ cars arrive.  
• Volunteers must bring their own mask and wear it the entire time they are on site at Park Ridge Presbyterian 

Church and wear gloves while assembling to-go meals. 
 
The time commitment will be 1.5 hours, from 3:30 - 5:00 p.m. on our assigned dates. 
Thank you for considering to help provide meals for local families in need. 
Please sign up at [LINK].   https://www.parkridgecommunitychurch.org/sunday-suppers 
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JULY/AUGUST SNAPSHOTS 
God’s Beauty Around Us! 

  



 
100 S. Courtland Ave 
Park Ridge, IL 60068 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Contact Us: 
847-823-3164 
office@parkridgecommunitychurch.org 
parkridgecommunitychurch.org  

Our Staff:   
Rev. Carol Hill, Senior Minister  
Pastor Mollie Foster, Associate Minister
  
Sasha Gerritson, Director of Music 
Ministries   
Shelley O’Brien, Director of Children’s 
Ministries  
Liz Swanson, Director of Pastoral 
Services  
Jaclyn Weir, Parish Coordinator 
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